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PREFACE. 



Th£ title page and table of contents sufficiently indicate the 
general character and object of this work. It is only necessary 
to mention two or three special features. 

First : It embodies in one volume the views of the denomina- 
tion on all the leading doctrines of Christian Theology, and an 
exposition of the more important words and phrases supposed to 
conflict with these yiews. It thus furnishes a comprehensive 
answer, within reach of all, to the question — What is Universal" 
ism ? And it is to be hoped that the answer to it is in such form 
as to meet the wants of all classes of readers, and to command 
respectful attention from the Theologian and the Scholar. 

Second : It aims to show that Universalism is not a confused 
collection of doctrinal fragments,, without continuity or relation 
of parts ; but a system of divinity, a tree of life rooted in the 
Ciiaracter and perfections of Deity, and growing up naturally in- 
to trunk and branches, putting forth leaves, and buds, and bloc«- 
soras, and finally produciog the ripe fruit of a Christian life. 
And as the Divine character and perfections constitute the 
foundation ofthe entire argument, and the basis of all theological 
reasoning, a correspondingly large space has been devoted to this 
theme. 

Third : There will be found introduced into the text and notes, 
liberal quotations from Fathers of the early Church ; the object 
being to call attention to the fact, so little recognized, that the 
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doctrines of the Church immediately subsequent to the time of 
Christ and his apostles, are largely identical with the Universal- 
ism of to-day — and that, therefore, it is not a new thing, but 
certainly as <»ld as the Christian Church and the New Testament. 

Fourth : Citations are also occasionally given from the popular 
authors of the day, and from teachers of all Christian commun- 
ions ; wherein they have expressed their rejection of the docti inc 
of endless punishment, or their faith in the final restoration 
This is done for the purpose of showing that this faith alone feedfr 
the great hunger of the human heart; or, as Olshausen says, that 
•* the feeling is deeply rooted in noble minds, and is the expres- 
sion of a heartfelt desire for a perfect harmony of the creation." 
The testimonies reveal the fact that belief in this final harmony oi 
the moral universe, or a tendency to belief, is the natural fruit- 
age of large and liberal study, of a generous literary and scientific 
culture. 

It is only justice to the author to add, that it is not pretended 
that the volume is a thorough treatise on the various subjects 
discussed ; but an attempt only to indicate the way, and to 
show chcir natural and dogmatic relations. And though it is not 
all that was wished or sought, he sends it forth with a prayer for 
the divine approval and blessing ; and with an humble hope that 
it may be useful in promoting among men the knowledge, and 
love, and practice of the truth. 

Boiton, Nov. J 1862. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



All religious are founded upou a belief in a Deity, 
of some kind, superior in nature, or in power, to man. 
The moral force and value of any religion, in its influ- 
ence on the believer, is in proportion to the degree of 
perfection which it ascribes to the Deity. Aristotle 
lias somewhere said, in substance, that excellency in 
man depends on his acquaintance with something high- 
er and better than himself; and the whole course of 
religious history illustrates the truth of the observa- 
tion. 

Where the religion is really believed, and exercises 
its legitimate influence on the believer, the moral and 
social results correspond to the character of the theol- 
ogy. " If the divinities^ " says a judicious writer, 
*' are represented as virtuous and noble, a correspond- 
ing excellence and greatness of soul, will be produced 
among the people, and this in proportion to their 
reverence for the objects of their adoration. But 
wherever the gods are imperfect or base, imperfection 
or baseness will belong to the worshippers.'* 

No other result can be looked for where the faith of 
the people is a living force in them, and acts directly 
on their feelings, character, and conduct. Hence it 
has been justly afiirmed, that " religion will not be- 
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come the friend of virtue and happiness, until it teav^h- 
es that the Deity is not only an inconceivably power- 
ful, but also an inconceivably wise and good being ; 
that for this reason, he gives way neither to anger nor 
revenge, and never punishes capriciously ; that we 
owe to his favor alone, all the good that we possess or 
enjoy ; that even our sufferings contribute to our 
highest good, and death is a bitter, but salutary 
change ; in fine, that the sacrifice most acceptable to 
God, consists in a mind that seeks for truth, and a 
heart that always preserves its purity. A religion 
which announces these exalted truths, offers to man, 
the strongest preservatives from vice, and the strongest 
motives to virtue, exalts and enobles his joys, consoles 
and guides him in all kinds of misfortune, and inspires 
him with forbearance, patience, and active benevolence 
towards his brethren." ^ 

This is a noble utterance ; and the religion thus de- 
scribed, is precisely the want of the world at the pre- 
sent time. Everywhere the soul of man is reaching 
out toward a Deity, in whom is embodied this perfec- 
tion of wisdom and goodness, of justice and mercy. 
In the language of Channiijg, it is the deepest want 
of human nature, " some being to whom we may give 
our hearts, whom we may love more than ourselves, 
for whom we may live, and be ready to die ; and 
whose character corresponds to that idea of perfection, 
which, however dim and undefined, is an essential 
element of every human soul. We cannot be happy 
beyond our love To secure a growing 

*See an excellent article, conceived in a liberal spirit, on the ** Char- 
acter and Theology of the early Romans," in the Biblical Repository 
for April, 1843. 
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happiness and a spotless virtue, we need for the heart 
a being worthy of the whole treasure of its love, to 
whom we may consecrate our whole existence ; in ap- 
proaching whom, we enter an atmosphere of purity 
and brightness, in sympathizing with whom, we cherish 
only noble sentiments, in devoting ourselves to whom, 
we espouse great and enduring interests ; in whose 
character we find the spring oF an ever-enlarging 
philanthrophy, and by attachment to whom all our 
other attachments are hallowed, protected, and sup- 
plied with tender and sublime consolations under 
bereavement and blighted hope. Such a being is 
God." ' 

This is essentially the theology of Universalism, the 
character and action which, following the sacred 
Scriptures, it ascribes to God as the Supreme Govern- 
or of the universe, and the Creator and Father of 
men In him are united all possible perfections ; and 
by the necessity of his nature, he is infinite in all 
his attributes, and uncliangeable — the same yester- 
day, to-day, and forever. He is the source of all cur 
blessings, the inexhaustible fountain of good to man 
in this vforld, and in all worlds, in time, and in 
eternity. 

This doctrine of the complete harmony and perfec- 
tion of all the divine attributes, of the infinite benevo- 
lence of God in the creation and government of the 
world, inspires the true believer with reverent trust, 
with devout gratitude, and with an earnest desire to 
ccmform to all the requirements of his righteous laws. 
It imparts courage in the presence of danger, resist- 
ance in the time of temptation, patience in tribula- 

^Works, vol. i. p. 204. 
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tion, resignation in suffering, and peace in the houi 
of death. The experience of these beneficent in- 
fluences, and the happy consciousness of this spiritual 
renewal, justify the Universalist Christian in claim- 
ing for his faith, that it has all the characteristics 
of a divinely authenticated religion ; that it is, in a 
word, identical with the Gospel as taught by the 
Saviour and his chosen disciples. 

In order to the better understanding of this doctrine, 
and in evidence of the justness of this claim, we shall 
proceed to a statement of particulars, setting forth 
our views on the great questions of Christian theol- 
ogy ; and the system, or method, of Scriptural inter- 
pretation, by which these views are sustained and 
enforced. And as the starting point, the foundation 
of all argument, we shall begin with the Creator and 
his attributes, or the divine character and action as 
they relate to man and his destiny ; and though we 
shall chiefly direct our labors to a dogmatic or doc- 
trinal statement of the subjects in hand, yet the care- 
ful reader will readily discover how the doctrine 
naturally and necessarily leads on to the precept ; 
and in what manner faith is developed into moral 
character, and becomes the spiritual force which reg- 
ulates and blesses the life of the believer. 



CHAPTER I. 

aOr — HIS ATTRIBUTES, AND THEIB RELATION TO HUMAN 

DESTINY. 

The very idea of existence implies certain powers 
and qualities. Spiritual existence involves spiritual 
and moral qualities or attributes. God is a Spirit ; 
and his moral attributes, his spiritual perfections, 
constitute his character, and determine his action. 

If he is infinitely good, if the essence of his being 
is Love, all his actions v/ill partake of this quality. If 
he is supreme in power, he will act without restraint 
or hindrance. If he is all-wise, or omniscient, he 
cannot err in judgment, or make any mistake in his 
plans, or fail in his purposes through want of know- 
ledge or foresight, as to the results of anything he 
might do. If he is infinitely just, all his dealings 
with his creatures will be marked by perfect equity ; 
and he will require nothing but what is right and 
possible, and will lay no evil or penalty on man but 
what is consistent with eternal rectitude. If he is 
above all perturbations, all weakness and passion, 
above the disturbing influences of evil and sin ; then 
he will never act from anger or revenge, never will 
do anything to, or with, his creatures, save from the 
dictates of infinite and unchan^jeable benevolence. 

These general statements necessarily involve the 
conclusion of triumphant universal good, as the result 
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of the creation and government of the world by God, 
The very act of creation is virtually a pledge of ihis ; 
and all his attributes unite in the accomplishment of 
this great purpose of Infinite Beneficence. 

A more particular review of the relations of God as 
Creator, and as a Father, and of the divine perfec- 
tions, with specific reference to the act of giving ex- 
istence to man, will illustrate and establish this posi- 
tion. 

SECTION I. 

GOD THE CREATOR — EXISTENCE OF EVIL. 

It would be to little purpose to inquire whether 
God could not have created this world without evil or 
imperfection of any sort ; whether he could not have 
made man in such a way, physically and morally, as 
to have secured him against the possibility of sin. 
The fact that he has not done this meets us on the 
threshold of our inquiry ; and it is with this fact that 
we have to deal, aided by the light of reason and the 
authoritative revelations of the Bible. 

For aught we know, God may have created some- 
where in mfinite space a world without evil, peopled 
by a race of beings morally perfect. But even if this 
were so, it would remain to be proved that this world, 
and man as we find him here, imperfect and subject 
to evil, do not constitute a link in the endless chain of 
being, without which it would be incomplete, with- 
out which even heaven itself would lose a measure of 
its harmony and fulness. The philosophical poet has 
epoken well on this interesting point : 

** Of systems possible, if 'tis confest 
That Wisdom Infinite must form the best, 
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"Where all must full or not coherent Iks 
AnJ all that rise, must rise in due degree, 
Tlien in the scale of reasoning life, 'tis plain, 
There must be somewhere such a rank as man.'* 

And then, in answer to the question so often started, 
'* Why could not man have been created perfect, with- 
out liability to sin ? why was he not placed higher in 
the scale of being — why not made an angel?" he 
proceeds as follows : 

" Presumptuous man, wouldst thou the reason fini 
Why made so weak, so little, and so blind? 
First, if thou canst, the harder reason guess, 
Why made no weaker, blinder and no less — 
Ask of thy mother earth why oaks are made 
Taller and stronger than the weeds they shade. 

On superior powei*s 
Were we to press, inferior might on ours; 
Or in the full creation leave a void, 
Where one step broken, the great scale's destroyed. 
From nature's chain whatever link you strike. 
Tenth, or ten-thousandth, breaks the chain alike." 

Admitting, therefore, what, perhaps, no one is pre- 
pared to deny, that God can create a relatively per- 
iect world, or a world not liable to evil, and people it 
with a race of perfect beings not liable to sin : this 
world may, nevertheless, hold as important and ne- 
cessary a place in creation as that. Nay, it may be 
that without just such a world as this, inhabited by 
just such beings as men, the whole machinery of the 
universe, as at present arranged, would be imperfect 
in its structure and working. Manifestly this earth, 
with its myriad immortal intelligences, is not formed 
without a purpose. Without these, the space which 
they fill in the circle of organic and spiritual existence 
vi^oald be blank ; and there would be one link want- 
ino in the golden chain of bcinor which stretches, on 
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either side of us, to the infinite above, and the mfinite 
below. 

The fact that man was made relatively imperfect, 
that is, imperfect in the sense of liability to sin, is 
proved by the fact that he is a sinner. He was not 
created a sinner, for sin is the result of voluntary ac- 
tion. Ho was HOt created depraved, but pure and in- 
nocent. He yielded to temptation, and so fell away 
from his primal innocence into transgression. The 
author of Ecclesiastes states the case very correctly 
and tersely, when he says, " Lo, this only have I 
found, that God hath made man upright : but they 
have sought out many inventions." viii. 29. 

That this constitution of man and its consequences 
entered into the original plan of the Creator, and is 
not an after accident, or an unlooked for result, is dis- 
tinctly stated by the apostle Paul in his epistle to the 
Koraans : *' The creature was made subject to van- 
ity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath sub- 
jected the same in hope ; because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God." 
viii. 20, 21. See the whole chapter. 

Now here we are certified in the most unqualified 
terms, that the creature man, or the human race, was 
made subject to vanity or imperfection, for wise and 
beneficent reasons; and with express reference to the 
fact that, when the purposes of this subjection to evil 
are fully accomplished, then man is to be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption and death into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. Whatever 
may be thought of this position of Paul, there can be 
no difference of opinion as to what he meant, or what 
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he intended to say. It is clear enough that he be- 
lieved and taught that we were subjected to this im- 
perfect condition by the Creator himself. It was de- 
signed in the beginning for a special purpose ; an I 
has not, since then, come to pass contrary to his ex- 
pectations. Bishop Bloomfield renders the passage 
in this form : " For the world (i. e. God's creatures) 
was made subject to imperfection, corruption an I 
misery (not by any will of its own, but by Him who 
thus subjected it), yet with a hope (on their part) that 
this very creation (i. e. these his creatures) will be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, & i. Cor- 
ruption may perhaps be meant to be taken both in a 
moral and physical sense, -to denote both liability to 
sin, and to disease and death." Of course, then, 
" vanity" must be taken to mean the same things, for 
the words are plainly synonymous, and refer to the 
same condition ; the creature bting delivered from 
the same thing to which it was subjected ; in the one 
case called " vanity," and in the other " corrup- 
tion." ' 

It is plain, then, that God, as the Creator of man- 
kind, when he determined upon the nature of their 
physical and moral condition on earth, datermined 

* MaTat(5rr7f , vanity , occurs in only two other passages of the New 
Testament. Eph. iv. 17, "in the vanity of their mind;" where the 
moral element is manifestly involved, as verses 19 and 22 plainly show 
— ** lasciviousness and aJl uncleanness with greediness;" and 2 Peter 
ii. 18, where the same statement applies, as the next words show — ** lusts 
9f the tiesh and wantonness." <l>9wpu, cor rvption , is found not only in 
I Cor. XV., but also in such passages as these : " having escaped tlie 
corruption that is in the world," "servants of corruption," 2 Peter 
i. & ii., illustrating its use in a moral as well as in a physical sense, 
Whitby and others argue elaborately for the corruption of death as the 
only meaning cf " vanity." 
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that it should be such as involved the liability to 
physical and moral evil ; and, consequently, as the 

apostle says, he " made man subject to vanity," or 
imperfection. He " subjected'^ him to this condition, 
with a clear foresight and intention respecting all the 
trials and sorrows, the spiritual conflicts and tempta- 
tions, the failures and conquests, as well as the decay 
and destruction by death of the mortal body, which 
this constitution of things would no.t»*^i^Uy bring fn 
its train. 

But, of course, all this was with a view to tlo 
greater good that is to come of it. 'J.hiv conditioi-v 
w^as not ordained for its own sake, as a o'^rmanept 
thing ; but as a means to a beneficent anc/ glorious 
end, as a school wherein we are to be tav^^'ht anc 
trained for a higher sphere of life and action, both in 
the present and in the future. Dr. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, who was regarded as the highest authority in 
theological metaphysics, says, with great good sopse, 
in his famous work on the Will t — " I believe ther^ is 
no person of good understanding, who will venture- to 
say he is certain that it is impossible it should \»e 
best, taking in the whole compass and extent of f.k- 
istence, and all consequences in the endless series \ f 
events, that there should be such a thinor as mors4 
evil in the world. And if so, it will certainly follow 
that an infinitely wise Being, who always choosci 
what is best, must choose that there be such a thing.'' 
Again, he says : — '' It \i not of a bad tendency fo/ 
the Supreme Being thus to order and permit thai 
moral evil to be which it is best should come to pass ; 
for that it is of good tendency is th*e very thinq 
supposed .*n the point in question, .... ar»d 
good 16 the actual issue in the final result of tilings." 
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TunibuU, in his "Principles of Moral Philosophy," 
which Euwards quotes approvingly, states that 
*' God mtends and pursues the universal good of his 
creation ; and the evil which happens is not permit- 
ted for its own sake, but because it is requisite to the 
greater good pursued." * 

And if we give a little attention to the details of 
the question, it will not be very diffioul* to discover 
liow the conflict with the imperfections and evils of 

* And with these agree the following Unitarian testimonies : — " The 
origin of out liability to Bin, we can explain only by referring it to 
the will of our Maker.'' Again: — " We hold that God is master of 
evil, not merely physical but moral — master of his creation, and able 
to overrule all evil for moral good, so that at last, when his work is 
consummated, the good shall be triumphant and complete.** 

I think it would be difficult to show that the above premises of Ed- 
wards and TurnbuU do not involve tlie conclusion which it is the pur- 
pose of this volume to establish. If*' good is the actual issue in the 
final result of things," of moral evil or sin, in one case, why not in all 
cases ? The i)rinciple is tlie same; and it surely is as easy for God to 
realize a great result as a little one. And if, in the permission of evil, 
** God intends and pursues the universal good of his creation," there 
seems an end of the argument; for if he intends and pursues it, he will 
cei-tainly accomplish it, and the good of the whole can only be accom- 
plished in the good of each particular part. Bishop Warburton, who 
could not believe in endless punishment, says, very truly: — " Though 
the system of the best supposes that the evils themselves will be fully 
compensated by the good they produce to the whole, yet this is so far 
from supposing that particulars shall suifer for a general good, that it 
U essential to this system, to conclude that at the completion of things, 
when the whole is arrived to the state of utmost perfection, particular 
and universal good shall coincide.** And commenting on Rev. xx» 
14, *' death and hell cast into the lake of fire," he says: — ** The sense 
of the whole seems to be this, that at the consummation of things (the 
subject here treated of), a// physical and moral evil shall be abol- 
ished.-* 

For the quotations, see Edwards on the Will, Part iv., Sec. ix., or 
Works, vol. ii.,^. 254, Edit. 1829. Turnbull's Philosophy, vol. ii., 
pp. 42, 35, 37. Christian Examiner, numbers for Nov., 1853, and 
March, 1861. Warbubton's Works, vols, xi., 26—30; v. 407. 
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our lot serves to develope the faculties of body and 
mind, to strengthen and build up the character ; how, 

in fact, all evil finally takes on some shape of good, 

and thus vindicates the divine wisdom in subjecting 

mnn to '*^ vanity." To begin vyith the lowest form of 

the subject :■ — 

I. Physical Evils, — We may safely say that our 
usefulness and happiness are largely dependant on 
the development of all our powers and gifts, pliysi- 
cal, mental, and spiritual. For accomplishing this, 
there must, of course, be occasion for that action 
of which this development is the legitiinate result. 
But, if there were no evil connected with our present 
condition and estate, how could this be ? Where the 
occasion for activity or exertion, if man were free 
from evil, and already as perfect as he is capable of 
being ? And if you leave him one step this side of 
perfection, you involve him in the necessary evil of 
imperfection. But if perfect in all respects, what 
moving cause would there be for action ? He has no 
wants to gratify ; no enjoyment to obtain ; no incon- 
venience to be rid of; no work to perform ; no end 
to seek or gain ; no occasion, whatever, for the 
slightest exertion of body or mind. The propelling 
power would be gone to a great degree, and \\\e 
would become as a still and stagnant pool, covered 
over with its green and slimy coating, unbroken by 
the winds of heaven, or the dip of a passing wing. 

Take one example only. If there were no hunger ; 
if man had been so constituted as never to want food, 
then there would have been no room for the activity, 
both of mind and body, which is now devoted to pro- 
curing this. The noble science of agriculture, which 
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IS SO rapidly unfolding the powers of the earth and 
the elements, and bringing us so constantly into the 
presence of infinite wisdom and benevolence, would 
have no being:. The constant hum of business and 
enterprise heard all over the earth, and the wonderful 
and complicated movements connected with the sup- 
ply of this one universal want, would cease at once. 
The far-stretching fields of grain, rich and ripe, wav- 
ing in the wind, and adding such beauty to the land- 
scape, and giving such joy to the heart of the behold- 
er — the mill, with the noise of its grinding, and the 
v^ild merriment of its whirling wheels and rushin^j 
waters — the pleasant garden-spot, with its various 
vegetable productions, and the satisfaction of cultivat- 
ing and watching over it — tlie groves of delicious 
fruit, planted by the hand of man in every clime — 
the proud ship, that bears its freight of blessings from 
shore to shore — the canal, the rail-road, the steam- 
ship, the magnetic telegraph, — all these would be 
struck out of existence ; and the thousands who are 
engaged in these manifold employments, and find a life 
and joy in the activity they afford, would fall back 
into a dead silence and listlessness, and all would be- 
come a complete and thorough blank in the place of 
that quick life and cheerful industry, which are bom 
of this want or evil, and those kindred to it. 

II Intel actual Evils^ or the Evils of Ignorance. — 
That ignorance of the government and works of God, 
gnorance of the truths of science, of the laws of or- 
ganized life, and of the physical universe, is the source 
of much evil, of accident and suffering, no one can, or 
is disposed to, deny. But suppose there w ere no ig- 
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norance in regard to these things ; suppose God had, 
when he created man, thoroughly instructed him in 
all the sciences ; and imparted to him, by direct mira- 
cle or revelatioii, a complete knowledge of all the laws 
of the physical world. It is true, you might in this 
way, get quit of all the suffering, of all the evil con- 
sequent upon ignorance ; but would you not also an- 
nihilate all the mental action and effort consequent 
upon it? 

If the Creator had given to man in the beginning, 
by inspiration or revelation, a knowledge of all the 
sublime and beautiful truths of astronomy, chemistry, 
geology, physiology, political science, natural philoso- 
phy, and all other departments of human knowledge-^ 
then all the labor of mind, the splendid intellectual 
triumphs by which these truths have been unfolded, 
and which have thrilled all souls that have witnessed 
their success, with admiration and joy — all this ac- 
tivity and consequent happiness had never been. And 
we had not known, as now, how glorious a creature 
the human mind is ; how manifold its powers and re- 
sources ; how heroically it will struggle against diffi- 
culties, till it rise up into the heavens, victorious over 
all, and reverently, yet without trembling, stand at 
last in the presence of the Eternal One! 

But not only this. With the loss of these efforts 
and triumphs, must be numbered also the countless 
books written on these subjects ; the glorious print- 
ing-press, giving wings to knowledge and truth ; the 
beautiful and exquisite instruments with which science 
has wrought out her discoveries ; and all the study 
and industry consequent upon them — all these must 
perish with the evils of ignorance ; or rather, but for 
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the evils of ignorance they could have haa 
ence. All the truths of science and art known 
there would be no use for them — no call for meii 
effort to invent, or mechanical labor to execute. 

If, then, there is any happiness in the discovery of 
truth, and the increase of knowledge, if any measure 
of our blessedness lies in the development and perfec- 
tion of the intellect, all which necessarily involve the 
existence of previous ignorance and imperfection — 
then, just to this extent, we are furni3hed with a so- 
lution of the great problem of evil ; or, at least, we 
see some of the important uses which evil may sub- 
serve. And now let us turn to — 

III. Moral Evil, If there had been no error or sin 
in the world, we should have known nothing of Jesus 
the Christ, that loftiest exhibition of perfected human- 
ity, that single bright star in the mingled firmament 
of earth and heaven, whose li^ht was never dimmed. 
We should have known nothinor of his deeds of love 
and mercy in return for hate and cruelty ; nothing of 
that life of his, always so serene and beautiful amid 
the storms of temptation and bigotry and persecution, 
and closed at last with that sublime prayer of forgive- 
ness and blessing, the very record of which even now 
thrills the souls of the millions with unutterable emo- 
tions of reverence and joy. And so one of the most 
instructive pages in the history of humanity would 
have been left totally blank, with not a single bright 
word of heaven's language to catch the eye, or quick- 
en the thought. 

And of God, also — if there were no sin, we should 
lose sight of half the glory of his character, and of the 
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beautiful and tender relations which he sustains to us. 
We should know him as a Go J of almighty power, of 
infinite wisdom, of perfect holiness ; but of his saving 
grace, of his mercy, of his patient and watchful care 
for his wayward children, of his long-sutFering and 
pardoning love, of his blessed promises of redemption 
— if there were no moral evil, no error nor sin, what 
should we know of these glorious exhibitions of the 
divine character ? How could they have been at all ? 
How could we have loved and adored, in spirit and 
understanding, the affectionate Father and the perfect 
God, as we love and adore him now ? ^ 

But there is another phase to this question of 
moral evil, which deserves a thought. It will be 
allowed very readily, that the virtues of charity, for- 
giveness, generosity, self-sacrifice, faith, fidelity, are 
of great worth, and give the highest grace and beau- 
ty to the character. All will agree that without 
these noble virtues, it would become tame and spirit- 
less, with scarcely a sinojle trait to waken our admir- 
ation, or call forth our reverence and love. The 
lively and animated picture of the soul's struggles 
and triumphs, would lose its richest coloring and fin- 
ish ; and life itself would be without point, without 
any useful or elevating aim. 

But if man had been created perfect, and never 
had fallen into any kind of sin, how could these 
virtues have birth or being ? If there were nothing 
to try our patience or our love, how could the worth 

* .ToNATHAN Edwards says, ** God does not will sin as sin, or for the 
Bake of any thing evil; though it be his pleasure so to order things, 
that, h3 permitting, sin will come to pass, for the sake of the great 
good that by his disposal shall be the consequence.*' Works, vol. ii., 
254. Edition 1829. 
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and truth of them bo proved ? If none offended 
aifainst us, how could we forgive ? If none did us 
evil, how could we obey the greatest of the divine 
requisitions, " Eeturn good for evil?" If there 
were no want nor sorrow, if there were no injustice nor 
wrong, where would be the noble examples of chari- 
ty and mercy, of generosity and self-forgetfulncss, 
which have adorned the history of the world, and 
moved multitudes of souls with admiring joy, and 
sent them forth with inspiration for the same blessed 
work ? If there were no sorrow nor pain, where had 
been those heavenly lessons of patient love, of affec- 
tionate devotion, under sternest trials ? where had 
been that sweet submission to God, that serene 
peace, that divine strength, which the frailest child 
of suffering has at times manifested ? leaving a wit- 
ness, before which the strono-est and most unwillinjx 
have bowed; and, through the power ofw^hich, the 
humblest and weakest have felt themselves lifted up 
to new eourao:e and faith. 

If, then, these virtues are of any worth ; if charity, 
forgiveness, resignation, faith, self-sacrifice, have any 
value in themselves, or as examples to the world ; if 
they adorn the human character, and are necessary 
to the perfect development cf the human heart, then 
here again is a reason why the Creator did not make 
man j)erfect in the begining, but determined rather to 
leave him to perfect himself through toil and strug- 
gle, through defeat and victory, through obedience, 
and self-conquest, and faith, and love, aided and 
blessed by the Holy Spirit — another reason why he 
subjected him to temporal evil, that he might, 
tbiougii this, work out for himself an abiding, ever- 
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lasting good. And Paul alludes to this view of the 
subject, in immediate connection with the passage 
already quoted, saying, with exultant emphasis :— 
" I reckon that the sufferings of this present time, 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us." — Eom. viii. 18. And he 
repeats the thought in his second letter to the Co- 
rinthians, in yet more definite and nervous phrase : — 
" For which cause we faint not ; but though our out- 
ward man perish, the inward man is renewed day by 
day ; for our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, workeih for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight cf glorj'," iv. 1 5, 17. 

And doubtless one purpose of our present condition 
of mingled evil and good, is to lead us up to the 
thought of and desire for this " eternal weight of 
glory, which shall be revealed in us." If there were 
no evil here, no vanity or imperfection, no drawback 
of any sort connected with the things of this life, we 
should cling to them always, and never look higher, 
nor desire anything better. Earth would become our 
heaven, tlte world our god, and our life the life mere- 
ly of the animal. 

But now the temptations, and sins, and fai'ures, 
and sorrows, the unsatisfying character of our pur- 
suits and pleasures, the perishable nature of earthly 
possessions — in a word, " the vanity and vexation of 
spirit" which wait on all worldly things reveal to us 
that this is not our home, that these are not all God 
has in store for us. They lead us when sick at heart 
and dissatisfied, even though our highest ambitions 
are gratified ; when weary with our struggles against 
evil, and disheartened with the ills of life — these 
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very ills and disappointments coll up within us irre- 
pressible longings and yearnings for, and point us for- 
ward to, something nobler and better than anything 
this world can give : something that will not betray 
our trust, nor defeat our hopes ; something imperish- 
able and eternal.^ 

" For, from the birth 
Of mortal man, the sovereign Maker said. 
That not in humble, nor in brief delight ; 
Not in the fading glories of renown. 
Power's purple robes, nor pleasure's flowery lap. 
The soul should find eigoyment, but from these 
Turning disdainful to an eternal good. 
Through all the ascent of things enlarge her view. 
Till every bound at length should disappear, 
And infinite perfection close the scene ! "' 

But then of course this disciplinary result of evil 
depends entirely upon the fact that all shall end weU, 
*' and infinite perfection close the scene." It all turns 
on the truth that evil is temporal, as Paul says, and 
that these light afflictions are comparatively but for a 
moment. Deliberately to plan, purpose, ordain and 
perpetuate this " vanity," or evil of any kind, as an 
end, for its own sake, is too monstrous to admit of 
defence. The only possible method of vindlcatLug the 
existing order of things, is on the Bible ground, viz : 
that it is a means and not an end ; that it is a course 
of training, education and growth, preparatory to 
something higher ; that the battle is to terminate in 
victory, and present imperfection, sin and suffering^ 

* " And their longing for a future porfestion is shared by all created 
beings^ whose discontent at pres-nt impprfeclion points to another 
state freed from cri'Z. "—Conybeare & IIowson's Life and Epistles ol 
St. Paul, vol. ii. 171. Marginal notes to Rom. viii. 17. 

* Akenside's ** Pleasures of Imagination." 



30 TIIEOLOaY OF UXIVERSALISM. 

to give place to future perfection, holiness, and 
joy.' 

And the argument applies equally to all ; for if all 
were " made!'' subject to '' vanity,'' then all have an 
equal claim to deliverance from its bondage. And 
this is the posit on of the inspired Apostle ; for he dis- 
tinctly asserts that the same " creature" subjected, 
viz. the human creature, the entire race of mankind, 
shall be delivered.* And die accomplishment of this 
grand result is the purpose, and prophesied comple- 
tion, of the Saviour's mission, as revealed in the apoc- 
alyptic vision touching the New Jerusalem : '* Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain ; for the for- 
mer things are passed away." Rev. xxi. 

Thus do we see that the " vanity" and " bondage" 
of the present state, are prophetic of " the glorious 

' William Law, who was a Universalist, anil the author of the " Se- 
rious Call" and '* Christian Perfection," works greatly prized by the 
orthodox sects, says on this point : ** Jis for the purification of all 
human nature^ I fully believe it, either in this world, or some after 
ages. And as to that of angels, if it is possible, I am glad of it, and 
also sure enough that it will then come to pass." Letters, Letter xii., 
London edition, 17G2. Southcy, in his life of Wesley, states Laws'a 
theological views in detail, including his belief that '* all beings will 
finally be happy." Vol. i. p. 2IG, Harper's edit. 

2 Whitby says " the creature" means " the whole race of men," 
** all the world;" Macknigut says, "every human creature," " all 
mankind," &c. ; Bloomfield, "the human race;" Iaspis, ** the uni- 
versal world" (itwiversww inundum). The universality of meaning 
in both members of the proposition, is admitted on all hT-nds. 
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liberty" of the future. The temporal evil is but the 
herald of everlasting good ; and the very imperfec- 
tion, physical and moral, of the earthly constitution 
of things, is suggestive of change ; the pledge, in 
fact, of that final beatified condition which is " with- 
out variableness" or the shadow of change. This in- 
fant school of our being, where with much cflTort, with 
many failures and repetitions, we slowly learn the A, 
B, C, of life's lessons, points with unerring finger to 
the University of Heaven, where, our spiritual edu- 
cation completed, we enter upon the glories and the 
delights of the life immortal. 

To tliis result the character of God as a wise and 
beneficent Creator, and all the divine attributes of 
Power, Wisdom, Goodness and Justice, stand com- 
mitted. It is the only solution of the vexed problem 
of evil. It is the only satisfactory exposition of the 
purpose of God's creation. And, finally, it is the 
only doctrine which equally vindicates his perfection, 
honors his government, and challenges the admiration, 
the worship, the confidence and aflfection of all his in- 
telligent creatures. 

That this statement rests on a sure foundation, with 
abundant evidence in its support, will be verified by 
the arguments of the following sections, shewing that 
the attributes of Deity, in their active relation to the 
work of creation, do by their very nature involve 
and pledge this ultimate result. 
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SECTION II. 

THE WISDOM OF GOD — THE PLAN OF CREATION. 

Id the use of the word " wisdom " id this coddco- 
tioD, which is more popular thaD precise, we moaD 
chiefly koowledge — knowledge of all things and all 
events ; kDOwledge which embraces all possibilities, 
aDd excludes all contingencies. This is a necessary 
element in the character of Deity — a part of his es- 
sence. We cannot take away the attribute of omni- 
science, and leave the idea of God and the Creator 
perfect. All things are of God ; creation is but the 
out-birth of his thought and action ; all events flow 
from causes which his will has set in motion — and, 
therefore, of necessity, he knows all things as the 
original cause of all things. 

This fact is recognized everywhere in the Bible, in 
such passages among others as these : — " Known unto 
God are all his works from the beo^iiininjj of the world." 
—Acts XV, 1 8. " Great is the Lord, and of great 
power ; his understanding is infinite." — Ps. cxlvii. 5. 
" He is perfect in knowledge." . . . . " With him is 
strength and wisdom ; the deceiver and the deceived 
are his." — Ps. xxii., xxvi. " Declaring the end from 
the be<]jinninoc9 and from ancient tines the thinsrs that 
are not yet done, saying, ily counsel shall stand, and 
I will do all my pleasure." — Isa. xlvi. 10. ''For 
thou, even thou only kno\ve«t tlie hearts of all the 
children of men." — 1 Kings viii. 30. " For T know 
their works and their thoughts : it shall come, that I 
will gather all nations and tongues ; and they shall 
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come and see my glory." — lea. Ixvi. 18. "Neither 
is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight ; 
but all things are naked and open unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do." — lleb. iv. lo. 
'* Doth not he see my way, and count all my steps ? 
.... For his eyes are on the ways of man, and he 

seeth all his goings Therefore, he know- 

eth their works and overturneth them." — Job xxxi., 
xxxiv. " The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good." — Prov. xv. 3. 
" Thou under^tandest my thought afar off (i. e. be- 
fore it has fairly reached me, or come into my own 
mind), and art acquainted with all my ways. There 
is not a word in my tongue, but lo ! O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether." — Ps. cxxxix. " Behold, 
the former things are come to pass, and new things 
do I declare ; before they spring forth, I tell you of 
them." — ^Isa. xlii. 9. 

These passages set forth the doctrine of God'3 om- 
niscience in clearest terms. The past, the present, 
and the future, are all one to him, as the darkness 
and the light are one. The future cannot hide from 
him any more than the darkness. Eternity cannot 
teach him anything new. 

There can be no additions to his knowledge, by the 
occurrence of events which he did not foresee or an- 
ticipate ; events or results which were not embraced 
in his original plan. Nothing can come to pass by 
the action of causes outside of himself, causes inde- 
pendent of his will, and sclt-crcative. 

Botli the cluiniotcr of God as sole Creator, as the 
Alpha and Omega of the universe, and the Scriptures 
as the authorized exponent of his attributes, establish 
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beyond controversy, the fact that all things are 
known unto him Prom the be^^lnnino: to the end. He 
knows what is to be ; and he shows this knowledge 
in the spirit of prophecy, by foretelling the events 
before they come to pass. He knows the thoughts 
and purposes of the hearts of all the children of men, 
the evil and the good ; marks all their ways, counts 
their steps, and numbers the very hairs of their 
heads. Every thing, thought, word, desire, action, 
event, lies open, naked before his all- seeing eye ; 
from the establishment of a solar system, or the de- 
struction of a nation, down to the idle word, or the 
heart-pulse of the obscurest mortal on earth ; yea, 
down to the Ipast interests of the invisible animalcule. 
" His understanding is infinite ; he is perfect in 
knowledge." 

The logical deductions from these divinely author- 
ized premises, are obvious to every one who has 
given any thought to the subject. The Divine 
Knowledge embraces the future and final condition 
of every soul of man, and did embrace it from ths 
beginning, as a part and portion of the original plan 
of God, inherent in the very purpose and end had in 
view in the creation of man. 

Let us consider this well. Far back in the soli- 
tudes of eternity, neither man nor the earth had an 
existence. It was entirely optional with God, 
whether he would or not, shape this earth, and set it 
running through its orbit ; whether he would or not, 
create such a being as man, and put him here to live 
out his threescore years and ten. There was no 
power nor influence outside of his own choice, to 
C()ni[»ol him to create He was perfectly free to do, 
or leave undone. 
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But he chose to do ; he determined to create just 
Buch a world as we are livin-:]^ in, and just such a race 
of creatures as mankind. Of course, he did not do 
this without a motive, without some specific object in 
view, and some clearly defined plan, or method, by 
which this object was to be obtained. He could not 
foreordain the end, without a foreordination of the 
means necessary to it. We ci^nnot suppose he begjin 
the work of creation, as the man of the parable 
began to build his house, without counting the cost, 
or considering: whether he were able to finish or not. 

Let us now take the case of a single soul, and fol- 
low it through its various experiences to the close of 
its earthly course, and its. entrance upon the scenes 
of its future and final destiny. By the will of God 
this soul exists. Why did he bring it into being? 
Was it from caprice or sudden impulse, without 
a motive or a plan, without knowing what he 
should do with it, or what was to become of it? Or, 
did he enter upon the feoiemn work of giving exis- 
tence to this immortal creature, for a good and 
satisfactory reason, knowing perfectly what he was 
doing, seeing into all the future of its life in time and 
eternity, having a distinct and settled purpose in 
regard to its destination, and having all the agencies 
appointed and arranged, by which this purpose was 
CO be accomplished ? 

Certainly this last. The very idea of infinite 
goodness, of unerring and all-comprehensive wis- 
dom, compels to this conclusion. Of course, then, it 
follows, that in creating this soul with a specific end 
in view, with a pre-determined object to be realized, 
he would endow it with reference to this end and ob- 
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jcct. Whatever moral powers and faculties, what- 
ever physical passions and propensities, whatever 
strength or weakness, knowledge or ignorance, enter- 
ed into the organization of this being, it would be 
with a perfect foresight of their operative relations to 
the plan with which, or the specific destiny for 
which, he was created. AH his attributes of spirit 
and body, all his intellectual and moril qualities, 
would be harmonized , with this plan. Nothing 
would be allowed to enter into his composition, 
which would work to the defeat of this plan. This 
is implied in the very notion or conception of plan. 
He would not create this immortal beino: for a fore- 
ordained destiny, and then endow him with moral and 
mental qualities, which he distinctly saw would, and 
of course, therefore, intended should, forever prevent 
it from realizing that destiny ! 

Let us have this in a more definite form. " By 
the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, 
some men and angels are predestinated unto ever- 
lasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting 
death. These angels and men thus predestinated 
and foreordained, are j>articularly and unchangeably 
determined, and their number is so certain and defi- 
nite, that it cannot be either increased or diminished." 

Now suppose the soul, whose case is under review, 
was one of the number " foreordained to everlasting 
deuth ; " suppose God had, at the time of its crea- 
tion, purposed and pre-determined that it should, in 
common phrase, be damned, is it likely he would 
bestow upon it euch spiritual faculties and tendencies, 
and surround it with such heavenly influences as 
would surely work out its salvation ? Suppose, on 



GOD— HIS ATTRIBUTES, ETC. 87 

the other hand, that this soul was one of the number 
*' predestinated unto everlasting life," can we for a 
moment believe that be, wbo created it, and in creat- 
ing had the choice of what it should and what it 
should not be, would endow it with any powers or 
agencies which he knew certainly would forever pre- 
vent it from attaining to this everlasting life ? Or, in 
briefer phrase, if God intended this soul for hell, 
would he send a Saviour into the world to bring it 
to heaven ? And if he intended it for heaven, would 
he send a devil into the world to drag it down to 
hell? 

This places the subject in its true position ; and 
the old Calvinistic ground set out in the above quo- 
tation, is the only ground on which the doctrine of 
endless woe can make any show of defence. If a 
single soul be damned, it is because it was created 
for this end, foreseen and foreordained. It was the 
original thought and plan of God in creating it, and 
not because he has made a mistake ; not because tlic 
soul is anything different from what he expected ; 
not because its faculties have been so perverted, tj 
his great grief, that the design of its creation is de- 
feated. This is the only consistent and logical 
ground for those who assert the omnipotence and 
i)nini.<cience of God. 

J>ut for those who also believe in the infinite good- 
ness of God this ground is impossible. It is impossi- 
ble to believe that " God is Love," as the Apostltj 
declares (1 John iv.), and at the same time believe 
that he deliberately sat down to the work of giving 
existence to an immortal soul, only that he might 
mak? that existence an endless curse to it I There 
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can be no more awful blasphemy than this yoking 
together Infinite and Everlasting Love with Intinite 
and Everlasting Woe.^ 

Buf one conclusion, therefore, remains, that God, 
at the time of creating this soul — and the argument 
is from one soul to all souls — intended it for everlast- 
ing life and blessedness ; for an endless growth in 
knowledge, in spiritual power and heavenly glory. 
This was his purpose. Hence we have such testi- 
monies as these : " Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive glory and honor and power; for thou hast cre- 
ated all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created." Rev. iv. 11. " Having]: made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, ace .rding to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself; that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even in him." 
Ep'.i. i. Here we have a plain and emphatic declar- 
ation of the purpose and pleasure of God in regard to 
the creation and final destiny of all intelligences, 
whether in heaven or on earth. We see what he 
created them for. There is no doubt as to his oriori- 
nal intention and design. 

And now the argument for his infinite wisdom re- 

* JoHJ« Foster, distinguished among the English Baptists as a thinker 
and writer, in his letter to a young clergyman troubled with doubts in 
regard to endless punishment, says, " I acknowledge myself not con- 
vinced of the orthodox doctrine. Endless punishment ! Hopeless 
misery through a duration to which the most enormous terms of time 
will be absolutely nothing ! I acknowledge my inab.lity (I would say 
it reverently,) to admit this belief together with a belief in the Divine 
Goodness — the belief that God is Love, that his tender mercies are 
over all his works.'*— Sheppard^s Life and Correspondence 0/ John 
Foster. Letter 220. 
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turns with irresistible force. Cre.itino: witli this de- 
sign, he of course arranged Iiis plan of operations, and 
ordered his government and laws in rei'erencc to it. 
The nature he bestowed on man, the aiental forces, 
the moral sentiments, the religious element, the bod- 
ily appetites, were all harmonized to this central 
thought and aim. The divine omniscience took in wU 
the possibilities and certainties of his life, determiLed 
all the circumstances of his lot, foresaw all the in- 
fluences, however subtle, and inappreciable by us, 
which would act oi. him ; and pre-arranged that they 
should all, directly or indirectly, contribute to the 
purposed result ; and to the development and glory 
of " the riches both of the wisdom and the knovvledirc 
of God, and of his unsearchable judgments." £om« 
xi. Or in the truthful linss of Akenside : 

** Beholding in the sacred light 
Of his essential reason all ihe shapes 
Of swift contingence, all successive ties 
Of action propagated through the sum 
Of possible existence. He at once 
Down the long series of eventful time 
So fixed the dates of being, so disposed 
To every living soul of every kind 
The field of motion and the hour of rest. 
That all conspired to his supreme design. 
To universal good ! '* 

Let us say all we can here of the " free agency" of 
man, of the obstinacy and depravity of the human 
heart, of the regection of the offers and conditions of 
salvation ; and after all the argument founded upon 
the Scriptural statement, that, "known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning to the end," fur- 
nishes a simple and final reply to it. God either 
did, or did not, foresee all these difficulties (if there 
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be any difficulties with God^') when he devised his 
plan of creation and redemption. If he did not fore- 
see them, then he does not know '' all his works from 
the beginning to the end" — but the Bible affirms that 
he does : He did, therefore, foresee all these difficul- 
ties, and foreseeing, of course, he provided against 
them, and adjusted his plan with express reference to 
overcoming them.* 

We must not forget that both the use and the 
abuse of the freedom of man, lay within the sweep of 
God's omniscience at the time of creatinor him. If he 
had foreseen that man would so abuse this moral free- 
dom as to defeat his purpose in creating, he would 
have arranged it differently. And as he did not ar- 
range it differently, we need have no fears of its being 
a hindrance in the way of the fulfilment of that pur- 
pose. 

Whatever, therefore, the measure of man's freedom, 
it was embraced in the original plan of his creation, 
and is perfectly consistent with the aim and end of 
that plan, viz. : the highest perfection and blessed- 

' Th3 following is from Dr. Johnson, thu great lexicogr.xpher (if Bp. 
Porteus is right,) and while it is directly to the point argued in the 
text, it will show the opinion of this literary giant in regard to the 
great restoration. The passages are from sermons published by Dr. 
Taylor, but which were undoubtedly written by Dr. Johnson. See 
BoswelPs Life, vol. iii. chap. vi. — "We know th^t God is infinite 
in wisdom, in power, and in goodness ; that therefore ne designs the 
hapjiiness of all his creaturea ; that he cannot but know the proper 
m3ims by which this end may be obtained ; and that, in the use of these 
means, as he cannot be mistaken because he is omniscient, so he cannot 
be defeated because he is almighty." In another of these sermons on 
Psalm cxlv. 9, he says, " Far and wide as is the vast range of existence, 
so is the Divine benevolence extended ; and both in the previous trial 
Bkud final retribution of all his rational and moral productions , the 
Ix)rd is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works," 
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A. IS8 of wliich he is constitutionally capable. To this 
result the wisdom of God is pledged ; and all the 
foreseen means for its accomplishment lie within the 
reach, and ready at the fitting time for the use, of 
that Almighty Power which " vvorketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will." Eph. i. And tlie 
next section will illustrate the manner in which the 
Divine Will conforms the human will to its gracious 
purposes, without in any respect violating its rights, 
or restraining its freedom or voluntary action. 

SECTION III. 

THE POWER OP GOD OMNIPOTENCE, MORAL AND SPIRITUAL, AS 

WELL AS PHYSICAL. 

§ I. God almighty in his power over mind as well 
as matter, — ^The Bible abounds in declarations of the 
illimitable and infinite power of God, passages setting 
forth his ability to create and to destroy, to govern 
and control the destinies of nations and individuals, 
to accomplish all his purposes, and to do his will 
throughout the physical and spiritual universe. It 
is important to observe the language of this state- 
ment — that God is omnipotent, not only in the natur- 
al world, but also in tha moral and spiritual world. 
It is as easy for him to create and govern a soul, as 
to create and govern a sun or a planet. And it re- 
quires no more effort on his part to discipline and 
save a moral being, according to the laws of his 
moral nature, than it requires to control the solar 
systems, according to the material laws impressed 
upon them at the time of their creation. 
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This fact 18 part and parcel of the very^ idea of 
God, and essential to the successful government of 
the world, and the realization of the divine plan and 
purpose in creating man. And this fact is every- 
where recognized in the Scripture testimonies to the 
almighty power of God. 

It is not only the sunshine and the rains, the winds 
and the lightnings, the sea and the rivers, the earth, 
and its vitalizing forces, that he employs to work out 
his purposes and wishes ; but the thoughts and the 
affections, the impulses and the actions, the good and 
the evil, of intelligent and moral beings. 

If any one should say that God had created a 
material world — the " lost pleiad," for example — and 
that, having created it, he could not control it, could 
not keep it in its orbit, nor compel it into obedience 
to the laws of gravitation ; but that, by growth of 
the forces he had incorporated in it, it had broken 
from his hold, rushed from its heavenly path, and 
plunged into the infinite abysses of space, carrying 
confusion, and wreck, and ruin, into all the surround- 
ing systems and constellations ; and th it the Creator 
had exerted all his might and power to restore it 
again to its ancient orbit, and remedy the evils of its 
rebellion and desertion, but had utterly failed, and 
was obliged to abandon the effort, and leave its place 
among the starry orbs forever vacant — 

If any one should make such a statement as this, 
or teach such a doctrine, would not all Christian peo- 
ple say that it was virtually atheism ? a rejection of 
the perfections of the Divine character; a direct denial 
of the omnipotence and supreme government of God ; 
an accusation against him of weakness and incapaci- 
ty? 
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But suppose this person should affirm precisely the 
Bame thing of God's creation and government of the 
spiritual universe ; suppose he should teach that he 
had created a world of intelligent beings, and estab- 
lished over them a moral government, but that con- 
trary to his plan and expectation, the powers and 
agencies, the intellectual atd spiritual forces, which 
he had bestowed upon them, had developed into an 
opposition to his authority and rule, which he could 
not overcome ; and that, after exhausting all his 
moral resources, he was utterly unable to restore man 
to obedience, and would therefore be obliged to 
abandon him to endless rebellion and sin, and ac- 
knowledge his creation and government, as originally 
constituted, a complete failure. 

Suppose he should affirm this ; would there be the 
slightest difference between it and the former state- 
ment regarding the " lost pleiad ?" Would it not be 
substantially the same thing as it respects the athe- 
ism, and the denial of the divine omnipotence and 
perfection ? What is the difference, at bottom, 
whether you deny the power of God over spirit ; or 
deny his power over matter ? Whether you say he 
cannot save a planet, or cannot save a soul, from 
ruin? 

Of course, we do not ignore the essential difference 
between matter and mind ; between the laws which 
govern a planet, and those which govern a soul. It 
is not contended that God undertakes to rule and 
save a free spirit, in the same way in which he holds 
the sun in its place, or sends a planet through its 
orbit. But the thing we do contend for, the thing 
which the complete omnipotence of God logically 
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flccessitates, is, that he is just as ample in his spiritual 
resources for educating, training, and saving the 
souls of men, as he is in his physical resources for 
ehaping, guiding, and governing the worlds and con- 
stellations in their courses. And we contend, far- 
ther, that he can do the first without the violation of 
any moral agency, or of any spiritual law, just as 
easy as he can do the last, without the violation of 
any natural or physical law. 

And this, as already said, is clearly and positively 
the teaching of the Scriptures. " Behold thou hast 
made the heaven and the earth by thy great power 
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard 
for thee."— Jer. xxxii. 17, 27. " O Lord God of 
our fathers, art not thou God in heaven ? and rulest 
not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen ? and 
in thine hand is there not power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand thee." — 2 Chron. xx. 6. 
" He ruleth by his power forever, his eyes behold 
the nations. The Lord reigneth ; he is clothed with 
majesty ; the Lord is clothed with strength, where- 
with he hath girded himself: the world also is es- 
tablished that it cannot be moved." — Ps. Ixvi. xciii. 
" Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in 
heaven, and in earth, and in the seas, and in all deep 
places." — Ps. cxxxv. 

These passages, out of a multitude, set forth the 
physical omnipotence of the Deity, or his infinite 
power over the material universe. 

But side by side with these are such testimonies as 
the following, relating to the moral world : — " The 
king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the riveri 
of water : he tumeth it whithersoever he wUV^-^ 
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Prov. XXI. 1. " A man's heart deviseth his wav ; 
but the Lord directeth his stcps^^' xvi. 9. " For it 
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure.'' — Phil. ii. 18. " For whom 
he did foreknow he also did predestinate to he con- 
foi*med to the image of his Son, ... . moreover 
wliom he did predestinate, them he also called,^'' — 
Com. viii. " Now there are diversities of gifts, but 
the same spirit ; and there are diversities of opera- 
tions, but it is the same God which worJceth all in 
alU^ — 1 Cor. >ii. "Therefore said I unto you that 
no man can come unto me, except it were given him 
of my Father^ — John vi. 65. '' Even for this same 
purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee, and that my name may be declared 
throughout all the earth." — Rom. ix. 17. " A new 
heart will I also give you^ and a new spirit will I put 
within you ; and 1 will talce away the stony heart 
out of your fleshy and I will give you a heart of flesh. 
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutcs.^^ — Ezek. xxxvi. 26. " He 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth ; and none 
Can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou ? " — Dan. iv. 35. "It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God. And they were 
astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, 
Who then can be saved ? And Jesus looking upon 
them, saith, With men it is impossible, but not with 
God ; for with God all things are possihle.^^ — Mark 
X. 28—27. 

Similar passages might be multiplied to any ex- 
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tent ; but these are sufficient to establish the state- 
ment, tliat the Bible teaches the omnipotence of God 
in the moral and spiritual world, as well as in the 
material world : that he governs the affections and 
purposes of men as easily, and as truly, as he governs 
the motions of the planets. In his own time, he takes 
away the stony heart of Israel., and gives them a new 
heart and a new spirit, and causes them to walk in 
his statutes. lie predestinates and calls those chosen 
to the work of the Gospel, and conforms them to the 
image of his Son. He works in men both to will 
and to do according to his pleasure. He doeth his 
will equally among the spirits of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of earth; and in the w^ork of salva- 
tion, there is no degree of selfishness, no love of the 
world, no darkness of mind, no depravity of heart, 
too great to be overcome by the infinite power of his 
truth and love ; for the Saviour* directly and posi- 
tively affirms, in regard to this very point, that 
nothing is impossible with God ! 

Tnis position established, the next question is. Since 
he his the power ^ will he use it ? Is there any Scrip- 
tural evidence that he will put awav all sin and evil, 
renew all hearts, and by the infinite energies of his 
Spirit, bring all souls into harmony with truth and 
holiness ? The passages which follow, will answer 
this question : 

" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation ; he hath covered me with 

the robe of righteousness For as the earth 

bringeth forth the bud, and as the garden causeth 
the things that are sown in it to spring forth, sc 
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the Lord God will cause righteousness an 1 praise 
to spring forth before all the nation s.^^ — Isa. Ixi. 10, 
11. The comparisoii here is equally intelligible and 
positive. As surely as the earth puts forth its bud, 
and the garden causes the seed sown in it to spring 
lip, so surely will the truth and grace of God put 
forth their bud also, and in due time cause riofhteous- 
ness to spring up in the hearts of all the nations of 
the earth. The productive relations of seed and soil 
are not more fixed in the order of nature, than the 
results of the regenerating power of divine truth in 
the soul of man. 

And how can it be otherwise ? Look at it. If 
the atmosphere, the sunshine, the rain, electricity, 
fire, the ocean, the tree, the grain of wheat, every 
element of nature, answers the purpose in the mate- 
rial world for which it was created ; why should the 
Holy Spirit, why should the Infinite Love of God, 
be eternally defeated of their ends in the spiritual 
world ? 

But this thought is repeated in other words, and 
the point of the comparison rr ade more significant, if 
possible. " For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
ihat it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater ; SO shall my word he that goeth forth cut of 
my mouth, it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I eent it." — Isa. Iv. 10, 
11. 

Can anything be more direct and conclusive than 
this proclamation of the eflSciency of the divine will 
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and spirit in the salvation of mankind ? Was it ever 
known that the rain came down from heaven and 
went back again without watering the earth ? Was 
it ever known that God failed to restore the earth in 
spring time, and make it bud and bring forth ? 
Never ! Just as surely, then, as the rain does not re- 
turn to the heavens without doin^: the work for 
which it was sent, so surely the word of God shall 
not return to him void. As certainly as the forces of 
nature in spring renew and freshen the earth into life 
and beauty^ and abundance, so certainly shall his 
truth, the gospel of his grace, renovate and restore 
the moral world to its primeval beauty and purity. 
And this is the argument and witness of God himself, 
to show that, having infinite spiritual power, he will 
use it for the salvation of mankind, as efficiently as 
he uses his nfinite physical power in the creation and 
renewal of the earth. 

But there are other texts going directly^ without 
comparison, to the same result. " For this is the 
(jovenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws 
into their minds^ and write them in their hearts • 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me 
a people : and they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying. Know 
the Lord — for all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more." — Heb. viii. 10 — 12. Observe, here, 
not only ihe universality of the phraseology, but the 
absoluteness of it. God says, I will put my law in 
their hearts — they shall be my people, and they shall 
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know, and their sins and iniquities ahall be put away. 
He not only has the moral power to change and 
save them, but he declares he will employ it to this 
end. 

" There is no God beside me ; a just God and a 
Saviour. Look unto me, and he ye saved^ all the 
ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there is none 
else. I have sworn by myself, the -word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return. 
That unto me every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength — to him shall men come \ 
and all that are incensed against him shall be 
ashamed." — Isa. xlv. 21 — 25. Here we have the 
same direct and unqualified language from the Lord 
himself, affirming the truth, that the infinite energies 
of his spirit will he used in renewing the soul of man 
unto righteousness. There are no conditions nor 
contingencies here — " be ye saved " — " every knee 
shall bow " — absolute and certain, wrought out by 
the will of God, whose omnipotence cannot fail of its 
end. 

§ II. The Freedom of the human will^ or " Free 
Agency,^^ — ^It may be said in reply to the preceding 
reasoning, that this is simply compelling men to be 
saved, without reorard to their voluntarv action. We 
answer. No ; for all this is done in harmony with 
spiritual laws and man's freedom. There is no com- 
pulsion, no force. The comparison of the garden 
and the rain is still in place. The earth is not com- 
pelled mechanically to bud and bring forth, and there 
is no violation of atmospheric laws when the rain 
falls. The seed do not lose their freedom or indi- 
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viduality as seed, because the air, and rain, and sun- 
shine, operating through the soil, develope the germ 
within, and push it out into leaf, and bud, and blos- 
som, and fruit. So with the soul, of man ; there is 
no violation of law, no loss of freedom, no conflict of 
forces, when the Spirit of God, acting with the ti-uth, 
sends in the light upon the darkened mind, quickens 
the affections, and lifts the whole being into the eter- 
nal life of faith and love. Paul was as free when he 
preached the Gospel, as when he persecuted the dis- 
ciples ; and he followed the impulses of his heart as 
truly, when he asked, submissively, " Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?" as when he left the Damascus 
gate, *' breathing out threatenings and slaughter ! " 
The only difference was that, in the meantime, God 
had changed his heart ; or, in other words, the truth 
and light of heaven had streamed in upon his soul, 
and he willingly and rejoicingly followed their lead. 
And this is the case with every converted soul. As 
Dr. Woods, of Andover Seminary, says : " The true 
convert wills or chooses as really as before. The 
difference is, he now chooses right. He now has a 
will truly free. Before his will was free from com- 
pulsion — free in every sense necessary to his being a 
moral, accountable agent. But after all he was a 
slave to sin, and under the bondage of corruption. 
Now he is free, and 1 is will is free in the best sense, 
free from the slavery of depraved passions and de- 
sires. The work of God in conversion emancipates 
the sinner from this degrading bondage, and brings 
him into subjection to the will of God. This is true 
liberty, " The glorious liberty of the sons of God." 

* Woods' Works, vol. v., p. 549. See also his " Letters to Unitar 
riana," Letter x., and " Reply to Ware," Works, vol. iv. 81-93, 250 
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And the philosophy of this method of conver- 
sion and salvation which Paul had experimentally 
known in his own soul, he afterwards asserted and 
illustrated in his letter to the Hebrew believers : 
'' Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ.^' Chap. xiii. 

In our anxiety to assert the freedom of man's will, 
we must not forget that God is free as well as man ; 
free to choose, free to work. It is said that, if God 
influences man so as to make the result certain, then 
he is not free, he cannot do as he pleases. But if 
man can so abuse his freedom as to defeat the pur- 
pose of God, then God is not free ; he cannot do as he 
pleases ! 

Suppose Paul had possessed a " free agency" 
which would not yield to the enlightening influences 
of the Holy Spirit — suppose in the exercise of his 
freedom, he had chosen to remain Saul, the perse- 
cutor, instead of becoming Paul, the apostle, accord- 
ing to the purpose of God; whose freedom would 
have been greatest in this case ? whose will the 
strongest ? whose plans overturned ? But is not the 
principle involved in this case the same operating in 
the case of every soul finally wrecked and ruined ? 
If God created man for endless happiness and glory, 
and man abuses his agency to his endless destruction 
—if God is not free to bring him to heaven, and man 
is free to go to hell ; whose freedom is mightiest in 
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this case ? whose will prevails ? and whose plans are 
overthrown ? ' 

We should be careful, as observed, in defending hu- 
man freedom, not to destroy Divine freedom. And we 
must remember that if man is a '* free agent," and 
can do as he chooses ; God is also a " free agent," 
and can do as he chooses — and that if the will and pur- 
pose of man come into conflict with the will and the 
purpose of God, there can be but one issue to such a 
conflict. God will prevail : and, as remarked he will 
prevail so as in no way to violate any law of our spir- 
itual constitution, or infringe in the slightest degree 
the moral liberty wiih which he has endowed us. 

Look at the following record : " And Jesus, walk- 

* De. Woods has a good thing on this point, which deserves a place 
here : ** No one can liave any power except what God gives, and there 
can be no greater absurdity than to suppose that God will give to any 
of his creatures a power which he cannot control, and which shaU in 
any possible circumstances, so come in the way of his administration aa 
actually to prevent him from doing what he wills to do. If he is really 
omnipotent, and if all power in creation depends on him, it must be 
that he will do all his pleasure ; that whatever he sees on the whole to 
be the best he will certainly accomplish. 

•• As the supreme government of God relates to all his works, it re- 
lates particularly to the moral world. This is the most important part 
of the creation, and it is of course most of all important that this should 
be man.'igcd right ; and to be managed right, is to be managed accord- 
lug to the will of Go 1 : or in other words according to the dictates of 
infinite perfection. If God is prevented from doing his own righteous 
and holy will, he is prevented by j^omethir.g within himself, or some- 
thing without himself If by something within himself, then there are 
contradictory attributes in his own spiritual nature : an imperfection in 
a mind which is absolutely perfect ; a principle opposed to wisdom and 
goodness in one who is infinitely wise and good. And to suppose that he 
is in any case hindered from doing his own pleasure by any thing with' 
out himself, that is, by something in created beings, is to suppose that 
he has designedly invested them with power to frustrate his designs. 
And this is the same as to suppose that he purposely acts against him- 
self "—JBii/ica/ Repositort/y Jan., 1844. 
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iug by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Slinon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 
into the sea ; for they were fishers. And he said 
unto them. Follow mc^ and I will make you fishers 
of men. And they straightway left their nets^ and 
followed him. And going on from thence, he saw 
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets ; and he called th^m. And they 
immediately left the ship and their father^ andfoU 
lowed him'^ Matt. iv. 18-22. And after these 
things he went forth, and saw a publican, named 
Levi, sitting at the Receipt of Custom, and he said 
unto him, Follow we. And he left all^ rose up and 
followed him^ Luke v. 27. 

Now were these men compelled to leave all and fol- 
low Jesus, in any sense that implied unwillingness on 
their part ? Was their " free agency" violated, or 
did they follow their own wishes and preferences ? 
Of course the last. They were just as free, acted just 
as entirely out of their own hearts, when they became 
the disciples of Jesus, as when they followed their 
former occupations. God had a new and higher 
work for them ; and when the time came, and the 
work was ready for them, they were ready for the 
work. And Peter and Andrew and James and John 
went into the ministry of the Gospel, as cheerfully as 
they ever went out upon the Lake of Galilee to fish. 
And Matthew, the tax-gatherer, even celebrates his 
abanJonment of the custom-house, and his conver- 
sion and obedience to the call of Christ, by a joyful 
gathering of his former business associates and 
friends. Luke v. 29. 
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There is no form which opposition to the great 
truth of universal reconciliation takes, indicative of 
such entire ignorance of the nature of man, of the 
philosophy of the human affections, as that which 
Bo persistently sets up against it, the doctrine of 
" free agency," and argues from it that " God will 
not compel men to be saved, will not force them into 
heaven." 

Do we compel the drunkard into temperance, 
when by showing him the evil of his course, 
and the benefits and blessings of a temperate 
life, and helping him to conquer his raging appe- 
tite, we restore hi n to himself and his family a 
reformed and happy man ? And when the aban- 
doned outcast, the depraved and hardened crim- 
inal, is subdued into tears and penitence by the ear- 
nest prayers and exhortations, by the persevering la- 
bor of love in his behalf; and finally shakes off the 
palsy of his sin, and enters gladly upon a new life of 
virtue and holiness — when thus he faces about to- 
wards heaven, is \\q forced to it in any sense that does 
not make the force a joy and a triumph to him ? in 
any sense that does not leave him, heart and soul, 
free as the air he breathes ? Did ever a reformed 
sinner complain that he was driven into reformatio d 
against his will ? 

And when through their much patience and gen- 
tleness, and long-suffering affection, a disobedient and 
wilful child is brought to the feet of his parents in 
shame and repentance, is any violence done to his 
freedom as a moral being ? Is it not rather that, in- 
stiucted by their teachings, and overcome by their 
love, he chooses what they choose for him, and so his 
will and theirs come into concurrence and unity. 
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Was the Prodigal Son any less free in wish or feel- 
ing, in purpose or will, when, taught by his folly, and 
influenced by his circumstances, and compelled^ if you 
will, by his sufferings, he said " I will arise, and go 
to my Father," than when he " gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance in riotous living?" Not one 
iota less free ; but infinitely wiser by his sorrowful 
experience, and willing henceforth to be guided by 
his father, and to find rest, and peace in the dear old 
home which gave him such loving welcome back. 

And I am happy to add here a testimony and an 
illustration on the point involved, from John Wesley, 
the founder of Methodism. *' There seems," says 
he, " to be a plain and simple way of removing this 
diflSculty, without entangling ourselves in any subtle, 
metaphysical disquisition. As God is one, so the work 
of God is uniform in all ages. May we not then con- 
ceive how he will work on the souls of men in time to 
come, by considering how he does work now ? and 
how he has wrought in times past ? Take one in- 
stance of Jthis in which you cannot be deceived. You 
know how God wrought in your own soul. He did 
not take away your understanding, but enlightened 
and strengthened it. He did not destroy any of your 
aflPections ; rather they were more vigorous than be- 
fore. Least of all did he take away your liberty, 
your power of choosing good and evil ; he did not 
force 3 ou ; but being assisted by his grace, you, like 
Mary, chose the better part. Just as he has assisted 
thousands, without depriving any of them of that lib- 
erty which is essential to a moral agent. Now in the 
same manner as God has converted so many to him- 
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self, without destroying their liberty, he can undoubt- 
edly, convert whole nations, or the whole world I It 
is as easy for him to convert a world, as one individ- 
ual soul." * 

And it is curious to see how the Arminian and 
the Calvinist both unite on this point to sustain the 
preceding reasoning. The following is from Prof. 
Stuart, late of the Andovcr Institution : 

" Men who doubt and reason thus do in their own 
hearts, make the work of conversion a mere business 
of moral suasion by force of reasoning and argument. 
They overlook the omnipotence of that Spirit^ whose 
office it is to bow the stubborn will, and soften the 
hearts of the unbelieving. What ! are not all things 
possible with God ? Can he not ' make the people 
willing in the day of his power ? ' Cannot he, who 
works in men ' according to the working of his mighty 
power which he wrought in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead,' can he not make the deaf to hear, 
and the blind to see ? Can he not raise the dead to 
life ? Has he not promised to do all this ? Has he 
not often repeated the assurance that he will do it ? 
Has he not done it in numberles.s instances ? Is any 
thing too hard for God? Are not ' all hearts in his 
hand ; ' and so in it, that he con turn them whither- 
soever he will, even as the rivers of water are turned ? 
Can any resist God's will? Cannot he whose 
mighty power bowed the hearts of our pagan ances- 
tors — cannot he bow the hearts of the children of 
Abraham ? With the apostle I answer, ' The Jews 
also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 

^ Sermon ou Isaiah, xi. 9 
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grafted in ; for Grod is able to graf them in.* Roro 
11 : 23. And how can they abide t\\ \nhelief^ whcr. 
according to the promise of God, of ^ibich he .viU 
never repent, the seed of Abraham shaU have a ne\r 
heart, and a right spirit given to them ? Tiit ouppo- 
sition calls in question the veracity of 0'>.ll To 
doubt on this subject, is to question his pown iNud his 
truth, the reality of the Christian religion, and the 
omnipotence of the Holy Spirit I Believers in the 
Scriptures are not permitted to doubt. The thing it 
certain. The decree has gone forth, stamped witl 
Heaven's own seal upon it. Jehovah hath sworn bj* 
himself, that every knee shall yet how to Jesus^ and 
every tongue confess that he is Lord,^^ 

" The day and the hour, when all which has been 
promised may be fulfilled, we may not know. It is 
not essential that we should know them. But the 
promises of God^ the facts which he has declared 
shall take place, are certain^ * 

' Sermon at Ordination ofW, G. Schauffleb. The following, froD> 
Dr. Pond, of the Bangor Theological Seminary, is conclusive on th« 
pouit : 

" The question therefore comes to this. Is it impossible for God to 
convert and sav% all men ? 

But in what sense can this be considered as impossible? Is it incon- 
sistent with the nature of the human mind, and with the freedom and 
accountability of man ? Such a supposition is a priori incredible ; b©- 
ciuse God made the minds of men, as well as their bodies — made them 
free, accountable agents— and it is not likely that he would give exis- 
tence to a being which it was impossible for him to control. Besides, 
is it not a fiUJt that God does control the minds of men, of all men, in 
perfect consistency with their freedom and a^sountability ? I speak not 
now of the manner in which this is done, whether by a direct efficiency 
in view of motives, or by the mere influence of motives ;— the fact that 
it is done wiU not be denied, except by those who deny that God exe- 
ecate8 his purposes and governs the world. The Scriptures too — by 
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The result, then, of our Scriptural investigations re- 
specting the omnipotence of God is substantially this : 
That his power over spirit is as absolute as is hia 
power over matter — that he can do his will as easily, 
and that he will do it as certainly, in the moral world 
as in the material world — that he not only has the 
power to lead his children from darknes into light, 
from unbelief and sin into faith and righteousness, to 
take away their evil heart and give them a new heart 
and a new spirit, and finally to reconcile and restore 
all things to hhnself ; but that " in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times," he will do it, teaching 
through Christ, sanctifying through his Holy Spirit, 
and so establishing the reign of Love and Holiness 
throughout the universe forever more 1 

SECTION IV. 
.THE GOODNESS OF GOD — INFINITE AND UNCHANGEABLE. 

It would be a work of supererogation to enter 
upon an elaborate argument to prove that God is infi- 
nitely good. Goodness is his nature and essence — 
" God is Love^^^ 1 John iv. And the very word 
" good " is but another way of saying " God ; " for 

necessary implication, by direct assertion, and in almost every form of 
representation and expression— Texhibit the free minds of men as subject 
to the control of Him who ruleth all. 

God's control over the free, responsible mind is also exhibited in 
every instance of conversion. Every conversion which tikes place is 
the work of God's Spirit, accomplished in perfect consistency with the 
nature of the mind, and without any infringement of human freedom 
or accountability. But are not all minds constituted essentially alike? 
And if it is possible for God to convert one sinner in the manner above 
described, why not two ? why not as many as he pleases? why not all V * 
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in the old Saxon, God and Good are one word, and 
not two, as with us. The word meant " goodness " 
or " the good," and hence, because of the infinitely 
benevolent character and disposition of the Divine 
Being, it was used to designate him, both as a name 
and a title.^ 

The eviJences and manifestations of God's good- 
ness, are co-extensive with his creation ; and its uni- 
versality and eternity are aflSrmed everywhere in the 
Sacred Scriptures. The heavens, the earth, and the 
sea, are his witnesses ; and prophets and apostles, 
Moses and Jesus, bear the same testimony to the 
truth, that "the Lord is good unto all, and hi** ten- 
der mercies over all his works." 

If, then, the very essence of the Deity is Love, if 
he is infinitely, and, of course, unchangeably good, all 
his actions must be good, everything he does, or ever 
will do, must proceed from his eternal love. The 
creation of man, the government of the world, his 
providence, his laws, his penalties and punishments, 
the mingled joys and orrows, the good and evil of 
our lot, all originate in beneficent wisdom, and must 
have a beneficent end. 

Of course, we cannot judge safely of the means, 
but we are sure of the end. God says, truly :— " JMy 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways 
your ways. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts." — Isa. Iv. Often 

^ It is worthy of note that, while God is so frequently called Love, he 
is never said to be Wisdom, or Power, or Justice. These are only at- 
tributes, or manifestations of the Deity; but Love is his essence, tho 
very nature and substance of God. 
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he accomplishes his designs in ways far above ours, 
and which we cannot understand ; but, whatever tho 
ways and means employed, when the end is reached, 
it will be found to be full of blessing. This is the 
necessary consequence of the fact of infinite good- 
ness. No other conclusion is possible. 

By the help of this plain and indisputable truth, let 
the reader interpret the language already cited in 
part, in a previous section : — " By the decree of God, 
for the manifestation of his glory, so^^e men are pre- 
destinated unto everlastino life, and others foreor- 
dained unto everlasting death. Those of mankind, 
that are predestinated unto life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, according to his 
eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret coun- 
sel and good pleasure of his wil.^, hath chosen in 
Christ, unto everlasting life, out of his mere free 
grace and love, without any foresight of faith or 
good works, or any other thing in the creature, aa 
conditions and causes moving him thereunto." * 

* And that I may not seem to make the present responsible for the 
past, I give the following, copied verbatim, from the Presbyterian 
Confession of Faith, as ratified by the General Assembly, in May, 1821, 
and amended in 1833, and published under the sanction of tho Assem- 
bly in 1834. The Presbyterians in the United States, number more 
than 4500 Ministers. 

*• God, from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy comistil of hii 
own willt freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to ptisa. 
******** 

"Wy the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others /oreor- 
dained to everlasting death. 

These angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained, arc par' 
ticularly and unchangeably designed, and their number is so certain 
and definite, that it cannot be either increased or diminished. 

Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, befoi*e the 
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Now, it is a matter of little consequence, go far aii 
it concerns the character of God, whether this awful 
result was foreordained by immutable decree, or sim- 
ply foreseen by an all-comprehending knowledge, 
(and this is a point which those who reject the de- 
crees with horror, and yet hold to endless punish- 
ment, do not seem to understand,) for the principle, 
the moral element involved, is the same in both 
cases. There can be no foreordination without a 
foreknowledge and choice of what is to be foreor- 
dained ; and, on the other hand, there can be no cer- 
tain foreknowledge of what is to come to pass, with- 

foundation of the world was laid, according to bis eternal and immuta- 
ble purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath 
chosen in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace 
and love, without any foresight of faith or good works, or persever- 
ance in cither of them, or any other thing in the creature, as conditions 
or causes moving him thereunto, and all to the praise of his glorious 
grace. 

As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eter- 
nal and most free purpose of his will, foreordained all the means 
thereunto. Wherefore, they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, 
are redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ, by 
his Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and 
kept by his power, through faith unto salvation. Neither are any 
other redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, sancti- 
tiod and saved, but the elect only. 

The rest of mankind, God was pleased, according to the unsearchji- 
l)le counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth 
mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his crea- 
tures, to pass by and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their 
sin, to the praise of his glorious jwitice. 

The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled 
with special prudence and care, that men attending the will of God 
revealed in his word, and yielding obedienca thereunto, may, from the 
certainty of their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election. 
So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence and adinira^ 
Hon of God, and oi humility, diligence, and abundant consolation, to 
all that truly obey the gospel." Compare this with the Andover Con- 
fession. 
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out a prior foreordination of what shall come to pass. 
So far, therefore, as it affects the quality of goodness, 
it is the same whether God, in creating, foreordained 
everlasting death as the result ; or foreknew that, if 
lie created, this would certainly be the result. 

Now, is it possible to believe, in the goodness or 
justice of a Being who, in the act of creation, with- 
out regard to moral character or conduct, says to 
himself : — '• These I create and foreordain to a life of 
endless blessedness ; and these I create and foreor- 
dain to a life of endless torment ! And no good that 
these can do will save them from the curse ; and no 
evil that those can do will hinder their joy. It is not 
from any foresight of faith or unbelief, of good works 
or evil works, or any other thing in them moving me 
thereunto, that I foreordain these different conditions 
or destinies, but solely out of the secret counsel and 
good pleasure of my will, and as a manifestion of my 
glory and free grace ! " 

To say nothing of the justice of such a monstrous 
proceeding, it is not in the power of any sane mind, 
or sound heart, to pronounce such a Being infinitely 
good. To say that God has acted in this way, and 
at the same time to say that he is good, is to con- 
found all distinctions between good and evil, and to 
make the proof of benevolence and mercy to rest on 
the same acts which are the strongest proof of cruel- 
ty and fiendishness. 

No more thorough refutat'on of such a theology can 
be devised, than the simple statement that God is in- 
finitely good. That is a suflicient reply, not only to 
the asserted foreordination, but to the possibility of 
everlasting death. 
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The only end which an infinitely gooi Being could 
propose to himself, as the motive for creating, would 
be simply the multiplication of intelligent creatures, 
in his own likeness, to become partakers of the hap- 
piness which finds its fulness in him. He would en- 
ter on the work of creation only that he might have 
more immortal beings on whom to pour out his infin- 
ite love, and with whom, finally made equal unto the 
angels, he might people the heavenly mansions — the 
realms of light and joy. 

It is easy to see how the God of the New Testa- 
ment, the God whom the blessed Saviour addresses 
as " Our Father, who art in Heaven," should enter- 
tain such a purpose as thie ; and, therefore, create for 
himself immortal spirits, children of his own, on 
whom to lavish the wealth of his infinite love ; final- 
ly gathering them around the throne of his glory 
that he i^ight rejoice in them, and they in him, world 
without end. Such purpose and action as this, is 
precisely what we should look for in such a divinely 
beneficent being. It would be consistent with the 
character of a God who, by way of emphasis, is. re- 
peatedly described and named in the Gospel Scrip- 
tures by the single word " icwe." 

And it is pleasing to turn back to the Universal- 
ists of eixteen and seventeen hundred years ago, and 
find their reasoning on this point in perfect accord 
with our own. Clement, of Alexandria, nearly con- 
temporary with the apostle John, (a. d., 190,) says: 
— '' The Lord is good unto all, and delights in all. 
Man is, indeed, necessarily dear to God, because he 
is his own workmanship. Other things he made 
only by his order, but man he formed by his own 
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hand, snd breathed into him his distinguishing proper- 
ties. Now, whatever was created by him, especially 
in his own image, must have been created because it 
was, in itself, desirable to God, or else desirable from 
some other consideration. There could be no other 
reason why God should create him, than that God 
could not otherwise be a benevolent Maker, nor his 
glory be displayed to the human race. There is 
nothing that the Lord hatei, for he cannot hate any 
thing, and yet will that it should exist ; nor can he 
will that any thing should not exist, and at the same 
time cause it to exist. And if he hates none of his 
works, then it is evident that he loves them all, es- 
pecially man above the rest, who is the most excellent 
of his creatures ; a being desirable to God, since he 
who cannot err, made him just such as he desired him 
to be. Now, whoever loves another, wishes to benefit 
him, and, therefore, God does good unto all ; not 
blessing them in some particulars, and neglecting 
them in others, but carefully solicitous for all their 
interests." ^ 

But, turning from this a moment, let us approach 
the subject from another side. There are ol.V three 
positions conceivable, as the purpose and end of cre- 
ating mankind, whatever the character or disposition 
of the Creator. 

1. The final misery of all. 

2. The final misery of a part, and the final hap- 
piness of the rest. 

3. The final happiness of all. 

* Padagog. Lib. i. cap. 3 & 8. Ancient History of Universalisrn 
chap. iii. Aa 1 shall frequently quote from the ancient fathers of oui 
faith, 1 may as well sxy here, that the quotations are always from Dr 
Ballou's Ilibtory, except when other authority is given. 
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One of these must have been the motive for creat- 
ing, the end which God proposed to himself in enter- 
ing upon the work. The^rs^ would make him infi- 
nitely malignant ; the second would make him a com- 
pound of good and evil, capricious, partial, unjust, 
and cruel ; and the third only makes him infinitely 
benevolent, and, as the Bible declares, '* good unto 
all," and his wisdom " full of mercy and good fruits, 
and without partiality." 

It is idle to argue that God is infinitely good, and 
at the same time affirm that he would create an im- 
mortal being, knowing at the moment of doing it, 
that the existence he was forcing upon him, would 
prove an endless curse to him. To call h^'m good, in 
such case, is to use words with3ut sense. Goodness 
is not a name, a mere title, but character, principle, 
conduct. As Dr. Channing truly says : " It is very 
possible to speak of God magnificently, and to think 
of him meanly ; to apply to his person high sounding 
epithets, and to his government principles which 
make him odious." If God deliberately went to the 
work of creating millions of intelligent beings, with 
the certain knowledge — we will not say intention, or 
purpose — but with the certain knowledge that they 
would in any way, through any agency or sin of 
thiir own, fall into a condition of endless wickedness 
and torment ; then he is not infinitely good, not good 
to I hem at all, in any just sense of the word. 

And it is of no avail here to put in the argument of 
present sin and evil, and say, " If infinite goodness 
will not permit endless evil and suffering, so by the 
same rule we should argtie that it would cot permit 
present sin and evil. It does permit temporary evil j 
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therefore it may permit endless evil." There is an 
infinite difference in the two cases. Sin and suffering 
for a time, as a means, admit of explanation ; but sin 
and suffering as final and endless, for their own sake, 
admit of no explanation.' 

It would be just as reasonable to contend that, le- 
cause it is consistent with the architect's plan to have 
a scaffolding around the building while in process of 
erection, it will be equally so to keep it there when 
the building is finished — or that if it be necessary to 
permit the rubbish to lie around while the work is 
going on, it will be necessary to leave it there when 
the work is completed. Many things may be per- 
mitted as a means, which could not be sanctioned as 
an end. Many books and charts may be necessary 
while pursuing an education, which may be thrown 
aside when our education is complete: 

Besides, this argument proves too much, and in- 
volves consequences which those who use it cannot 
accept. The argument is thus : God's goodness per- 
mits suffering in this world, therefore it may permit 
it in the next — it does not save sinners from present 
temporary misery, therefore it will not save them from 
future endless misery. The same Love which would 
forbid the one, would forbid the other. 

Suppose we take up this argument and extend it aa 

1 " Wc hold that though God peiinits evil, the evil is not rcofnant, hut 
a surely defeated enemy. We hold that the actual working; powers of 
God for good, are regnant to overcome all evil in every soul, and pre- 
sently and surely tending toward the destruction of all evil. We hold 
that the very stv of sin and husks of lowest misery are overruled to 
send the prodigal back to God. The ideal personation of evil, Satan 
or Devil, is forced to speak effectively for God, and so God reigns to 
redeem every soul.** Christian Examinert March, 1861. 
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follows : God permits the righteous to be afflicted and 
to suffer in this world ; therefore he will permit them 
to be afflicted and to suffer in the next world. The 
same Love, the same Justice, which would forbid the 
one, would forbid the other. If his benevolence would 
lead him to deliver them hereafter, the same benevo- 
lence would lead him to deliver them here — he does 
not deliver them here ; therefore he will not deliver 
them hereafter ; and their misery must be endless. 

But again : All who are not saved now, never will 
be saved ; for if infinite goodness can consistently 
leave them unsaved to day, it can with equal consis- 
tency leave them unsaved to-morrow, and next day, 
and forever. You cannot arorue from the Love of God 
for the conversion and salvation of a single soul now 
unconverted, because the same Love would necessitate 
its conversion and salvation now, this very moment ! 

The absurdity of such reasoning is apparent with- 
out an elaborate exposure of its illogical and unphilo- 
sophical character. God of course has established the 
world, created man, and determined his present and 
future condition, according to a fixed plan, embracing 
not only a clearly defined end, but all the means 
necessary to that end. He docs not do everything at 
once. He does not design to save all at once by a 
miracle ; but gradually by appointed agencies, and ac- 
cording to the laws of their spiritual nature. Each 
day has its specific work, each event its special mean- 
ing;, and these stand related not only to the present, 
but to the future ; links in the great chain of being, 
whose end is fastened at the throne of God. We can 
only judge of the unfinished parts, when we come to 
see the finished whole. And that the finished whole 



68 THEOLOGY OF UNIVER8ALI8M. 

eml^tuces the good of all created intelligences, is, as 
we have shown, a necessary and unavoidable deduc- 
tion from the acknowledged fact, that he who created 
is himself Infinite Goodness 1 

Neither can any argument against this grand con- 
summation of universal beatitude, be set up on the 
ground of man's unbelief and sin ; " For God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all." Eom. xi. In his impartial good- 
ness he counts all in unbelief, only that he may have 
mercy on all. Hence also it is written, that " where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound ; that as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Eom. v. However far, therefore, 
sin and its consequences may abound. Divine Grace 
and Goodness are to abound over and beyond all, 
through " the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world.'* John i. 29. The sin of man is 
not too great for the goodness of God to overcome. 
Its nature is to endure, and forgive, and weary out 
the heart of sin and wickedness by its patient, long- 
suffering, infinite tenderness. And so it becomes ex- 
ample, precept, and exhortation to us, that we may 
be " followers of God as dear children." Eph. iv. 
32 ; V. 1. 

And this brings us to another important point in 
the discussion, worthy of profound thought and 
^udy. If the goodness of God be not of the nature 
and power here set forth, if it do not embrace the con- 
version, purification, and final welfare of his sinful and 
rebellious children, how are we to interpret such 
teachings as the following : " I say unto you, love 
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your enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them wliich de- 

spitefully use you For if ye love them which 

love you, what thank have ye ? for sinners also love 
those that love them. And if ye do good to them 
which do good to you, what thank have ye ? for sin- 
ners also do even the same. . . . But love your en- 
emies, and do good, and your reward shall be great, 
and ye shall be the children of the Highest ; for he is 
kind to the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merciful." Luke vi. 

Is it possible to believe that God expects greater 
goodness and mercy in us thau he himself possesses ? 
Would he command us, poor, frail, tempted mortals, 
to love our enemies, when he has not the moral 
courage to do it himself? Can any Christian sup- 
pose for a moment that God would command us to 
bless and do good to those who hate us, when he 
means etemallv to curcc and do evil to those who 
hate him ? Why should he expect us to be so much 
more generous, and merciful and sublime, than he is 
himself? And if we say that he loves only those 
who love him — if we say he will hate his enemies, 
and curse those who curse him, do we not put him 
on a level with sinners, " who also do even the 
same ? " 

But why ask these questions ? God is, and does, 
all and infinitely more than he asks us to be or to do. 
The very language of the passage cited shows this. 
By loving our enemies and doing good to those who 
hate us, we are said to become children of the High- 
est, to be like God ; we are said to be merciful as 
our Father in heaven is merciful. He furnishes us 
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the example in his goodness and forgiveness towards 
us, and calls upon us to follow it in our feeling and 
conduct towards each other. So, therefore, if in 
loving our enemies, and blessing those who curse us, 
\\Q are like God, he will do the same ; and his in- 
finite and everlasting goodness will reveal its power 
in subduing all enmity, in purifying all hearts from 
sin, and restoring the whole family of man to holiness 
and happiness. 

SECTION V. 
TUB JUSTICE OP GOD WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT DEMANDS. 

No attribute of the Divine character has led to so 
much vague thinking and reasoning as that of Justice. 
And perhaps in its human definitions and applications, 
it would be diflScult to find a word more generally 
misunderstood and misapplied. Lexicographers give 
to it meanings, judicial authorities state its duties and 
demands, and theologians assign to it principles and 
aims, than which nothing could be farther from its 
nature and oflSce. Retribution, in the sense of retali- 
ation, of so much pain for so much wrong, vindictive 
punishment, evil for evil, are elements entering large- 
ly into the popular, the judicial, and the theological 
thought on this subject.* 

' Tlie Englisb Imperial Dictionary, Webster, and others, give as one 
d-jfiniti'jn of Justice, ** vindictive retribution; " and define ** vindic- 
tive" to ha'* revengeful f given to revenge.^* Bellamy takes up the 
point with a manifest relish : " Vindictive justice is a glorious and 
amiable perfection of the Deity. The ejection of the sinning angols out 
of heaven down to eternal darkness and despair, turning our first pa- 
rents out of paradise, and dooming them and all their race to death, 
and the final sentence to be passed on apostate angels and apostate men, 
9kt the day of jud^'^ement, are all perfect in beauty. The divine char" 
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The leading Church treatises on the death of 
Christ, and on the character and purpose of the atone- 
ment, are based on these views of the nature of Jus- 
tice as one of the perfections of the Deity. And all 
the forces of argument and of learning, all the aids of 
tradition and heathen mythology, are to day sum- 
moned to the work of proving that Christ died upon 
the cross to satisfy the demands of Divine Justice, 
and release man from the punishment of his sins. It 
is affirmed that he suffered the wrath of God, as the 
substitute of mankind ; endured in his own person the 
curse of the law, which is defined to be endless pun- 
ishment for each and every sin committed from the 
foundation of the world. 

The latest and most approved defence of Church 
doctrines against the attacks of Rationalism, so called, 
presents the matter in this form : " God the Father 
laid upon his Son the weight of the sins of the whole 
world, so that he bare in his own body the wrath 
which men must else have borne, because there was 

acter, as exhibited to view in these facts, is altogether glorious; for it ia 
a glorious thing in God thus to punish sin accoi*ding to its desert. 
Therefore, 

It can be owing to nothing but criminal blindness, to tlic spirit of a 
nibel, of an enemy, in any of God's subjects, that the glory of his cliar- 

acter, as thus exhibited, docs not shine into their hearts And. 

therefore, no sooner is a sinner renewed I y the regenerating influences 
of the Holy Spirit, but he begins to see the beauty of vindictive justice. 
The law, as a ministration qf death, now begins to appear glorious ; 
for now he baglns to see things as t'lcy b3. For now his eyes are 
opeued And vindictive justico being a glorious and amiable per- 
fection, it was a glorious and amiable thing in Go.1 to bruise Christ, 
and put his soul to grief, who had espoused our c.uiso, and appeared 
as our representative.'* — Essay on the Mature and Glory of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Chrisit 8fC, By Josci)h Bellamy, D, D., pp. 127- 130. 
Edit 1795. 
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no other way of escape for them ; and thus the 
Atonement was a manifestation of Divine Justice." 
•* Jesus did suffer all these things which are the evi- 
dent tokens of wrath against us .... and when all 
the vials of wrath were poured out upon his head, 
and when he did not shrink from receiving them, it is 
idle to discuss whether this shall be called wrath or 
love ; when he smarted under all that we call punish- 
ment, it is idle to say that it must have another name." 
" He who alone was no child of wrath, meets the 
shock of the thunderstorm of Divine wrath, becomes a 
curse for us, and a vessel of wrath." " The clouds of 
God's anger gathered thick over the whole human 
race ; they discharged themselves on Jesus only.* 

If these representations of Divine Justice be correct 
and Scriptural, they cannot fail to suggest to the 
thoughtful student and inquirer such questions as fol- 
low: 

1. Can justice be satisfied without its demands are 
answered ? with what it does not require nor wish ? 
The theology in review says it will — says it will not 
only be satisfied with what it does not demand, but 
with the very opposite of this. It demands the pun- 
ishment of the guilty, but will be satisfied with the 
punishment of the innocent. It demands the endless 
suffering of all men for their sins, but will be satisfied 
with the infinite suffering of Christ, who never sinned. 
Nay, God proposes this arrangement, prefers it, in 
order that the guilty may escape ! 

* Aids to Faith, Essay viii., on «« The Death of Christ.*' The whole 
animus of the essay is to prove the vicarious character of Christ's death, 
that he suffered to satisfy Divine Justice, and release the guilty woi Id 
from the punishment due its sins. 
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This arrangement completed, it is said, that those 
believing in Christ will be saved ; those not believing 
will be damned. How do we know this ? Justice 
has once been satisfied without its claims being met, 
why not again ? If it has once punished the innoc<!nt, 
and cleared the guilty, why not a second time ? Why 
not always ? If the divine government be adminis- 
tered on this principle, for aught that can be shown 
to the contrary, unbelievers may yet go to heaven, 
and believers to hell. ^ 

2. If Christ really and truly suffered the punish- 
ment due the world, by what law, by what interpre- 
tation of justice, is the punishment inflicted a second 
time ? It is not to the point to say, that the penalty 
of the law was endured by Christ on condition that 
the guilty should accept the terms of deliverance, be- 
fore they could avail themselves of the release. 

The question is reduced to this simple statement — 
Christ either did satisfy the claims of justice by his 
death, or he did not. If he did, then justice has no 
further claim, has nothing to gay on the matter of 
punishment. It has received all it is entitled to, and 
it has virtually given a quit claim to all mankind.^ 
But if he did not satisfy the demands of divine jus- 
tice, then confessedly his death ends in failure, and 
the question is still open for settlement. 

But in order to reach the stand point from which 
the whole question of *Tustice, its nature and demands, 

1 To this point see Article xxxi. of the Episcopal Church ; " The 
offering of Christ once made is that perfect redemption, propitiation, 
and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world both original and 
actoal," &c 
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may be clearly seen and understood, let us begin by 
inquiring, — 

§ I. What is Justice ? What does it demand i 
Let us first attempt a definition which, sirapJe and in- 
telligible, and free from all metaphysical niceties, shall 
yet cover the whole ground of essence and office. 
The following will perhaps meet the case : 

Justice is the principle which seeks always to mainr 
tain the Rights and to make right whatsoever ia 
wrong. 

At the bottom this is all — evervthinn: else rests on 
this, whether pains, penalties, punishments or restora- 
tions. They are only phases of this leading thought, 
agencies for accomplishing this chief end and aim. 
Let us then note a few facts here. 

1. Justice does not demand pain for the sake of 
pain. It always looks beyond this, and aims at some- 
thing else. Pain or pj:nishment is an agent employ- 
ed with a view to correct what is wrong ; to expel 
the evil, as medicine is used to expel the disease. 

2. Justice does not demand a fixed measure of 
pain for all wrong or sin, which must be suffered by 
some one, either the guilty or a substitute — indiffer- 
ent which, so long as it is suffered, so long as so 
nmch punishment follows so much sin.' 

3. Justice does not demand that the sinner must 
suffer just as much wrong as he has inflicted — be- 

' ** Jesus dies to bear a doom laid on him of necessity, because some 
one must bear it." Aids to Faith, p, 378. What should we say of a 
government which, because a murder had been committed, should put 
to death an innocent person, on the ground that, as some one had com- 
mitted a murder, some one must be executed in order to vindicate the 
imgesty of the law ! 
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cause two wrongs do not make one right. If you 
bum my house, it will not rebuild it to burn yours. 
The thing justice requires is that my hoube should be 
re-built, and I placed where I was before you fired 
it, compensated by you for all my loss and incon- 
venience. Burning your house and subjecting you 
to the same loss and discomfort, will not do the least 
thing toward it. If I am angry and revengeful to- 
ward you, it may gratify my revenge to see you paid 
in the same coin ; but it wili not be justice, which 
demands that all wrong shall be made right, and that 
your feelings toward me shall be so changed as to se- 
cure me from a repetition of the wrong. 

The old law, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth, was not justice, but revenge. If A destroys an 
eye of B, it will not restore B's eye to destroy one of 
A's — ^it only doubles the loss or injury. B cannot see 
any better because his enemy sees worse. It is on 
this ground that Christ repudiates the evil for evil 
practices of his age, and initiates the beautiful law of 
good for evil, with a view to the correction of the 
evil ; asserting at the same time that this is the rule 
of the divine government and action — " that ye may 
be like your Father in heaven." 

Let us now look at Justice in its theological bear- 
ings, as connected with the punishment of sin. 

All agree that sin is a wrong, a great wrong. This 
being so, what has justice to do in the case ? what 
are its demands ? what will satisfy them ? We are 
told that if the wrong be not righted within a speci- 
fied time, justice will be satisfied to increase the wrong 
infinitely, and perpetuate it to all eternity 1 Can 
anything be more unjust than such justice ? 
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The divine law requires us to do right — we dis- 
obey and do wrong. Here is the sin, and at this 
point, justice enters and promptly demands repara- 
tion — not mere suffering, but reparation — demands 
that the sin shall cease, that the wrong shall be 
made right. "And how is this to be done ? There is 
only one way of doing it ; and that is by saving the 
sinner from his sins ; correcting, restoring the trans- 
gressor, and putting an end to his wickedness and 
the injury he is doing. 

If you refuse food to your hungry brother to-day, 
it will not feed him to keep you hungry to-morrow. 
But, if by keeping you hungry to-morrow, you are 
made to suffer something of the knawing pain of 
starvation, and so repent of the wrong done your poor 
brother, and feed him next dav and ever after when 
he is in need — then justice sanctions the pain inflicted 
on you, and rejoices in the removal of your eVil heart, 
and your restoration to obedience to the law of love 
and duty. 

Nothing, therefore, can be more contrary to the 
very essence of justice, than the doctrine that it re- 
quires obedience and righteousness here ; but if it 
cannot have these, it will be satisfied with endless 
disobedience and sin hereafter as a substitute. 
Strange justice is this, to compensate the loss of right 
by an infinitely greater wrong — to undertake to cor- 
rect the evil of present sin, by adding to it the evil of 
endless sin and woe conjoined. 

Suppose all the great powers of Europe should 
unite in a protest against slavery in this country, on 
the ground that it was a great moral wrong, a mon- 
strous wickedness and cruelty against its victims — 
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and at the close should announce that, unless we 
speedily abolished the evil, they would free the 
blacks and reduce the whole wliite population to 
slavery. Would this help the matter ? Not at all. 
It would only be increasing the evil ten-fold, instead 
of correctinor or abolishinjr it. 

It may be answered, that it would neverthe'ess be 
a just retribution, what they richly deserve ; but 
that would not remove the difficulty. It would not 
be an abolition of slavery, which is the real injustice, 
but only a shifting of the curse from one class to an- 
other. The simple truth is, that slavery is wrong, 
and the only thing for justice to do, is to put an end 
to it altogether ; and not to do as much wrong, or a 
hundred fold more, to the authors of the wrong than 
they have done to its victims. 

. So it is exactly with all sin, whatever its character 
or direction. Justice demands simply that it shall 
come to an end, and it will be satisfied with nothing 
but this. There is no substitute possible. It knows 
well enough that if sin be an evil in this world, it 
will not help the matter to make it endless in the 
next worldi 

The sum of its demands and claims is this, and this 
only — that all wrong shall give place to right, all sm 
shall be destroyed, and all evil end in good. For 
this it labors continually, and will, till the end is 
reached. Whatever pains, penalties or punishments 
are needful to this end, it will employ ; and, through 
all, mercy stands at her side with encouraging aid. 
Neither will abandon the work till it is finii?hed ; till 
ein and death are destroyed, and everlasting life and 
righteousness brought in. 
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Justice and Mercy are not opposed. God is not at 
war with himself. One attribute does not demand 
what another refuses, Justi e asks for nothing but 
what is rights and mercy aslcs for nothing that is 
wrong. Eevenge may demand suffering for its own 
sake, but justice demands only righteousness ; and is 
satisfied when all things are re-adjusted in their orig- 
inal position, and universal right prevails. 

It may, perhaps, be thought that the above argu- 
ment does not sufficiently consider the injury which 
sin inflicts on others — as for example, the crime of 
murder, where not only life is taken, but incalculable 
suffering and anguish sent into the hearts of all the 
survivors. 

^ Ought not the murderer to be punished for all this, 
and made in justice to suffer something of the misery 
which his guilt has brought upon the innocent? . 

Of course he is to be punished — but why ? for 
what purpose? Let us be careful that we do not 
confound Justice with Eevenge. What do we want 
to accomplish by his punishment? Suppose we hang 
him — that does not bring his victim to life. Sup- 
pose we roast him over a slow fire, or stretch him 
upon the rack, and tear his nerves, and break his bones 
one by one, and gradually rend his quivering body 
■ into fragments, while the family and relatives cf the 
murdered man stand looking en. Will that restore 
the dead ? will it comfort the living ? will they now 
go home feeling that all is right, that Justice is satis- 
fied — that they themselves are satisfied ? If not, 
what is the thing accomplished by his suffering ? what 
is the thing intended to be accomplished by it ? 

It may be said, that he ought to suffer as a crim- 
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inal ; that our sense of justice demands that he who 
inflict's evil on others without cause, should be made 
to endure in proportion to the injury he inflicts. But 
is it our sense of justice, or our desire to retaliate, our 
love of rcven\;,e, which says this ? Besides, does not 
Christ set this matter rijrlit, in either case ; whether 
it be justice or rcvenoje we seek ? " Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth ; but I say unto you, Kesist not evil," i. c. 
with evil. Is this justice toward the transgressor? 
It may not be our idea of justice, but it is the justice 
and the l.w of Christ — and he is a safer teacher than 
our anger or our hatred. 

But transfer this now to the sphere of divine justice 
and punisl:ment, and to the future life. Suppose you 
send this criminal to hell, and subject him to the most 
awful tortures infinite knowledge and power can de- 
vise, and protract them through all eternity. This is 
the demand of absolute justice, we arc told — but what 
is the thing aimed at now ? What is to be gained ? 
what reparation is there here ? How does this recti- 
fy the wrong that has been done ? Does this endless 
torment restore the murdered man to his family, and 
repair the injury inflicted on him and on them ? Is it 
a satisfactory equivalent for what they have suffered ? 
Does it make their life on earth — does it make his 
Kfe in heaven, any happier, to know that the guilty 
wretch who did them wrong is in hell ? Do Chris- 
tians on earth — do the sanctified spirits of heaven, 
demand of the justice of God that those who have in- 
jured them, that all sinaars, siiall su.Ter the torments 
of an endless hell ? 

No human being, however much he may have been 
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wronged, however fierce his desire for revenge, ever 
asked for so terrible a thing as this. And if they 
who have suffered from sin, if the injured wife of a 
drunken husband, if the unhappy subject of slander 
or oppression, if the crushed and mangled slave, if 
the victim of the murderer, and his unhappy family 
— if these, who have suffered so much from the sin, 
do not demand endless torment, why should God, 
who has suffered nothing, demand it, and call it jus- 
tice? 

So far from demanding this, the Bible everywhere 
declares that God will render a just recompense to 
the transgressor, that he will punish sinners accord" 
ing to their sins, will reward every man according to 
his works.' 

And infinite woe is not according to finite sin. If 
a sin were to reach in its consequences every inhabit- 
ant of earth, yet there would be a limit to the num- 
ber injured. If it were to blast the happiness of the 
whole race through every year and moment of their 
life on earth, still there would be a limit in time as 
well as in numbers. Count, therefore, the evil of 
sin as you will, it cannot be added up to the infinite, 
either in quantity, quality or time ; and if not, then 
infinite endless punishment is not according to the 
transgression — and Justice, therefore, which de- 
mands equity and fair dealing, repudiates it, and calls 
for a punishment proportionate to the wrong.* 

' Matt. xvi. ^7. Eom. ii. 6. 2 Tim. iv. 1 4. Rev. ii. 23, xx. 12, xxii. 
12. See also Psalm Ixii. 12. Prov , xxiv. 12, S.9. Jer. 1. 29. Hosea, 
xii. 2, &c. 

* Let us suppose a case that we may see how little the doctrine of end- 
less punishment has to do with the jus/ recompense of sin. A llyes a 
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But what is th's punishment proportionnte to the 
wrong 1 What do the {Scriptures mean by reward- 
ing every one according to his works ? We have al- 
ready said that Justice does not demand so much pain 
for so much sin, without regard to circuro«»tKnce8. 
Even human Justice considers the difference ct' ron* 
dition, temptation and guilt ; and that where the out 
ward transgression is the same. Hence the differenct 
which the law makes in killing, between murder ano 
manslaughter, and the several degrees of manslaugh- 
ter ; and the sliding scale of punishment for the san;e 
crime, from months to years of imprisonment ; and 
the pardoning power granted to the executive to cor- 
rect mistakes, and release those on whom punishment 
has done the desired work ot reformation. 

So the Divine Justice adapts its punishment to the 

life of sin and crime for 40 years and 3C4 days, and on the following 
day repents, dies, and goes to heaven. B lives a life of virtue and 
goodness for 49 years and 364 days, commits a crime on the following 
day, dies and goes to hell ! One with fifty years of goodness, less one 
day, is punished with endltss torment ; tlie other with fifty years of wick- 
edness, less one day, is rewarded with endless blessedness ! Now if the 
first is punished for one sin thr(«ugh «11 eternity, how long, on the score 
of Justice^ ought the other to be punished for fifty years of sin. And 
if Justice bestows heaven on the one good act of late and selfish repen- 
tance, what ought it to bestow on fifty years of good actions, done for 
their own sake? 

Again: A and B are equally sinners — they quarrel, and A murders B. 
— of course B goes to hell— but A, thrnugh the labors of good men, re- 
pents, is hung, and goes to heaven. In this case the criminal gets to 
] aradise by the lucky chance of being the murderer instead of the mur- 
dered. If his victim had been fortunate enough to strike the fatal blow 
he would have changed places with him ; and so the eternal destiny of 
each wouid have been reversed by the chance blow of a street fight! 
And is this justice — Divine Justice ? Is it on such grounds it dis- 
tributes its rewards and punishments? What must be the moral influ- 
ence of such a doctrine? 
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condition and needs of the offender, measuring them 
so exactly to the purpose aimed at, that no mistakes 
are ever made here. The sinner is rewarded accord- 
ins: to his works, as the sick man is treated according 
to his disease. The skilful physician, as he sees the 
case requires, administers sometimes more and some- 
times less medicine ; and so the wise judge inflicts 
sometimes ten stripes, and sometimes five, for the 
same offence, according to the moral condition, the 
degree of hardness or depravity of the offender. 

Whatever medicine is necessary to repair the inju- 
ry caused by the disease, the sick man must take ; 
whatever punishment is necessary to repair the injury 
caused by sin, the wicked man must suffer. Both 
inust benr the penalty, as a warning to themselves 
ind others, to be henceforth obedient to the law. 
The penalty is simply the method which Justice takes 
to reinstate all things in their crig nal position, and 
keep them there ; to vindicate the righteousness of 
the law, and the reason and necessity of obedience. 

And this is precisely the definition of Justice 
which Clemens Alexandrinus, a learned Universalist 
Father, gave nearly seventeen hundred years ago, 
X. D., 190. "Justice,*' says he, "is, in itself, 
nothing but goodness ; for it rewards the virtuous, 
and seeks the improvement of .the sinful. It is the 
oflSce of salutary justice, continually to exalt every 
aiing towards the best state of which it is capable, 
inferior things are adapted to promote and confirm 
»be salvation of that which is most excellent ; and 
vhub whatever i>» endued with any virtue, is forthwith 
jtill changed fo** the better, through the liberty of 
choice which th^ mind has in its power. And the 
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necessary chastisements of the great Judge, who 
regards all with benignity, make mankind grieve for 
their sitis and imperfections, and advance them through 
the various states of discipline to perfection. Even 
God's wrath, if so his admonitions may be called, is 
full of benevolence towards the human race ; for 
whose sake the Word of God was made man." ^ 

And with this agrees Origen, one of the greatest 
scholars, as well as one of the most distinguished 
Universalists, of the Ancient Church, A. D. 230. He 
says, " Justice is Goodness .... and when they al- 
lege that God, who rewards every one according to 
his deserts, renders evil to the evil, let them not con- 
ceal the principle (on which this is done) — that as 
the sick must be cured by harsh medicines, so God 
administers, for the purpose oi emendation, what for 
the present is productive of pain." * 

Thus the Justice of God, in its absolute character, 
and in its relative object and end, furnishes one of the 
most conclusive and unanswerable arguments for the 
final destruction of evil, and the restoration of moral 
order, for universal holiness and salvation. Its per- 
petual demand is, " Do right — abolish wrong — obey 
the law, or suffer, the penalty till you do obey — an 
end of sin and of all evil, and the universal and 
everlasting reign of Eighteousncss — this only will 
satisfy my claims on mankind, and the end cannot 

1 Stromoita Lib. vii. cap. 2; PcBdagog. Lib. i. cap. 8. 

^De Principiis, Lib ii. cap. 5, § 3. Lvm Tertullian says, **JVihil 
bonumjquodi'nju8tum;bonuin autem omnequodjustum est,** A^ain 
he says: ** Stultissimi, qui de humanis divina prsejuJitant, ut quo* 
niam in homine corrupforiad conditionis habentur hujusmodi pas- 
siones, idcirco et in Deoejusdem status existimentury" &c. Contra 
Marc i. 25, 26; ii. 12. Hagenbach § 39. 
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come till this comes. Disorder, injustice, wrong, and 
wickedness, punishment and suffering, are not the 
end, not the thing the Divine Government rests in , 
but Universal Orizr^ Hylimss^ and HjpoinesSi^ 
these, and only these, are final and forever, the di- 
vine offspring of Divine Justice ! " 

Hence the Lord himself says : — " 1 am a just 
God and a Saviour — there is none beside me. 
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth ; for I am God, and there is none else. I have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return (i. e. shall be 
accomplished), that unto me every knee shall bow 
every tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In the 
Lord have I righteousness and stren^jth — and all. 
that are incensed against him shall be ashamed." — 
Isaiah x. 20—25. 

§ II. Justice has claims on God as well as on man. 
There is another side to this question of Justice, 
which is almost wholly ignored in the argument— 
viz : that it has claims on God as well as on man. 
Not only does justice demand that the sinner shall 
suffer for his sins, but also that he who created shall 
have dealt fairly with him in all that respects his 
moral and physical constitution, and the conditions of 
his life on earth, prior to his sin ; and that he shall 
continue to in all the consequences and retributions 
following it. And God himself recognizes this prin- 
ciple in his moral administration of our affairs, and in 
all his dealings with mankind. This is admirably il- 
lustrated in the record of Abraham's pleading with 
the Almighty respecting the destruction of Sodom. 
Gen. xviii. 23 — 33. God replies to the question of 
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the patriarch : " Shall not the judge of all the earth 
do right ? " and plainly admits the moral obligations 
implied in the question. 

So he reasons with the Jews in the same way, and 
condescends even to defend his action toward them 
on the grounds of strict justice ; and elaborates the 
arguments of defence at great length. Ezek. xviii. 
The conclusion comes in this form : — " And yet saith 
the house of Israel, the way of the Lord is not equal. 
O house cf Israel I Are not my ways equal ? Are 
not your ways unequal ? Therefore, will I judge 
you, efoery one according to his ways^ saith the Lord 
God." And similar passages are found throughout 
the Scriptures, acknowledging the law of justice as 
applicable to the divine conduct : — " Doth God pervert 
judgment ? or doth the Almighty pervert justice ? " 
" Far be it from God that he should do wickedness ; 
and from the Almighty that he should commit ini- 
quity. " Yea, surely God will not do wickedly ; 
neither will the Almighty pervert judgment. He 
will not lay upon man more than is right, that he 
should enter into judgment with God." — Job viii. 
xxxiv. " Justice and judgment arc the habitation of 
thy throne." " Kighteous art thou, O Lord, and 
upright are thy judgments." — Psalms., Ixxxix, cix., 
&c. 

These passages show that God is governed by 
the strictest priociples of honor and justice, in all his 
dealings with his creatures, acknowledging and re- 
specting all their rights, and all their claims upon 
him to be treated with fairness and equity in all that 
mvolves the interests of the present and the future. 
Indeed, the government of God is not for the good of 
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the governor, but for the good of the governed ; not 
to display the arbitrary power of Deity, but to pro- 
mote the happiness of mankiacl. 

And since, from the nature of the case, the sub- 
ject of the government couhl not be consulted as to 
its form and principles, its laws and penalties ; Jus- 
tice requires that all these should be such as are fitted 
to secure the highest good of all concerned. If you 
act in my affairs without my knowledge or consent, 
you are bound to act fairly and honorably, for my 
benefit, and not to my injury. If God bestows on 
me an existence, which 1 am not allowed to refuse, 
whatever its responsibilities or perils. Justice demands 
that the existence thus forced upon me should prove 
a good and not an evil. If I could see, beforehand, 
that it would prove an endless curse to me, I should, 
of course, reject it, if the choice were given me. If 
God sees beforehand that it will prove an endless 
curse to me — ^no matter how or why ; no matter by 
whose fault — it is a violation of justice in all its defi- 
nitions to force it upon me. 

But we will go farther than this, and suppose that 
he did not know that it would prove a final curse ; 
was it right or just to create us with such a fearful 
issue as endless woe possible even ? Without push- 
ing the question of omniscience, suppose it possible 
that we might reach the glory and blessedness of 
heaven, ought we to be compelled to take the risk, 
however unwilling, when the alternative of failure is 
60 awful? Let us resort to illustration again, that 
we maj see it more clearly. 

A frail and narrow bridge swings across a gulf 
that stretches fearful and fathomless below. On this, 
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as it rocks wildly in the winds, a fiather places his 
young cliild. Beyond, on the other side of the 
gulf, he has deposited a prize of gold and jewels 
above estimate, which he promises to the child if he 
passes the bridge safely ; and then compels him to go, 
commanding him to look neither to the right nor to 
the left, but to be watchful and attentive; and firm of 
step. The boy heedless and divsobedient, hesitates in- 
stead of going steadily forward — reels and staggers 
■ — the slight bridge quivers for a moment — swings 
from under him, and hurled as the lightning, .into 
the gulf, he is caught and impaled on a sharp and 
jagged splinter of rock far down the abyss. There 
he hangs for days and weeks, for long and weary 
years, if possible, struggling an 1 agonizing, and 
w^rithing in torture, and crying to his father for help 
and deliverance. But his father turns a deaf ear to 
all his entreaties, goes about his business wholly in- 
different to the horrible sufferings of his child, and 
justifies himself by saying, "• The boy might have 
passed the bridge safely, and won the prize — he 
was warned of the danger — it was his own fault 
that he fell, and he suffers justly ! " 

Now, would not Justice, Honor, Humanity,— 
would not all men and angels, pronounce this father 
a monster and a fiend ; and reprobate his conduct as 
the essence of injustice and cruelty ? Would not 
every one say there was no necessity for such a pro- 
ceeding, no excuse for the awful risk to which the 
child was thus wantonly exposed ? 

And shall God place me on the frail and narrow 
bridge of Life, stretched, as it is, over the awful and 
flaming abyss of endless j" iition, with the bare pos- 
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sibility of a heaven beyond ; and then leave ine 
there to walk it, swinging iearfuUy to and fro in the 
winds and tempests of temptation, till, faint with ter- 
ror, at last I make a false step, and am percipltated 
into the fathomless sea of fire below? Why give 
life with such awful hazard ? I would njt choose it, 
nor take it, if left to my own freedom. 1 would not 
willingly cross the frail and unsteady bridge, swaying 
in the wind with so many thousand chances against 
me— whatever the prize — not for the possibility ot 
ten thousand heavens. 

Uncreated I suffered nothing, I lost nothing, I ran 
no risk. Why drag me forth from nothingness with- 
out my consent, and force me upon the perilous life- 
bridge, and then leave me to fall headlong into the 
bottomless abyss of torment, torment beyond mea- 
sure, and without end? Does not the moral sense of 
every man cry out against this ? Djes not Justice, 
with all her voices, protest against it ? Assuredly so. 
There was no need to subject me to this terrible risk 
— nothing that demanded it ; and there is nothing 
that can justify or excuse it. And if God has done 
this, the plea which Young, in " The Last Day," has 
put into the mouth of the damned sinner in hell, 
would tell with terrible effect on the Divine Justice 
a8 well as Mercy : 

•* Father of Mercies ! why from silent earth 
Didst thou awake and curse me into birth ? 
Tear me from quiets ravish me from night, 
And make a thankless present of thy light ? 
Push into being a reverse of thee. 
And animate a clod with misery ? 
The beasts are happy; they come forth and keep 
Short watch on earth, and thsn lie down to sleep. 
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Bat our dire p'auishm3nt forever strong, 

Our constitution too forever youn^. 

Cursed with returns of vigor still the same. 

Powerful to bear and satisfy the flame; 

Still to be caught and still to be pursue J ; 

To perish still, and still to be renewed ! 

And this my Help, my GoJ at thy decree : 

JVature is changed and Hell skoul I succor me! 

And canst thou, then look down from perfect bliss. 

And see me plunging in this dirk abyss t 

Calling thee Father, in a sea of fire? 

Or pouring blasphemies at thy desire ? 

With mortal's angu.sh wilt thou raise thy name? 

And by my pangs omnipotence proclaim? " 

The Divine Justice, therefore, is not only an elo- 
quent and unanswerable protest against the doctrine 
of endless pain and punishment ; but it is an equally 
conclusive argument that all the issues of the divine 
government under which we have been placed, will 
be beneficent, and that every living soul shall at last 
have abundant cause to rejoice that it was created. 
And so will be fulfilled the prophecy and the promise 
already quoted, — " I am a Just God and a Saviour 
. . . unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say. In the Lord have 1 
righteousness and strength^'^ 

SECTION VI. 



GOD TUB FATHER OP ALL MEN. 

But God is not only represented in the Scriptures 
as the Creator of man, perfect in power, and wisdom, 
and goodness, and justice ; but he has also declared 
himself as sustaininnr toward us the intimate and 
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tender relation of* Parent. And in this revelation he 
announces himself as assuming all the obligation?!, 
and possessing all the affections for us, implied by 
that name and relation. 

By the apostle Paul, we have the witness that there 
is " one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all." Eph. iv. ; and again, 
that " to us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom arc all things, and we in him." 1 Cor. viii, 
"The Lor J, the God of the Spirits of all flesh." 
Num. XVI., xxvii. And, again, we have the saluta- 
tion : " Grace be to you, and peace from God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self for us, that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to the will of God and our 
Father : to whom be glory forever and ever." Gal. i. 
And the Saviour has given to the world a beautiful 
formula of prayer, beginning with, " Our Father, 
which art in heaven."^ 

lit maybe thought that John viii. 37—45, requires some notice, 
since here Jesus not only seems to deny that God was the Father of the 
anbelieving Jews, but expressly declares the devil to be their father. 
But ho is speakinf? in this case simply of m:)ral resemblance, or like 
ness in character. They were children of the devil, or the devil wa* 
their fithcr, because they were aLkc in character. The devil was ** a 
murderer fiom the bog.nning/' -aal "* ye soak to kill me ;" *' he is a 
liar, and the fithcr of it,*' and ye choose a lie, for " I tell yoU the 
truth, and ye believe rac not;" and thus " >e are of your fither the 
devil.'* As they were in moral charji,cter or resemblance the children 
of the devil, so they could not, in this respect, claim GoJ as theif 
Father, for there was no likeness between them. Verses 30, 40 ex- 
plain the meaning :—" If y'3 w^ere Abraham's children, ye would dc 
the works of Abraham ;" just as he aiys, verse 42, "If God were 
your Father, ye would love me." Uf course they were Abraham's 
children by nature or descent ; but they were not morally, because 
Abraham was distinguished for his faith, and they for their iinl)eUef 
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But God is not only boun:l to mankind by the ties 
and affections of a parent, but he has also established 
over them the authority and disci iline of parental 
government. lie has set up his laws and declared 
his commandments, what he requires us to do, and 
what he forbids us to do ; and he calls upon us to 
obey him, with the assurance that obedience brings 
peace and happiness, and disobedience sorrow and 
pain. The faithful will find favor in his sight, and 
the rebellious w'll incur the penalties of the law. 
But the law and the penalty, the discipline and pun- 
ishment, are all the offspring of parental wisdom and 
love. God governs his great family of intelligent 
oflfspring for their good, and not for his own. The 
commandments are for their benefit, not for his ; and 

So they were God's children by nature or creation, but not morally or 
by faith and obedience. The Saviour just as much denies the father- 
hood of Abraham, as the fatherhood of God. The fact is, that the 
primal parental relation by nature, both of God and of Abraham, ex- 
ists independent of the moral or spiritual relation. The one is a re- 
semblance in character; the other is the necessity of creation and birth, 
and cannot be changed nor abolished. A child may bo very disobe- 
dient and sinful, but that docs not annul his relationship to his parent 
The fact that he is a cliild is in the nature of things, and cannot be 
changed by any act either of the f ither or of the child. 

The figure in question, is very common in the Scriptures ae I r ex- 
ample : •* Children of light," an 1 *' children of darkness,*' *' son of 
thunder,*' "son of perdition,' '* son of consolation," &c.; and in the 
language of the day, we have ** Sons of Temperance," ** Daughters of 
Charity," ** Sisters of Mercy," aud like forms of speech, expressive of 
character and action. The lan.iage of Jesus no more implies the 
personality of the devil, than t'cse names imply the personality of 
Light, Consolation, Temperance rnd Chanty. If it be said that the 
same reasoning would disprove th : personality of God, I answer. No ; 
for the personality of God does n :t depond on a name or a relation. 
The existence of man, the earth, the physical creation, are the witness- 
es of God's existence and personality. 
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the chastisements of disobedience are corrective, and 
not in anjjer. 

The Father rises above the Lawgiver and the 
Judge, and all other relations of God to man are sub- 
ordinate to this. The divine love of the Parent is 
the source out of which comes the Divine Govern- 
ment, the centre from which all action toward man 
originates. No language is too strong or intensive to 
express the greatness and tenderness of the Father's 
affection for his children ; for as the apostle says : 
" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.' Eom. viii. 

He is the fountain of life, and light and joy, to all 
his intelligent creatures. By day and by night 
he cares for us ; from the cradle to the grave, he 
watches for us, and suffers no real evil to come nijjh 
to US. Our sorrows and trials are not evil, but min- 
isters of good to us, though for a little they walk 
with us in disguise. All that we suffer is ordered in 
a love whose tenderness is equalled only by its wis- 
dom. And he has told us that he will never abandon 
his children, whatever darkness may cloud the mind, 
whatever hardness may come upon the heart. They 
may forsake him, but he is still a father ; and the 
golden cord of parental affection is too strong ever to 
be broken. His infinite energy cannot he exhausted, 
nor his Spirit wearied, in his efforts to recover the 
lost, lift up the fallen, and reform the sinful. And he 
will not stay the work of regeneration and redemp- 
tion, until he has rebuilt every ruined soul in ita 
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original fair propDrtions, in all its primal symmetry 
and beauty. ^ 

And how luminously all this is written out on the 
sacred page, as a part of the Divine religion of 
Jesus. " Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
Lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turnino:." James i. He is the same in his infin- 
ite goodness toward his children, " yesterday, to-day, 
and forever," whatever their waywardness or ingrati- 
tude, or sinfulness ; for change in them works no 
chancre in him. Hence the beautiful and affecting 
witness of Jesus : " Love your enemies^ bless them 
that curse you, and do good to them that hate you, 
that ye may he the children of your Father which is 
in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth his rain on the just and 
on the unjust. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect." Matt. v. 
Can language go further than this in exhibition of 
the love of the Divine Parent toward his children, 

iFbederica Bremer, who is a believer in the final restoration, 
states this point in eloquent words : — ** God is Love. He will, there- 
fore never cease to desire the delivery of every soul of nan; here, 
there, in eternity, he will labor for it, God is the only pri jciple ever 
the same, ever active. I certainly the time will come when the Son, 
the Eternal Word, shall have subdued all to the Father, the Eternal 
Mind." ** God, the eternally good, the hij^hest love, will he forsake 
his fallen, his wretched child ? Will he do less than an earthly mother 
for her own? 0, no; he will never turn aw.iy his face; he will seek 
his child; he will call to him; he will suffer; he will give his heart's 
blood to win him gain, to unite him again to himself If God lives in 
holier worlds as a dispanser of blesssJaess, he must live on earth as a 
reconciler. The hymn of regret anl homasickness which has arisen on 
darth froai tims immsnaorlal— tliis inwirJ cry, * 00^3, Lord! ' is from 
eYerlasting to everlasting answered with, * Here, my child! * " 
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even his *' evil and unjust " children ? And is it net 
such patient and forgiving love as this that makes 
us ashamed of our sins, when once we come fairly to 
see and comprehend it ? Is not this the " goodness 
of God that leadeth us to repentance," when the 
knowledge and belief of it have onco made their way 
into the heart ? 

And with what power are we drawn to him, with 
what attractive force his parental love comes out to 
meet us, what confidence and trust are inspired with- 
in us, when the blessed Son and Saviour reveals to 
us the value and prcciousness which our Father 
sets upon us as his children, and the special care with 
which he provides for all our needs : — " Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink. Behold I he fowls of the air ; for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they ? And why take ye thought 
for raiment ? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin, and 
jet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
glory, was not arrayed like one of these ! Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ? 
Therefore take no thought, saying, what shall we 
eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall we 
be clothed ; for your heavenly Father knowcth that 
ye have need of these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added 
unto you." Matt. vi. And again he says : — "Are 
not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one 
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of them is forgotten before God ; but even the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore, ye are of more value than many spar- 
rows." ' Luke xii. 

All this is intended to show the nenmcss of God to 
us, and the watchful tenderness with which he fol- 
lows us in all our ways. It is designed to establish 
the fact that the parental relation is real, and not in 
name ; and that Go J, being our Father, . feels for us 
the love of a Father, and, so to speak, dii^charges all 
the duties of a father. He anticipates -and provides 
for every want, he guards from every danger, and in 
everything he seeks the best good of his family. 
He withholds no real privilege or blessing which they 
seek, he grants, freely, every wish consistent with the 
individual and general welfare ; and only refuses 
when he sees that the thing desired and prayed for 
in our ignorance and blindness would be an injury, 
and not a good. He often denies what we ask, but it 
is because '' we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought." He deals with us as a wise nnd kind 
earthly parent often deals with his inexperienced chil- 
dren : refusing this, however earnestly sought for, 
and compelling that, however disagreeable and pain- 
ful, knowing that his knowledge is setter than the 
child's, and content to wait until time and experience 
shall justify the wisdom and goodness of his course. 

And this truth, that God gives to his children only 
w^hat is good, and never what is really evil, the Sa- 

' Clemens Alexandrinus has a very beautiful figure illustrative of 
this thoug:ht. lie says, ** As the parent bird follows and seeks out its 
yonng which have fallen from the nest, so God the Fnther follows and 
iceks oat his fallen children." 
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viour illustrates with equal force and beauty : — " If a 
son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a stone ? or if he ask a fish, will he for a 
fish give him a serpent ? or if he shall ask an egg, 
will he offer him a scorpion ? If ye, then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give 
good things, and the Holy Spirit, to them that ask 
him ! " Luke xi.. Matt. vii. Thus he shows how 
God, being truly a parent, bestows all real temporal 
and spiritual blessings on those whom he has form- 
ed in his own image. And at the same time, 
he reveals the blessed truth, that God is " much 
more " a Father to his children, than it is possible for 
any earthly parent to be. Man is weak ; but God is 
almighty, and can do all his love desires for the wel- 
fare of his offspring. Man is capricious and change- 
able ; but God is always the same, without variable- 
ness. Man is imperfect ; but God is perfect. The 
human parent may be unfaithful and forget ; but the 
Divine Parent — never. And the words spoken to 
Israel by God himself, are of universal application : 
*' Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, 1 have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands." Isa. xlix. 

Such are the Scriptural representations of the pa- 
rental relation of God to man. And that they are in- 
tended to inform us, that, in the maintenanoe of this 
relation, he will regard the highest welfare of his 
whole family, and of every humblest individual of it. 
that he musty indeed, do this, as the necessity of his 
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love, cannot admit of a doubt. Nothing in the Bible 
can be plainer than the sublime truth of God's uni- 
versal Fatherhood ; and this being true, nothing can 
be plainer than the utter antagonism to this of the 
doctrine of endless punishment. 

The idea of an earthly father, if he had the power, 
keeping his child in endlees existence only that he 
mijht inflict upon him endless torture, is too mon- 
strously absurd and wicked to require refutation ! 
And where is the son or daughter who, if any one 
were to accuse their earthly father of cherishing such 
a purpose, or of being guilty of such atrocious cruel- 
ty, would not rise up with burning indignation to re* 
pel the charge, and silence the slanderer ? And yet 
thousands hear this cruel accusation a<rainst their 
hcaverdy Father, who is so much more to them than 
any human parent can ever be ; and they not only do, 
not rebuke, but even accept and believe, the shock- 
ing blasphemy against the Holy Spirit of truth and 
love ! What argument is needed, what argument is 
possible, here ? It is all embraced in a single sen- 
tence : — If God be the Father of men, as the Bible 
asserts, then endless punishment can not be true. If 
it be true, then is God not the Father of men ; and 
the beautiful sayings of Jesus, which we have repeat- 
ed here, are only as a dream of the night ! 

But in this presentation of the ca.se we do not, of 
course, ignore the fact already stated, that God pun- 
ishes the disobedient and wicked ; but we insist that 
he punishes as a Father, with no feeling or object in- 
consistent witli parental love, or the highest interests 
of the sufferer ; in a word, that he punishes only foi 
corrcition. And with what truth and force this is 
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set out by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews : 
*'My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him ; for 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and ecourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chasten- 
ing, God dealeth with you as with sons ; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not ? Further- 
mo.'e, we have had fathers of the flesh who chasten- 
ed us, and we gave them reverence : shall we not 
much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits 
and live ? For they verily for a few days chastened 
us after their own pleasure ; hut He for our projit^ 
that we might he partakers of his hcliness. Now, 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous ; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that are ex- 
ercised thereby." Chap. xii. 

No comment is needed on a statement so direct and 
clear as this. God, as a Father, exercises parental 
control over his family ; he compels respect to his 
government, because that government is established 
for the security and liappiness of his children. He 
punishes those who disobey his laws, but for their 
profit, that they may repent of their sins, and become 
partakers of his holiness. And if we can reverence 
our fathers of the flesh, who sometimes chasten us 
capriciously, or for their own pleasure ; how much 
rather ought we to be in subjection to the Father of 
our spirits, that we may live. And thus again is af- 
firmed the superiority of the love of our heavenly 
Parent over that of earthly parents ; and, also, that 
the chastisements of God are corrective, that we may 
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livCy having an afterward of ihc peaceable fruits of 
righteousness^ 

And this is only what we have a right to expect, 
both from the parental character of God, and from 
the very genius and object of government itself. All 
true governments on earth, seek, as their aim and 
end, the prosperity, growth and happiness, of the 
people in their charge. Every family government 
that has a right to be, proposes, as its sole object, the 
best education, the noblest character, the largest use- 
fulness and happiness of every eson and daughter. 
So of the Divine Government, whether regal as of 
the king, or parental as of the father ; it can only aim 
at, can only be satisfied with, the highest good and 
happiness of all who are its subjects. And, in the 
accomplishment of this, whatever pains or penalties, 
whatever restraint, or discipline, or severity, may be 
necessary, will be sanctioned alike by wisdom and af- 
fection. 

And what a pathetic and instructive illustration of 
this whole subject of the Divine Fatherhood and 
Government, is furnished in the beautiful parable of 
The Prodigal Son. Luke xv. The father knew 
well enough the folly and wilfulness of his son, and 
that nothing but the bitter experience to which he 
was blindly and obstinately hurrying, could reform 
and correct him. And so he left him to himself, leflt 
him (as God often leaves his children,) to gather into 
his bosom the fruits of his folly and sin ; left him to 
the desolation, and anguish, and curse, of his guilty 
life. But all this while the father's heart remained 

1 See this subject discusseti at length in Chapter viU. 
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the same in its love ; all this while the father's house 
was open to receive the returning prodigal ; and the 
fatted calf, and the ring, and the purple robe, await- 
ed * his coining. And when, at last, suffering and 
punishment had accomplished the work of humilia- 
tion and repentance, when the fiery scourge of judg- 
ment had swept his blindness and his sin clean away 
from him, and he arose and went with humbled and 
yearning heart toward his home, we see the un- 
changed tenderness of the father's heart throujrh all 
that past of sin and shame, as he hurried to meet 
him afar off, and fell upon his neck and kissed 
him ! And in this sweet parable of Jesus, we see, 
also, as he meant we should see , the heart of God, 
the compassion and tenderness of the Divine Father 
toward his erring and sinful children. 

Is it possible, then, to doubt the results of his pa- 
rental government ? Is it possible to doubt that final- 
ly, through joy and sorrow, through hope and fear, 
through rewards and punishments, through the wis- 
dom of discipline and the profit of experience, it 
will end in universal correction and restoration ? Is 
it possible to believe otherwise than that the infinite- 
ly wise and good Father, with infinite resources at 
his command, will so govern, and guide, and educate 
his children, that at last they shall be made wise un- 
to salvation ; and, returned from all their wanderings, 
purified from all evil, be renewed in the image of the 
heavenly forevermore ! 

And with what beauty Tennyson expresses his 
hope of this, in his " In Memoriam :" — 
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•• Oh, yes, we trust that somehow good 

Win be the final goal of ill. 

To p ingi of u iturc, s'.ns of will, 
Defe3ts of doubt, and tints of blooJ ! 

That nothing walks with aimless feet. 

That not one life shvll be destroyed, 

Or cusi as rubbish to the void. 
When God hath mjide the pile cc»iuplete. 

Behold! we know aot any thing; 

I cin bat trust thit gool shiU fill 

At last— fj,r oflf— at list to all^ 
And every winter change to spring." 

And he CDmpletes the picture in the following ex- 
quisite lines, relative to the final and universal har- 
mony resulting from Goi's government : 

** That God which ever lives and loves, 

One God, one law, one element. 

And one far off, divine event, 
To which the whole creation moves!" 

This ends the Scriptural and logical presentation 
of the argument for Universal holiness and happi- 
ness, founded on the character of Gol as Creator 
and Father, and on the Divine attributes of Power, 
Wisdom, Goodness, and Justice. 

It will be seen that each attribute furnishes an ar- 
jrumcnt in itself, as re^carJs the intention and will of 
Oo I in the creation of mankind ; and that, taken to- 
gether, they demonstrate the harmony of tlie Divine 
perfections in the original plan, and in the progres- 
sive work of redemption. God is forever at one 
with himself. Power and Wisdom, Goodness asd 
Justice, unite in the demand for the final abolition of 
sin and evil, and for the universal triumph and eter* 
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nal reign of good. He is the Universal Father, and 
he will never abandon his children, nor cease to love 
them, nor cease to act in their behalf, until the last 
wandering sheep is restored to the fold, and the work 
of redemption is complete. 



But how is this redemption to be accomplished ? 
What are the agencies by which sin is to be put 
away, and the race of man delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God ? The Bible reveals the fact that 
God, in the scheme of redemption, works through 
appointed means, by instrumentalities, and by agents 
specially chosen and consecrated for the purpose. 
Je is the source of truth aal knovvleJ2:8 ; from him 
proceed all grace and spiritual power ; but he be- 
stows these divine gifts on his Son Jesus Christ, and 
sends him into the world, that through him the world 
may be saved. God is, indeed, " the Saviour of all 
men;" but he saves them through Christ and his 
Gospel ; and hence Christ is also called '• the Saviour 
of the world," and the Gospel '' the power of G )d 
unto salvation." 

We ai*e, therefore, led by the natural development 
and connection of the argument to consider next, 
the nature and person of Christ, his office, the sacri- 
fice of his death, the atonement, and his relation to 
the world as its Redeemer. 



CHAPTER II. 

CBII8T niS NATURE, OFFICE AND ATONEMENT. 

SECTION I . 

§ I. The person and office of Christ. Sis exalt" 
ed character and pre-existence. — Throughout the 
Scriptures, Jesus is* represented as the Son of God, 
and this is the title which he claims for himself, and 
never anything higher than this. But it is plain 
enough, from the usage of this expression in con- 
nection with the Saviour, that it has a larger and 
deeper meaning than the same or similar language 
when applied to others. The phrases " sons of God," 
" children of God," &c., are often used to designate 
believers in the truth, or those who obey the truth ; 
but the '' Son of God," when applied to Jesus, is sig- 
nificant of something more than faith and obedience. 
It is obviously expressive of character, position, spir- 
itual power, and a special relation to God. 

Hence he is said to be " heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds ; the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, uphold- 
ing all things by the word of his power." Heb. i. 
This is never said of believers, nor of any other be- 
ings ; nor is it written of any but Jesus, that '* in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
Col. ii. 9. And constantly he is spoken of in the 
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Bible as somethirifj more than man ; as standinfj in a 
peculiar relation both to God and to us ; as one to 
whom the spirit was given *' without measure," and 
having " all power in heaven and in earth." John iii., 
Matt, xxviii. It is he whom " God haih exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour," 
Acts V. 31 ; " being made so much better than the 
angels, as he hath, by inheritance, obtained a more 
excellent name than they." He'o. i. 4. And this 
name is "above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth, and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Phil. ii. 
9 — 11. 

Such lan2:ua<:]:e as this, which abounds in the New 
Testament, is never employed in reference to any 
other created being. It reveals to us the fact that 
Jesus is indeed '' the first born of every creature, 
. . . that in all things lie might have the pre-emi- 
nence," Col. i. ; that he was endued with Divine 
wisdom and knowledge, gifted with miraculous 
power, and sent into the world on a special mission, 
that through his life, and teachings, and grace, he 
might save the world ; and through his death and 
resurrection, " might abolish death," and bring into 
the light, the glorious fact of " life and immortali- 
ty," and thus " deliver those who, through fear of 
death, were all their life-timo subject to bondage." 
2 Tim. i., Heb. ii. 

His nature was both divine and human. He is the 
" Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus," 1 Tim. ii. 5 ; claiming to be both the " Son 
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of God," and the " Son of man." John viii. 40. He 
stands between us, with one hand reaching up to 
God, and with the other reaching down to man, and 
thus brinorino: us together, and reconcilin^r the world 
to God. 

There are many passages which seem to intimate 
very strongly, his pre-existenc3, his personality prior 
to his appearance in the flesh, his dwelling with the 
Father from the beginning. " And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was." 
*' Jesus said unto them, verily I say unto you, b.> 
fore Abraham was, I am." John xvii., viii. Again 
he says : " No man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even the Son or 
Man which is in heaven." John iii. '* For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he bocame poor, that ye, 
through his poverty, might be rich.' 2. Cor. viii. 
" Who being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God (more properly, *' thouglit 
it not to be sought after to be equal with God ; i. e. 
was content to be in the likeness of God, without 
seeking to be his equal), but maje himself of no re- 
putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of man." Phil. ii. 
*' And the Lord was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of tlie only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." John i. 
*' Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same, ... for verily he took not on him the nature 
of angels, bat he took on him the seed of Abraham." 
Heb ii. 
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Now all these passages certainly look strongly m 
the direction of pre-existence. I am not ignorant of 
the current criticism of these texts, but the most 
natural and easy interpretation, it would seem, even 
in the face of prejudice, is, that Christ existed per- 
sonally with the Father, before he came into this 
world as the Saviour of men. His own language 
that he had glory with the Father before the world 
waSy that he was in heaven, and came down from 
hea/oen, that he was older than Abraham (for this, 
and not pre-eminence, was the point of the argument 
of the Jews — ''Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abraham ? Jesus said unto them, 
" Verily I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am,") 
— all this, surely, is in evidence that the Saviour had 
personal existence before the creation of mankind. 

And the language of the apostles seems founded 
on this belief — " he was rich, yet became poor ;" 
and " took upon him the form of a servant," which 
implies a prior individuality and choice, on his part, 
as to the conditions of his earthly life. He took part 
in flesh and blood voluntarily, the Word was made 
fleshy and dwelt among us, &c.; which shows that 
there was a spiritual existence before that in the flesh, 
which was taken, accepted, for the sake of saving 
those of like nature. 

At all events, this seems a legitimate conclusion 
from the passages quoted ; and if the interpretation 
be correct, it gives a point and meaning to the ex- 
pressions already cited, that he is both " the Son of 
God," and *' the Son of Man," " the only begotten of 
the Father," the " first born of every creature," and 
that " when he bringeth in the first begotten into the 
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world, he saith, And let all the angeh of God wor- 
ship him." Ileb. i. 6. 

It must be plain to every reader of tlic New Tes- 
tament, that Christ is regarded as a being by himself, 
different from all others. He is not God nor an an- 
gel, nor an archangel, nor a man in the ordinary de- 
finition and understanding of that word. ' On no 
other supposiiion does the first chapter cf the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews seem capable of intelligible inter- 
pretation. The whole force of the argument lies in 
this superiority of Christ to human and angelic na- 
tures. He is exalted above all others, sitting " at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high,'* " far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and domin- 
ion." Eph. i. 21 ; Heb. i. He is in the counsels of 
God, he is the representative of God as no other one 
is ; and of him only could such an expression be 
lawfully used, as God ''manifest in the flesh." 
1. Tim. iii. 16. And though believers arc said to be 
" begotten of God," and are called " sons of God," 
yet of Christ alone is it said that, in a special and 
higher senee he is the only begotten Son cf the 
Father." John i. 14, 18; iii. Ill, 18, In him the 
divine and human elements were mingled as they are 
not in any other created being ; and by this peculiar 
union of God and man in his nature, he is pre-emi- 
nently fitted for the great work of instructing, elevat- 
ing, and saving mankind. And it is through him 

' One of the most eminent of the Universalist fathers, Clement, says 
of the nature of Christ, after setting him apart from men and anjrels : 
'* It is the most perfect, the moat holy, the most divine, the chiefest 
the most kingly ^aaiXiKiardTTj^ and the most beneficent; and, before all, 
nearest to that of Him, who is alone almighty." Strom, yil. 2. Hag- 
enbacl* § 42. 
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that we have access to the Father : " I am the 
Way, and the Truth, and the Life ; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me." John xiv. 6. 

He is more to us than an example. He is author- 
itative truth. He is the Light and Life of the world. 
He has life in himself, and he imparts spiritual life 
to the believer, through faith. We are renewed by 
him, and healed by his touch. When we truly be- 
lieve in him, we are sanctified by this belief; we are 
quickened into new life by the magnetism of his spir- 
it. We live in him, as he lives in God. He is the 
Wisdom of God, and the power of God, to us ; tl:ey 
flow into our souls through him, by faith ; and eo in 
him, and by him, we are united to God, and God 
dwells in us, and we in him.^ 

§n. Christ net God — The Trinity. While wr 
beJeve in, and rejoicingly acknowledge, the pre-em- 
inence of Christ in all things, we reject the doctrine 
of his Deity, or his equality with God. There 12 
nothing in the Scriptures to justify the assertion that 
" in the unity of the Godhead, there be three persons 
of one substance, power, and eternity ; God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost — the 
Father being of none, neither begotten nor proceed- 
ing ; the Son eternally begotten of the Father ; the 
Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and 
the Sou." The whole sweep of the Old and New 

1 It is proper to say that in the above statement respecting the nature 
of Christ, especially in what pertains to his prc-existence, I speak for 
myself only. The denomination as such is not committed to these views ; 
though they are probably largely enterta ned. The utmost freedom 
prevails in regard to speculative doctrine. Some may give to Jesus a 
higher positon, a nearer relation to God, than that of the text; and 
others may look upon him only as ** the man Christ Jesus," specially 
gifted for a special work. 
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Testaments is in opposition to this dogma, anl while 
God is declared to be one and indivisible, Christ is 
always represented to be subordinate to, and depend- 
ent on God, in all that he teaches and all that he 
works. " There be that are called gods, whether in 
heaven or in earth (as there be gods many and Ijrds 
many,) but to us there is but one God^ the Father^ of 
whom are all things, and we in him." — 1 Cor. viii. 

There may be a few texts, here and there, the 
phraseology of which might be forced into seeming 
proof of the Deity of Christ ; but if the doctrine 
were true, it would not be left to rest on a few doubt- 
fiil passages or phrases, or on mere verbal criticisms, 
as its only support. Let us briefly examine a few of 
these. 

I. Criticism of Texts cited to prove the Trinity. 
(1.) Isaiah ix. 6, 7. " For unto us a child is hom^ 
unto us a son is given^'* &c. Note the following 
particulars : — 1. "A son is given^"* and therefore 
connot be the same with him who gives. 2. The 
Son being called by the name of the Father, does 
not prove him to be the same person as the Father, 
any more than the giving an earthly father's name to 
his son, proves the eon to be his father. Those to 
whom the word of God came, were called gods, 
John X. 35 ; but this did not imply their equality 
with Jehovah. 3. All this honor in the way of ti- 
tles, and power in the extension of his government, is 
from the Lord of hosts ; showing very clearly, that 
the person referred to, and the Lord of hosts, are not 
the same. 

(2.) Heb. i. 9, 10. '^Unto the Son he saiih, 
(who saith ? the Son himself?) Thy throne^ O God^ 
18 forever and ever." 
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Obviously the person who says this, and the per- 
son to whom it 18 said, arc two persons, and not one. 
And in the next verse we sec the supreme Deity; 
** Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; 
therefore God,* even thy God, hath anointed thee 
Mith the oil of gladness above thy fellows." Now, if 
Christ be called God here, yet there is another who 
is his God, his superior, anointing him for his holy 
office, and placing him above his fellows. He who 
does this, and he to whom it is done, are distinct be- 
ings, Che one subordinate to the other ; or the lan- 
guage is without sense or meaning. 

(8.) John X. 80. " / and my Father are one.^^ 
Not in person nor in substance, but in thought and 
purpose respecting the salvation of the world. ''For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife ; and they twain shall be one 
/?cfiA." Matt. xix. What language is stronger than 
this? but in what sense are husband and wife one 
flesh ? Are they one person only, or two persons, 
who are one in affections, aims and labors ? 

The same thouglit is expressed in 1 Cor. iii. 8. '* I 
have planted, Apollos watered. . . . Now he that 
planteth, and he that watereth, are one." Did Paul 
mean to say that he and Apollos were the same per- 
son ? or that they were one spirit dwelling in two 
bodies ? Of course not ; but only that with one pur- 
pose and will, they were working to one end, viz : 
The promotion of Christian truth, and the Christian 
life, in the Corinthian church. And hence he argues 
that there should be no divisions, no strifes, among 
the believers ; but that they should all labor together 
for the Gospel as it is in Jesus. 
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In chapter xvii. Jesus prays respecting his discij les, 
*' that they may be one, as we are.'' Did he mean 
that the twelve should be one person only, or one in 
spirit and love, one in the work of salvation, as he 
and the Father were ? So in the 21st verse he prays 
that all believers '' m ly be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in uf." 
That is, one in mind and heart ; otherwise being one 
with God would make thirteen or fourteen, instead of 
three, persons in the Godhead. 

(4.) 1 John V. 7. " For there are three that bear 
record in heaven^ the Father^ the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost ; aiid these three are one J' 

Admitting the genuineness of this text, its mean- 
ing is obviously the same with that of the preced- 
ing, " I and my Father are one ; " i. e. one in their 
witness to the truth of the Divine love and grace 
as manifested in the Gospel ; one in spirit and pur- 
pose touching the redemption of mankind. See the 
context. But the text is, beyond question, an inter- 
polation, as Manuscripts and Versions -abundantly 
demonstrate.^ 

(5.) Col. i. 15 — 20. *' Who is the image ff the 
invisible God. . . . For by him were all things creat- 
ed that are in heaven,^' &c. This is very strong lan- 
guage, but observe: 1. He of whom this is spoken 
is not the invisible supreme God, but the image of 
him. The likeness or portrait of a person, is not 
the person himself. 2. Immediately following this, 
wc have this statement : '^ For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell,'* &c. Here the 

' See the author's ** Christianity against Infidelity.*' 2d edition, 
page 192. 
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distinction between the Father as supreme, and the 
Son as subordinate, is set forth again. It is all ac- 
cording to the pleasure oF the Father ; and the very 
creative and redeeming fulness of the Son dwells in 
him by the Father's appointment, and is derived from 
the Father. 

(6.) Rom. ix. 5. "Q/* whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came^ who is over all, God blessed for 
ever. Amen.^" 

This is simply an exclamation. The allusion to 
the incarnation of Jesus, brings out the phrase of 
thanksgiving — "God blessed forever," or '' Blessed 
be God forever." The expression of Thomas is in 
the same line, when, putting his finger into the 
wounded side, he exclaimed, " My Lord I and my 
God I " John XX. 27. 

(7.) John i. 1-14. "in the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God;' &c. 

Allowing this to refer to Christ personally, and not 
to the Divine Wisdom or Energy taking human form 
in him, we still see the distinction of person kept up. 
We cannot suppose that the Word was God in tiie 
same sense it is said to be with God. A person can- 
not properly be said to be with himself, liut the dis- 
tinction is definitely stated, in the usual form, in verse 
14 : The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
be^^otten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 
Here the Word is the only begotten of the Father ; 
but he who begets is not surely the same person with 
him who is begotten — the one gives life, and the 
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Other receives life — nnd the first is certainly antece- 
dent to the last. But the simple intention of John is 
undoubtedly to declare, that the Word, Lcgos^ the 
Divine Energy cr Wisdom, was with God as an at- 
tribute, a part of his being ; and was Gcd, in the senFC 
in which a man's thought, or his mind, may be said 
to bo the man himself. This Word, cr Spiritual En- 
ergy,' '' was made flesh," or, in other words, dwelt in 
Jesus ; it was the spirit '' without mcaeure " given 
unto him by the Father, and thrc/Ugh the inspiration 
of which he was " full of grace and truth." 

(8.) 1 John V. 20. " And we know the Son of 
God is come^ and hath given us an understanding ^ 
that we may know him that is true^ and we are in 
him, that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ, This 
is the true God, and eternal lifc,^^ 

Can any one, who has no theory to defend, per- 
suade himseh' that the phrases '^ the Son of God is 
come," and " this is the true God," refer to the same 
person? Can the true God be the Son of himself? 
Our translators have supplied the word " even," 
making "him that is true," and "his Son Jc&us 
Christ " the same. But the word " and " is equally 
authorized, and more consistent : " We are in him 
that is true," i. c. God the Father, '''and in his Son 
Jesus Christ." This is the true God," who ? The 
God of whom he had been speaking all along, prior 
to this verse, and whose Son " is come, and hath 
given us understanding, that we may know him that 

^Obioen, who believed in the ** eternal generation" of the Son, and 
even calls him a second GoJy Sdnpoi Of d$, still insists on his inferiority 
to the Father in essence and rank. lie is worthy of all honor, after 
the God of the universe, ^cru rdvOtOv riiv hk^av. Contra dlsum and l)t 
Or at. 
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18 true,'* 1. e. know him whom the Son reveals to be 
the true God ; and this is " eternal life." The same 
idea, and the same words almost, are in the gospel 
xvii. 3 : " And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Chvist 
whom thou hast sent." 

(9.) Phil. ii. 6. •' Who^ being in the fonn r ' 
God., thought it not rdbhery to he equal with God.* 
Archbishop Newcome gives the true sense: — "Die 
not eagerly covet to be equal with God." The word 
rendered " robbery, " signifies the thing stolen, the 
prey, the object seized ; and the simple meaning of 
the language is, that Jesus, though in the form and 
likeness of God, did not think he should eagerly seize 
on, or asiume, an equality with God; but, so far 
from such unholy ambition, " made himself of no re- 
putation, and took upon himself the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men." The present 
translation completely defeats the object of the apo> 
tie, which was to teach a lesson of humility, from the 
example of Christ. But what humility was there in 
aspiring to be equal with God ? " Let this mind be 
in you which was also in Christ Jesus." The whole 
point of the exhortation lies in the fact that Chris(, 
being \v. the likenees or form of God, did not seek to 
be equal with God, but " took upon himself the form 
of a ecrvant, and was made in the likeness of man, 
and humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God 
also highly exalted him," &c. Verses 5-11. But 
how could God highly exalt him if he was already 
equal to God? And how could it be said that God 
exalted him at all, if he himself were God ? 
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II. Scriptural proof against the Deity of Christ. 
Let us come now to the positive proof that Christ 
is not the supreme God, but subordinate to, and de- 
pendent on him, for all things. 

(1.) Jesus always acknowledged the supremacy of 
the Father^ and his own dependence on him. 

" My Father is greater than I." John xiv. When 
he said " my Father," did he mean himself? did lie 
mean that he was greater than himself? or greater 
when acting as Father than when acting as Son? 
What is the honest interpretation of such language ? 
" The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he 
seeih the Father do." John v. What would the 
people infer from this — that he who uttered it was 
the Almighty God ? '* My doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me." John vii. Are we to understand 
from this that in the capa(!lty of Father he sent him- 
self in the capacity of Son ; and that while his doc- 
trines were not his own as the sent, they were his 
own as the sender ? " As my Father taught me, I 
speak these things." John viii. " To sit on my 
right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it 
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my 
Father." Matt. xx. Yet if he were God, it was 
his to give. *' Of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man ; no, not the angels in heaven, neither the 
Son, but my Father only," Mark xiii., Matt. xxiv. 
But if the Father and Son were the same being, it 
was not possible that he should not know as Son 
what he knew as Father. " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ? " Matt, xxvii. Was this 
cry of anguish and desolation addressed to himself? 
These are examples of the direct and positive asser- 
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tions of Jesus himself, that he was only the sen ant 
and agent of God, by whose authority and help he 
said and did everything. He does not know all 
things, all times and events — this infinite knowledge 
belongs to the Father only. All his doctrines and 
iniracles are from one greater than himself, who alone 
is alniiglity and all-wise. He is not God, but the 
Son of God, and all wisdom and power are given him 
of the Father. And in confirmation of this he con- 
tinually expressed the sense of his dependence on God 
by prayer. " He continued all night in prayer to 
God." Luke vi. " Sit ye here while I go and pray." 
Matt. XX vi., Mark i. vi., Luke v. ix. xxii. If he 
were God what is the meaning of this praying? 
Would he seek of himself the power and guidance 
and support, which he knew he already possessed in 
himself? Was the prayeT in spirit or in form only? 
a true expression of weakness and dependence on his 
part, or a deception practised on those who followed 
him? 

(2.) The conduct and testimony of his disciples 
show that they did not believe him to he God. 

It is not possible to believe that the twelve, who 
were continually with him, really supposed they were 
keeping company with the almighty Jehovah, taberna- 
cled in a human body ; eating, drinking, sleeping, walk- 
ing and conversing with him. If they did believe that 
Jesus was actually the omnipotent, omniscient God, 
the Creator and Ruler of the universe ; they were the 
most extraordinary men the world ever saw, and their 
conduct towards him sets at defiance all the ordinary 
principles upon which we interpret human action. 

Can any reasonable man convince himself that the 
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disciples, impressed with the tremendous fact that 
this Jesus was the great God himself, would, as they 
did, argU3 with him, advise, reprove, betray, deny 
and forsake him, with cowardly fear, in the presence 
of his human enemies ? Could they have been so 
free and familiar in their intercourse with him ? could 
thev have lost their faith in him, and abandoned their 
work in despair, if all the while they knew he was 
the Lord Almighty ? Do the simple and plain nar- 
ratives of the Gospels anywhere — not to say every- 
whcre^ as they would, if it were true — indicate to the 
reader that the men who wrote, wrote under the 
pressure of the awful and ever present thought, that 
they were giving us the history of God's life on 
earth ? of the saving^s and doings of the Infinite Je- 
hovah whom they knew, and with whom they met 
and talked, face to face, for the space of three years ? 

They always speak of him as inferior and subject 
cu God; as sent, anointed, inspired, directed, sup- 
ported, exalted, raised from the dead by God; as 
the agent, servant, the Son, the Beloved of God ; as 
a Mediator, a Priest, a Man, the Image, the Begotten, 
the First-born of God. " There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus." " Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-bom of every creature." " This Jesus hath 
God raised." " God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost." " When all thmgs shall be sub- 
dued under him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subject unto him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all." 1 Tim. ii.. Col. i.. Acts ii., 
X., xvii., 1 Cor. xv. &c. 

This language applied everywhere to Christ is 
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wliDlly irracoacUeable with the supposition that the 
writers believed him to be the only living and true 
God, supreme in all things. Look at the last two 
passages from the stand-point of the Trinity, that the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one and the 
same being — *' God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost," i. e., God anointed God with God. 
Is this what Peter intended to say? Is this what the 
Jews and Gentiles understood him to say ? and was 
it to this unintelligible doctrine that Cornelius and 
his family were converted ? 

Then the Son being subject to him who put all 
things unler hira, that God may be all in all. Did 
Paul really write this under the impression that the 
subject Son and the God who is all in all, were one 
and the same ? that he who put all things under Je- 
sus, was this Jesus himself? and that when in a pre- 
ceding verse he speaks of his " delivering up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father," he was himself the 
God and Father to whom he delivered up the king- 
dom ? 

Surely there is but one fair and honest interpreta- 
tion of such language from the lips of the disciples 
and apostles ; and that is, that it was spoken out of 
an unquestioning conviction on their part, that he 
was the Son and not the Father in any sense, subor- 
dinate to Go 1, coming from him and returning to 
him ; receiving his power and wisdom, his kingdom 
and all things from God, and finally surrendering all 
tilings back again to him. And since they were con- 
stantly with him, and heard all his public testimonies, 
and all his private conversations, and therefore cer- 
tain!) bad the best means of knowing his true char- 
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acter, we think it safe to follow them in faith, ami 
accept their verdict in the case. 

(3.) Christ expressly and positively denied that 
he was God^ when charged with claiming to he so by 
the Jews, 

" Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but 
eaid also that God was his Father, making himself 
equal with God." John v. 17-23. Now, how did 
Jesus meet this false inference from his 'anjjuaffe? 
He did say that God was his Father, and the Jews 
pretended from this that he made himself equal with 
God, in the same sense that the son, come to manhood, 
is the equal with his father. The point is, that by 
claiming God as his Father, he claimed — not that he 
was God himself, for parent and child are not one, or 
the same person, but — that he was, in all respects, 
of the same nature and essence with God ; as the sou 
18, in all respects, of the same nature, and, mentally 
and bodily, the equal of his father. 

But even this the Saviour promptly and directly 
denies. He assures the Jews that he does not claim 
to be of the same nature and essence with God, or 
his equal in anything, because he calls God his 
Father. God is self-existent ; and he is begotten 
and created. God is of himself all in all ; and he is 
dependent. God has spiritual life in himself; but to 
him it is given. Then answered Jesus and said unto 
them, "Verily I say unto you, the Son can do 
nothing of himself, but what le secth the Fother do. 
. . . . I can of mine own self do nothin'x ; as I hear I 
judge," &c. Ver. 30. Nothing is plainer than that 
Jesus here rebuts the false charge of making himself 
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equal with God, by acknowledging that he was whol- 
ly depend(jnt upon him ; deriving from him his life, 
knowledge, and miraculous powers, and doing only 
those things that the Father gave him authority to 
do in his name. ' 

But there is another passage even more direct to 
the point than this, where the Jews accused him of 
claiming to be not equal with God, but God himself. 
The record of the occasion and circumstances is in 
John X. S0-S8. Jesus had said in their presence, " I 
and my Father are one," whereupon they " took up 
stones to stone him ; " and Jesus asking why they 
stoned him, they answered, "For blasphemy, and 
because that thou, being a man, makest thyself 
God. " 

Now, how did Jesus meet this charge ? If he were 
really God, the charge was true, and this was the 
time, of all others, to declare his Deity. The occa- 
sion, his character, the truth, everything demanded 
that he should assert openly that he was God the 
Almighty, if this were the fact. Does he do this ? 
Docs he say plainly, " It is not blasphemy for me to 
maUc m -self God, for I am GodP^ No ; not a word 
of this sort ; but the record says : — " Jesus answered 
them, Is it not written in your law, I said, ye are 
gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the wo id 

*• Ai 1 this reply and denial of Jesas shows the error of the translo- 
ti )n in Phil. ii. G. " Who being in the form of God thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God.** This is what he was accused of by the 
Jews, and expressly repudiates. If he " thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God," if he was equal with God, why did he deny it to the 
Jews ? Why did he not rather admit the &ct, and defend it instead of 
saj irg, ** I can do nothing of myself," 
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of God came, and the Scriptures cannot be broken ; 
say ye of him whom the Father hath sanctified, ai:(l 
gent in^o t?ic world. Thou blasphemest because 1 
said, I am the Son of God? '^ 

Here is a direct and . unqualified denial of the 
charge that he was God, and a re-assertion of the old 
truth that he was only the Son of God ; and that this 
was all he intended by the words to which they had 
tal^en exception — " I and my Father are one." ' Now 
if Jesus was truly God, how could he meet the 
charge in this way ? How can the Trinitarian, after 
this reply of the Saviour, still maintain that he is 
God, without virtually charging him with dishonesty ? 
And observe how carefully all the attendant particu- 
lars are phrased to illustrate his denial, and show his 
dependent and subordinate character ; viz., that the 
Father had sanctified him, had him sent into the 
world, and, in the next verse, that the works he 
did were the Father's. I see not how it is possible, 
in the face of this record, to affirm the Deity of 
Christ, without compromising his character for integ- 
rity, honesty, and truth. 

(4.) The whole tenor and drift of the New Testa- 
ment is to the point that Christ is inferior to G^d^ 
who is alone Eternal^ Infinite^ and Supreme. 

It is a just rule in reading a book where some pas- 
sages are obscure, or unintelligible, or in seelnin^^ 
contradiction to other passages, to appeal to the gene- 
ral (enor or sense of the whole ; and thus seek to get at 

' Is it not singular that Christians should make the same mistake 
which the Jews made in regard to this saying of Jesus, " I and my 
Father are one; " and that they should persist in forcing upon it a 
meaning which he so positively disavows ? 
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the true import of the doubtful, through the cviJcnt 
intent and rneanin^: of the entire book. In order to 
ilhiytrate this pomt, and exhibit the weight of the ar- 
gument, 1 shall introduce the following summary of 
texts : 

1st. Those passages in the New Testament, iii 
which the Father is styled one or only Goj>, are 
in number 17. 

2(1. Those passages where he is styled God abso- 
lutely^ by way of eminence and supremacy^ '»re in 
number 320. 

8d. Those passages where he is styled God with 
peculiarly high titles and epithets or attributes^ a^*^ in 
number 105. 

4th. Those passages wherein it is declared thr^ a\ 
prayers and praises ought to be offered to him, .» j'^ 
that every thing ought ultimately to be directed *o 
nis honor and glory ^ are in number 90. 

5th. Passages wherein the Son is declared positi^-3- 
ly, and by the clearest implication, to he subordinr.te 
to the Father, deriving His being from Him^ receiv- 
ing from Him his divine power ^ and acting in ah 
things wholly according to the will of the Father^ ar^ 
in number above 300. 

Gth. Of 1300 passages in the New Testamen*:, 
where the word God is mentioned, not one of them 
necessarily implies a plurality of persons. * 

Such are the Scriptural grounds on which we re- 

* Grundy's Lectures, where the passages are quoted in full. In ad- 
Jition to the above may be counted 2,000 passages from the Old Testa*- 
ment, in which the oneness of God is positively asserted, or evidently 
Implied. See also Wilson's Scriptural Proofs of Unitarianisai, whei-e 
the texts are classified according to the thought 
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ject the doctrine cf the Trinity, and affirm that God 
is one only ; and that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, inferior and subordinate to him, but sancti^ed, 
and gifted, and exalted, by him, above all other be- 
ings, angels and men ; and sent into the world as his 
Image, the Brightness of his glory, the Representa- 
tive of his truth and love, the Example, the Sancti- 
iicr and Saviour of the world. 

SECTION II. 

THE ATONEMENT, WHAT IT IS, AND HOW WE ARE RECONCILED 
AND SAVED BY THE DEATH OP CHRIST. 

The word " Atonement '' is one of those theologi- 
cal terms, the true meaning of which has been sadly 
perverted ; and the beautiful and tender thought 
which it expresses in the Scriptures, overlaid with 
the errors and coarse definitions of the schools and 
creeds. 

It is a curious fact that this word, which occupies 
BO large a space in the theological literature, and sec- 
tarian controversies, of our time, is found only once 
ill the New Testament. Eom. v. 11. And the use 
of it in this passage is so directly in conflict with the 
meaning commonly attached to it, that it is a marvel 
how it ever came to signify substitution, or the suf- 
ferinjr of Christ in the sense of satisfaction to Divine 
Justice. 

The meaning of the original word is wide enough 
from this idea, and is properly expressed in every 
other passage where it occurs, by the English word 
" reconciliation." And this was the meaning of the 
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word " atonement " in early English, and at the time 
the present translation was made. It hjis passed out 
of this into its present narrow and perverted sense, 
since that day. A few references to earlier literature 
will illustrate this point. 

Johnson, the lexicographer, states that the prlmi" 
tive meaning of the word was " to agr e^ to accord.'* 
And he quotes from Shakespeare, who was contem- 
porary with our translators, in proof of this : 

'* He and Aufidius can no more ntone 
Than violentest contTiiriety.'* 

Trench, in his Glossary of English Words, gives 
the following illustrations of its early usage : 

" His first essay succeeded so well, Moses would 
venture on a second design, to atone two Israelites at 
variance." 

" Havin<r more regard to their old variance than 
their new atonemenV^ 

" If Sir John Falstaff have committed disparage- 
ment unto you, I am of the Church, and will be p:lad 
to do my benevolence, to make atonements and ccm- 
promises between you."^ 

In all these examples, " atone " signifies agreement^ 
or reconciliation^ being put in opposition to " con- 
trariety," "variance," "hostility," &c. Originally 
it was written as two words, joined by a hyphen, nn I 
pronounced thus, at-one ; and the noun at-one-ment^ 
meaning a state of oneness or unity. 

In the Apocrypha the translators have used the 

A Coriolanusy Act, iv. So. 6. Fuller's Pisgah Sight qfPalfisiine, ii 
92. yioor^'B History of Richard III, Merry Halves qf l^'indscr 
Ac\ 1. Sc. 1. 
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word In this form : " Then cried they to Simon, be- 
Bcechinj: them to be at-om with them," rererrliiG: to 
those brsieored in the tower at Jerusalem. 1 Macca- 
bees xiii. 50, So in the second book of Maccabees, 
where the wish is expressed that God " -would hear 
your prayers and be at-one with you," i. 5. And 
again it is written : " Though the Lord be angry 
with us a little while for our chastening and correc- 
tion, yet shall he be aUone again with his servants," 
vii. 33. And m the New Testament we have this 
use of the word : " The next day he showed himself 
unto them as they strove, and would have set them 
at-one again." Acts vii. 26 ; i. e. would have atoned 
or reconciled them. 

The Book of Homilies, of the Church of England, 
employs the term in the same sease in reference to 
Christ's death, though it falsely applies it to God 
instead of man. ^ The New Testament never speaks 
of God being reconciled to man, but it is always man 
who is reconciled to God. Hence in the passage al- 
ready named, the only one in which the word atone- 
ment is used, we have it in this form : " Cut we also 
joy in GoJ through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whcm 
we have now received the atonement.^' Jiom. v. 11. 
It is we who have been atoned or reconciled to God, 
not God to us. And this is the uniform witness of 
the Gospel ; and it shows how utterly unfounded is 
the common doctrine of God's wrath against man, 
and the necessity of Christ's sacrificial death in order 
to satisfy his offended justice. Let us see how this 
stands in the sacred text. 

* See Noble's Lectures on Important Doctrines, pp. 308^370. 
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Rom. V, 10, 11. " For if, when we were enemies, 
wc were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life," &c. 2 Cor. v. 18-20. "All things are of 
God, who hath reconciled U8 to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconcili- 
ation ; to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
wo7*ld unto himself^ not imputing their trespasses 
unto them ; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. Now, then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us ; we 
pray you, in Christ's stead, he ye reconciled to God.^^ 
Rom. xi. 15. " The reconciling of the worlds 1 
Cor. vii. 11. " Let her remain unmarried, or be re- 
conciled to her husband." 

These are all the passages in the New Testament 
where the Greek word rendered atonement occurs ; 
and, as we see, in every instance but one it is rendered 
by the word " reconciliation," in its substantive or 
verbal form. The idea embodied in the word is ob- 
vious enough, and the doctrine is plain and positive 
beyond mistake or dispute. It is we who are ene- 
mies to God, not he an enemy to us. We are the 
unreconciled party ; and the object of Christ's death, 
and the whole aim and intent of the Gospel, is this 
one thing — to reconcile man to God, This is the 
true atonement, and this is all that is embodied in the 
figures of a Sacrifice, a Mediator, Intercessor, Advo- 
cate, &c. Tliere is no suffering of punishment in the 
place of the guilty world ; no infliction of the penal- 
lies of the violated law on one who never oilendcd ; 
no satisfaction rendered to inexorable justice ; no con- 
fusion of God the judge and executioner, and God the 
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victim and sufPerer; nothing vicarious or substitu- 
tional, in any sense whatever, in this scriptural pre- 
sentation of the subject. * God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, and the burthen of the 
ministry of reconciliation is simply this — " Be ye re- 
conciled to God." Hen^e the apostle declares that 
" it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell ; ar.d, having made peace through the blood of 
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, whether things in earth, or things in heaven." 
Col. i. 19, 20. 

And it is at this point where we see the union of 
God and Christ in the salvation of man. In the pre- 

' Tliose who would see to what extent of blasphemy a creed may go 
respecting Christ's suffering as our substitute, may consult Luther's 
comment ou Gal. iii. 13. I have not courage to quote it; but it may 
be found in Koyes' Introduction to his "Collection of Theological 
Essays," a most valuable article. It is instructive to follow the grad- 
ual growth of reasonable views on the subject, from Luther's day to 
the present. Dr. Noyes has shown the way. The following specimen 
will illustrate one stige of the growth. It is from Flavel, whose works 
are ft. 11 published by the American Tract Society : ** To wrath, to the 
wrath of an infinite God without mixture, to the very tornjentsof hell, 
Wiis Christ delivered, and that by the hands of his own Father." ** It 
was wrath aggravated in diverse respects beyond that whicn the damned 
themselves do suffer.'" Per contra , those who would see what pro- 
gress has been made in regard to the doctrine of the atonement, even in 
the bosom of the Church, may read the Essays by Jowett on " The 
Atonement," the " Imputation of the sin of Adam," &c., in his Com- 
mentary on Paul's Epistles, or in No^^es's Collection. Rev. Charles 
ELiNGSLEY, also of the English Church, and one of the most popular 
authors of the day, himself a Universalist, in his preface to the ** Fool 
of Quality," by Henry Brcoke, who was also a Universalist, speaka 
severely of the creeds which teach that God ** will doom to endless tor- 
ture the vast majority of the human race; while he lias made, for the 
purpose of delivering a very small minority, a certain ht<jlily aiiificiul 
urratKjeincnt (the atonement,) to be explained by no human notions 
of justice or of love; " thus making " the divine morality utterly diff- 
zvoni fi'om the ideal of human morality." p. xlix. London Edit 1859. 
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v^ious chapter, on the divine character and attributes, 
we showed that the discipline and final redemption of 
the human race, was embraced in the original plan of 
God, and that his Power and Wisdom were engaged 
to overcome all obstacles, to remove all opposition, 
obstinacy, and evil, from the heart of man, and recon- 
cile and restore him to holiness and heaven. But 
while this was the original purpose of God, it was 
also his purpose to accomplish this, not by a mir- 
acle, but through appointed means ; or, in one word, 
through the grace and truth of Jesus Christ the Son, 
aided and blessed by the sanctifying influences of tho 
Holy Spirit, And the declaration of Paul, just cited, 
indicates the manner in which Christ, as the anointed 
of God, becomes to man " the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life," the Mediator, the Reconciler, and Saviour. 
And how beautiful and intelligible is all this, and 
in what a different light it presents the character of 
God, compared with the popular doctrine of atone- 
ment. A world disobedient, sinful, long wandering, 
and borne dovvn with the sorrows and sufferings that 
have come of transgression — God a loving and pity- 
ing Father, looking upon, and watching over, his 
wayward children, with a tender and never wearying 
affection ; and sending his willing Son, endued with 
wisdom and power, to show them the way of repeut- 
ance and restoration. He comes in the Father's 
name, and with an earnest and true soul, gives him- 
self to the task of leading the wandering sheep back 
to the fold of rest and safety. He reveals the true 
character of God, whom they had feared, and at 
whose name they had trembled ; he tells them of his 
infinite and unchangeable love ; his goodness that has 
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been so patient, and suffered so long with them ; of 
his compassion for them in their bHndness, and error, 
and sin, and his purposes of grace and redemption, 
through faith and obedience ; of his wise and benefi- 
cent laws made for their good, and the reasonable- 
ness and blessedness of obedience ; of the inheritance 
of life and immortality, of which they were heirs and 
joint-heirs with him, and through him I And when 
he has opened to them these great truths, and shed 
the light and warmth of them into their hearts, he 
calls upon the prodigals to be reconciled to God, to 
receive the at-one-ment which he offers them, and 
come back to the blessed home where all things beau- 
tiful abide, and where the soul shall rejoice forever- 
more in the sunshine of Heaven. 

And to this holy work he devotes all his strength 
and energies. He pleads with them, toils and suffers, 
and is persecuted even by those whom he seeks to 
b!es£ — so perverse is the heart of man, so cruel is 
sin. And at last betrayed and crucified, he seals the 
sincerity of his words and actions, and crowns his life 
and labors, with his death. 

And that to the Death of Christy as well as to his 
life, the writers of the New Testament attribute a pe- 
culiar influence and eflScacy in the work of atone- 
ment, cannot be denied. It is associated with the 
salvation of the world, in such a way as to show that 
it had a special place among the agencies working 
out the result. A consideration of this point, a little 
more in detail, will discover to us the more important 
relations of the Saviour's death to the atonement, or 
the recGPciiiation of man to God. 
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ecI by (lie fact that God must, in Bome way, reveal 
himself, and make known his love to his erring and 
sinful children. Some means must be employed, 
some visible and actual exhibition of his gracious 
mercy must be made ; and all we can say is, that, 
amid an infinite variety of methods, he chose this, the 
death of Christ. 

Of the fact itself, that he did choose this method, 
tliat the death of Christ was a commendation of his 
favor and love, we have plainest declaration. In his 
Epistle to the Eomans, Paul expressly states that 
" God commcndeth his love toward us^ in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Chap. v. 
8. So John : " For God so loved ths world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his vSon into the world to condemn 
tlie world ; but that the world through him might be 
saved.'' John iii. 16, 17. So in his first Epistle : 
" In this was manifcs^ted the love of God toward us^ 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him." Chap, 
iv. 9. 

All this shows that Christ died, not because God 
was angry with us, not to save the world from the 
divine wrath and vengeance ; but because God loved 
the w^orld, and sought to deliver it, through Christ, 
from sin and death, and every power of evil. He 
eends his only Son, as his representative, to die in at- 
testation of the greatness of his affection toward us. 
He shows us, in the sufferings and death of Christ, 
how strongly he is bound to us, how mighty is the 
love which, amid so much evil and wickedness, still 
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clin^^s to the guilty, and seeks their good, and aim 3 
to deliver them into the glorious liberty of his spirit- 
ual children. 

How this exhibition of Divine Love in the death of 
Christ, how the crucifixion scene itself, influences the 
hardest heart, and with a mighty moral power, over- 
comes the evil in it, and inspires it with gratitude, 
love, and goodness ; and how, therefore, the death of 
the Saviour is related to the salvation of the sinner, 
is sufficiently plain without argument. When he 
sees the great love of God, as manifested in the death 
of Jesusj, when he sees that the very heart he has 
pierced, beats in its last pulses of agony with tender- 
est atrection for him ; in spite of hime<;lf the rebel- 
lious spirit within him is subdued into shame and 
penitence ; the ice of sin melts away before the 
warmth of Divine Love ; and now he feels how hard 
it is to sin against such love. And at last, contem- 
plating this pathetic scene, this exhibition of good- 
ness and compassion, he is forced to yield, and cries 
out with Saul, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ? " And so in his case the atonement is complete ; 
he is reconciled to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

3. T%e death of Christy associated with his JSesu)*' 
rectiony confirms the assvrance of our future exist" 
ence^ and delivers us from the fear of deaih. 

This is declared to be one of the great purposes of 
the death of Christ, that he might risp again to the 
justification of our hope of immortality ; and show 
us that we also shall live again, and, being children 
of the resurrection, shall therefore, on that account, 
be also children of God. To this end, the Saviour 
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(llrocts attention to this point, often speaking of hia 
death and his triumph over the grave, fixing the 
thought of his disciples and hearers on the predicted 
event, that when it cane to pass, they might re- 
member his words. 

It was the purpose of God that it should take 
place under peculiar circumstances, with special ac- 
companiments, that it might be known and perceived 
in its relations to the future ISe of the soul ; and fur- 
nish, a foundation of hope and faith, that, as our Ke- 
deemer liveth, we shall live also. It is made to oc- 
cupy a prominent place in the history and mission of 
the Saviour, that the attention of the world might be 
drawn to it as a demonstration of the truth of what 
he had taught on this point. 

Thus it reveals to us the plan of God respecting 
our hereafter, and reconciles us to him by faith and 
gratitude, making us at-one with him. Thus, also, it 
contributes to our salvation from doubt and fear re- 
specting death ; and establishes on a rock foundation, 
cur confidence in that great and blessed truth, which, 
before Christ, had either not been seen at all, or so 
dimly seen, that it neither softened the terrors of 
death, nor lifted the impenetrable gloom of the grave ; 
so dimly that it imparted to the dying neither 
courage nor consolation. But now, if Christ died 
jNud rose again as a prophecy of our future life, the 
problem is solved, the darkness and gloom are scatter- 
ed, and light from his empty tomb, glorious and beau- 
tiful, streams downward into the valley of shadows, 
and upward to the gates of heaven. We are recon- 
ciled to God ; we are reconciled to dciith. We see 
how " through death he destroys him that had the 
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power of death, that is, the devil ; and delivers those 
who, through fear of death, were all their life time 
subject to bondage.'' Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

Thus it is that Christ's death is related, in a pecu- 
liar and efEcacious manner, to our salvation in the 
gospel sense, i. e. salvation from sin and disobedience, 
from the bondage and the fear of death, and from evil 
of every sort. And we see how it is, that through 
the blood of Christ we have forgiveness or remission 
of sins, are spiritually washed and made clean, and 
accepted of God ; or, in Paul's words, how by him 
we receive the atonement, and have poace with God. 
AVe see, in clearest light, and understand, the mean- 
ing of the atonement, that is, reconciliation to God. 
It is plain to us that, though Christ does not, as our 
substitute, save us from punishment by suffering for 
us, yet he saves us from sin, by leading us away from 
it into the paths of life and peace. 

Let us consider how immense the sacrifice, in order 
for us to die to save a righteous man, or a dear friend 
even, from death. But the love of God for us is 
manifest in that, while we were yet sinners and ene- 
mies, Christ died for us ! Let us contemplate the 
death of the Saviour in this light, and we shall soon 
discover how it is that we are saved by his death — 
we shall soon find its spiritual power over our way- 
ward affections and passions. As we feel the warm 
blood trickling down upon our hearts from his 
wounded side, his lacerated hands and feet, and hear 
his prayer of forgiveness, we shall be completely con* 
quered by the divine and heavenly influence. The 
spirit will bow in grateful penitence to the power of 
Almighty Love ; and every evil aflfection will die out 
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from the heart. And thus, receiving the atonement, 
and saved with an everlasting salvation, we shall 
gladly join the throng who take up the song of the 
liedeemed : " Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father ; to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. * 
Rev. i. 5. 

SECTION III. 

THE DEATH OF CFIKIST NOT VICARIOUS — HE DID NOT SUFFER A3 

OUR SUBSTITUTE ARGUMENT FROM THE EPISTLE 

TO THE HEBEEWS. 

It may be said that the foregoing presentation of 
the doctrine of Atonement, differs in a very marked 
manner from the popular views on this subject ; r.nd 
that there are some passages of scripture which seem 
not only not to accord with this theory, but to de- 
clare the death of Christ to be sacrificial in the ordi- 
nary sense of the word, especially portions of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. This presumed difficulty is 
now entitled to a respectful consideration. 

So far as the Epistle to the Hebrews is concerned, 
the sum of the matter is, that the apostle makes a 
general comparison, showing a general resemblance 
between the things of the law and of the gospel ; 
with a view, at the same time, to show the differeices 
in important particulars between the two, and where- 
in, in respect to these differences, Christ and the gos- 
pel are superior to Aaron and the Law. And it is 
only in the light of this fact, keeping the design of 
the writer in the foreground, that any one can hope 
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to undersi^and the language and teachings of this 
epistle. 

And at the very outset, the idea of substitution ia 
disavowed, in the positive declaration that, under the 
Law Dispensation (" the word spoken by angels,") 
"every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward," ii. 2 ; i. e. says Hammond, 
" the breaches of the law were actually punished." 
Now, if this be true, then plainly the sacrilices of the 
law were not vicarious. If every transgression and 
disobedience received a just punishment, then the sin 
and trespass offerings of the Law did not save from 
this punishment. They were not something accepted 
as a substitute for this, and thereby wholly releasing 
the sinner from the consequences of , his sin. Nothing, 
it would seem, can be plainer than this, or more con- 
clusive against the vicarious theory. 

And the same is apparent now. Notwithstanding 
the asserted vicarious death of Christ, men suffer for 
their sins as much as if no satisfaction had been ren- 
dered to the divine law. Every trangression and dis- 
obedience receives its just recompense and reward 
under the new, as well as under the old, dispensa- 
tion ; and the sacrifice of Christ docs not see n to in- 
terfere with the natural operation of the moral and 
physical law, any more than the Levitical sacrifices. 

There is no transfer of the guilty conscience, the 
remorse and terror of the murderer, to the innocent 
sufferer on the cross. The crime and its punishment 
still clin^x tojocether in the darkened and condemned 
soul of the criminal. And it cannot be otherwise as 
man is constitute 1 at present. Vicarious suffering 
for sin, the transfer of the proper and only legitimate 
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punishment of sin, from the guilty to the innocent, is 
a simple impossibility, without an entire change of 
man's moral and spiritual nature, which would be 
substantially the creation of a new race of beings. 

And the physical suffering, broken constitution, 
wasted property, degradation, shame, and wretched- 
ness of soul atid body, which reveal the drunkard, 
reveal also that the punishment is inherent in, and 
inseparable from, the sin, and that no sacrifice can 
save from it. Nay, they show that, without a per- 
petual miracle, without the constant interposition of 
God in every example of transgression, the punish- 
ment of sin could not in any sense be transferred to 
Christ. ' 

I turn now to the consideration of some of the par- 
ticulars respecting the sacrifice of Christ, as they are 
set forth in this epistle and in other scriptures. 

§ I. Christ a Sacrifice for Sin. — The constant de- 
claration is, that Christ offered himself a sacrifice for 
sin, and not as a substitute to release man from pun- 
ishment. " His blood cleanseth from all sin ; " he 
*' puts away sin by the sacrifice of himself; " " he 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever ; " he " bears 
the sins of many ; " our " hearts are sprinkled from 
an evil conscience ; " we are " purged from dead 
works to serve the living God," &c. 

* Di. Clarke justly says, ** Every sinner has a daily pay, and this 
pay is dvaih ; he has misery because he sins. Sin constitutes htll; the 
sinner has a hell in his own bosom ; all is confusion and disorder 
where God does not reign; every indulgence of sinful passions in- 
crc'ises the disorder, and consequently the misery of the sinner.*' 
JVb/e on Rom. vi. 23. This being the case, it is not easy to see how 
Christ suliers in his stead, unless the sinner receives double wages, 
or is ])riid twice, — once in his own p<^rson and once in the person of 
Chr'-yt. 
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This I* the language of the epistle perpetually re- 
peated, but not a word of his bearing the punishment 
of sin, or suffering as a substitute in this respect. 
And thus the epistle harmonizes with the rest of the 
New Testament, which uniformly testifies that he 
saves us from sin and iniquity. " He gave himself 
for our sins," that he might " redeem us from all ini" 
quity ; " " he shall be called Jesus, for he shall save 
his people from their sins^^'* &c. 

And it is at this point that Paul establishes one 
evidence of the superiority of Christ's sacrifice over 
those of the Law. The last could not save from the 
power of sin, nor establish the heart in holiness. 
They were only acknowledgments of the righteous- 
ness of God's rule, and of the offence and regret of 
the transgressor ; but they supplied no spiritual life 
or energy. " The bringing in of a better hope " did ; 
the love of God displayed in the death of Christ, 
quickened and renewed, and sanctified the sinful and 
disobedient. " For in this was the love of God man- 
ifested, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us." It is this that makes the sacrifice of Christ 
so efficacious in subduing the sinful heart ; and it 
gives point to the exclamation, ^' Behold the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world." The 
hardest heart often yields to love and goodness, when 
the most vigorous, and even righteous, law fails (o 
make any impression on it. 

§IL Christ our Passover, — The last quotation, 
which speaks of the Saviour as the " Lamb of God," 
leads naturally to the Jewish Passover, which is re- 
garded as a special type of Christ. 

Paul says to the Corinthians (1 Cor. v. 7,) " For 
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even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.** 
But any one can see that it is only in an accommo- 
dated sense that this is said ; and even if it were to 
be understood as a full and true type, it would prove 
nothinnr for the vicarious theory. 

The Passover began in Egypt, before the giving of 
tl)e law, and was perpetuated as one of the festivals 
under the law. The record is in Exodus xii. 1-28. 
Here the Israelites are required to kill a lamb, and eat 
it with unleavened bread, and to "take of the blood 
and strike it on the two side-posts, and on the upper 
door-post," of their houses. " For the Lord will 
pass through and smite the (first bom of the) Egyp- 
tians, and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, 
and on tlie two side-posts, the Lord will pass over the 
door, md will not suffer the destroyer to come in imto 
your houses to smite you." Verse 23. 

Now there is nothing like a sacrifice of substitu- 
tion here, nor even an offering for sin. The Jews had 
not sinned, were in no danger of punishment, and the 
lamb was not intended to avert the wrath of God 
against them. The judgment was against the Egyp- 
tians entirely, and the blood on the door-posts was a 
token of deliverance for them and theirs, from the 
destroying angel. And in this sense Christ is our 
Passover, if his blood is so appropriated, through 
faith and obedience, as to distinguish us, as true Is- 
raelites, from the hardened and wicked Egyptians. 
If '' the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin," 
then we are known as his, and the angel of judgment 
passes us over. We are saved from those evils which 
we should have suffered had we continued in sin, as 
did the Egyptians. Hence Christ is called the 
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" Lamb (i. e., of the Passover,) that taketh away the 
sin of the world." 

§ III. Christ our Ransom. — ^The Scriptures speak 
of Christ as a ransom. He says himself, " The Son 
of Man came to give his life a ransom for many." 
Matt. XX. 28. Paul affirms that " he gave himself a 
ransom for all to be testified in due time." 1 Tim. 
ii. 6. 

The thought embodied in this form of expression is 
plainly, deliverance from the bondage of sin. The 
prophet Isaiah represents the arm of the Lord as 
that which ** made the depths of the sea a way for 
the ransomed to pass over." li. 10. The ransomed 
here were the Israelites, ransomed or delivered from 
the servitude of Egypt. Of course, the Lord did 
not pay a price to the Egyptians to let his people go, 
though they are said to be ransomed. See also Jer, 
xxxi. 11. So in Hosea xiii. 14, God says, "I will 
ransom them from the power of the grave ; I will re- 
deem them from death." Now, are we to suppose 
that God really, literally, or in any sense, paid a price 
to the grave in order to release those referred to from 
its power ! Did he redeem them in the sense of buy- 
ing them out of the hands of death ? Did he render 
to death, or the grave, an equivalent for the life of 
those who were ransomed ? No ; but the manner in 
which they were ransomed, is shown in the next 
words : " O death, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, 
I will be thy destruction I " 

So Jesus is represented as giving himself to ran- 
som or redeem mankind from the servitude and slav- 
ery of sin. He strengthens the heart in its resistance, 
be inspires it with heavenly courage, he breaks the 
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power of evil, and the bonds of iniquity, and leads U3 
forth into spiritual liberty. In a word, he destroys 
sin, makes an end of it, and so liberates us from its 
bondajje, and establishes the law of ricrhteousness in 
all liearts forevermore. 

§ IV. Christ redeems us from the curse of the Law. 
Though the passage here referred to is in Gala- 
tians, it properly comes in here for notice. " Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree." Gal. iii. 13. It 
is easy to see that this w^as a kind of proverb, or 
popular saying among the Jews ; because there is no 
possible reason, in the nature of things, why one who 
was hanged on a tree, should be specially cursed of 
God, more than one put to death in any other way. 
The apostle's reference is to Deut. xxi. 23, where the 
body of one executed in this way, is ordered to be 
taken down and buried before night, that the land be 
not defiled by its presence. 

Because Jesus was crucified, or hanged on a tree, 
the apostle ap{)lies this popular saying to him, as ex- 
pressive of what he suffered, in order to redeem the' 
world. The law of which Paul speaks, is the law of 
tlie Mosaic rites and ceremonies, the burden, the 
yoke oi curse which Peter witnessed to in the 
Council at Jerusalem : " Now, therefore, why tempt 
ye God, to put a yoke upon the disciples (Gentiles,) 
w liicli neither cur fathers nor we were able to bear." 
Acts XV. Christ delivers us from this, and abolishes 
it altogether, by his death, and in this sense may be 
said to be " made a curse for us." 

Of course, the curse of the law was not endless 
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punishment, for that Christ did not suffer ; and it is 
nowhere revealed in the law of Moses as the penalty 
of transgression ; nor is it alluded to in any way. 
This is agreed to on all hands by the most learned of 
Biblical scholars, such as Paley, Whately, Jahn, 
Mayer, Wines, Warburton, &c., the last of whom 
pays, " In the writings of Moses, we find nothing hut 
temporal rewards and punishments.^^ * If the thing 
was not known to Moses, it could not be the curse of 
his law on him who was hanged upon a tree. As re- 
marked, it was a current proverb among the Jewish 
people, and the apostle simply applies it to Christ, by 
whose death on the cross, or tree, the law and its 
burthensome ritual were abolished, and the reign of 
grace and love set up in the hearts of men. 

§ v. Christ hearing our griefs^ and wounded for 
oar transgressions, — ^^fhe language of Isaiah liii. 4-6, 
10, compared with 1 Peter ii. 21-24. '' Surely he 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace wa« 
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed. The 
Lord hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all." 

This is as strong: lano-uajce as can be cited from the 
Scriptures, and yet a moment's examination will show 
the impossibility of a literal interpretation. How 
could Christ bear the grief, or carry the sorrow of sin, 
who knew no sin? It is not possible he could feel 
the remorse of the criminal, the murderer; or the ag • 

' See this subject illustrated in the " Origin and History of the Doc- 
trine of Endless Punishment," by the author. The argument shows 
the false use made of this passage from Galatians by b^ievers in the 
vidurious sufferings of Christ. 
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ony of shame and degradation, and the physical tor- 
ment, of the drunkard. 

But in a figurative eense he may be said to bear 
our griefs and sorrows, as John Howard bore the 
griefs and sorrows of the prisoners and the wretched 
whom he visited and comforted, and, by incessant toil 
and effort, relieved from the cruelties laid upon them. 

So Christ bears our sorrows and " our sins in his 
own person on the tree," by living, and laboring, and 
dvinn;, to deliver us from them. And thus we are 
healed by his stripes, our peace is secured by his suf- 
fering, wc are redeemed from sin by the power of 
truth and grace revealed in his death. Hence he 
says, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me." John xii. 32.* 

Matt. viii. 16, 17, is a perfect commentary on Isaiah 
and Peter. " And he cast out the spirits with his 
word, and he healed all that were sick ; that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, '* Himself took our infirmities and bare our 
sicknesses." 

Now, in what sense did, or could, Jesus take the 
infirmities of those who were diseased, or bear their 
sicknesses ? What did he do in their case ? We are 
told in the preceding words : " He healed all that 

* These words of Jesus are beautifully paraphrased by Elizabetu 
Baeret Browning, in the " Drama of Exile,'* in which she discovers 
her own faith in the great redemption: 

** Look on me! 
As I shall be uplifted on a cross 
In darkness of eclipse, and anguish dread! 
So shall I lift vp in my pierced hands — 
Not into dark, but light; not unto death, 
But life- beyond the reach of guilt arid grief , 

TUE WHOLE OBEATION." 

\ 
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were sick." This is the equivalent of the phrase, 
" he bare our sicknesses ;" which, in a physical sense, 
is the equivalent of the phrase, '' he bare our sins,'* 
in a moral sense. Christ bore the infirmities and 
sicknesses of the people by healing them ; and he 
bears our sins in the same way, by restoring us to 
spiritual health.' 

Both prophet and apostle undoubtedly had the 
scapegoat of the great day of atonement in mind, and 
borrowed the. phraseology of that custom, as record- 
ed in Levit. xvi. 20-22. " And Aaron shall lay botli 
his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions in all their sins, jjutting 
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness ; 
and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities 
unto a land not inhabited — and he shall let the goat 
go in the wilderness." 

Of course, all this is tropical, and not literal. Lit- 
erally it is impossible. The thing is done only in a 
figure ; for in no other possible sense could the legal 
or moral sins of the people be laid upon the head ot 
the goat, or he be made to bear them, or carry them 
away into the wilderness. And even in this figure, 
it is to be observed-that it is not the punishment, but 
the iniquity and sin of the people, which the goat is 
represented as bearing. There is nothing vicarious 
in the transaction. 

The sum oi the matter is, that the scapegoat was a 

' While writing this, a friend, speaking of a distinguished physician, 
remarked, *' lie carried my mother through a severe sickness.'* lie 
carried hei in the sense of curing her. 
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symbolic expression, on the part of the peopk^, of 
their purpose to put away all the sins and iniquities 
of the past ; and, on the part of God, of his accept- ' 
ancc of this evidence of their repentance, and his wil- 
lingness to blot out the j)ast, and to begin a new ac- 
count with them, and to receive them as though they 
liad not sinned at all. 

But the renewal of this sacrifice and ceremony 
every year, shows, as the apostle says, how ineffectu- 
al it was in putting away sin, or the disposition to it. 
There was no moral power in the form, — nothing that 
could affect or win the heart. The live goat led into 
the wilderness could no more take away sin, than the 
blood of the slain goat. They w^ere simply an ac- 
knowledgment of the righteousness of the law, and of 
the obligation to obey it. 

And here, again, the argument of the Epistle takes 
effect, and, by contrast, shows the superiority of 
Christ's sacrifice. He removes, puts a^ay sin by the 
sacrifice of himself, and does it effectually, — not by 
exhibiting the sternness of the lawgiver, or the un- 
yielding rigor of the law, but by displaying the infi- 
nite and everlasting love of the Father. And this is 
not for one people only, but for the whole world. 
He is " the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world." Not in part, but ^entirely ; for "the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin." Not for a 
year only, but for all time ; for " after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins, he for ever sat down on the 
rischt hand of God ; " and " we are sanctified once 
for all, through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ." 

So greatly superior is the sacrifice and atonement 
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of our great High Priest and Saviour; and so mark- 
ed are the special differences, noiwilhstanding the 
general resemblance, between the priesthood of Aaron 
and that of Jesus. 

And to the glorious result set forth in this Epistle, 
all Scripture points. The prophet declares it in the 
very passage which represeiits him as bearing our 
iniquities ; for, says the man of God, " he shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied, the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand." 

And what is this pleasure of the Lord which fhall 
prosper in his hand? Answer: "It pleased the 
Fathei: that in him should all fulness dwell ; and hav- 
ing made peace by the blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself." Col. i. 

Thus the pleasure and the purpose of the Lord, 
the sacrifice and atonement, the travail, desire and 
satisfaction of Christ, and the deliverance of all souls 
from sin, unite on one point ; and shed the splendors 
of the celestial world on the love of God to man, as 
displayed in the perfected plan of universal holiness 
and happiness. 



Having thus, by aid of the Scriptures, obtained a 
correct understanding: of the character ancl office of 
Christ, the meaning and purpose of his death and 
atonement, and his relation to Man as a Saviour ; the 
next step in our inquiry is to ascertain the nature and 
moral status of man, the being who is to be saved, 
and to iJscover the causes of his sinful condition, and 
the rearons for his need of a Saviour. 
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This becomes necessary in order to understand the 
exact moral relation existing: between God as Crea- 
t>r and Man as the creature ; as well as for the pur- 
pose of exhibiting the true relation of Christ as the 
Kedcemer, to Man as the redeemed. AVe wish to 
know the organic condition of man, his spiritual struc- 
ture, at the time he comes from the forming hand of 
his Maker ; and to ascertain through what agency he 
has fallen from innocence into a ccnlition requiring 
the help of a Saviour ; and what this condition is into 
which he has fallen, its cffe.t upon his nature or 
character. All this we must know that we may be 
able to form a clear idea of what it is the Saviour 
does for man, what the nature of the salvation he 
works out for him, and the precise character of the 
evil or evils from which he saves him. 

And thus we shall discover how th(5 creative work 
of God, in its moral aspects, connects, through Christ 
the Saviour, with the moral nature of man, and his 
present sinful condition ; and how these, in turn, 
connect with the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, 
and the great Redemption of the G ospel. 



CHAPTER III. 

^AV— ms RECTITUDE OF HIS NATURE — ORIGINAL SIN — NATURAI 

DEPRAVITY. 

SECTION I, 

9B1 TEACHING OF THE BIBLE AND THE EARLT CHURCH RESPECT- 
ING man's MORAL ABILITY. 

It cannot but be evident to every careful reader, 
that the Old and New Testaments are based, from 
first to last, on the ability of man to obey the law of 
God, on the presumption that be has the power to be 
good in word, thought, and deed. All the exhorta- 
tions and warnings, all the counsels, commands, and 
encouragements, all the rewards and punishments of 
the old dispensation and of the new, of the Law and 
the Gospel, proceed upon the ground that mankind 
are equally capable of good and evil, of holiness and 
wickedness. There is no meaning: in these things, 
but upon this supposition. If it be not so, the whole 
l>iblo 13 an enigma, without moral force or authority; 
i*i»r where there is no power to obey, there is no 
authority in the law. If the moral precepts of Chris- 
rlvinity were addressed to the beasts of the field, or 
tiie iowls of the air, they would have no moral 
weight, nor would these creatures be under any obli- 
gations to obey. Where there is no moral sense. 
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there can be no moral obligation. If, therefore, the 
commandments and precepts, if the promises and 
threatenlngs, of the Bible have any authority, force or 
meaning to them, and we are under the slightest i)b- 
ligation to obey, we are so far capable of obeying. 
Our moral responsibility goes precisely to the extent 
of our moral ability. 

But suppose, as is so largely believed and tauglit 
in Christian churches, that we are bom into the 
world depraved, with a corrupt and perverted nature 
inherited from Adam ; that we are created by God 
" utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to 
all good, and wholly inclined to all evil.*' Suppose 
this were so, why does God require us to be good, 
and do good ? Does he expect a corrupt tree to bring 
forth good fruit ? Does he insist on gathering grapes 
of thorns, and figs of thistles ? 

And why has he given us the Bible ? Why has 
he given us a moral law ? What reason or justice is 
there in such commands as these — " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all the heart, and soul, and 
strength, and thy neighooras thyself; If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him, if he thirst, give him drink ; Re- 
compense no man evil for evil, but overcome evil 
with good ; Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
be put away from you, with all maUce ; Abstain from 
all fleshly lusts, which war against the soul ; Cleanse 
yourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
for as he that hath called you is holy, so bo ye holy, 
perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect , 
Abstain from all appearance of evil." 

Is it possible for any intelligent Christian, in the 
face of these and a thousand other like exhortations 
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and commands, to believe that mankind are by nature 
totally depraved, and wholly incapable of good in 
deed, or thought, or feeling ? Is it likely that the 
God who commands these virtues, has made it impos- 
sible for us, of ourselves, ever to attain to them ? 
That he has suffered us to come into the world inher- 
iting from Adam a nature " prone to all evil, full of 
all wickedness," and then bidden us, under the threat 
of endless torment, to be holy as he is hoi)', perfect 
as he is perfect ? Is it possible for any sincere and 
pious believer in the Christian Scriptures, so shock- 
ingly to defame the justice and goodness of our 
Father in Heaven ? Is it not much more reasonable 
to suppose, since he has exhorted and commanded us 
to be good, that we can be good of ourselves ; and 
that if we are evil, it is because we choose it, and not 
because we have " wholly lost all ability of will to any 
spiritual good ? " 

Take this example : " What doth the Lord require 
of thee, O man, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." On reading this, is it 
not the first thouofht and conviction with every man, 
that he can do it ? that, if he will make the effort, he 
has the moral ability to obey this requirement ? And 
does not every one who reads this, instinctively feel 
that the very fact that God has given us this com- 
mandment, is proof conclusive that we have the pow- 
er to conform to it? Truly, as we have said, the 
whole Bible is a complete riddle, an insolvable prob- 
lem, if the doctrines of original sin, and hereditary 
total depravity, be true. 

The plain doctrine of the Scriptures, diiect and in- 
ferential, is that of the entire rectitude of human 
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uature. Every mortal brought into existence, is 
placed on the same moral level with Adam and Eve, 
equally innocent and pure, hiudered in no thing more 
than they were, having the same moral qualities and 
unimpaired faculties, the same ability to reject evil 
and choose good, that they had. Whatever differences 
exist between individuals, are always relative to the 
demands made on them. If God has given only one 
talent, he does not ask five in return. He expects 
only in the ratio of his original gifts. He holds us 
to a just improvement of our talents, and to strict 
obedience to our moral sense ; and if we fail in this, 
he inflicts the deserved punishment — ^but he does not 
hold us responsible for the failure of Adam, or pun- 
ish us for a sin committed thousands of vears before 
we were born. 

The man of to-day is created as pure as the first 
man, but also, as he was, liable to sin. He com- 
mences his career as Adam did, without knowledge 
or experience, without positive character of any sort ; 
for character is the product of action. He has wants 
and desires, and is subject to strong necessities and 
temptations ; and, being ignorant, he is easily deceiv- 
ed, and under the blind impulse of passion, goes 
wrong, misjudges his interests, mistakes the means of 
happiness, and transgresses the law of God. But bo 
18 free to choose good or evil ; and he is capable of 
goodness, virtue, and obedience, by nature, of his 
own free will. And this was the uniform teaching of 
the primitive church. The dogma of human inabili- 
ty was unknown to the Christians of the first four 
centuries. Let us hear some of the witnesses on this 
point : 
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1. Ignatius^ a contemporary of the Apostles, savs : 
— " I do not speak of two natures of men, but tlint 
the one man is sometimes of God, sometimes of the 
Devih If one be pious, he is a man of Go: I ; but if 
r\ny man be impious, he is a man of the Devil, being 
made so, not hy nature^ but by his own wilV^ 

2. Justin Martyr^ A. D. 140 : — " For this is tlie 
nature of every one that is born, to he capable ofvir^ 
tue and vice; for nothing would be deserving of 
praise if it had not the power of turning itself either 
wayS^ 

3. Tatian^ A. D. 172, says : — " Free will destroy- 
ed us. Being free we became slaves ; we were sold 
because of sin. No evil proceeds from God. We 
have produced wickedness ; but those who have pro- 
duced it have it in their power again to renounce it^ 

4. Clement of Alexandria^ A. D. 194 : — " His will 
is that we should be saved by ourselves. This, then, 
is the nature of the soul, to move by itself Then 
we, who are rational, philosopliy itself being rational, 
have some relation to it. Fitness, indeed, is a ten- 
dency to virtue, but it is not virtue. All men, then, 
as I said, are qualified by nature for the acquisition of 
virtue." 

5. Tertullian^ A. D. 200 : — " Therefore, though v.e 
have learned from the commands of God both what 
he wills and what he forbids, yet we have a will and 
powrr 10 choose either^ as it is written, ' Toehold, I 
have set before you good and evil ; ' for you have 
tasted of the tree of knowledge. Therefore, that 
which is subject to our own will, we ought not to re- 
fer to the will of God : he who wills no evil, wills 
that wc have a will." 



151 THEOLOGY OF UXIVERSALISM. 

6. Origen^ A. D. 230, was a strong defender of 
the freedom of the will. " This also is settled in the 
doctrine of the Church," says he, that " every rational 
aoul has free vnlV 

7. Eusehius^ A. D. 315 : — " The fault is in him 
who chooses, not in God. For God has not made 
nature or the suhstana of the soul bad ; for he who 
is good can make nothing but what is good. Every 
thing is good which is according to nature. Every 
rational soul has naturally a good free will, formed 
for the choice of that which is good." 

8. Athanasius, A. D. 326 : — " For the knowledge 
and accurate comprehension of the way of truth, we 
have need of nothing but ourselves. Not as God is 
above all things, so is the way which leads to these 
things remote or extraneous to ourselves, but it is in 
ourselves.'^ ^ 

SECTION II. 
SPECIAL PROOFS OF THE RECTITUDE OF HUMAN NATURE. 

A few direct testimonies under this head. v/iJl illus- 
trate the correctness of the preceding argument, and 
show that the Bible, the primitive Church, and 
Human Nature, are at one on this point. 

§ I. The argument of Ezekiel xoiii*^ is a complete 
refutation of the dogma of ori<xinal sin and inherited 
depravity, as well as that of total depravity. *• If a 

> BuENAP's ** Rectitude of Human Nature," pp. 309-314; Neandcr's 
riistory, vols. i. & ii. Tertullian and others believed in depravity in- 
herited frooi Adam, what they called a '* second nature, which has its 
own God and Father, even the author of the corruption himself ; but 
goodness still resides in the soul, that original, god-like and genuine 
thing, which is its own proper nature,*^ De Anima, cap. 41. Nean- 
Jor, \ol. ii. pp. ;353-5j1. This is a very difiereut thing from being- ut- 
terly incai-'ble of goodness* 
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mia b^ just, and do that which is lawful and right, 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord God." But how 
can he bo just, or do what is lawful and right, if by 
nuttire he h " wholly inclined to all evil,'' and has 
*^ a corFupted nature conve}Mcd from Dur first parents, 
whereby he is utterly- indisposed, disabled, and made 
opposite to all good ? " 

Again, speaking of the wicked and violent man, we 
are told that *' if he beget a son that seeth his father's 
i^ins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth 
not such like ; he shall not die for the iniquity of his 

Iklher — he shall surely live The son diall pot 

bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be u )on him^ and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked shall be upon him.'^ 

How utterly this repudiates the imputation of 
Adam's sin, and the transmission of his corrupt 
nature, to all his posterity, both the guilt and the pun- 
i:sliment of it. How sharp the contrast between this 
teaching of the Spirit of God, and what follows from 
the Institutes of Calvin : — '• We all, therefore, who 
spring from a corrupt seed^ are bom infected with the 
contagion of sin ; nay, before we behold the light of 
life, we are, in the sight of God, polluted and defil- 
ed ; " and " i/i the person of one man are given over to 
eternal death.' ^ 

With this comparison of Bible and creed, we can 
well understand the apostle's meaning, when he 
says " the wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, full 
of mercy, and without partiality," while that from 
beneath is " earthly, sensual, and devilish." 

§ H. The argument of Paul in Romans ii.^ is to 
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tlic same point : " For when the Gentiles, which liavo 
not the l:iw, do hy nature the things contained in the 
law, tliesc, 1 raving not the law, are a law unto 
themselves ; which show the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing:, or else ex- 
r using, one another." 

Now, liow could these Gentiles do hy nature, tho 
things in the law, if by nature they were totally de- 
praved, and wholly inclined to all evil ? How could 
thcv " show the work of the law written in their 
hearts," if they were " altogether defiled, blind in 
spirit, and corrupt in heart ? " Manifestly cither 
Paul is wrong, or the creed is wrong ; and the intel- 
ligent Christian will readily decide between them, and 
jjccept the scriptural doctrine of the original recti- 
tude of human nature, whether in Jew or Gentile. 

§111. Christ and little Children. — "And Jc^us 
called a little child, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said. Verily I say unto you, except ye be con^ 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of God." " Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." •' Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones, for I say unto 
you, that in heaven their angels do always behold 
the face of my Father which is in heaven." 

Now, can we imagine an argument more conclu- 
sive ajrainst the doctrine that we arc born into the 
world corrupt and defiled because of Adam's sin, 
than this lano-ua^xe of the Saviour? If children come 
into life deprave J, and utterly vile, " lull of all wick- 
edness, and hatred of God," would Jceus make them 
the symbols of the innocence and [mrlty of lsc::vc:i ? 
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Let US put by the side of these sayings of Jesus, 
another utterance of John Calvin : '* And so infants 
themselves as they bring their damnation with them 
from thiir mother's womb, are bound, not by the sin 
of another, Imt their own. For although they have 
not yet produced the fruits of iniquity, they have the 
seed ot* it enclosed within them ; nay, their whole 
nahire is, as it were, a seed of sin, so that it can- 
not l)ut be odious and abominable in the sight of 
Go(l!-'i 

And yet Jesus says, ** Of such is the kingdom of 
God," and tells us that their angels do always behold 
the face of the Father. Yea, he even says that ex- 
cept we become like these little children in spirit and 
chuacter, we cannot enter his kingdom, we cannot 
become his disciples. Does this look as if their 
whole nature was a seed of sin? Does it look as if 
Jesus believed in natural depravity? 

But again, he says we must be converted in or- 
der to become like little children. Do we, by con- 
version, become wholly corrupt; or do we become 
pure, and good, and lovable ? Does not the language 
demonstrate the natural purity and innocence of the 
child nature? Beside, if children are by nature de- 



' Calvin's Institutes, London edition, vol. i. B. ii. p 198. The French 
Coitfci^sion says, that "these little ones, while yet they lie hid and nn- 
borji, are deserving of eternal death before God." Bccchcr's Conjiict 
of Ages, 

Calvin and his early followers weixj right in this; and their tcachiiig 
ought to be respected by all sincere believers in total or natnnil de- 
pravity. If we are bom depraved, and there is no change after deatli, 
then children dying in infancy must be lost; and sfo "infant dmnia- 
tion " becomes the logical sequence of natural depravity. Cah in, wi h 
a sublimely savage indifference to consequences, pushed his Kjuk lo 
this conclusion — but that was two hundred years ago. 
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pravccl, and we, and all the world are so, as the doc- 
trine asserts, how can we become like them in char- 
acter? We are like them now, depraved, and no 
chan«:e can make us more so. 

How plain is it, then, that the beautiful sayings of 
Jesus to his disciples, and to the mothers of Judca, 
forever exclude from the Christian creed, the mon- 
strous doctrines of inherited corruption, original sin, 
total depravity, and the whole horrid brood to which 
ihcy have given birth. 

jNOw we maintain that these testimonies, which are 
only drops from ihe sea of texts with which we might 
flood the subject, set the doctrine of the natural cor- 
ruption of human nature in direct conflict with the 
])1 tin and positive teachings of the Bible. We insist 
that the whole drift of Scripture, the entire sweep of 
its doctrines and precepts, go to this point ; that man 
is naturally good, thnt he is morally capable of doing 
go;)d, obeying the law, loving his fellows, pleasing 
God, and keeping his heart turned toward heaven. 

Of course, he is not held up by a constant miracle. 
He is capable of doing wrong as well as right. He 
is, therefore, liable to sin. He may, and does, per- 
vert and abuse his powers ; and, instead of growing 
up morally straight, and tall, and fair, and well-pro- 
portioned, he is often warped, and distorted, and 
gnarled, like a tree diseased or obstructed in its 
growth. Conversion, or regeneration, acts on the 
man in this condition much as pruning or dressing 
acts(m Uu* tree ; lopping ofl' the twisted limbs and the 
withered branches, removing all excrescences, cut- 
ting out all the diseased parts, clearing away every 
obstruction ; and thus leaving it to n'turn to the 
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primeval symmetry, the fair proportioiiH, the abuu- 
daiit fiuitaire — the elements aud germs of which were 
hidden in the original structure. 

§ I V. 21te argument from conscience and univerml 
coiLticioiisness. — The statement of the apostle regard- 
ing the accusing conscience of the Gentiles, the ex- 
l)ressions '* an evil conscience," **a conscience dcfii- 
cd," '* conscience seared with a hot iron," '• convict- 
ed by their ow^n conscience," all go to show that the 
iinrcgenerate have a conscience. Now, it is univer- 
sally admitted that the conscience is that faculty 
^vhich judges of actions, approving wh:it it thinks 
:z()(k1, and condemning those Avhich it believes to be 
evil. But if human nature is totally de^jraved, there 
1:5 no such thing as conscience, no such faculty of the 
^(iul as that which distinguishes between good and 
evil. There is no good to one who is wholly evil, 
lie does not know, r>f himself, what the word means, 
iu;r the thing the word represents ; any more than a 
man totally blind, knows of himself what light is. 

So he does not know what evil i^, as evil. lie has 
no moral perception, or sense, by which to determine 
the quality of action ; and it is absurd to talk of de- 
filing his conscience, or searing it, or of his being con- 
victed by it. 

If we were totally depraved, we should have no 
convictions of conscience, no regrets for wrong, no 
remorse for the greatest crimes. 8in w^ould be our 
native element, in which alone we should find rest 
and peace ; while goodness and virtue would be as 
otTensive to the soul, as foul air is to the luuirs. The 
very fact, therefore, that wrong doing troubles the 
conscience, that sin and wickedness make us un- 
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h«[)py, bring us pain and anguish, is decisive proof 
of llic natural rectitude of human nature, and a fit- 
ting commentary on the Bible declaration, that 
"God hath made man upright; but they have 
sought out many inventions." Ecc. vii. 29. 

Then again, the universal consciousness of man- 
kind, bears witness against the assertion that man is 
totally corrupt. Every man feels and knows that, 
])y nature, he is capable of virtuous, generous, and 
just action ; and, on the other hand, instinctively 
trusts ill the natural goodness of those around him. 
And not without reason, for the mass of men cue 
good — not saints to be sure, nor are they devils — 
but good, kind, friendly, honest, just, and charita- 
ble. On the other hand, the criminals arc few ; the 
proportion they bear to the entire population, is 
small at the largest. 

And great crimes, examples of fiendish cruelty and 
ferocity, are exceedingly rare ; and hence the aston- 
ishment and horror they create. If they were as 
common as they should be on the hypothesis of total 
dei)ravity , we should become familiar with them, and 
they would excite no wonder ; and all men, being of 
the same spirit, would rejoice in them. And this is 
precisely the state of things demanded by the dogma 
in review — not that a few, but that the whole connnu- 
nity should be engaged, not occasionally, but perpet- 
ually, in all manner of evil, evil in its worst forms. 

But, instead of this, as remarked, the multitude 
are well disposed, inclined to goodness, kind of 
heart, ready to render relief, to help the needy, and 
to comfort the distressed. The crowd rush ins: to the 
aid of the sufferers by fire or explosion, the rough 
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sailor who flings himself into the sea to rescue one 
whom he never saw before, the little girl sobbing 
over her wounded kitten or canary, the brave boy 
who gives up his sled to a young beggar for a coast, 
w oman watching at the sick bed of a stranger, or 
hurrying through a storm of shot and shell to bring 
Avjitcr to the wounded among her enemies, to the 
destroyers of her home — every one of these is a 
witness to the natural, innate goodness, of the human 
heart. And the universal admiration which such ac- 
tions command, the conscious feeling of all men that 
they are beautiful and heavenly, are so many addi- 
tional proofs that, notwithstanding the sin of Adam, 
the divine nature still lingers in the soul of man. 

SECTION III. 

CRITICISM OP TEXT* CITED IN PROOP OP NATURAL DEPRAVITY. 

There are a few passages which may seem to re- 
quire a brief notice before dismissing the subject of 
this chapter. But if no satisfactory explanation 
could be given, it would be wiser to conclude that 
we do not understand them, and wait for farther 
light, tlian to interpret them in a way to conflii t 
with the general teaching and spirit of the Bible. 

(1.) '^ The wicked are estranged from the womb; 
iheij go astray as soon as they be born^ spralcing 
Ues.'^ Ps. Iviii. 3. It is easy to see that this is only 
a bold form of speech, a strong hyperbole, for do- 
scribing the great wickedness of the lying enomies 
to whom David is supposed to allude in this Psalm. 
Of course, it cannot be taken as literal fact, for 
babes cannot go astray as soon as they arc horn. 
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since at that time they have neither mental nor 
moral character; or, as God himself said of the 
children of Nineveh, *' cannot discern between Ihcir 
right hand and their left hand." Jonah iv. II. 
Beside, this is not said of all mankind, but only of 
those called specially '' the wicked." 

(2.) " Behold I was shapen in iniquity ; and ii 
sin did my mother conceive me.*^ Ps. li. 5. 1 his is 
of the same kind of superlative hyperbole with the 
preceding, expressive of David's conviction of ex- 
ceeding sinfulness. It is the only example of such 
language in the Bible, and it is not at all likely that 
such a doctrine as that of inherited corruption, in- 
volving such tremendous consequences, would be 
left to rest upon the doubtful phraseology of a single 
text. The Psalmist never talks about original sin ; 
but his lamentations are all in regard to his own 
actual personal sins. 

(3.) ^^ And God saw that the tvickedness of man 
icas great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally,'*' Gen. vi 5. But a few verses farther on, we 
are certified that this depravity was not total nor 
constitutional. '' And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor- 
riipted his way.'' Verse 12. This, of course, shows 
that they were not originally corrupt, that there was 
a time when *' every imagination of the heart" was 
not " evil continually." If this had been their con- 
dition when born, it could not be said that '* all 
flesh had corrupted their way.'' You cannot cor- 
rupt what is already corrupt by nature. 

(4.) ""^ And were by nature the children of wrath ^ 
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even as others.^* Eph. ii. 4. The argument drawn 
from this passage, is stated as follows: "If the 
Gentiles alluded to here were children of wrath, or 
deserving of punishment, bf/ nature^ then they must 
have been sinful 6y nature ; otherwise they could 
not have deserved the wrath of God." 

15ut the same jpostle, as we have seen, says : 
*' When the Gentiles, which have not the law, do 6y 
nature the things contained in the law," &c. Now, 
if they were by nature sinful, how could they l)y 
nature keep the law? Again, he says, God '* will 
render to every man according to his works, . . . 
glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile.^^ Of 
course, then. Gentiles and Jews, all men, are capable, 
bt/ nature^ of *' working good," else this passage is 
without meaning. Again, in Galatians ii. 15, he 
says, " We who are Jews by nature^ and not sinners 
of the Gentiles ; " but, of course, he does not mean 
to say that the nature of a Jew is, constitutionally 
or morally, different from that of a Gentile ; but 
differing only in birth, education, and conditi(m. 

These passages show that the phrase *' by nature" 
does not imply original sin, or the inheritance of a 
l)erverted and depraved nature in consequence of 
Adam's transgression. All that is intended is, that 
the Gentiles being without the light and guidance of 
revelation, were naturally^ i. e. from the nature of 
the case, by force of their circumstances and temp- 
tations, exposed to error and sin ; and to the con- 
sequences resulting from them, expressed by the 
word *' wrath " or punishment. 

(5.) -" The natural man receiveth not the thinjs of 
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the iipirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him : 
nn'her can he know them, because they are spiritu- 
ally discerned.'*^ 1 Cor. ii. 14. It has been taken 
for granted, that the "natural man" here means 
morally corrupt by nature or creation ; but it is 
without the slightest proof. Its literal signification 
i« llcshly , or animal, in distinction from spiritual. It 
is used in three other passages in this epistle : " It is 
sown a natural (or animal) body, it is raised a spir- 
itual body," " there is a natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body," *' that was not first which is spirit- 
ual, but thiit which is natural,*' xv. 44, 46. It is 
plain that *' natural " in these examples, refers to the 
flesh, the physical organization. In James iii. 15, 
and in Judo ver. 19, it is translated by the adjective 
'' sensual," which properly conveys the meaning. 

In these six texts, which are all the examples of 
its use in the New Testament, the meaning in five 
is perfectly plain, and determines its meaning in the 
passage in review : '' The sensual man, (or the man 
who is in bondage to the flesh,) receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit, neither can ho know them, for 
they are spiritually discerned ; " and the reason the 
ai)ostle gives as follows : '' For they that are after 
the flesh, do mind the things of the flesh ; but they 
that are after the spirit, the things of the spirit." 
Then follows this passage : 

(G.) ** The carnal mind is enmity against God ; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither can Lp. 
So then they that are in the flesh (or, as in the ]>ro- 
ceding verse, ** who walk after the flesh,"; cannot 
please God.** Eom. viii. 7, 8. The word carnal is 
assumed to mean inherited corruption, in a moral 
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scviso ; Lilt, as usual, without proof. Paul speaks of 
the duty of the Uenlilc converts to miuister to the 
*' \H>or saints at Jerusalem in carnal things." Rom. 
XV. Did he mean things morally corrupt, or simi)ly 
Avorklly things? So ho says to the Corinthians, in 
legard to their contributions for his support, " wq 
reap your carnal things." 1 Cor. ix. 11. And he 
sp aks of " carnal ordinances." Heb. ix. 10. And 
lie even calls the Corinthian Christians carnal, after 
they had been ** born again." ** And I, brethren, 
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ, . . . for 
ye are yet carnal ; for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not car- 
nal?" &c. 1 Cor. iii. 1-4. Notwithstanding their 
conversion, these Corinthians were still carnal, or 
followed the world, and did the work of the flesh ; 
showing thereby that their conversion was imper- 
fect, a change of mind without a change of heart, 
Tvhereof there are many examples in this day. 

It is plain that "carnal" has substantially the 
same meaning with '' natural ; " not that of inherent 
depravity, or constitutional perversity and corrup- 
tion, but of bondage to the fleshly appetites, a 
sensual and evil life. And this disposition and 
character are at enmity with God, not subject to his 
law of righteousness and purity. A man of this 
sort is averse to religion, and to the things of the 
spirit ; he does not discern them, nor understand 
their value, nor know their joys ; for these things 
aie known only to those who " walk after the 
spirit," and are "followers of God as dear chil- 
dren." He "must be born again" before he can 
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enter into the kingdom of heaven, and become a 
true and accepted disciple of the Saviour. His 
heart must be reached, as well as his head ; he must 
be renewed in spirit, and turn toward God with all 
his powers, consecrating himself to the new life of 
love and obedience, through Jesus Christ. 



And this leads us on to the subject of the next 
chapter. If we have attained to a just Scriptural 
view of the nature and original condition of Man, the 
causes and results of his moral defection, and the 
miserable state to which sin has reduced him ; we 
are in a position to understand and appreciate the 
doctrines of Regeneration and Salvation, as set forth 
in the Gospel. And it will not be difficult to dis- 
cern the method and means by which the dead, in 
trespasses and sins, are quickened mto life and 
obedience ; or, in other words, how, through the 
truth and grace of Jesus Christ, and the renovating 
influence of the Holy Spirit, the life of the soul is 
renewed, and the repentant sinner restored to God, 
and reinstated in his communion and fellowship. 

The argument of this chapter, however, will 
guard the inquirer against expecting to find the 
Scrii)tural doctrine of the New Birth, a supernatural 
change of the moral nature. If man is created up- 
right, and falls into sin by his own act, he needs 
only a change of heart, purpose, character, and 
life ; and not a change of nature, miraculously 
and instantly wrought by the Holy Spirit. 



CHAPTER IV. 

TDE SCRIPTURAL TEACHING OF REGENERATION, OR THE NEW 
BIRTH — CONVERSION WATER BAPTISM. 

True to the original purpose of this work, I shall 
avoid, as far as possible, all metaphysical, and 
merely ethical discussion of the important subject 
of this chapter ; and confine myself to the Scrip- 
tural definitions and presentation of it. But this 
treatment will necessarily include an exhibition, to 
some extent, of the great practical elements of the 
question, and their bearing upon the religious life 
of the individual. It will show the need of con- 
version, the means and the worth of Christian char- 
acter, and the blessedness of self-consecration to 
God, and the work of the Gospel, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

At the same time, we shall find that the Scrip- 
tural doctrine dilBFers widely, as hinted, and that on 
very essential points, from the doctrine commonly 
taught and received m the churches, even in its 
modernized forms. But the honest inquirer, the 
true Christian, will follow the teachings of the 
Bible in preference to those of the creeds ; he will 
feel that Inspiration is a safer guide than the sys- 
tems of even the profoundest theologians. 
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SECTION I. 

BORN AGAIN — BORN OF GOD — BORN OF THE SPIRIT. 

'* Verily, verily, J say unto tliee, except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . 
Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit^ he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I say unto 
thee, ye must be born again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
bnt canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth : so is every one that is born of the Spirit." 
John iii. 1-13. See also chap. i. 12, 13, 1 John 
iv. 7; V. 1-5; 1 Pet. i. 23. 

Now, the first inquiry respecting these passages is 
this: What is the meaning of the phrases *'born 
again," " born of the Spirit," &c. ? What did the 
Jews understand by this language? What was its 
u<age among them ? 

1 he expressions in review, were common among 
the Jew s, familiar as household vv^ords ; and they at- 
tached to them a definite meaning, one well under- 
stood both by those uttering, and those hearing them. 
This meaning was conversion from Paganism to 
Judaism ; and when in Jewish speech it was said of 
a man, that he was " born again," or that he was 
''a new creature," every body knew^ that he had 
renounced his heathen opinions and practices, and 
become a follower of Moses and the Law. N:> ex- 
planation was needed ; it was the every day talk of 
Jews concerning idolaters who had turned from 
their idols to the worship of the true God. 
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For example : '' If any one become a proselyte, 
lio is like a child new born," the very same phrase 
used by Peter : " As new-born babes, desire the sin- 
cere milk of the word." They say of Abraham, 
when he renounced idolatry, and became the friend 
of God, *' He was made a new creature." So they 
say also, ''He who repents must become like a 
new-born child." ^ Maimonides declares that ''a 
Gentile who is become a proselyte, and a slave who 
is set at liberty, are both, as it were, new-born 
babes ; which is the reason why those who were 
before their parents, are now no longer so." 

These passages, quoted from their own writings, 
show the popular usage of the language, and the 
thing meant by it — viz. : a complete renunciation 
of Paganism, and the hearty reception of the religion 
of Moses. 

Now, the thing which astonished Nicodemus was, 
that this language should be applied to him who was 
born a Jew, and could not, therefore, as he supposed, 
be proselyted or converted. It never occurred to 
him for a moment, that in becoming a disciple of 
Jesus, he was to cease to be a disciple of Moses ; that 
in embracing the Gospel, he was to renounce the 
Law. He supposed that the Messiah had come, not 
to establish a new religion, but to reform and perfect 
the old, to exalt and magnify the religion of their 
great prophet Moses. The kingdom of God, or the 
reign of the Messiah, was to be only the extension 
and completion of the authority, dominion, and glory 

' See Lightfoot, Scboettgen, Pearce, Hammond, and other learned 
critics, as quoted in Paige's Selections, and also in his Commentary on 
the place. Uonie^s Inirodtiction, Vol. Hit P^^^ 261. 
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of the liiw dispensation. If this teacher, then, be 
the true Messiah, he reasoned, what can he mean by 
telling me that /must be born again, must become 
a new creature, or I cannot be accepted as his fol- 
lower ? He surely cannot mean that I must renounce 
my faith in Moses, my trust in the Law. Does he 
fcipcak literally, then? If so, «'how can a man be 
born when he is old ? Can he enter the second time 
iito his mother's womb, and be born?" 

The mistake of Nicodemus is well illustrated by 
t>arnes : *' It may seem remarkable that Nicodemus 
understood our Saviour literally, when the expres- 
sion (0 be born again was in common use among 
the Jews to denote a change from Gentilism to 
Judaism^ by becoming a proselyte by baptism. 
The word, with them^ meant a change from the state 
of a heathen to that of a Jew. But they nevei used 
it as applicable to a Jew^ because they supi)osed 
that by his birth, he was entitled to all the privileges 
of the people of God." 

Seeing him thus doubtful and astonished at his 
words, the Saviour says, "Marvel not that I said 
unto thoe. Ye must be born again." Do not be sur- 
prised that I apply this language to you and your 
countrymen ; for I tell you plainly, that the conver- 
sion of Gentiles to the Law, docs not imply a greater 
change of faith and practice, of heart and life, than 
that the Jews must experience in their conversion to 
the Gospel. And if this language is appropriate to 
describe the conversion of the idolater to the religion 
of Moses, it is equally appropriate to describe your 
conversion to the new religion which I now teach to 
you. And you must not only be born of water, or. 
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ill olh: T \vorcl3, not only by baptism openly renounce 
Judriism and embrace the Gospel ; but you must 
also be born of the Spirit, become a new man in the 
whole conduct of your life, a true and faithful fol- 
lower of the Gospel of salvation. 

And that Christ used the expression **born 
again " in the ordinary Jewish sense, is plain from 
his surprise that Nicodemus, being a master in Israel, 
did not understand him. If he had employed it in 
his conversation in the new and unusual sense of a 
change of nature, or a sudden, mysterious, and super- 
ntitural regeneration of the heart ; he could not bo 
surprised that Nicodemus misunderstood him, for 
he had never heard it used in this way. Beside 
this, that the Saviour did not refer to the conditions 
of entrance upon the immortal life, is proved by his 
own declarfflion : " If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell 
you of heavenly things." This settles the point, 
that he was speaking, not of things belonging to 
the heavenly state, but of what peiiained to the 
earthly sphere of his kingdom. f 

This passage thus explained, and thoroughly un- 
derstood, we shall find the main thought of it per- 
vading all the other passages where the phraseology 
occurs. And, indeed, it is worth while to observe, 
that oat of twelve or thirteen examples of this 
phrase, *' born again," *' born oF God," or '* of the 
Spirit," ell ven of them are in John's writings. Peter 
employs tho expression only once, and then the 
original differs from that of John. 

In the first chapter of the Gospel, it is those who 
•* received him," and those ''who belii'Ved in his 
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name," that are said to be " born of God ; " showing 
that this last expression is a definition of the first, 
descriptive of faith, and confession toward Christ, of 
receiving and following him as the " Teacher come 
from God." So in the fifth chapter of his first 
epistle, the language is the same: "Whosoever 
bdieveth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God." 
Here it is belief in Jesus that determines the fact of 
the new birth ; and he adds that "whatsoever is born 
of Gi)d, overcometh the world," and immediately 
explains by saying " this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the son of God." This was the faith, and 
the victory over the fear of the Avorld, to which the 
Saviour urged Nicodemus. But this certainly re- 
quired no change in his moral constitution, nor does 
it in ours; but a change of opinion and action, a 
conque^it of self, of prejudice and pride, of the fear 
of men, and the love of the world. 

And this change of conduct, this new life of cour- 
age and manlincfcis, of love toward God and man, is 
the proof of having been born again, the visible tes- 
timony to the work of the Spirit of Truth in the heart 
of the man. Hence John says again in the preceding 
chapter, "Behold, let us love one another, for love is 
of God ; and every one that lovelh is born of God, 
and knoweth God." IIow simple and intelligible this 
statement. A child can understand and master the 
subject presented in this form ! Love is evidence of 
true faith. W^hoever is understandingly converted 
to the religion of Jesus, is filled with love, love to the 
Father, and to all mankind, and thus shows that he 
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io boni of God ; for, as John says : ** We know that 
wc have passed from dcaih to life, because we love 
tlie brethren." And so the words of Christ are 
confirmed : " This is life eietmaly that thoy might 
L'now thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou has sent." John xvii. 3. 

So James recognises the means by which the new 
birlh is accomplished, with perfect distinctness : 
" Of his own will begat he us wi(h the word of (ruth ^ 
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his crea- 
tures." i, 18; or, as Peter has it, *' being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
bf/ the word of God" 1 Pet. i. 23 ; or, as Paul 
expresses it, '* In Christ Jesus /have begotten you 
throut/h the Gospel." 1 Cor. iv. 15. Thus we see 
that Paul claims to have done the same thing, that 
James says God did, in regard to effecting the new 
birth of these Gentile converts. 

In the one case it is ascribed to God as the agent, 
and to the word of truth as the means ; and in the 
other, to Paul as the agent, and to the Gospel as the 
means. God is the author of truth, or the Gospel, 
and Paul and Peter are the preachers of it ; and 
through faith in this, these Gentiles were " begotten 
in Christ Jesus," were *' born again ;" or, in other 
words, entered into the kingdom of heaven, became 
followers of the Lord of life. 

'* Whosoever is born of God, sinneth not ; but he 
that is begotten of God, keepeth himself; and that 
wicked one toucheth him not." 1 John v. 18. That 
is, he who is born of God, sinneili not habl(H(dlf/, 
seeks to avoid evil and to follow good. Not (hat ho 
never errs or sins, because John says in this very 
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epistle, " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us ; if we confess 
our sinSy he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins," &c. 1 John i. 8, 9. 

And this is the way in which the new birth, or 
conversion, shows itself to-day as well as in the time 
of the ISaviour and of John. He who has, in his 
heart, embraced the religion of Christ, ''purifiith 
himself, even as he is pure ; " and, notwithstanding 
occasional errors and short-comings, really strives 
after a life of holiness. And, outside of religious 
s'iscussion, no one would imagine that there was 
anything supernatural in the cause or the process by 
which this conversion was brought about. Nor 
would any, independent of creeds, imagine that the 
change was the work of a moment; a sudden, 
instantaneous event. I do not say that it may not 
be^in suddenly, in a moment ; but it is never com- 
l)leted in a moment. It is the work of slow and 
steady growth. It is the product of months and 
years of watchings and prayings, of struggle and 
effort, of battles and victories. 

Doubtless there is a turning point in the life of 
every man, when his attention is specially directed 
to religious things, a pivotal moment on which the 
whole character sweeps round toward heaven ; but 
the force of this depends a good deal upon the pre- 
vious life, the drift and tendency of his thoughts and 
feelings, his temper and aims. AVhere the previous 
life has been worldly and sinful, criminal and wicked, 
the change is greater, and more marked and visible, 
than in those cases where the man has always been 
moral and virtuous, good and kind-hearted. But in 
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both cases, it is only the beginning of a new life, 
not the completion of it ; ^ the foundation of Chris- 
tian character, which now, with much toil and strug- 
gle, is to l)e built up ; or, as the Apostle erays, " grow 
up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ, from whom the whole body fitly joined 
together, and com[)acted by that which every joint 
su[)plieth, according to the effectual working in the 
iiuasiure of every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love." Eph. iv. 

This crisis of character, this conviction of sin, this 
sudden facing about toward heaven, is the result of a 
variety of causes, according to the variety of charac- 
ter, or of the circumstances of the individual. The 
Holy Spirit stands ever ready and waiting to enter 
into the soul of man, with its sanctifying and renew- 
ing power ; ready to take up the varied experiences 
of life, and consecrate them as agencies in this divine 
work. Sometimes, therefore, it begins in one direc- 
tion, and sometimes in another; these are brought 
to it by this event, and those by that event, entirely 
different, perhaps the opposite of the other. 

Some noble action, or the example or entreaty of 
a beloved friend, or the beauty of a Chistian life, 
or the peacefulness and calm victory of a Christian 
death, may impress them, and lead to self-examina- 
tion, and a resolution, to follow and obey the Saviour. 
Perhaps some affliction, or sudden bereavement, en- 
tirely changes their estimate of the world, and de- 
stroys their interest in all temporal things, reveals the 

• Dr. GuiFFiN saj's, very correctly, "Regeneration is nothing more 
nor less than the commencement of holiness in the soul." Park street 
Lectures, p. 118. 
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emptiness and vanity of their pursuits, and directs 
their thoughts and hopes to the eternal truth and life 
of the Gospel, as the only source of abiding comfort 
and strength. Or it may be that some unexpected 
blessing, some divine favor or mercy suddenly falling 
into their lot, quickens their gratitude toward God ; 
and, reminding them painfully of their past indiffor- 
ence and selfishness, renews the heart in faith and 
affection. Or possibly an alarming providence, 
some great calamity, a severe sickness, or the near 
approach to death, may startle the conscience, and 
compel them to make an effort, at least, to ar.swcr 
the thousand questions which at such times come 
crowding upon the soul. Any or all these may be 
among the means by which this great change of 
character is inaugurated, the point from which dates 
the commencement of the new life in Christ. 

And over and above these more obvious causes, it 
must be confessed of all, that God not unfrequently 
employs others more subtle, and beyond our u:jder- 
standing and explanation. He touches us with an 
invisible finger, and we can scarcely tell how or 
when ; or, iu the language of Jesus, as the wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and we know not whence it 
cometh, nor whither it goeth, so is the Spirit some- 
times in its operations. Often thoughts come to us, 
we know not whence ; impressions are made on us, 
strangely and mysteriously, we know not by what 
power or agency. Motives suddenly start to life 
within us, and we are moved to action, to an entire 
change of feeling or conduct in regard to certain 
things. We suddenly see ourselves, our lives, in a 
new light; and we cannot trace the cause of the 
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change, nor cxpLiin the origin of this new revelatio!i, 
this secret influence acting on us. We feel only that 
the past is dead to us, with ail its plans, and amhi- 
tions, and worldly interests ; and that we must forth- 
with begin life anew, and aim at something better, 
and strive earnestly to get nearer to God and Christ. 
We do not feel that any micacle has come to us, but 
that God has spoken to us in a voice we never have 
heard before ; that somehow, by the secret and subtle 
influences of his providence, we have been brought 
to a point where new interests have arisen, and the 
affections arc wakened to new life, and we are resolv- 
ed to follow after righteousness and true holiness, all 
the days of our life. And then comes the spirit of 
prayer and of communion with God ; then, too, the 
word of truth, the gospel of salvation, are taken up 
with earnest study ; and all the means of grace and 
regeneration are improved to the utmost, and with 
full purpose of heart to be *' followers of God as 
dear children." 

And now, the man to whom any me of these varied 
experiences has come, finds that the whole tone of 
his character is changed, that the whole effort of his 
life i* heavenly. To use the beautifully descriptive 
language of Channing : *' Once the dictates of con- 
science might have been heard ; now they are obey- 
ed. Once an occasional gratitude might have shed 
a transient glow through his heart ; now the divine 
goodness is a cherished thought, and he labors to re- 
quite it by an obedient life. Once his passixuis Avcrc 
his lords ; now he bows to the authority, and waits 
to hoar the will of God. Once human opinion was 
his guide, and human ftivorthe reward he proposed 
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to Limself ; now he feels that another eye is upon 
liini, that his heart and life are naked before God, and 
to approve himself to this righteous and unerring 
judge, is his highest ambition. Once he was ready 
to repine and despond when his wishes and labors 
were crossed ; now he sees a providence in life's 
vicissitudes, the discipline of a father in his suffer- 
ings, and bears his burdens, and performs his duties, 
wiih cheerful resignation to him who assigns them. 
Once he was sufficiently satisfied with himself, or un- 
willing to feel his deficiencies; now he is humble, 
conscious of having sinned, desirous to discover his 
errors, contrite in his acknowledgments, earnest in 
his application to Divine mercy, and resolute in. his 
opposition to temptation. Once the thought of a 
Saviour suffering for his redemption, and rising 
from the dead to reveal immortality, excited little 
interest; now the promises, love, cross, and resur- 
rection of Jesus, come home to him with power, and 
awaken gratitude and hope. Thus, by the pre- 
cepts, doctrines, motives, promises of Christianity, 
and by the secret influence of God's Spirit on the 
heart, he has been raised to a faith, hope, and love, 
which may be called a new life. He has been born 
again." 1 



J CHA^NING*8 Memoirs, vol. i. pp. 25G-258. Tnere is a very vai liable 
paper, by Jowett, in his Commentary on Paul's Epistles, " On Conver- 
sion and Change of Cliaracter." It is snggestive, and sliows the results 
of much thought and study. And it is significant of the direction of the 
new life which has begun to quicken the dead body of the English 
Church. The essay may be read also in Noyes* Collection of Theologi- 
cal Essays. 
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SECTION II. 

KrOF.NKnA ri,ON — new creature — new man — OITINO A NEW HEART— 
L'UKATIXQ IN CHRIST JESUS — QL'ICKENINO FROM THE DEAD, &C. 

The phrases at the head of this section, and simi- 
•ar cxpre?^sions in the Old and New Testaments, may 
set ui to demand a special notice, as they appear to 
set forth more strongly, the direct and irresistible ac- 
lion of the Holy Spirit on the passive heart of man, 
in the work of the new birth or regeneration. And 
it nuist be allowed, that some of the texts cited in 
lhi:i behnlf, are worded in very positive language. 

'* Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shnll be clean ; from all your filthiness, and from 
nil your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also 
will I give you^ and a new spirit will I put within 
yon; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
Avalk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do thcm."^ Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27. 
. This is certainly put in strong terms ; but the 
same God says, by the mouth of the same prophet, 
and to the same people : " Cast away from you all 
your transgressions, whereby you have transgressed ; 
and make ye a new heart and a new spirit; for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel?" Chap, xviii. 

* It is to be observed that this language, Avhich is perhaps the strongest 
in the Bible for the doctrine that " a change of heait '• is wholly a super- 
natural work, is addi-essed to the *• house of Israel," and refers to their 
return from captivity, the sorrows and sufferings of which led them to 
turn to God with their Avhole heart. Of course we cannot suppose a 
whole nation was instantly converted, by a radical change of nature, 
through the resistless action of the Holy Spu'it. 
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• 

Here the people are required to do for themselves the 
verv lhiii£^ which God declares he will do for them — 
viz. : to make a new heart and a new spirit. The 
simple truth is God and man, act together in this 
renewal, and sometimes it is attributed to one, and 
sometimes to the other. God gives the means, and 
man improves them, and the result is the new heart 
and spirit which obeys the statutes, and keeps the 
judgments of the Lord. And thus is illustrated the 
exhortation of Paul to the Philippians : '* Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling ; for it 
is God which workefk in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure. ^^ ii. 12, 13. 

So in Ephesians ii. iv., we have the expression, 
" We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them," *' the new man which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." But in this very connection, the persons 
themselves are required to "put off ihe old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ; 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind ; and that 
ye put on the new man," &c. So that if the ** new 
man " is " created," he is required to aid in the work, 
to do his i)art toward being renewed in the spirit. It 
is not resistless grace on one hand, and passive in- 
activity on the other; but the joint wcn^k of the 
Spirit of God and the spirit of man. There is no 
change of nature, but a right use of the nnture 
already possessed; nothing supernatural, b;it the 
ijnprovement of appointed means to a purposed end, 

" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; 
old things are passed away ; behold all things aro 
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become new." 2 Cor. v. 17. Tl:c last half of the 
verse explains the first. lie who became a Christian 
left everything behind, his old faith, and feelings, and 
practices, and sins; and in all the^c things became a 
new man, a new creature in Christ. 

The language was common among the Jews. The j 
said, " Proselytes to the true religion (i. e. the Law), 
have their souls created cncw.^^ '* He who converts 
another to the Law, virtually creates him." " The 
priest was made a new creature by the oil with 
which he was anointed." And of Abraham they 
said, that on the b.rth of Ishmael, " he was made a 
new creature^ that he ehculd beget sons, and become 
great over all." ' 

These examples show its Jewish usage, and show 
also how absurd it is to attempt to build up the doc- 
trine of a supernatural change of human nature, on 
such elastic phraseology. It is certain that the Jews 
of Christ's time did net use it in this sense. 

"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins." " And you being dead in sins, 
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiv- 
en you all trespasses." Eph. ii.; Col, ii. " Here," 
it may be said, " sinners are represented as morally 
dead, and if moral death is to the soul what natural 
death is to the body, then they could only be quick- 
ened into moral life by the absolute will, the omnipo- 
tent S; irit of God. They could do nothing toward 
it themselves. If the figure has any fitness or force, 
they must have been passive, and powerless to do 
good, till the Holy Spirit renewed or re-created 

ScHOif TT "EN, as cited in Expositor ii. 198, First Series. 
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them. The dead cannot ccrcc to life by theli* own 
efforts."^ 

But after all this Icglc, tlie answer is in the lan- 
guage of inspiration itself: "Wherefore he saith, 
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead^ 
and Christ shall give thee light." Eph. v. 14. Now 
here God calls upon the dead to arise of themselves, 
and light shall be given them. Either they were not 
80 dead as to be unable to help themselves, or else 
God required an impossibility. Manifestly, what- 
ever the moral condition symbolized by death, those 
in this condition still retained the power of moral ac- 
tion, and their freedom of will. And they were com- 
manded to work with God in the struggle for a new 
life. Hence the apostle says, " We, then, as workers 
together with him^ beseech you also, that ye receive 
not the grace of God in vain." 2 Cor. vi. 1. 

And so with all the phraseology employed on this 
8u:ject. A little examination of the language itself, 
of the context, or a comparison with other passages 
of the Bible, will show that two important facts stand 
out prominently: jFVrsf, — That Regeneration does 
not imply a change in the moral constitution of man ; 
but a change of opinion and character, of the desires 
and aims of life ; a conversion frcm unbelief, or 
wrong belief, and wickedners, to faith, and truth, 
and holiness. Second^ — That this change is not 

^See Boston Review, for July, 1832; Hill s Lectures on Divinity, 
page 539. Per contra ^ see Busuxell'o Sermons on the New Life, pp. 
116, 117 : ** This v.ould le no proper regeneration of the man, but the 
generation of another man in his place .... a new creation by the 
a.at of Omnipotence. " Sec also ** Bibliotheca Sacra," for April, 1862. 
** Doctrines of Meikodum^^* and compare with Wesley's teaohingei 
The world ccrtiiuly moves. 
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wrought in a moment, ^* by a supernatural and al- 
miglity influence, similar to that through which, by a 
word, God created the world, or raiseth the dead ; " 
but is the result of a proper use of divinely appoint- 
ed means, accompanied by the blessing of the Holy 
'Spirit promised by the Saviour : " Ask, and it shall 
)>e given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
ihall be opened unto you, for every one that asketh, 
I eceiveth ; and lie that seeketh, findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh, it shall be opened." Matt. vii. 7.' 

§ Water Baptism ; its relation to the New Birth. 
Before closing, it may be well to call attention to one 
thin^ noticeable in all these allusions to conversion in 
the New Testament times, viz : the manner in which 
the baptism of the Spirit, a living and saving faith, 
is associated with water-baptism, as the symbol of 
the reounciation of the old religion and life, and the 
method of making public profession of the new. 
" Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." He 
must not only renounce his old religion or error, and 
confess the Truth, but he must do it publicly, not by 

^ If Adam transmitted a corrupt nature to his posterity, and regen- 
eration or new-birth takes away this corrupt nature, and reinstates the 
subject of it in the primal innocence and purity of Adam before his fiiU 
'^ if this be the meaning of " taking away the stony heart" and giving 
'* a new heart and a new spirit; ** then how is it that children bom of 
thone regenerate parents, are born with corrupt natures, or with hearts 
prone to all evil 7 If sinnei's beget sinners by force of the moral law of 
human nature, then by the same law saints should beget saints. If tbe 
liw of transmission hold good in the corrupt nature, why not in tbe 
regenerate nature ? If an evil heart may be hereditary, why not **a 
new heart " ? It would be so, if regeneration were a radical and con- 
stitutional change, the superinduction, or rather the substitution of a 
new moral nature. 
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night, as Nicodemus did ; he must be baptized, aL J 
have courage openly to side with the truth of God. 

To the same point is the language of Paul to Titus : 
" But after that the kindness and love of God toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteousnes which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration^ and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour." iii. 1—7. 

The " washing of regeneration," is unquestionably 
baptism, or washing of water, the same which Jesus 
mentions, as a sign of" putting off the old man," and 
" putting on the new man;" and this was a symbol of 
the renewing or baptism of the Holy Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, in whom " the kindness and love of 
God toward man appeared." And here, also, we see 
the means employed for their renewal or conversion 
from Paganism, and a life of wickedness, * to Chris- 
tianity and a life of righteousness, viz : the gospel of 
divine love and redemption through Christ, and the 
gracious influences of the Spirit of God. 

Paul makes " the washing of regeneration," and 
" the renewing of the Holy Spirit," two distinct 
things ; as the Saviour did, " bom of water and of 
the Spirit." In both cases it is " and," and not " or." 
" Regeneration " in the original, is simply " birth 
again," or " bom again ; " and the " washing " waa 
the public baptism which witnessed to this new birth 
out of Judaism or Gentilism into the Gospel. 

The same connection is seen in the command of 

^ " For we ourselves also were sometime disobedient, foolish, deceiv- 
ed, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hate- 
ful, and hating one another.*' verse 3. 
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\Jhrist to Ills disciples : " Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
believcth, and is baptized^ shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not, shall be damned." Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
Here we have the same union of faith and profession ; 
not only must the convert believe, but he must open- 
ly confess his faith, and show the world that he is on 
the side of truth and righteousness. And as baptism 
at that time was the common method of doing it, this 
is accepted and sanctioned by the Saviour for this 
specific purpose. So in the Epistle to the Romans, 
we have this declaration : " If thou shalt confess 
vnth thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe In 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved ; for with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation." x. 9, 10. 

In the first days of the Gospel, its reception and 
diffusion depended, in a great measure, on its disci- 
ples openly confessing it before the world. Hence 
much stress is laid on this, and Jesus, who had little 
regard for forms as such, insists that they who be- 
lieve shall be baptized^ because this was the recogniz- 
ed way, at that time, of making public profession of 
con vert ion and faith. And if they cannot take up 
this cross, if they have not courage and sincerity 
enough for this, they cannot be saved, or accepcd as 
his disciples ; they are not renewed in spirit, they 
have not yet wholly put off the old man, but arc still 
" in bondage to the beggarly elements " of the world. 

Whether water baptism is now, in Christian lands, 
to be regarded as a permanent rite, may be held as 
matter of question. Where children are, as it were, 
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bom into the belief and acknowledgment of Jesus as 
the Messiah and Saviour, baptism cannot certainly 
have the siornificancc it had in the davs of ancient Ju- 
daism and Paganism, viz., the washing away of an 
old religion or faith, and embracing a new. Where 
(he Gospel is preached in heathen lands, and idolaters 
are "born again," in the Scriptural sense of the 
term, the ordinance is unquestionably in force, and 
converts should be required to make public profession 
of their faith by water baptism. 

Nor can any weighty objection be made to the ob- 
servance of this rite, when a wicked man is convert- 
ed from his evil ways, and is resolved to follow 
Christ as his Master and Saviour ; provided it be 
properly explained, and the exact thing intended to 
be expressed by it, is understood. If he has been 
called of God to repentance and a holy life, and has 
obeyed the call ; if he is truly born and baptized of 
the Spirit, and is desirous to confess the faith in this 
ancient form ; we should be disposed in this case, and 
in all like cases, to take up the words of Peter in the 
house of Cornelius, " Can any man forbid water, that 
these fehould not be baptized, which have received 
the Holy Ghost as well as we." Acts x. 



The doctrine of Eegeneration, its producing cause 
and resultant effects, clearly understood ; we are 
ready to enter upon the inquiry respecting the nature 
of Salvation, what it is, and what it does, for man 
And we shall see, in the progress of the investiga- 
tion, that Salvation is the end or completion of that 
heavenly work in the soul, that life of consecration ta 
God, of which the New Birth is the beginning. The 
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New Birth is that change of affections, desires, and 
interests, by which the heart is turned away from 
earth to heaven, with an earnest effort to realize in 
itself, the divine life of Christ. Salvation is that ef- 
fort realized, that divixe life attained, as far as possi- 
ble in this world ; it is that spiritual condition in 
which the whole tide of thought, desire, purpose, 
character, and conduct, sets steadily and strongly to- 
toward God, and to whatsoe^'"'* is pleasing in his 
eight 



UHAlr'TER V. 

tklLTATION — WHAT IT 18 ? THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCTBDHB. 

The subject of this chapter is the most importanti 
perhaps, in the whole range of religious discussion 
and inquiry. It is more personal than any other : it 
relates to the highest interest of the soul ; it appeals 
to our fears and our hopes, to our affections and as- 
pirations, to all that we love and all that we desire ; 
it is the question of destiny for time and eternity. 

It is not alone what is to become of mankind, but 
what is to become of me ? What am I ? Whence 
came I ? and whither do I go when the " silver cord '* 
of this life is loosed ? What is the purpose of my 
being on this earth ? What does Christ come to me 
for ? and what does he seek to accomplish in me ? 
and for me ? How is he a Saviour ? and what does 
he save me from ? What is redemption through his 
blood ? Is it present or future ; before death, or after 
death, or both ? Is it deliverance from the evil of 
our own hearts, or from some evil outside of us ? 
from judgment and punishment, or from a moral con- 
dition and life which bring these ? Is it union with 
God, the life of Christ in the soul, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, whenever and wherever these are 
realized ? 

These are the questions which crowd upon us at 
the \ cry threshold of any inquiry into the object of 
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Christ's mission, or the nature of Christian SAlvation. 
I can only indicate the way, and point out some of 
the leading features of the question ; and then leave 
the reader, with the New Testament in his hand, to 
follow the investigation to its rcFidts, confident that 
he cannot miss the truth on this all-important sub- 
ject. 

It is singular that it has so long been taken for 
granted, in the Christian church, that salvation is de- 
liverance from punishment, from the penalty of the 
divine law, from hell in the sense of endless torment, 
from the consequences of sin ; instead of from sin it- 
self, from the dominion and bondage of an evil heart 
and a wicked life, and a translation into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. And it is the more 
so from the fact, easily verified by examination, that 
never, in a single instance of the multitude of texts 
where the words Saviour^ save^ and salvation, are 
used, are they connected with any such idea or defi- 
nition of salvation. Nor is there more than one pas- 
sage in which the usage of the terms could suggest 
eucli a mistake in regard to the true nature of re- 
demption by Christ. 

It is possible that Romans v. 9, might be taken in- 
ferentially, to mean something of this sort : " Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him." The word 
" wrath " here may be supposed to refer to the judg- 
ment of God against sin ; but even if it do, it is not 
the judgment or punishment of sins already commit- 
ted, that is meant. What the apostle intends to say 
is, that we are saved, by Christ, from a sinful and 
wicked life; and, so far, are saved from the judg- 
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ment3 which follow, as the natural and necessary cop- 
sequence of a wicked life. 

Beside, the phraseology in this case is peculiar. It 
is not by the death of Christ, through which, accord- 
ing to the popular theology, the atonement is made, 
but by his life that we are saved from this wrath. 
" "We shall be saved from wrath through him ; for if 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more being reconcil- 
ed, we shall be saved by his life." That is, the death 
of Christ, as an exhibition of divine love, has recon- 
ciled us to God, filled our hearts with gratitude and 
affection ; and the beauty of his divine life wins us 
to himself, and so saves us from all the evils of a sin- 
ful life, and that " wrath of God which cometh upon 
the children of disobedience." Eph. v. 6 ; Col. iii. 6. 

Let us proceed now to the direct testimony re- 
specting the nature of the salvation which Christ 
came to work out in man, and for man. In the first 
of the following passages, the Saviour speaks for 
himself, and that, too, at the very commencement of 
his ministry on earth. He reads the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, in the synagogue at Nazareth, and 
applies them to himself. Of course, he knows what 
God the Father sent him into the world to do ; he 
knows whether he came to save the world from sin, 
or from the punishment of sin; whether his salvation 
is internal and spiritual, or external, from some evil 
coming upon the soul from without. 
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SECTION I. 
DIRECT TESTIMONY RESPECTING THE NATURE OF SALTATION. 

Luke iv. 16-22. " And Jesus came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up ; and, as his custom 
was, Ite went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 

and stood up for to read And when he had 

opened the book, he found the place where it was 
written. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, and to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord." ' 

In this public announcement of the objects of his 
advent on earth, and the character of the salvation 
he was sent to work out in the soul of man, there is 
no allusion to deliverance from the wrath of an an- 
gry God, or the penalties of the divine law, or the 
legitimate claims of divine justice, or the terrors and 
torments of an endless hell. And his entire silence 
on these points, in this his inaugural address on en- 
tering upon his ministry, is the most demonstrative 
and conclusive proof of the falsehood of these dog- 
mas of the churches and schools. 

It is plain enough, to the most indiflPerent reader, 
that the salvation which Jesus sets forth, in his pro- 
phetic testimony, as the work on which he was sent 

* Why did Jesus stop in the middle of the sentence, and leave out the 
important declaration, ** arid the day of vengeance of our God?" 
doubly and trebly important if he came to save us from this. How do 
believers in this doctrine explain the omission ! See the passage in 
Isaiah Ixi. 1 -3. 
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of the Father, is spii^itual salvation, the enlighten- 
ment of the mind, the purification of the heart, and 
the peace and comfort of a perfect faith in God. It 
is good tidings to the poor and friendless, the forsak- 
en and broken-hearted, good tidings of a Father's 
love and protection, the promise that he will cause all 
tilings to work together for their good, and, in tho 
fulness of time, wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
liberty to those in captivity to sin ; light and sight to 
those blinded bv error: and healing: and restoration 
to those that are bruised and wounded in the conflict 
with temptation and evil. 

Other j)asepges are to the same point, that the re- 
demption of Christ is from sin. 

Acts ili. 25. " God having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you^ in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities.^^ This is testimony 
direct to the question. The inspired apostle informs 
us that Jesus was sent expressly to save us from ini- 
quity, not from ihe punishment of iniquity. The sal- 
vation is moral, is within the soul, is present to us 
here the .moment we believe in Jesus, and receive his 
f pirit. 1 hen £in has no more dominion over us as 
cur master, but we follow after holiness ; we are 
washed and made clean through the blood of Christ. 

Matt. i. 21. "Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for 
he shall save his people from their sins^^ Here the 
^icavcnly messenger, direct from the presence of God, 
declares that the very name of the wonderful child 
ehali be dcscriplive of his work. He is to be called 
Jesus, the Saviour, b:jcause he Is to save his people 
from their sins. Of course, his people are sinners, or 
they would need no salvation. Only sinners can be 
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saved ; only the sick can be healed. The salvation 
of the sinner, is the healing of the soul, the removal 
of the palsy of sin, and its restoration to righteous 
health and strength. What palsy is to the body, sin 
is to the soul. What healing is to the body, redemp- 
tion is to the soul. 

Titus ii. 11-14. " For the grace of God, which 
bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men, teach- 
ing us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
wc should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world ; looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity^ and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." ' 

Nothing can be more explicit and conclusive than 
the entire phrasing of this passage. It not only af- 
firms that Christ gave himself to redeem us from ini- 

* Pa.ul did not say that " the grace of God had appeared to all men** 
at the time he wrote; for it had appeared to comparatively very few. 
It hjis not appaared to all men even now, after eighteen centuries. 
Wh. t he did say was, " the grace of God \hfii bringeth salvation to all 
inen^ hath appeared" — and the translators have put this in the margin, 
when they ought to have put it in the text. The Greek is 'Enufdv?} ynp 
h x^p'i 'ou Qeou fi (Twr^ptos naaiv (ivOowtoij; which literally translated is, 
•* For there has appeared the grace of God, bringing salvation to all 
men.*' Bloomfield says, '* jrdfffv ivdpianois must be construed not with 
nr<0oi'J7, but with ^<ra»r//pios." The Vulgate has, ** appnruil eniin gratia 
Dei aalutaris omnibus ho minibus.''^ Bezx has the same construction; 
and the French Protestant version of Paris renders it, " Car la grace 
de Dieu sulutaire a tout les hommes a ete manifcstee,^* Dr. A. 
Clarke justly says: '* Had our translators, who were excellent and 
learned men, leaned les'i to their oion peculiar creed in the present au- 
thorized version^ the Church of Christ would not have been so agi. 
tatcd and torn as it has been with polemical divinity." Note on 
Heb. vi. 0. 
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quify, to eave us from sin; but the whole connection 
is built upon the fact, that salvation is from ungodli- 
ness, and worldly lasts, and evil works. 

The doctrine is, that Christ comes to redeem us 
from sin ; and the precept consequent upon this doc- 
trine is, that we should, therefore, deny all ungodli- 
ness, and wicked works, and live soberly and right- 
eously, in this present world. This is the practical 
teaching of " the grace of God, which bringeth sal- 
vation to all men ; " and, as every one sees, from the 
nature of the salvation, the practice, or the morality 
enjoined, is the logical sequence or necessity of the 
doctrine. The injunction to " live soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly, in this present world," brings us natu- 
rally to the next testimony. 

Galatians i. 3—5. " Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil worlds according to 
the will of God and our Father : to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

Is not this a strange and inexplicable passage, if 
Christ came to save us from the torments of a future 
evil world ? If the popular theory be correct, if this 
is what the Saviour delivers us from, is it not pass- 
in;^ wonderful that the Holy Spirit should dictate to 
Paul to write " this present evil world," instead of 
*' that future evil world ? " 

Is it not plain, then, from this witness of the inspir- 
ed apostle, that the salvation which Christ comes to 
accomplish for the human race, is deliverance from 
the actual sin and moral corruption of the life that 
•'ovv is, and not from threatened punishments in the 
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life to come ? Is it not proof indisputable that Chris- 
tian salvation is inward and spiritual, and not outward 
and material ; from disobedience itself, and not from 
tlic penalties of disobedience ? It would seem im- 
l)ossible to imagine testimony more positive in lan- 
guage, or more direct to the point in review. 

John i. 29. " John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 
aud saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world." Here, again, the wit- 
ness is the same, " he taketh away the sin,'' not the 
punitive consequence of sin, not the penalties of 
that law of which sin is the transgression. And John 
the apostle is in perfect agreement on this point with 
John the Baptist, for he testifies that " the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.^^ 1 
John i. 7. And the writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews has the same testimony : " How much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
fepirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge the 
conscience ^/rom dead works to serve the living God.*' 
ix. 14. From sin and dead works, the blood of 
Christ redeems us, purges the conscience, and restores 
us to the service of the living God. 

There is a remarkable passage, on this point, in 
I^aul's Epistle to Titus, chapter iii : " For we our- 
selves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, de- 
ceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 
But after that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on 
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
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Here salvation is directly identified with a 
thorough reform of character, a deliverance from 
evil feelings and habits, from liateful lusts and pas- 
eions, a conversion from an ungodly and wicked life, 
to a life of holiness and obedience to God. And, ob- 
serve, that this salvation is not future, but past ; it 
had already been realized — ''he saved us.*' And 
then he urges Titus so to preach to them that they 
may continue in a godly life, or continue in this sal- 
vation : " that they which have believed in God, 
might be careful to maintain good works " — faith 
and practice, one and inseparable. Observe, also, 
that this conversion and salvation was wroug-ht out 
by the manifestation through Christ of " the kindness 
and the love of God our Saviour ; " not by his wrath 
or judgments, not by the terrors of the law, or the 
fear of a fabled hell. The apostJe offers no thanks 
for an escape from these ; nor does he so much as 
allude to them, but speaks with grateful heart of 
being saved from their former vicious, sensual, and 
sinful life. 

These Bible winesses might be mdefinitely multi- 
plied, but what has thus far been adduced, is sufficient 
to justify us in saying, that if Christ did come to save 
us from tlie just and deserved punishments of sin, if 
lie did come to ransom us from the torments of a 
future world, the men of God who are teachers, the 
Saviour himself, the Holy Spirit of Inspiration, have 
not only failed to say this, but they have substituted 
something else entirely different in the place of it 1 
This the Christian cannot believe, and therefore he 
must no lonnrcr associate with the beautiful words 
" salvaticn," " redemption," " reconciliation,'' the 
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fiilse idea of deliverance from pains and peiialties, but 
deliverance from the evil heart of unbelief which 
brings these. He need strive no more to escape a 
future hell ; but let him labor to escape from the pre- 
sent captivity of sin, from the bondage of his lusts 
and passions, '^ into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God." This is heaven, or at least the begin- 
ning of it ; and it is as real now as in the future, as 
possible on this side the grave as on the other, l 

SECTION II. 

FIGURES AND METAPHORS ILLUSTRATING THE NATURE OF SALVATION. 

There are numerous figures of speech in the Scrip- 
tures, which will help us to understand the kind of 
redemption which Jesus brings to the soul of man. 
A brief review of a few of these will add to the pre- 
ceding argument, and shed light upon this important 
inquiry. 

^ Wesley seems to have seen the tnith on this point : ** By salvation, 
I mean not barely, according to the vulgar notion, deliverance from 
hell, or going to heaven, but a present deliverance from sin. Now, if 
by salvation we mean a present salvation from sin, we cannot say holi- 
ness is the condition of it; for it is the thing itself,** Ward's " View 
of all Religions." 

The following from an orthodox journal is prophetic of progress: 
'* The general ide.^ of sxlvation is, that it consists in going to a cer- 
tain pl;i3e, called heaven. With this place is connected the idea of be- 
ing perfectly happy. This, however, is a very loose way of thinking on 
Bi> momentous a subject. — It is not the place that makes the inhabitants 
what they are, but it is they that make the place whjit it is. Heaven 
IS wh.it It is because of the character of those who dwell there. Any 
world — any place would be a heaven, if filled with perfectly holy beings. 
Whether a man is saved or not depends on wlmt he is, not on where he 
goes. The sinner desires salvation, or complete happiness. He will 
get it, not by a change of place, not by going out of the body, not by 
getting into the company of the good, but by getting rid of his moral 
mah dy—hy becoming holy.'* 
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1. We are refined and purified as silver. Mai. iii, 
1-r. "For he is like a refiner's fire, .... he shall 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall 
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
in righteousness." 

This figure shows that Christ saves us from some- 
thing from which we are to be purified, something 
that makes a part of us now, and from which we are 
to be separated by a refining process like that which 
separates the pure silver from the dross. Now, this 
language is not, in any sense applicable to punish- 
ment, to the penalty of the divine law, the wrath of 
God, or any of their equivalents. We cannot be 
purified yrom judgments, though we may be purified 
bf/ them, spiritually refined and separated from our 
sins in the fiery furnace of suflfering. 

To say Christ is like a refiner of silver, because he 
saves us from the torments of hell, or bears the 
wrath of God in our stead, is to make a comparison 
where there is no likeness, no resemblance of the 
things compared. But there is a resemblance be- 
tween him who purifies the soul from sin, and one 
who pu rifies the silver from dross. And in this sense 
Jesus is a Refiner and Purifier, separating the spirit- 
ual from the sensual, bringing out the heavenly from 
its mixture with the earthly dross, and preparing it 
to receive anew the image and superscription of 
God. 

The thought, or truth, of this figure, is found in 
many other texts. Peter, speaking of the Gentiles, 
says : *' God put no difference between us and thetn, 
purifying their hearts by faith." Acts xv. Again, 
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he says, in his first Epistle : " Seeing ye have purtfi" 
ed your souls in obeying the truth through the Spir- 
it." 1. 22. Here the heart, the soul, are purified, 
which, of course, is an inward personal salvation, and 
not redemption from threatened judgments. John 
says : " He tliat hath this hope in him, purifieth liim- 
eelf even as he is pure." 1 John iii. How is Christ 
pure ? In any sense that would represent him as 
saved from punishment? Of course not, but in the 
sense of entire freedom from sin, " a lamb without 
epot or blemish." 

2. We are cleansed and washed. The passage al- 
ready cited from Malachi, declares also that the 
Saviour is '' like fuller's soap," i. e. that his truth and 
grace act on the soul, as soap acts on a soiled gar- 
ment ; only in one sense, of course, that of cleansing, 
the one acting by spiritual, and the other by chemi- 
cal laws. The idea embodied in this figure pervades 
the New Testament. After naming certain kinds of 
evil persons who cannot, as such, or while in that condi- 
tion, enter the kingdom of God, or be received as fol- 
lowers of Christ, the apostle says : " And such were 
some of you ; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctifi- 
ed, but ye are justified," &c. 1 Cor. 9-11. " Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood." Rev. i. 5. " If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
deanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John i. 9. 
And the passage already quoted from the same chap- 
ter, " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
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The metaphor running through these texts, is per- 
fectly descriptive of the nature and process of salva- 
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tion. You cannot wash a person from tho penally of 
the law ; you cannot cleanse him from punishment. 
There is no fitness to the comparison ; the figure fails 
altogether. But it is full of meaning and beauty 
when employed to describe gospel salvation, which is 
being " washed from our sins," and " cleansed from 
all unrighteousness," through the grace and truth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. We are healed as of a disease. This figure hns 
been partially considered in the preceding section ; 
but we call attention to it again, that the principle in- 
vclved may be carefully considered in its negative 
and positive relations. Christ himself authorizes the 
language, when he justifies himself for keeping com- 
pany " with publicans and sinners," by sayii.g, 
'* They that be whole need not a physician^ but they 
that are sick." Matt. ix. 12. The Psalmist has the 
same metaphor : " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits : who forgiveth all thine in- 
iquities ; who healeth all thy diseases." ciii. 2, 3. 

According to the parallelism of Hebrew verse, the 
forgiving iniquities and healing diseases in this pas- 
sage, are the same thing. The forgiveness, or re- 
moval of iniquity or sin from the soul, which is sal- 
vation, is set forth by the figure of healing, or re- 
moving of disease from the body. But the physician 
who cures the sick man, does not do it by taking his 
sickness, or bearing the pain of it ; but by driving 
out the disease. So Jesus does riot save us bv bear- 
ing for us the punishment of sin ; but by driving out 
the sin from the heart. A man cannot be cured or 
healed of endless torment — there is no point or 
meaning to such a figure — but he can be cured of 
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Ins moral disease ; lie can be healed of the leprosy of 
sin, by the grace of Jesus, by the Spirit of God. 

4. Christ i.s our Teacher ; and we are saved by the 
Truth. *' We know that thou art a teaclier con)e 
from God." John iii. " We know that thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth." Matt, 
xxii. This metaphor also illustrates the spiritual and 
j)crsonal nature of salvation, and shows in part wliat 
it is from — ignorance, error, and unbelief. When a 
man becomes my teacher, he does not stand as my 
substitute ; he does not take upon himself and suffer 
all tlie evils of my ignorance ; but he instructs me, 
he enlightens me by imparting knowledge, or helping 
me to obtain it. Salvation, therefore, if this metaphor 
has any propriety or significance in it, bears the same 
relation to the spirit which knowledge bears to the 
intellect. 

And this element of salvation, and this method or 
process, are recognized in many important passages. 
" I exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men, .... for this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God, who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truths 1 Tim, 
ii. Here '^ to be saved," and " to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth," are equivalent terms, meaning 
the same thing. Hence the Saviour says : *' This ia 
life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." John 
xvii. The knowledge of God and his Son is eter- 
nal life, salvation, deliverance from ignorance and un- 
belief, throufijh the enliirhteninj: influence of the Gofi- 
pel an 1 the Spirit of Truth. 
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6. We are founds as the lost. " The Son of man 
id come to seek and to save that which was lost." 
Luke xix. The parable of the lost sheep, in chapter 
XV., is familiar to all. The good shepherd seeks it 
among the mountains and in the wilderness, till he 
finds it; and then, laying it on his shoulder, he 
brings it in safety, and with rejoicing, to the fold. 

In what sense can the punishment of sin be repre- 
sented under the figure of being lost ? or deliverance 
from this under the figure of being found? It is an 
easy and appropriate metaphor, which describes him 
who wanders from the paths of truth and righteous- 
ness, as lost in the wilderness of s n ; and, when he 
is restored to them again, as found. When the prod- 
igal returned from the far country of his folly and 
wickedness, the rejoicing father exclaimed, " My son, 
that was lost, is found." 

But note again, how the figure tells against the 
popular doctrine of salvation, and for the Scriptural 
doctrine. The shepherd who went in search of the 
lost sheep, did not suffer the pains and terrors which 
were the consequence of being lost. The poor sheep 
endured "for itself all the evils of going astray, 
through all the long days and nights of its wander- 
ing. Nobody could save it from these. It had al- 
ready suffered them. They could not be borne by 
another. They could not be separated from its lost 
condition, any more than the shadow can be separat- 
ed from the substance, or the pain from a broken 
limb, or blindness from loss of sight. 

These figures and metaphors jnight be largely in- 
creased, but the examples given are suflScient to show 
bow the great truth that salvation is from sin and 
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wickedness, from bllDdness of mind, and unbelief, and 
moral corruption, pervades the entire body of the 
Scripture, its doctrines and precepts, the character of 
its thouijht, and the structure of its lanc^uaore. I 
have given more space to this subject, and enforced 
the point at the risk of repetition, because I regard 
it as {he pivot on which the whole Christian system 
turns. 

If the punishment of sin inheres in the very sub- 
stance of sin itself, then no one can suffer it for us ; 
and the sacrificial scheme, as we have shown under 
the head of '* Atonement," falls to the ground. The 
thing it proposes is simply impossible ; and the only 
way for us to escape the punishment, is to abandon 
the sin. If we would be delivered from the mur- 
derer's doom, we must avoid the murderer's crime. 
If the drunkard would escape from the hell in which 
he lives, he must repent, and thoroughly reform. If 
any would be saved from the torments of envy, jeal- 
ousy, hatred, malice, these foul spirits must be ex- 
pelled from the heart. If we would not confront the 
terrors and tortures of a guilty conscience, we must 
keep it pure and without offence. If we would be 
delivered from all anxiety and doubts, from that 
"fear which hath torment," we must believe in 
Christ, we must know God, and trust in him ; and 
then shall we enter into rest, and find peace passing 
knowledge. This is the practical bearing of the 
subject ; its direct influence on life and action. And 
thus the true doctrine of Salvation links itself in 
natural and logical sequence with the true doctrine 
of Atonement. 

Then, again, if salvation is from sin, it is not from 
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endless punishment — and this monstrous Jiccusation 
n^rainst God, is proved to be wickedly false, an:l his 
ijharacter stands forth in all the attractions of a 
Father's love, of infinite and everlasting goodness. 
This understood, and the hardness of the sinner's 
heart is subdued ; the prodigal no longer stays away 
from home, through fear of his Father s anger ; or 
lest he will reduce him to the condition of a eervant 
and slave, instead of receiving him as a son. He 
will not wait until it comes to famine and starvation ; 
but penitent for the past, and painfully inst'ucteJ for 
the i'uture, he will, long ere this, arise and go to his 
Father. And thus, again, we see how the true 
Scriptural teaching of Salvation stands related to the 
doctrine of Rewards and Punishments, of the law 
and its penalty. 

There is no religious question of more practical 
importance, than this respecting the nature of salva- 
tion — what it is ; what it does for us ; how we are 
to obtain it; where we are to enjoy it. And if it can 
be fully apprehended and settled in the mind of the 
inquirer, it speedily clears the ground of many per- 
nicious and dangerous errors ; and leads not only to 
a complete re-adjustment of Christian doctrines, but 
also to a complete change of character, of the motives 
to obedience, of the aims and purposes of life. Elec- 
tion and reprobation, salvation and damnation, heav- 
on and hell, rewards and punishments, will all be 
fchaped into harmony with this central truth. 

The true Scriptural, Evangelical doctrine, then, on 
this momentous subject, is this, viz. : that salvation 
is moral and spiritual ; that it is not exemption from 
the just retribution of wrong, but redemption from 
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the wrong itself; not from one thin^, but from many 
thinixs — from error and false doctrines, from unbc- 
lief, from sin and all unrighteousness, from hatred, 
and malice, and envy, from the bondage of passion 
and hurtful lusts, from the outward criminal act, and 
from the inward criminal desire — conversion from 
these to faith and obedience, to holiness of lile and 
licart, to sincere reverence and aflFcction toward (lod 
nnd the Saviour, to charity and love for all mankind ; 
in a word, it is a regenerate and sanctified spirit, 
which makes the whole being consecrate to God, and 
the whole life beautiful as that of the angels. And, 
when it comes to this with us, we are, to that extent, 
in heaven, whether in the present life or in the future, 
whether in this world or in any other. ^ 



But it may be said, that all men are not saved, in 
tliis life, in the sense of salvation here set forth ; that 
thousands die in ignorance, unbelief, and sin. This 
is true ; and it is not affirmed by our argument, that 
all men, or any, are perfectly saved in this world. 
No one, in this life, attains to that spiritual freedom 
and angelic perfection, represented by the " image of 

1 1 think also that one important element of Christian salvation is, an 
filiown under the head of Atonement y deliverance from the fear of 
'leath. The doctrines of Jesus respecting the character of God, and of 
ilie future life, and his own death and resurrection, were intended to 
in<p.rcus with hope, and courage, and peace in the hour of death. 
Hebrews ii. 14, distinctly affirms this: ** Forasmuch as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took part of the aime; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and deliver those who through fear of death were all their 
life time subject to bondage." And how truly this salvation is accom- 
plished in the believer, is abundantly shown by the manner in which 
death is always mentioned in the New Testament; and beautifully illus- 
trated by the epitaphs of the carlv Christians in the Catacomlvs jf 
U<' me, as well as by the death of every true believer. 
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the heavenly," of wliich Paul speaks ; or, in other 
words, no one reaches the full stature of the heavenly 
state while in the body. Therefore, no eoul, however 
advanced, realizes the full measure of salvation, till 
through the resurrection it is made equal unto the 
angels of God. 

And this is Ancient XJniversalism. Origen (A. D. 
230,) says : " The Word^ which is the Wisdom of 
God, shall bring together all intelligent creatures, 
and convert them into his own perfection, through 
the instrumentality of their free will and their exer- 
tions. For though, among the disorders of the body, 
there arc, indeed, some which the medical art cannot 
heal, yet we deny, that of all the vices of the soul, 
there is any which the supreme Word cannot cure ; 
lor the Word is more powerful than all the diseases 
of the soul, and he applies his remedies to each one 
according to the pleasure of God. And the consum- 
mation of all things, will be the extinction of sin, and 
the reformation of every soul, so that all shall serve 
him with one consent. This may not, indeed, take 
place with mankind, in the present life, but be ac- 
complished after they shall have been liberated from 
the body, i 

But the discussion of this point carries us over in- 
to the subject of the next chapter ; to which we pass 
now for the completion of the argument. 

* Contra Celsunif Lib. viii. This work is Origen's celebrated defence 
of Christianity against the attacks of the heathen philosopher whose 
name it bears — Cclsus. Clement of Alexandria, speaking of the unljc- 
Teving and unconverted, says: ** How is he a Saviour and Lord, unless 
he is the Lord and Saviour of all? He is certainly the Saviour of those 
who have believed; and of those who have not believed he is Lord, 
until by being brought to confess him, they shall receive the tlesHng 
tutted and uduptcdto them ! '""—Stromata Lib. vii. cap. ii. A. D. 195. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. 

I do not propose, in this chapter, to discuss the 
various theories respecting the time, nature, and pro- 
cesses of the resurrection, current among Christians ; 
but only to examine the Scripture statements, so far 
as they relate to the great question of human destiny 
— though I shall not refuse to notice such points re- 
specting the philosophy of the mind and affections, as 
may legitimately come into the examination. But 
the main facts to be established by the Bible testimo- 
ny, will not be affected by any theory relative to the 
time of the resurrection ; and the arguments will 
have equal weight, whether it is progressive or in- 
stantaneous at some future period ; whether it is ex- 
perienced, in its commencement, by each individual 
at the time of death, or by all at the end of the world. 

SECTION I. 

THE RESURRECTION — A MORAL AND SPIRITUAL, AS WELL A BODILY, 

CHANGE. 

The passages which treat of the resurrection to im- 
mortality, set forth two important facts in very clear 
and intelligible language. And these are, 

§ I. T%at we are clothed upon with an incorrupti' 
hie and spiritual hody^ suitable to our new sphere of 
existence. 
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The apostle, Paul, establishes this fact b/ the plain- 
est statements, in his first epistle to the Corinthians. 
The question is proposed thus : " How are the dead 
raised up ? and with what body do they come ? " 
The fact that this earthly body decomposes, and falls 
awav, after death, into the dust out of which it was 
formed, was apparent to all. It is plain that the 
spirit abandons it, no longer inhabits it, no longer 
uses it. What body, then, does it have, in the resui-* 
rection ? This Paul answers very directly, by sayin-j 
it is not this body, '^ but God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him." He gives it a body when it enters 
the resurrection world, a new body, as he gave it a 
body when it entered into ♦his world. The earthly 
body is suited to the earthly state ; and the heavenly 
body to a heavenly state. " There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body,'' ... " as is the earthy, 
such are they also that are earthy ; and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly — * and 
p.rt we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly." 

The apostle proceeils to illustrate this point from 
the natural world : " That which thou so west is not 
quickened, except it die ; and that which thou sowest, 
thou eowest not that bodv that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain." The body di(*s, and only the germ or soul of 
the grain lives, and that is clothed upon with a new 
body ; in the likeness of ihe old, to be sure, but 
created anew, out of the vitsd forces of the soil and 
the atmosphere, out of the invisible elements of air, 
water, light, electricity. S(» the earthly body dies, 
and the soul is clothed upon anew ; God giveth it a 
body fitted to its new sphere of life and activity. 
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In the second epistle to the Corinthians, Paul intro- 
duces the subject again : " For we know that it* our 
earthlv house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, (not the same house which was dissolved, not 
the old house repaired or altered, but a new building 
of God,) eternal in the heavens. For in this (ear; li- 
ly house,) we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven." Plain- 
ly, this house from heaven is a different thing from 
the earthly one already dissolved ; and the distinction 
set up between the two, is so sharp, that we cannot 
well suppose the one is to be built up out of the 
other ; or that any part of the material of the earth- 
ly body, or house, is to be manufactured, or wrought 
up into the heavenly body, or the " house from 
heaven." 

In the absence of all facts and Scriptural informa- 
tion, we abstain from speculating as to the nature of 
the resurrection body. It is enough for us to know 
that it is adapted to our heavenly estate, to our 
growth in knowledge of the divine character and at- 
tributes, as displaced in the numberless worlds scat- 
tered through the abysses of the universe. Thus fitted 
to the wants and uses of the spirit, it is of little con- 
sequence what its peculiar characteristics may be, or 
wiiether it is created in part of the old structure or 
not. The drift of the language, where the subject is 
touched, certainly seems to intimate that the *' spirit- 
ual body " is wholly a new body ; and that so far as 
the word resurrection is concerned, it implies the call- 
ing of the soul out of the earthly body, now dead, in- 
to this heavenly body, being thus exalted, or born 



210 THEOLOGY OF UNI VERSALISM. 

n»;ain, into :i higher and nobler lifo. And this leads 
10 (he other important fact indicnted by the Kew 
'J\':»< anient t^^achings on this point, which is, 

§ n. That the Hesurrrctwn i^ if moral and 
tpifihidl i liange — thi amtstasif^ or laising t//>, of 
thff Aiytif. 

'I1k5 V ord '^vdnraai g yfliich Is generally translated 
l»y th«^ English word "resurrection,'* does not neces- 
8,inlv imply, that those to whf»ni i( jefers, should be 
do.iJ. It is (»fteii used in regard to the living, and 
tan»iijs, ill its most literal definition, a rising up* or a 
hchig lifted up^ exaltaticn, as respects condition or 
inreumstances. Dr. Campbell says: " It denotes sim- 
ply, being raised from inactivity to action, or from 
obseurify to eminence, or a return to such a state, af- 
tei an Interruption. The verb anistemi has the like 
latitude of signification ; and both words are used, in 
this extent, by the writers of the New Testament, as 
well as by the Seventy. Agreeably, therefore, to 
the original import, risivg from a seat is properly 
termed anastasis^ so is awaking out of sleep, or pro- 
motion from an inferior comlition. The word is used 
in tln^ last seuBC, in Luke ii. 34." 

The j)a5sage referred to, reads thus : " Behold this 
chihl is s.?L for the i'all and rising again (^anastasis^^ 
of many in Israel :" meaning that his humble condi- 
tion w uld be a stumbling block to the Jews, who, 
for this reasr>a, would reject him ; but who would, 
nevertheless, in the fulness of time, by faith in him, 
be restored, or raised to spiritual life again, as set 
forth in Honiuns xi. 

So wlien it refers to the future life, it implies a rais- 
ing up, an exaltation, of the whole man ; not only in 
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a bodily respect, but also in a moral and spiritual re- 
spect. The resurrection is not simply being lifted 
out of the mortal into the immortal, out of the earth- 
ly into the heavenly ; but out of the imperfect into the 
perfect, out of the weakness, and frailty, and sinful- 
ness of our present estate, into the strength and 
holiness, and spiritual completeness of the future 
state. 

*' It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in incorrup- 
tion : it is sown in dishonor ; it is raised in glory : it 
is sown in weakness ; it is raised in power : it is sown 
a natural body ; it is raised a spiritual body." Now, 
supposing this language to refer to the body solely, 
it is manifest enough that it is universal in its appli- 
cation, that it is descriptive of the resurrection body 
which all are to inhabit. The apostle is not speak- 
ing of a class, but of "the dead,'* in its general 
meaning ; not of the righteous, but of all who have 
borae " the image of the earthy," which phrase can- 
not be made to mean less than all mankind. 

If, then, this language describes the resurrection 
body, it needs nothing more to show that the resur- 
rection state, is one of universal holiness and happi- 
ness ; for it would be difficult to show how a soul 
dwelling in an incorruptible, glorious, spiritual body, 
could be unholy and miserable. No soul, in such a 
heavenly habitation as is here portrayed by Paul, 
could possibly be in a moral condition, or in a state 
of suffering, represented by the word " hell." 

But it seems obvious that the language quoted has 
to do with more than the body, that it takes in the 
anastasis, or up-rising, into a higher life of the whole 
being. It is the question, both of the fact and char- 



212 THEOLOGY OF UXIVEBSALIRM. 

actcr of a fiiture life. This is evident, from the en- 
tire arpjument of the chapter. It was not simply the 
difficulty involved in the question, " With what body 
do they come ? " but whether they come at all ; 
whether, when the body perishes, anything remains. 
This was the point in dispute among that portion of 
the half pagan converts of the Corinthian church, 
who had initiated the controversy. And it is to this 
point Paul directs his reply, covering the whole 
ground of doubt and inquiry, embracing three distinct 
heads : 

1. The fact of a resurrection, or a future life, bas- 
ed on the resurrection of Christ as the proof of its 
possibility, and the pledge of its actuality and cer- 
tainty in regard to all men. 

2. The nature of the resurrection body, or the fact 
that, though the earthly body dies, that is not a diffi- 
culty in the way of the first position ; since God 
givcth to the soul, as to the various seeds, a new 
body, as it pleaseth him. 

3. The character of the future life, or the anastasis 
or exaltation of the soul, when clothed upon by this 
new body. 

These particulars, to be sure, are not logically dis- 
tributed and argued, independently of each other ; 
for, from the very nature of the subject, the thought 
of one naturally mingles with, and flows into, that of 
the others ; but the three points named, constitute 
the substance of Paul's statement of the case, as 
will be seen bv an examination of the lan^uaae em- 
plojred. 

1. " But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen ; and if Christ be not risen, 
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then is our preacliinc^ vain, and your faith is also 

vain Then they also, that are fallen asleep in 

Christ- are pcriahed^ (i. e. uro annihilated, do not live 
at all.) Win this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most mi^serable/' The arirument 
is plain — If Christ has not risen, there is no future 
existence, the dead are perished, and we have hope 
only in' this life ; and of all men, therefore, we are 
must miserable, because we endure such persecution 
and suffering in defence of the resurrection of the 
dead. '* But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that sh'pt.'* Verse 20. 
This is an established fact, and, therefore, our faith is 
not in vain. 

But, as is frequently the case with the Bible 
writers, Paul's argument, in the following verses, 
20—28, passes over from the logical fact to the moral 
accompaniments of the fact, and takes in a brief view 
of the results of this universal anastasis, or resurrec- 
tion through Jesus Christ, viz : the destruction of all 
the enemies to his reign and man's happiness, even to 
the last, which is death, and the spiritual subjection 
of all souls, even of the Son himself, to the Father, 
that God may be all in all I 

2. But if the dead live, how do they live ? Since 
this body dies, and turns to dust, " with what body 
do they come? " or what body do they inhabit in the 
resurrection life ? This is answered directly in verses 
35-38, by showing that as God gives a new body to 
the germ or soul of the grain, whose old body per- 
ishes when it is sown ; so he gives a new heavenly 
body to the spirit or soul of man, when the old 
earthly body perishes in the grave. 
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And here, again, as in the first point reviewt 1, the 
argument reaches over into the next particular ; and 
he naturally mixes up with the statement, that the 
soul will be clothed upon with a heavenly and glori- 
ous body, the necessary conclusion that it will be in 
a heavenly and glorious condition. This is shown in 
verses 42-57, as set forth in the next paragraph. 

3. ** It is sown in weakness ; it is raised in power ; it 
is sown in dishonor ; it is raised in cclorv." " The 
first man is of the earth, earthy ; the second man is 
the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are 
they also that are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly." 

That is, as Adam represents our earthly condition, 
BO Christ represents our heavenly condition ; and as 
in this life we are in the likeness of the first man, so 
in the future life we shall be in the likeness of the 
second man. For " as we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heav- 
enly ; and as is the heavenly, so are they that are 
heavenly." " The dead," not the righteous only, but 
" the dead^^ — embracing all who have departed, as 
strictly as the expression "the living," embraces all 
who remain — " shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed." 

The contrast is between the dead and the living ; 
and the word " we " shows that he is speaking of the 
race, of mankind in their continuous relation to each 
other, since he, and those he addressed, are dead 
long time ago, find the end is not yet. 

The apostle declares that, at the final consumma- 
tion ("the end " of which he had previously spoken) 
?ome would be living ; and though these would not 
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die, yet they would be changed Into the likeness of 
tlic heavenly ; or, in other words, would be clothed up- 
on with the immortal body, and the heavenly image, 
by a change equivalent to that tKrough which the 
dead pass ; leaving behind them the eartlily taberna- 
cle, and the earthly drift of character which fettered 
and held them in this life. And so the sting of 
death, which is sin, being destroyed, and death swal- 
lowed up in the victory of life immortal, all will take 
up the joyous cry, '* O death 1 where is thy sting ? 
O grave ! where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! " 

The main doctrine of Paul, in this chapter, is 
clearly and authoritatively established by the Saviour, 
in his controversy with the Sadducees ; especially 
the first and last points, which are chief in importance 
and interest. Matt, xxii., Mark xii., Luke xx. 

The Sadducees denied the resurrection, and a fu- 
ture existence, and brought the case of the woman 
having seven husbands, as an insuperable objection 
to the doctrine ; on the mistaken supposition that a 
future existence necessarily involved a continuation 
of all the social relations, and legal obligations, of the 
present. Here, then, were two points in discussion, 
two errors to be met and refuted — 

1. The denial of a future life. 

2. The assumption that the conditions of this life 
would obtain, and be perpetuated, in the next. 

These were exactly the first and third questions in- 
volved in Paul's argument, and so distinctly unfolded 
by him — resting, doubtless, upon the foundation of 
tJie Saviour's teaching on this subject. Let us then 
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proceed to examine the method of Christ's treatment 
of these errors, and the doctrines affirmed by him. 

1. " As touching the resurrection of the dead, 
have ye not read that which was spoken unto you 
by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living — for all live 
unto him." 

The force of this reply rests on the use of the pre- 
Bcnt tense. At the time the language was uttered, 
these [)atriarch8 had been dead from two to three 
Jiundrcd years, and more ; yet God says, *^ I am the 
God of Abraham," &c. Now, if they had perished, 
utterly ceased to exist, there was no propriety or 
truth in this language; for God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living ; not the God of nothing, 
but of etmething. Since, therefore, he says " I am 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob," these patri- 
archs must have been living at the time he spake 
these words, which was two hundred years after their 
earthly bodies were dead. There is, therefore, a fu- 
ture existence, another life beyond death. 

Dr. Campbell illustrates the point very happily : 
" IK we should hear one man say to another, 'I wish 
to have you iu my service, and to be your master, as 
1 am your father's and your grandfather's master ; ' 
shoulvl we not ccncludc that the persons spoken of 
were alive, and his servants at this very moment? 
And would it not be reasonable to insist, that if they 
were not living, his expression would be ' as I was 
your fiither's and grandfather's master ? ' " 

Thus did our Lord dispose of the first point, and 
as the v-a'clducces made no reply, wc may conclude 
they liad none to make. 
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2. The next point was, that the woman had been 
ihe wife of seven husbands, " Therefore, in the re- 
purrection, whose wife shall she be of the seven ? for 
they all had her." 

As remarked, the mistake of the Sadducces con- 
sisted in transferring to the future existence, the rela- 
tions and conditions of the present existence. This 
error the Saviour confutes, by a distinct annuncia- 
tion, that the future life is not like this in its condi- 
tions and circumstances ; that we are not there as we 
are here ; but changed into the heavenly likeness, 
and fitted to the character and mode of our new spir- 
itual existence. 

" Jesus answered, and said unto them, Ye do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. 
For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in 
heaven — neither can they die any more; for they 
are equals unto the angels, and are children of God, 
being children of the resurrection." 

Observe, there are two specifications made by our 
Lord : 1. Their ignorance of the Scriptures. 2. Their 
Ignorance of the power of God. 

The first refers to their ignorance of the Mosaic 
record, where God says '* I am the God of Abra- 
ham," &c., and which he quoted in refutation of 
their denial of a future life. This has already been 
explained above. 

The seoonJ infers to their ignorance of the power 
of God so to change and adapt mankind to the heav- 
enly existence, as to avoid the difficulties they had 
started retrardinop the woman with seven husbands. 

The Sadducees fell mto the common error, common 
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even in our own tirne, that there is no ehanire aftor 
death, that we cany with us into the future world, 
the feelings, preferences and eh aract eristics of this 
world ; that what we desire here, we shrdl desire 
there; and what we do here, we shall continue to 
di) there. 

All ihis the Saviour positively and plainly denies, 
and shows that such reasoning is false, that the law 
of analogy does n it hold to this extent ; because this 
life is earthly and that will be heavenly ; this life is 
in a material body, and that will be in a spiritual 
body. The difference in character and condition, in 
desires and pursuits, in the elements which go to 
make up our happiness, will be equally great. In this 
w^orld we are mortal — in that, we shall die no more. 
In this world we are men, subject to all the frailties 
and infirmities of human nature — in that world \vc 
shall be as the angels, children of God because wc 
are children of the resurrection. In this world, wo 
jire under the influence of the desires, the passions, 
the love of self, which characterize the flesli^ — in 
that we shall be freed from these, and acknowlcds^e 
t!ie love, the law and dominion of the spirit; the 
conflict between the flesh and the spirit being for- 
ever at an end. 

The expression *' children of God, being children 
of the resurrection," has immense weight in it. It is 
a direct assertion of the fact that the change wrought 
l)y the resurrection is moral and spiritual, and trans- 
forms the subject of it into the Divine likeness. The 
phrase " son of" or ''children of," is a Hebrew form 
of speech, signifying, among other things, '' in the 
likeness of,'' " similar to," " resembling:." As ob- 
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served in a previous note, we have equivalent forras, 
as a " son of temperance," to designate u temper- 
ance man ; a " daughter of charity," for a kind and 
benevolent woman ; ''sisters of mercy," &c. " Chil- 
dren of light," in the New Testament, are those en- 
lightened by the truth ; " children of the evil one," 
are wicked persons, or those resembling the evil one ; 
** children of God," are godly persons, or those in the 
likeness of God. 

Now the Saviour says that the re,surrection works 
Buch an entire change in man, so purifies and exalts 
bis soul, lift ' him so entirely out of the earthly into 
the heavenly, that he becomes, by this very anastasis 
or transformation, a child of God. Of course this es- 
tablishes the fact that the resurrection has to do with 
more than the body. It is growth to the soul, en- 
lightenment, instruction, education ; and, through 
these, the lifting it up, leading it up, helping it to rise 
up, into that spiritual perfection, that " image of the 
heavenly," reaching which it becomes the child of 
God in the highest and divinest meaningc of the term. 
Vte are children of God in this sense, being, or 6e- 
cause we are children of the resurrection ; or in 
words of the same import, to be in the likeness of th*3 
resurrection is to be in the likeness of God. 

All the other phraseology is to the same point. 
The Saviour is explicit and direct beyond mistake, 
and beyond controversy. The 3hildren of the res ir- 
rection are " equal unto the angels," they " are as 
the angels which are in heaven," or " as the angels 
of God in heaven." Now, these varied forms of ex- 
pression, are only so many ways of saying that, when 
the resurrection has completed its work on man, he 
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becomes angelic. Can anything be more conclusive 
in evidence of the fact, thai the change is a moral 
and spiritual one? that it is a result brought about b7 
moral and spiritual agencies, through which the soul 
is corrected, informed and raised up to heaven, and 
** changed into the same image, from glory to glory, 
even as bv the Spirit of the Lord," 2 Cor. iii. 18J 

SECTION II. 
" EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN ORDER." 

The language of Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. 22, is often 
quoted as proof, that (he resurrection state is not a 
state of holiness and happiness for all. " But every 
man in his own order ; Christ the first fruits, after- 
ward they that are Christ's at his ccming." This is 
supposed to imply, or teach, that there are two orders 

in the rcsurreciion beside Christ, the righteous and 
the wicked ; and that the righteous are raised first, 

and afterwards the wicked. 

"•See the subject continued in the next section. I have made no men- 
tion of the words recorded by Luke, ** accounted worthy to obtain thai 
world, and the resurrection of the dead,^* for two reasons : 1. Because 
the resurrection of all the dead is the acknowledged doctrine of the 
New Testament. 2. Because the Evangelists cuuld not have attaiched 
any great doctrinal importance to the expression, inasmuch as two, cut 
of three recording the conversation, omit it. If it was intended as a 
declaration of paiiiial resurrection, or of annihilation, or of a differcrico 
in the destiny of those raised, they would neither have forgotten it, nor 
have neglected to report it. What was the precise thought the Saviour 
may have intended to convey by the words, it is not easy to determine. 
Perhaps this is tlie idea, — Those v^rhom Go J judges worthy of a resur- 
rection, 1. e. , worth being raised from the dead; tliose having a mental 
and moral nature which gives them a title to a future existence — in a 
word, his intelligent creatures, made in his own image; in distinction 
trom the lower orders of creation. 
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But this idea conflicts wilh tlie cominon doctriDC, 
that the resurrccticn cf all the dead is siirultaneous, 
" in a moment, at the (winkling of an eye, at the last 
trump." If* the dead are all raised in the end of the 
world, at the same moment, then there is no prece- 
dence of the righteous over the wicked, in point of 
time. 

And the position is equally in conflict with the doc- 
trine of a progressive resurrection ; for if'the resur- 
rection is immediately subsequent to death, then a 
wicked man dying before a righteous man, is raised 
before him. .And so, on neither hypothesis is the 
diflference of character distinguished by a diflference 
of time in the resurrection. 

But in a matter of so much importance, it is not 
safe to trust to implications ; it is not reasonable to 
suppose the Holy Spirit would leave the truth to he 
inferred, instead of stating it in plain speech. If, in 
the resurrection, there are three orders. Firsts Christ ; 
/Seccmc?, The Eighteous; and Thirds The Wicked; 
why did not Paul, if he was guided by the Spirit of 
God, say so ? That would have put the subject at 
rest forever. It would have ended all debate and 
doubt, on the most momentous question in the whole 
range of divine revelation. If Paul had said, '* But 
every man in his own order ; Christ the first fruits ; 
afterwards, they that are Christ's at his coming ; 
and after these the wicked f then the subject would 
have been put beyond all controversy. And if it 
really be so, can we doubt, for a moment, that he 
would have stated it in this form, or in terms equally 
positive and definite ? 

But he has done nothing of the kind. He has not 
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intimated, much less asserted, that there are any 
wicked in the resurrection. He gives us onlj'- two 
orders : Christ the first fruits ; afterwards, they that 
are Christ's at his coming. If there be any others, 
he does not mention them ; and there is no informa- 
tion in regard to the matter, save what he furnishes.* 

The order of time is marked, however, by three 
distinct events, and noting these, will confirm what 
lias already been said. 1. The resurrection of Christ, 
as the first fruits. 2. The resurrection of thpse who 
are Christ's at his coming. 3. " Then cometh the 
end." 

Now, observe, that the " end " ccmes immediately 
after the raising of those called Christ's. No trans- 
action, of any kind, intervenes betwxen the second 
and third event of the series. They are represented 
as immediately consecutive, following in regular or- 
der, according to the original plan. And yet the 
common doctrine separates these two links in the 
chain of events, which the argument of Paul has 
bound together, and inserts another totally foreign, 
and in direct opposition, to the very purpose of 
that argument, viz., the resurrection of the wicked I 
As if it were possible for Paul to forget, or omit, a 
fact of such tremendous importance ; and which, if 
true, would have compelled an entire re-construction 
of the argument in this part of his Epistle I 

'Paurs expression, ^* there shall be a resurrection both of the Jysi 
and the ui.jast^'"' is simply expressive of universality, and not of moral 
character or coiier.tion in the resurrection, as he t^ays elsewhere, ** Jew 
and Gentile " ** bond and free.*' Wc have similar p .rases, as ** high 
and low," *' rich and i)uor,** "good and bad," ** wise and ignorant," 
meaning thereby ** nil men." They are used not to describe chai'acter 
but to express uni\eisality, completeness. 
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But the fact of there being only two orders in the 
resurrection, is farther confirmed by the figure which 
the apostle employs — " Christ iha first fruits.*^ The 
first fruits were gathered, at the beginning of the 
harvest, and offered in solemn form to God, with 
great rejoicings, as an acknowledgment of his good- 
ness, and of the bounty of his providence in the 
fruits of the earth. Afterwards came the general 
harvest, of which the first fruits were alike a sam- 
ple antl a pledge. Of course, if the figure of the 
apostle is well chosen, and to the point, there are but 
two orders in the resurrection ; Christ the first fruits, 
and then the universal harvest of the dead. 

This fact of the first fruits being a pattern or sam- 
ple of the harvest, is important, and still further con- 
firms the argument that there are only two orders. 
In verse 20, vve have the following : " But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first 
fruits of them that slept," or the dead of every 
condition and cliaracter — not of any particular class; 
for all d e alike, and •' as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 

Now, if we turn to Rom. xi. 13, we have the ar- 
gument complete: " It the first fruits be holy, the 
lump is also holy ; and if the root bo holy, so are the 
branches." Here the same figure is used with refer- 
ence to the final ingathering of the Jews, but the 
fact asserted is what demands attention, viz., that the 
first fruits are a specimen, a sample of the quality 
and character of the whole harvest — " if the first 
fruits be holy, the lump (" the entire mass, the whole 
harvest,) is holy." And he repeats the thought un- 
der an ad iitioiial figure : " If the root be holy, so 
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arc the branches ; i. e., the branches derive their 
character from the root out of which they ^rovv ; and 
if the root, therefore, be good, then necessarily the 
branches must be good also." 

The argument of these figures, in their application 
to the resurrection of the dead, is direct and uuan- 
Bwerable. Christ is the first fruits of the resurrec- 
tion harvest, and is holy ; therefore, we know what 
will be the quality and character of the universal 
harvest. He is the root, for in hiin is all our hope of 
a future life. We are raised from the mortal into 
the immortal, from the earthly into the heavenly, 
through him ; as the branches are developed, through 
the life of the trunk or root, into beauty, and bloom, 
and fruitage. As the branches are after the nature 
and pattern of the trunk, so are we, in the resurrec- 
tion life, after the nature and pattern of Christ. As 
we have borne the image of the earthy here, so shall 
we bear the image of the heavenly there ; for all 
shall be m.ide alive in Clirist. We may not know 
now what that imajxe is, but it is enou<xh to know 
that it is in the likeness of Christ. As John says : 
''It doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we 
know that, when he shall apf ear, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is." 1 John iii. 2. 

So the argument stands thus in proof of only two 
orders or classes in the resurrection : 

Christ is the first fruits of all the dead — if the 
first fruits be holy, the lump, cr tiie whole harvest, 
is holy — therefore, all the dead in the resurrection 
will be holy. 

If Christ be not the first fruits of all the dead, then 
there is no proof that those, of whom he is n(»t the 
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first fruits, will be raised nt all, an 1 if not raised, then 
they are perished ; and annihihiti^in, and not endless 
torment, is the result. 

These are the only lexical conclusions which can 
he based on the language of the apostle. He is en- 
tirely silent in regard to the wicked in the resurrec- 
tion ; and either there are no wicked when "the 
end " comes, or they arc not raised.' He speaks of 
those who are Christ's, but makes not the least allu- 
sion to those who are not his ; and the legitimate in- 
ference is, that there are none of this sort, but that 
all are Christ's, and Christ is God's ; and he, as the 
Father, is all in all. This is the Christian doctrine, 
and, as Home truly says : " How beautiful and strik- 
ing: is Paul's use of this fi^cure of the first fruits, in this 
most consolatory and closely reasoned chapter, in 
which he argues and Cotablishes the certainty of the 
general resurrection, irom the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and represents Christ as the first fruits of a 
glorious and universal harvest of all the sleeping 
dead:' • 

Yes ; and the very point of the argument, and the 
very truth which gives it its consolatory character, 
is the fact, that in the resurrection, when the end 
comes, the wicked will cease to be wicked, and all 

"•Db. Bloomfirld remarks, with great naivete, ** The npostle says 
nothing about those who are not Christ's, the ivirlce L'' llxactly: and 
that is good reason why we shoulJ say nothing about t!icm. It is not 
well for us to be wise above wh it i?> written in tli's matter. If the apos- 
tle harl bslieveJ thit in the resurrcstlon so ne woul I not be Christ's, 
he C(nild not have forgotten, he would not have refused to s:iy so; and 
as ho did not, the proof is conclusive a-jainst such a supposition. For 
the " resurrection to darana\ion," and awaking to *' everlasting shame 
and contempt," see chapter x. 

* Introduction, vol. iii. 288. 
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souls purified, redeemed, and exalted in Christ, will 
rejoice for ever more, in the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. And in confirmation of this view, 
we shall, in tha next section, consider the circum- 
stances under which "the end" here mentioned, is to 
come, and the time of its coming. 

SECTION III. 

•* THEN COMBTn THE ENE '' CIIRIST's SAVING POWER C0NTINUB8 

BEYOND DEATH, TO THE END. 

" Tlien Cometh the end," says Paul. 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
When cometh the end? and the end of what? 
" Then " implies a specified time, and fhe apostle 
points it out, with great precision, in the very next 
words. " Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all authori- 
ty, and power. For he must reign till he hath put 
all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
bo destroyed is death." And in the words immedi- 
ately preceding, he connects the end directly with the 
resurrection, thus : " As in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his 
own order ; Christ the first fruits, afterwards they 
that are Christ's at his coming. Then cometh the 
end." 

The end spoken of, is the end of Christ's media- 
torial reign, of his separate kingdom ai a Saviour ; 
which, at the time named, he delivers up to God the 
Father. And this is not done till all things are sub- 
jected to his spiritual rule, all opposing powers and 
authorities ; not till death, the last enemy, is destroy 
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ed, swallowed up in the victory of life immortal (and 
the last enemy implies that all other enemies are de- 
stroyed before it, as sin, ignorance, error ;) not till 
all are made alive in Christ ; or, in other words, n')t 
till the work of the resurrection is completed, and all 
are raised up into the image of the heavenly, and be- 
come children of God, by virtue of this resurrection 
change. 

Then cometh the end of Christ's work as a Saviour, 
and not till then ; then cometh the end of his king- 
dom, and he surrenders all things back into the hands 
of the Father, and God, henceforth, is all in all. 
The point to be specially noted and emphasized is, 
that the end of Christ's saving action and rule, his 
relation to the soul as Teacher and Redeemer, does 
not cease at death, but continues till after the resur- 
rection is completed ; till the last enemy, till all evil 
is destroyed. 

This once understood, the answer to the question, 
so often asked, is very plain : " If Jesus came to 
save all men from sin, and thousands die in sin, thou- 
sands die without ever having heard of him, as the 
heathen ; how can he be properly called the Saviour 
of all?" 

The mistake of those who ask this question, is in 
limiting or restricting the power of Christ, as a Sa- 
viour, to this world — in supposing that, at the death 
of each individual, his redeeming power over the soul 
ceases. There is nothing: in the New Testament to 
ju-tify this error, and the Innnruagc of Paul, just quot- 
ed, is a direct confutation of it. The power of God 
over all souls, is inlinita and endless, and no event can 
place them beyond his control. The power which 
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he has delcjrated to the Saviour, remains with him 
till the work he jrave him to do is finished ; and, cer- 
tainly, it is not finished in this life in the case of mil- 
lions of souls dying in unbelief, and ignorance, and 
sin. Consequently, this power to save, continues be- 
yond death ; continues, as Paul says, till " the end " 
Cometh, and this end, as shown, comes after the res- 
urrection and the destruction of all evil. 

The Resurrection itself, is a part of the Saviour's 
work, a most important part. Whatever the charac- 
ter of the change it works out for man, it is always 
ascribed to Christ as the agent of God. Hence we 
are said to be raised " through Christ," to be '^ made 
alive in Christ," to have the victory over death 
'' through our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. This victory 
God giveth us. It is of his power, as every thing 
else is ; the life that now is, the life to come, the soul 
itself, salvation, all we have, and all we hope for. 
But he chooses to bestow his spiritual gifts throu;^h 

Christ. He makes him the medium of communica- 
tion with us. He delegates his power to him as the 

Saviour of men, as Jesus himself repeatedly testi- 
fies ; and one special manifestation of this power is 
seen in the raising of the dead. " The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hand ; " 
" And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, 
that of all he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day." John 
iii. 35 ; vi. 39. 

So then the saving power of Jesus over the soul, 
is not limited to this world, nor is it surrendered at 
the death of the body. It has no limit but the res- 
urrection in its completeness, and to this grand con- 
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elimination it extends in all its fulness ; nay, the re- 
surrection is one of the most glorious exhibitions of 
this power ; fqr then the sting of death is removed, 
the victory is plucked from the grave (for death itself 
is dead) ; " and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain, for the former things are passed away." Rev. 
XX i. 

If it be asked, " How is Christ to save men after 
death ? " the answer is, By the same means, and in 
the same way, as before death, doubtless ; only in- 
crcas^ed in power and directness, and operating with- 
out the obstructions incident to the flesh or earthly 
nature. 

The simple truth is, all men are saved, in a greater 
or less degree, after death. The spiritual change of 
the resurrection, is necessary to the completeness and 
happiness of e'cery soul. Are any perfect here ? 
Do not even the best of men fail in many things ? 
Have we not all " come short of the glory of God ? " 
Docs not the sainted Jchn declare, that " if we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us ? " Does not Paul confess, in burning 
words, to the war between the flesh and the spirit ? 
Is any one on earth, equal to the angels of God in 
heaven ? The answers to these questions are patent 
to all, and reveal the truth and necessity of a change 
after death. 

We are not perfect, not as the angels, when we 
die, not even the greatest saint on earth ; but we 
^liall be in the resurrection. How can this be, if 
there be no change after death ? if Christ do not still 
aid and bless us as a Saviour ? And will Paul main- 
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tain his painful struggle against evil, and John con 
fcss to sin, in the resurrection life ? If not, then they 
will be so far chanG^ed after death. ' 

And this position is logically involved in all the 
creeds of the day. For example, the xxxix Articles 
of the Episcopal Church, speaking of original sin, 
pay, " This infection of nature doth remain, yea, in 
them that are regenerated,'^ If then, the regenerate 
are infected with sin in this world, one of two things 
is certain ; either they continue infected with it after 
dcaih, or they are saved from it after death. 

The Presbyterian Confession of Faith says: 
" Sanctification is throughout in the whole man, yet 
imperfect in this life ; there abideth still some rem- 
nants of corruption in every part whence ariseth a 
continual and irreconcileable war, the flesh lusting 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh. 
The imperfection of sanctification in believers ariseth 
from the remnants of sin abiding in every part of 
them, and the perpetual lustings of the flesh against 
the spirit ; whereby they are often assailed with 
temptations and fall into many sins ; are hindered in 
all their spiritual services, and their best works are 
imperfect and defiled In the sight of God." 

This being the case, if there be no salvation or 

' ••Before death, sin is only repressed — after the resurrection sin wiU 
be extenninated. Here the believer has to maintain the combat, with 
a tendency to evil still lodging in his heart, and working a perverse 
movement among his inclinations; but after his warfare in this worM 
is accomplished, he will no longer be so thwarted. The great constitu- 
fional phigue of his nature will no longer trouble him; and there will 
be the charni of a genial affinity between the purity of his heart and the 
purity ol the clement he breathes in." — Chalmer's Sermon on 9 
Feler iii. 13. 
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change after death, what is to be done with these be- 
lie veis with "remnants of sin abiding in every part 
of them ? " Are they to continue as " imperfect " in 
the future life as they are in this life ? If not, then 
tliey must be saved to that extent beyond this life ; 
and since there is no other Saviour but Christ, they 
must be saved after death through him. And thus is 
demonstrated the truth that liis redeeming agency 
does not cease at death, but takes up the soul at its 
entrance upon the resurrection world, and enlightens, 
guiiles and instructs it in divine things, till it attains 
to that perfection, purity and blessedness, described 
by the term " heaven," or by the words of Christ 
" equal unto the angels." And through this resur- 
rection change, this uplifting into the image of God, 
a.l must pass alike, differing only in degrees ; saint 
and sinner, believer and unbeliever. Christian and 
Pagan ; those who have learned the name of Christ 
in this world, and those who never heard of him till 
they passed over the boundaries into the other world. 
And this is " the end " of the work of Jesus — the 
world redeemed, and clothed in the white robes of 
purity, every wanderer restored, every fallen one 
lifted up, and the great family of God renewed in the 
Divine image in which they were created. To this 
we all shall come, through Christ and the resurrec- 
tion. And what a glorious result I with what infi- 
nite rejoicings it will be hailed by all the hosts of 
heaven ! " Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing. And every creature which 
is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and 
Buch as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard 
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I saying, Bles^sing, and honor, and glory, and power 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and untc 
the Lamb forever and ever." Eev. v. 

In the eloquent language of Athanase Coquerel, 
the distinguished Protestant preacher of Paris, and an 
able advocate of universal restoration : " What an 
affecting and majestic arrangement of the universe, 
Avhere there is a place for all ; and an immortality 
where there is an opportunity for all I These 
thoughts are so delightful and consolatory, that we 
feel constrained to regard their sublimity as one 
guaranty more for their truth. And the glory of the 
Redeemer of the world is compromised by the oppo- 
site doctrine, as much as our joy and love. To be- 
lieve in an eternal hell as well as an eternal heaven, is 
to bring to the same level the power of evil and false- 
hood, and that of goodness and truth ; it is to deny 
that virtue has an internal and irresistible force, 
which eventually will overcome evil ; it is to deny 
that truth ought to outweigh error. I ask, is it ad- 
ministering to the glory of Jesus to say to him : 
Thy redemption stops for man at the tomb ; powerful 
on this side, it is powerless beyond ; it loses itself, so 
to speak, in the dust of the sepulchre, in the night of 
death ; its efficacy lasts for the duration of human 
life only ; beyond this life, it no longer bears fruit, 
and has nothing to give. Is it not a much better 
service to the glory of His mercy to announce new 
triumphs, and to say to him : " Thou savest ever ; 
thou reignest over the living and the dead ; thy re- 
demption retains all its value through immortality ; 
thy reign in heaven at the right hand of God, contin- 
ues thy mission, in this world ; thou intercedest al- 
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ways with equal power ; thou savest always with 
squal goodness V 



ij>i 



SECTION IV. 

DEATH — RESURRECTION — SALVATION — THEIR RELATIONS TO EACH 

OTHER. 

We have already indicated, with sufficient clear- 
ness for the intelligent reader, the spiritual character 
of the agencies and processes by which the soul is to 
be raised up and redeemed in the resurrection ; but 
there are some special points which, for the sake of 
the inquirer, may call for farther elucidation and il- 
lustration. And it is necessary, in order to meet a 
supposed difficulty, often stated in the following form : 

" A change of place is not a change of character. 
To suppose that its entrance into the future world 
will affect the moral tendencies of the soul, or give a 
new direction to its dispositions, desires and aims, is 

'*' Le CnrUtianisme Experimental.^* Translated and published 
in London under the title of * Christianity; its perfect adaptation to the 
Mental, Moral and Spiritual Nature of Man,* ' 1847. This is Coquerel 'a 
great work, the sum of his philosophy, religion, and life experience; 
the last chapter of which has this title: " The Expectation of Universal 
Restoration," in which he argues the subject with eminent ability and 
learning. Later still he has published another work on this subject: 
" La Mort Second et lesyeines eterneJles^^* or ** The Second Death 
and Eternal Punishment." A single sentence more: ** my brethren," 
ho exclaims, "accept this magnificent hope of the final redemption 
of all in Christ. To the triumphs of your Divine Saviour, there lacks 
only the abolition of hell. Do not restrict His reign to the narrow 
limits of a mortal career. Make room in eternity, and give extension 
in heaven, to what is infinite in the love of Jesus." It is pleasant to 
know that the great doctrines of our faith are preached thus eloquently 
to a congregation of two thousand persons, by one of the most cclc- 
bratoxl Protestant Ministers of France — and that, too, in the heart of 
Paris, a few steps only from the very church whose heavy bell gave the 
lignal for the St. Bartholomew massacre ! 
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as reasonable as to argue that a voyage to ludia 
would change the moral character of a man, or make 
a saint of a sinner. No : the character we form in 
this life, we carry with us into the other."^ 

This objection proceeds on the ground that the in- 
terest of Christ in the soul, his relation to it as a 
Saviour, ceases with this life ; and that in the future 
world it will be left to itself without guidance, in- 
struction or assistance. But the Saviour, as shown 
already, never abandons the soul, any more than the 
shepherd abandoned his sheep when it went from the 
fold into the wilderness. He follows it in this world, 



'A comp.irison of this old school Orthodox and Unitarian philosophy 
with the following from liberal Orthodoxy, will give us one of the 
signs of the times: 

*' There is a strong tendency manifested among men at this time to 
make the other life an absolute and literal continuation of this. • Just 
as a man goes out of this world, just so he begins in the other world,* 
they say. 

If you take a seed that has ripened in Nova Zembla, and bring it into 
t!ic tropics, and plant it, it will not be what it would have been in Nova 
ZembLi, with a short growing season, and the scantiest supply of food. 
It will have, with a long summer, and an abundant supply, a growth 
to which no one would suspect that it cuuld attain, who had only seen 
it grow in the frigid zones. Many things that are shrubs in the frigid 
zones, are liigh, waving century oaks in the tropics. And so men in 
this life are in conditions which, though fitted to develope the earlier 
et iges of human growth, are not fitted to develop the full estate of that 
idea which God has expressed in the creation of man. And we may 
hope that when we bid adieu to our mortal life, we shall Iciive behind 
bome things which are necessary to the exigencies of our condition here, 
but which will not be necessary to our state there. Our imag:n.it':on, 
our reason, our aflfections, and our moral sentiments, we shall doubtless 
carry with us; but the conditions of our life will be so difterent that we 
shill be like men taken from poverty into abundance; from winter, into 
summer; from a cold climate and a frozen soil, into a soil never locked 
by ice, and skies that never know frost. Our life there shall be ampler, 
fuller, nobler than it is here."— H. IV, Beecher's Sermon on DecUK 
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anil into all worlds beyond, as a Guide, and Teacher, 
and Redeemer, till it is found and restored. 

But this objection, or the comparison it sets up, 
fails specially by falsely substituting " place," or the 
act of passing to it, for " circumstances." 

If a voyage to India would have no effect on (he 
character of a man, very likely India itself would. It 
is not pretended that the mere passage over the sea 
would effect him morally ; but most assuredly he 
ivould be affected by the new circumstances and in- 
fluences which would meet him at his coming ; by 
new associates, and customs, and manners; new esti- 
mates of virtue, new principles of action, and views 
of morality. And how abundantly was this illustrat- 
ed in the early history of the English East India 
Company. IIow completely, in many cases, were the 
men who first went out to that country, revolutioniz- 
ed in character, principles and morals. 

So it IS not the mere act of dying, or passing from 
one world to another, that we re2:ar J as affectinjr that 
change in the moral condition of the soul, which sets 
it heavenward, and turns all its impulses and aspira- 
tions toward holiness and God. But it is the mighty 
change in its circumstances, the new and powerful in- 
fluences by which it will be engirded and acted upon, 
as soon as it enters upon its new sphere of being. 

And when we consider to what extent character in 
this world is modified by, and dependent on, condi- 
tion and circumstances ; we can scarcely err in giv- 
inn^ some weio;ht to this ari^ument. 

Look at the wonderful contrasts produced in the 
Asiatic and European, the African and American, by 
the influence of geographical position, climate, the 
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soil and productions of the earth ; by modes of life, 
customs, superstitions, knowledge and social organiz- 
ation. And consider what a tremendous power over 
the moral nature, over the development of character, 
the mind and the affections, aims and enjoyments, ir 
had by education and ignorance, plenty and poverty 
kindness and neglect, virtuous and vicious compan- 
ions, the presence and absence of temptations. Look 
into the condition of the destitute and dangerous 
classes on the one hand, and, on the other hand, into 
that of those who enjoy all the privileges of mental 
and moral culture, religion, virtuous society, and a 
ready and abundant supply for all their physical 
wants. I am persuaded that any one will feel con- 
vinced by the examination, that much of our good- 
ness is due to the favorable circumstances and influ- 
ences by which we have been surrounded from our 
birth ; and that more wickedness than is generally 
supposed, is to be put down to hunger, and naked- 
ness, and uncleanness, to bad air, and bad food and 
shelter, to ignorance and evil associations. The 
apostle rightly says, " Evil communications corrupt 
good manners ; " and it is equally true that good 
communications help to reform bad manners. 

And can we estimate, then, too highly, the power 
for good over the soul which will be put in action by 
the new and wonderful circumstances in which it will 
be placed on its entrance into the spiritual world, by 
the mighty and divine influences brought to bear 
upon it? No longer seeing through a glass darkly, 
as it did when veiled within the body, it there sees aa 
a spirit, face to face, and perceives the real character 
and true relations of things. And what sudden rev- 
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elations of truth, of love, and beauty, burst upon ita 
anointed sight. The glory of God's majesty, the ex- 
cellency of his wisdom, the extent of his goodness, 
the tenderness and the love of the Saviour for man, 
the joy and the spiritual beauty of the angels, the 
blessedness and ever-increasin^r knowledge of the re- 
deemed, the boundless creation stretching out on all 
iides into the invisible, the countless starry worlds 
that lie like shining: dust under the feet of God ! 

These, and a thousand other exhibitions of divine 
power and wisdom, and a thousand other revelations 
of the Saviour's love and grace, and of the holiness 
and bliss of heaven, must, indeed, exert a mighty at- 
tractive influence on the new-born soul, lifting it up- 
ward. They will draw it toward the pure, the good, 
the beautiful, as the vapors of the earth and sea are 
drawn upward toward the sun, by the attraction of 
its genial light and warmth. 

What force there is even hero in truth, and puri- 
ty, and love. How reverent they will make us, how 
gentle and yielding, when exerting their full power 
upon us. How strongly we are drawn toward a 
really good man, even in this life, while surrounded 
by all manner of evil influences, and perverted, dark- 
ened, and hindered by our sinfulness. O, how much 
more, then, when the darkness and blindness which 
the fleshly veil puts upon our sight, are passed away ; 
when, set free from the perverting and corrupting in- 
fluences of the body, we become spirit only, behold- 
injj the infinite o-oodness of God ! 

And now let us turn to another thought connected 
with the subject. It is sometimes said, that a man 
cannot be made virtuous or holy, as a soiled garment 
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or vessel is made clean by washing ; that the results 
of conduct are not arrested by some sudden miracle, 
at death, and the soul separated from its sins, purifi- 
ed and saved, by a kind of moral chemistry, without 
any effort or Volition of its own ; that death is 
wholly a physical result, and has nothing to do with 
sin, nothing to do with salvation, which is altogether 
a spiritual result. 

It is certainly true that death has nothing to do 
with sin directly, yet the body has a great deal to do 
with it ; and as death delivers the soul from the 
body, it sets it free from the temptations of the body. 

Suppose a man falls into the sea encumbered, not 
only with his ordinary clothes, but with thick, heavy 
over-garments, his feet encased in heavy boots, and 
his hands confined in stout gloves. By great exer- 
tion and strug2;le, he succeeds in throwing these oflP. 
The getting quit of these, does not, indeed, save him 
from drowning, but it certainly puts him in a better 
condition for reaching the shore. So death does not, 
itself, bestow purity, knowledge, and happiness on 
the soul, but it certainly puts it in a better condition 
for reaching these, by freeing it from all the clogs 
r.nd hindrances of the flesh, 

Henry Ward Beech er seems to have caught the 
I rue idea: '•We shall enter upon another life divest- 
ed of many of the hindrances and incumbrances of 
this. When we pa^s from life, we shall leave behind, 
not only the body, but all that part of the passions 
and the appetites which has its function and sphere 
on account of our poor bodily condition. It seems 
to me that much that mars life is what we call in- 
firmity ; and that when we die, we leave behind ua 
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many things that we call faults, and foibles, and sins, 
as the trees shed their leaves when winter comes* 
When the body dies, Oli, how much will perish that 
is the result of the forces of those passions which 
sleep with the flesh I When we go from this world, 
how shall we be released from ten thousand things 
that belong to our physical state, and that tend (o 
hinder our spiritual development ! " * 

With regard to the observation that " the results 
of conduct are not arrested by a sudden miracle at 
death,'' we may speak more cautiously. An to the 
miracle, we need not spend words. Exj erience 
shows that, without a miracle, the results of c >nduct, 
or more properly, what would be the results 'f that 
conduct were continued, are often arrested b) influ- 
ences far less potent than death. 

Behold the triumphs of Reform in all its phases. 
Take, as an example, the man who, for years, has 
given himself up to the most reckless indulgence of 
appetite, rushing down from one depth of debasement 
to another, till he becomes degraded as a brute, and 
ferocious as a fiend. See him now, all at once, sud- 

' Independ'.nt, Dec., 1831. Clemens Alexandrinus said, neM'ly 
1700 years ago : ** Souls in their separate state, though darkened l?y 
evil passions, have yet a clearer discernment than they had whilst in 
the body, because they are no longer clouded and encumbered by rlifc 
flesh.'* Stroji.aia, Lib. vi. cap. 6. The ancient Fathers generally rii- 
derst )od the preaching to the spirits in prison, 1 Peter i:i., Iteral'v; 
and Clement and Origen both quote the passage in proof of a futuve 
uDiversal restoration. Origen believed that the souls of the goo 1, nr 
Christians, at death, go to Paradise, or the bosom of Abraham; and 
that, as they grow in knowledge, they rise to higher and higher region.**, 
till they .finally reach that state of perfection and blessedness calleil 
Heaven. Gregory Nazianzen, and others, believed they went direct^ 
ly into the presence of God. — Hagcnbach^ History o/ Doctrines, 
Sects. 77, 78, 142. 
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den as the flash of the liGjhtninjc? arrested in his 
3ourse ! A look, or a tone of the voice, a dream, a 
beautiful memory, the prayer of his childhood, the 
vision of his dead mother's sweet forgiving look, the 
remembrance of a sister's love, the face of a child, 
a strain of music, turns back the whole tide of his 
being ; and the steps that were just now going down- 
ward to hell, are turned upward toward heaven ! 

And if such slight incidents can so suddenly arrest 
the sinful and criminal, and turn the whole current of 
thought, and feeling, and purpose, into a new and 
right direction ; can death, which liberates the soul 
from the body and its temptations, be powerless in its 
influence? Is it presumption to suppose that this 
great event, which changes the condition, and all the 
outward relations of the spirit, and opens for it a new 
era of existence, will arrest its evil tendencies, and 
exert a mighty moral influence upon it ? I think a 
just and intelligent philosophy would predict precise- 
ly such a result on inductive principles. 

And let us not be deceived by any false ideas of 
forcing the soul into the right, or violating the laws of 
its spiritual constitution, by turning it to God. The 
new influences acting upon it in the resurrection, 
may affect it more powerfully, and more quickly im- 
part to its desires and affections, a right direction, 
than while in association with the body ; but it will 
be in perfect accord with the nature of the soul, with 
the laws of its being, and with its volition and free- 
dom. We believe in no violation, or forcible sus- 
pension of these. Jesus will work out the redemp- 
tion of the soul in the resurrection, by the same 
agencies which he employs here. He will not save 
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by " mechanical " forces or means, but by such 
means as shall address themselves to the natural con- 
ditions and elements of the spiritual being. 

The growth of a plant may be hastened by an in- 
crease of light and heat, or by a more favorable loca- 
tion, or fitting soil. And the same result may be 
obtained by a peculiar dressing of the soil, or by an 
increase of electricity supplied to the earth and 
plant. But all this is in perfect harmony with the 
radical nature and laws of the plant ; nay, could not 
be at all, if it were not so. Whatever sudden in- 
crease of growth or productiveness is attained, is the 
consequence of more favorable circumstances adapted 
to the existing capacities, structure, and wants of the 
plant. 

So with the soul, in the resurrection. It is 
brought into more favorable circumstances, and its 
growth is more rapidly set forward by a great and 
sudden increase of spiritual light and heat ; but in 
perfect harmony with its nature, the laws of its 
structure and development, and the capacities with 
which it was originally endowed. The germ of all 
the soul will attain to, and enjoy, in the future life, is 
doubtless within it now and here. The more genial 
clime of the spirit world will only quicken and de- 
velop it. 

There is a pleasant passage from Mountford, illus- 
trating this truth : " Look out of the window, at the 
garden. It is very beautiful. But what was it last 
Christmas, when barrenness, and cold, and death, 
reigned every where, over garden, and field, and for- 
est ? And yet nearly all you now behold was at that 
time existent under the soil. There lav latent in the 
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hard black clods of earth, all the gracefulness of 
those plants, the shady foliage of the trees, every 
flowery perfume, the lusciousness of the grape and 
the strawberry ; and all the colors of the rainbow, 
those of the rose, the polyanthus, the daflbdil, the 
daisy, the violet, and the acanthus, together with all 
the sweetness and the attractiveness of the whole 
ecenc. Three months sunshine and rain have foster- 
rd, out of dead earth, all this beauty and abundance ! 
liut rain and sunshine, what are they, as agents com- 
pared with holy influences like those which the 
Father Almighty can exert upon the soul of man! " 

Need we, then, when we see these wonders of re- 
newal, in the natural world, wrought out by such 
simple agencies, need we doubt the final restoration 
of the soul to God ? Can we doubt his resources, 
his power to renew it again in its first love, in the 
glory of its primeval state ? Can we imagine a beau- 
ty of holiness, an excess of bliss, too great for the 
resurrection state ? too great for the soul's glad sum- 
mer to realize ? 

And when we see the simplicity of method and 
means by which God works in the natural world, and 
freshens the earth into beauty and abundance ; shall 
we suffer any vain and blind philosophy to deceive us 
with the idle assertion that this doctrine makes the 
resurrection only a kind of moral chemistry, and the 
salvation of the soul a deliverance and purification as 
by miracle ? In the presence of the great restora- 
tion of Nature in her spring-time, does a like renew- 
al in the spiritual world, look impossible or unphilo- 
Bophical ? I do not say " unscriptural," because, as 
we have seen, the Gospel authoritatively annomces 
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fhis glorious consummation as the eternal purpose of 
God, and the end, and the crowning triumph, of 
Christ's mission. 



In the preceding chapters, we have presented the 
leading doctrines of the Theology of Universalism, in 
their natural and consequential relations. We have 
endeavored to show how they link into each other, 
and unite in a complete system ; beginning in the 
original purpose and plan of God, embracing the ar- 
gument from the Divine character and perfections, 
the object of the Saviour's mission, the nature of his 
Kedemption, the oflSce of the Holy Spirit, the New 
Birth of the soul, the glory and blessedness of the 
Immortal Life ; and ending in the final restoration 
and exaltation to this life of all mankind through 
Jesus Christ. 

These doctrines are coincident with the entire drift 
of Divine Revelation ; they constitute the substance 
and meaning of the Gospel, and alone give to the 
mission of the Son of God, its true dignity and value. 
In themselves, they are a system of Divinity. They 
complete the argument in relation to human destiny, 
and the ultimate results of the government of God 
on earth ; and establish the ever-blessed and beauti- 
ful truth, that the good of Man and the glory of 
(iod are one and inseparable. 

But m conducting the inquiry thus far, we have 
avoided all side issues, all discussions of collateral 
doctrines, for the express purpose of carrying the ar- 
gument forward, without interruption, from its start- 
ing point in the primal purpose of God, to its logical 
conclusion in the final restoration and perfection of 
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mankind. Consequently, we have omitted all polemi- 
cal reference, not absolutely in the line of reasoning 
pursued, to the doctrines of Judgment, of Eewards 
and Punishments specially as such, of Eepentance 
and Forgiveness, the Divine Law and its Penalties, 
Damnation, Everlasting Punishment, Hell, &c. ; re- 
serving them for separate consideration, as collateral 
proofs, and illustrations of the main argument. 

These subjects, which embrace a wide range of in- 
quiry, and exposition, will receive attention in the 
chapters which follow. And the reader will not only 
find that the teachings of the Bible on these points, 
do not contravene the argument of the preceding 
chapters ; but as intimated, it will be a pleasing sur- 
prise to him, if he has not investigated the subject 
before, to find how perfectly they harmonize with, 
and how thoroughly they confirm, the crowning doc- 
trine of Universal Redemption. This will especially 
appear in the several expositions of the doctrines 
concerning Judgment, the Divine Law, Kewards 
and Punishments, &c. They will discover the man- 
ner in which all these great facts and principles of the 
Divine Government, converge upon the single point 
of the final abolition of all sin and suffering, and the 
everlasting reign of holiness and happiness through- 
out the universe. And at the close of the invcstiira- 
tion, he will, perhaps, take up the saying of the an- 
cient people, with a larger and more glorious mean- 
ing : '^ The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our 
Lawg ver, the Lord is our King ; he will save us." 
L<^a. xxxiii. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE OF JT7D0MENT* 

The word Judgment is used with a variety of si g 
nifications in the sacred writings. 

1. As descriptive of the Laws or CommandnienU 
of God to the Jews. After statutes and laws were 
given to the people, Moses said to them : " Where- 
fore, it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these 
judgments^ and keep, and do them," &c. Deut. vii. 

2. As descriptive of Punishment. "My sword 
shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people 
of my curse to judgment. ^^ Isaiah xxxiv. 

3. For Justice. " There is no judgment in their 
goings." Isa. lix. " Ye pay tithes of annis, cum- 
min and mint, but have omitted the weightier matters 
of the Jj^w^ judgment^ mercy, and faith." Matt, xxiii. 
" Princes shall vvXem judgment. ^^ Isaiah xxxii. 

4. As descriptive of Governments or Itule over a 
people. '^ Then all the elders of Israel came to Sam- 
uel, and said unto him. Behold, thou art old, now 
mnke us a king to judge us like all the nations." 
I Sam. viii. " Sampon judged Israel twenty years." 
And Paul said to Felix (Acts xxiv. 10,) " Foras- 
much as thou has been of many years, a judge of this 
nation^'^ &c. Felix was governor of the Jews. In 
the same sense we find it used in Psalm Ixvii. 4, ap- 
plied to Jehovah. " O let the nations be glad, and 
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sin^^ for joy I For thou shalt judge the people right- 
eously, and govern the nations upon the earth." 

We shall proceed to consider first, the subject of 
this quotation — God judging the earth. 

SECTION I. 

COD JUDGING THE WORLD UNDER THE OLD DISPENSATION. 

Under the Old Dispensation, God is represented 
as judginj]^ the earth, or mankind, in this sense ; as 
ruling and governing the world, rewarding and pun- 
ishing, and possessing and exercising all the powers 
appertaining to a sovereign or ruler of a people. He 
is judging every day, continually employing his au- 
thority in encouraging the virtuous and obedient, and 
punishing the vicious and rebellious, all with the de- 
sign of promoting the highest usefulness and happi- 
ness of those who are thus judged or governed. 

" Thou satest in the throne judging right. The 
Lord shall endure for ever : he hath prepared his 
throne for judgment. And he shall judge the world 
in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness. The Lord also will be a re- 
fuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble." 
Psalm ix. 2-10. The use of the words "govern," 
" reign," " throne," &c., show that the term "judg- 
ment " is the synonym of " government." 

Numerous are the passages which illustrate thij^ 
important fact; such as Genesis xviii. : "Shall not 
the judge of all the earth do right?" Psalm Iviii.: 
" Verily there is a reward for the righteous ; verily 
he is a God that judgeth in the earth." Jeremiah 
ix. : " I am the Lord which exercise lovin-o: kindness. 
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judgment and righteousness in the earth." Psalm 
xcvi. lC-13 : " Say among the heathen that the 
Lord rei^rneth : the world also shall be established, 
that it shall not be moved : he shall judge the people 
righteously. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad ; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
let the field be joyful, and all that is therein. Theu 
shali all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord; 
for liC Cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth ; he 
shall judge the world with righteousness, and the 
people with his truth." 

These passages show very conclusively that, under 
the old dispensation, and in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, God is set forth as the Judge or Ruler of the . 
world, — exercieing his authority continually, reward- 
ing the righteous and punishing the wicked, here on 
the earth. Let us look at some examples showing the 
manner in which the Divine Sovereign ruled and 
judged the world i:om. day to day. 

1. Prior to the giving of the Law, 

I cannot go into particulars ; nor is it needful, since 
all readers of the Bible are familiar with the ca es. 
The blessings and rewards of obedience are illustrated 
in the lives of Abraham^ Noah^ Lot^ &c. These 
were encouraged by the direct results of faith and 
virtue ; and all men seeing the divine favor manifested 
toward them, were encouraged to follow in their 
steps. 

On the other hand, the judgment of punishment Jf> 
exhibited in the case of Cain^ the Antediluvians^ 
Sodom^ &c. These show that God was a judiije in 
the earth ; and such patent and visible retributions of 
Providence acted as warnings to the rude people of 
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tliosc ages, who must see the wicked punished ; who 
could better appreciate these than the subtle retribu- 
tions of conscience and the inner life, which went on 
out of sijjht of the world. 

II. Under the Law. 

The history of the Jews is a perfect commentary 
on the doctrine that God judgeth in the earth. This 
people enjoyed great favors when obedient, and were 
punished when disobedient ; and their annals furnish 
abundant evidence of the manner and nature of the 
divine judgment under the Law, showing that " the 
righteous are recompensed in the earth," also " the 
wicked and the sinner." Prov. xi. The whole mat- 
ter is set out in detail in Deuteronomy xxviii. 1-9, 
58-09. 

Tiius it is proved that, in the words of Paul, ^'^ every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recom-' 
pense of rcward^^^ Ileh. ii. 2; or as Jehovah himself 
expresses it, " According to their way and doings I 
judged them ^^^ — past time. Ezekiel xxxvi. 19. 

III. The Heathen. These were governed or judged 
by the unwritten law of conscience^ as seen in the 
Epistle to the Romans ii. 14, 15: " For when the Gen- 
tiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these having not the law, are 
a law unto themselves ; which shew the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their conscience also bear- 
ing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accus- 
inji, or else excusing]: one another." 

Psalms vii. 11, seems to cover the whole ground 
" God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry w^ith 
the wicked every day" — i. e., every day be judges* 
the "righteous and the wicked, rewarding the one, and 
punishing the other. 
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Such was the state of things previous to the com- 
ing of Christ, the Son and Kepresentative of God. 
God, so to speak, judged the world directly by the 
law of knowledge and truth given. But when Christ 
entered on his mission, a new order of things began — 
new revelations were given, and a new kingdom 
set up. 

Jesus was sent as a spiritual king and judge in the 
place of God, for a time, for a specific purpose. 
Hence he says, " All power is given me in heaven 
and in earth." Matt, xxviii. 18. And again, ''The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment to the Son, that all men should honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father." John v. 22. 

From this it is seen that, on and after the establish- 
ment of the gospel kingdom, Jesus is recognized as 
King, Judge or Ruler of the world ; and hence he 
says, "For judgment I am come into t is world," 
(John ix. 39) — i. e., to rule and govern the world 
by the laws and principles of the gospel, rewarding 
and punishing, encouraging and correcting, till all 
shall be brought into obedience to truth and holiness. 

In concluding this part of the inquiry, it may be 
well to note, that the Gict of God's judging the world 
is regarded by the Scripture writers not as a matter 
of terror, but of rejoicing, as in Psalm xcvi. This is 
important; as generally it is considered a reason for 
fear. David, who had suffered from the judging of 
God, exclaims, " Thy judgments are right, and thou 
in faithfulness hast afflicted mc." Psalm cxix. 75. 
Again : " Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy ^ for 
thou renderest to every man according to his work." 
Psalm Ixii. 12. This is a remarkable passage. The 
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Psalmist ascribes mercy to God, because he judges 
every man according to his works, the righteous and 
the wicked I How different these views of David 
respecting the coming of God to judgment with every 
man, compared with the views entertained by most 
Christians on the same subject. While they preach 
terror, he calls upon all the world to rejoice. 

This mingling of severity and goodness should fill 
us with confidence in the beneficent issues of all his 
judgments; and the promise of the after peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, should fill us with gratitude 
toward him who, even in his punishments, seeks our 
eternal welfare. 

Nothing is more important than right faith and 
right feeling on this point. Nothing will contribute 
po much tow.ard that spirit of reverent obedience, that 
tender affection and child-like trust toward God, 
which it is the aim of the Gospel to inculcate in every 
human heart. Never let us sink the Father in the 
Judge or the Lawgiver. Never let us forget that in 
all he does, God seeks our good; and so we shall 
be the more likely in all we do to seek his glory. 

And we must keep in mind, also, that under the 
new dispensation, as well as under the old, all power 
resides in God; and that though now Christ judges 
the world, he judges by virtue of authority given 
him of the Father, and administers the government 
according to the principles laid down by the Father. 
Hence He says : " I can of mine own self do nothing. 
As I hear, I judge ; and my judgment is just, be- 
cause I seek not mine own will, but the will of the 
Father which hath sent me." John v. 30. 
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SECTION II. 

CHRIST JUDGES THE WORLD UNDER THE NEW DISPENSATION. 

In the previous section we considered the Scrip- 
tural doctrine of Judgment, as significant of rule or 
government, including the administration of rewards 
and punishments ; ending with the announcement of 
the important fact of the appointment of Christ, the 
Son of God, as Judge or Ruler of the world under 
the new or gospel dispensation. 

We have seen the great truth fully established by 
Scripture, that God judged the world every day, 
rewarding the righteous and punishing the wicked. 

Of course, if the world under Christ or the gospel 
is to be governed or judged according to a new set 
of laws or principles, we shall be notified of this in 
the outset. If, instead of ruling or judging by 
present rewards and penalties, the whole matter is to 
be postpone<l to the end of the material world, or of 
Christ's reign, we shall certainly be told of so im- 
portant a change, in the very opening of the new 
order of thincrs. 

This, however, is not done : there is not a word in 
relation to it I If such a momentous revolution took 
place, we are not informed of it. 

Now, suppose a king or governor should suddenly 
change the whole order of proceedings in regard to 
criminal matters ; the laws, penalties, the time and 
place of trial and punishment, and the entire consti- 
tution of government itself; — suppose, instead of pro- 
tecting life and property, and securing the rights and 
safety of virtuous and peaceful citizens, and punish- 
ing law-breakers and criminals immediately on com- 
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mission of the offense, he should leave every Ivind of 
crime and wickedness to go unpunished, and excuse 
himself by saying that he had appointed a day at 
the end of twenty years for adjusting all these mat- 
ters, rewarding the good and punishing the bad ! 
Suppose this; and not to say anything of the ab- 
surdity and folly and injustice of such a government, 
would he not be bound morally, and by every con- 
sideration of equity and honor, to notify his subjects 
of so great and vital a change ? Yes^ is the uni- 
^ersal answer. But neither God, nor Christ, give 
any notice of such a change as this. God nowhere 
announces that, having for 4000 years tried the plan 
of continuous rewards and punishments, and found it 
9 failure, henceforth he will leave every one to do 
as he pleases, till the end of the world. The Scrip- 
ture is wholly silent in regard to such a sudden and 
mighty contrast between the Old and New Dispensa- 
tions ! This could not be, if such a change in the 
spiritual government or judging of the world had 
taken place under Christ. And there can be no 
stronger presumptive proof possible against the com- 
mon church doctrine, than this entire siknce on the 
part of God just at the time when, of all others, we 
have every reason to suppose he would have spoken 
in the most distinct and positive manner. 

Let ua now turn to some of the more important 
particulars of this judgment of the world by Christ. 

§ I. The time and place of Chrisfs judgment — 
when the judgment day began. 

We must not forget the true import of the term 
'•judgment," — namely, that of rule or government, 
sometimes rewarding and sometimes punishing, ac- 
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wrding to the conduct of the subject. Felix was 
the judge or governor of the Jews, and Samson 
judged or ruled Israel twenty years. So Christ judges 
the world, ruling according to the laws of the spirit- 
ual kingdom which the Father gave him. 

And now, when did this judgment begin ? The 
following testimony will show : •' I saw in the night 
visions, and behold one like the Son of man came in 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
days, and they brought him near bef.re him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom^ that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him : his dominion, is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not paes away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed" Dan. vii. 13, 14. 

Here we see the inauguration of the Son of man 
as the spiritual Ruler of the world, and the nature of 
the dominion given into his hands by the Ancient of 
days. And this, of course, took place at the time of 
the abolition of the Old Dispensation, respecting 
which we are abundantly certified that it was accom- 
plished when the city and temple were destroyed, the 
daily sacrifice taken away, and the Jewish State and 
Church utterlv abolished and disowned of God. Pro- 
fessor Bush, a well-known and distinguished Biblical 
scholar and critic, says : — 

" We deem the evidence decisive, that this economy 
of 'judgment ' was to commence synchronically with 
that predicted ' coming ' of Christ which is so splen- 
didly set forth in the vision of Daniel, where the Son 
of man receives his kingdom from the Ancient of 
davs. But let it be borne in mind that this ' coming 
of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven," an- 
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Qounced by Daniel, is precisely the same ccming with 
that announced by our Saviour in the Gospels, espe- 
cially Matt. xvi. 27, 28 : ' for the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels ; and 
then he shall reward every man according to his 
works. ' Verily I say unto you, there be some stand- 
ing here which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.'' So again, 
Matt. xxiv. C4 : ' Verily I say unto you, this genera- 
tion shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.' 
So also, Matt. x. 23 : ' Verily I say unto you, ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the 
Son of man be come.' 

We hold it to be utterly impossible, upon fair 
canons of interpretation, to divorce these predictions 
of Daniel and of Christ from a joint reference to one 
and the same coming, and that, too, a coming that 
was to be realized in its incipient stages at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Wc are satisfied, indeed, that 
that event did not exhaust the import of this preg- 
nant prophecy. We doubt not that it embraces a 
grand series of events — a dispensation, in fine— ex- 
tending through the lapse of hundreds of years, down 
to the period when the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 
I»ut the commencement of this train of occurrences 
is to be dated from the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Then it was that the ' great judgment ' commenced, 
because then the ' kinrxdcm of the Messiah ' took its 
cpen and manifei>icd rise.''' 

^ Bush on the "Resurrection," p. 285. Lee, in his late work on 
* Eschatology," t ikes the sine view: ** He begins the work of judg- 
ment when he receives his kingdom. ** p. 124. 
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Here, then, we have an important point established, 
viz: that the judgment day of Christ began with 
tl)e opening of his kingdom. And one of* the first 
and most momentous displays of his authority is ex- 
hibited in the puni.^hment of the Jews and the ene- 
mies of the truth, as set forth in the parable of the 
sheep and goats ; at the same time bestowing the re- 
ward of life and peace on his faithful disciples. 

I'his was the opening scene of Christ's kingdom, of 
his judgment or government of the world; and this 
judgment has been going on from that day to this, 
progressive, continual, and it will go on till ho sur- 
renders back again to God the kingdom and power 
whicii he received from him. It is in this fact — that 
the gospel day, or the period of Christ's reign, is the 
judgment day in which every one is rewarded accord- 
ing to what he does, whether good or bad — that we 
finl the key to many important passages. 

Paul says, Kom. vi. 23 : " The wages of sin is 
death." " Wages " signifies the " daily pay " of a 
Koman soldier. This is the literal meanins: of the 
Greek word. So the sinner is represented as receiv- 
uig daily his pay for the evil he does — not as re- 
prieved to end of life, and then receiving it all at 
once. 

To this point also is Acts xvii. CO, 81 : " He hath 
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by that man whom he hath or- 
dained," &c. " The verb estesen does not signify 
appoini with reference to the future, but establish at 
present. So that the text dees not assert that God 
has appointed a future day when he will judge the 
world, but that he has constituted or established a 
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court at which he is now ready to judge tl:e W(a'ld 
by Jesus Christ — 'all nations' (Matt. xxv. o'2.) 
And this is given as a reason why God now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent." ^ 

The day referred to is the gospel day of judgment, 
the time of Christ's government on earth : " a king 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the carth^^ Jer. xxiii. 6. The word 
" day " is often used to designate the period of 
Christ's rule, as in Isaiah xi. 6-9 : " And the spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might — 
and with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth — and 
the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, &c., for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord — and in that 
day there shall be a root of Jesse, to it shall the Gen- 
tiles seek." And so in chapter xxv., after that beau- 
tiful description of the gospel judgment or rule end- 
ing with the words, " and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces," then follows this : " And 
in that day^ it shall be said, ' Lo, this is our God ; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us.' " 

These are beautiful descriptions of the day in which 
Christ shall reign and execute judgment in the earth; 
that glorious era of which the Saviour speaks : 
" Abraham rejoiced to see my day^ and saw it, (with 
the eye of faith,) and was glad." John viii. 56. 

And in view of these facts, what new significance 
attaches to the words which he uttered when he en- 
tered on his appointed mission — ^'' Now is the judg- 

»LiiE'8 *' E.-ch;itulogy," p. 128. 
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ment of this world ; now is the prince of this world 
cast out," (John xii.) — i. e., error and sin (represent- 
ed under the figure of a Prince ruling the world,) 
are now to be cast out by the power and truth of 
the gospel, and the judgment or reign of righteous- 
ness is to begin, under the Prince of Peace, whom 
God hath appointed to rule the world in equity. 

Accordingly, we find Peter (Acts x. 42) aflSrming 
that he and his fellow disciples were '' commanded t j 
preach unto the people, and testify that it is he which 
was ordained of God to be Judge of the quick and 
dead" — i. e., those quickened into spiritual life by 
the truth, and those still dead in trespasses and sins. 
And as to the time, he is very explicit in his first 
Epistle, (iv. 5,) where he speaks of the disobedient 
and wicked '' who shall give account to him that is 
ready to judge the quick and the dead." Meady^ 
1800 years ago ! And this was written a few years 
only before that opening scene described in Matt. 
XXV — when, the old dispensation abolished, the judg- 
ment or government of the new dispensation com- 
menced under the Lord Christ. 

After what has been said thus far, respecting the 
time of the judgment by Christ, involving as it does 
the nature of it, nothinj]^ is needed in rcjxar! to the 
where or place of the judgment. Still, a few testimo- 
nies may be put in here to confirm the argument of 
time. 

We saw that under the old dispensation God is de- 
clared to be a God that judgeth in the earth. Now 
we may repeat of the^Zace, what was said of the gen- 
eral principles involved in the divine administration 
of justice. If the place of judgment or rule was to 
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be, under the new dispensation, transferred from tliia 
world to another, surely we should be informed of it 
in the clearest terms in the very beginning of the new 
order of things. But here, also, profound and per- 
fect silence is maintained — not a word in regard to 
it. The fair conclusion from this is, that r.o chancre 
was inaugurated. And the nature of the judgment 
demonstrates this, as well as direct testimony. 

The passage once before cited, is to this point : 
*^ Behold the days shall come, saith the Lord, that I 
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earths Jer. xxiii. 5. So Isaiah 
xlii. 1-4 : " Behold mine elect. I have put my 
spirit upon him : he shall bring forth judgment to 
the Gentiles (or the nations). He shall not cry, nor 
lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets : 
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment 
in the earthy and the isles shall wait for his law." 
And the Saviour distinctly si«ys : " For judgment I 
am come into thin world." John ix. S9. 

And this is the thing which needs to be believed 
of all men, and to act on their daily life, viz : that 
the judgment of Christ is present, continuous, and 
ever operative. It is not confined to one event, as 
the destruction of Jerusalem ; but extends through 
th3 entire gospel day, rewarding and punishing every 
man according to his works, until the kingdom is re- 
turned to God. 

Every joy of the good man, the approval of con- 
science, the security of obedience, the strength of 
prayer, the peace of virtue, the triumph of faith, the 
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fellowship of the Holy Spirit, on the one hanJ,— 
and, on the other, every woe of the wicked, the 
pangs of conscience, the sting of remorse, the agony 
of fear, the perpetual unrest of guilt, and every form 
of evil consequent on sin, is, each in itself, a proof 
that now is the judgment of this world ; that this 
present time is the judgment day of Christ, '' the 
day,'' declared of Paul (Rom. ii. 10) " when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, ac" 
cor din J to the gospel. ^^ 

xind this point the reader will find abundantly il- 
lustrated and confirmed, in the chapter on the Re- 
wards of Righteousness, and the Punishments of Sin, 
virhich follows this. He will see how the moral and 
spiritual constitution is constructed of God, with ex- 
press reference to this continuous judgment of " the 
secrets of men ; " so that nothing hidden from the 
world, whether good or evil, can fail of its just recom- 
pense before the universal judge. He will discover 
the all-important truth that man carries in his own 
soul, his heaven or his hell, accordingly as he is 
faithful or unfaithful, righteous or wicked. 

And this brings us to the question which naturally 
finds place here, which the preceding facts suggest 
to every inquiring mind : How does Christ judge 
the world in accordance with the views cet forth in 
this argument ? Is the judgment epiritual, or literal 
and personal V Taking the Scriptures as guide, we 
will endeavor to £;nswer this in what follows. 

§ J. The judgment is spiritual^ and not literal ; or^ 
m other words, it is hy the truth, hy the Gospel^ and 
not in person. 

That this h the case, is evident alike from the na- 
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ture of the judgment, and from his own words. The 
judgment day, as we have seen, is the time of the 
gospel reign on earth, yet Christ is not here in per- 
son. "iVbto is the judgment of this world," he says, 
and yet we knovv he is not in this world personally. 

It is through the power of his doctrines, and his 
divine life, that he is judging or ruling the world, ap- 
proving the good, and condemning the bad — not hy 
personal judgment. 

But his own testimony will settle this question to 
the satisfaction of all : " If any man hear my words, 
and believe not, I judge him not ; for I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world. He that re- 
jecteth me, and rcceiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him ; the word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day." See John xii. 
46-50. 

That is, not in person, of my own authority, but 
by that word of truth and righteousness, that gospel 
of salvation, which I received of the Father. This 
is the spiritual law and power by which every man 
will ba judged in the last day ; i. e. the gospel day. 

The " last day " is applied to the gospel day, be- 
cause the Christian dispensation is final, to be suc- 
ceeded by no other in the judgment or government 
of the world ; because in it the purpose and plan of 
salvation is completed. 

h\ this judgment day of the gospel, all are to ap- 
pear at the bar of truth, and, tried by the word of 
God and Christ, to be dealt with according to their 
actions, and the character of their lives. Paul says : 
'' We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the things done in 
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his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
he good or bad." 2 Cor. v. 10. Observe, carefully, 
that the passage says we are to receive both for the 
good we do, and for the bad, when we appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ ; but do thoee who believe 
in a future general judgment, believe also that, at 
that time, Paul is to receive for his eviL as well 
as his good ; for his persecutions, as well as his mis- 
sionary labors ? And are sinners also to receive for 
their good, as well as their bad ? for all do some 
good, and many of them do a great deal in the years 
of a life time. 

Now, while the doctrine of a future general judg- 
ment denies this manifest teaching of the passage, 
the view of judgment we present, provides for the 
very thing here asserted, viz : that every one, saint 
and sinner, shall receive for both the good and bad 
done. And daily observation confirms the truth of 
this position. Good men sometimes do wrong, and 
suffer ; while bad men sometimes do good, and are 
rewarded for it. 

The expression "judgment seat," is figurative ; 
just as we often say " the bar of public opinion," or 
" the judgment seat of conscience." That it is in 
this world, is evident ; for the prophet distinctly says, 
he " shall execute justice and judgment in the earth.^^ 
Jer. xxiii. Of course, the "judgment seat" is where 
he executes judgment — in the earth. ' 

- The exposition given above will be confirmed by reading the passage 
without the words in italics, which are not the words of Paul, but of 
■»ur translators, who supplied them to make out what they thought the 
Bense of the pas&ige. Leaving them out, the verse reads thus : ** We 
must all appaar before the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may 
receive the things in body, according to that which he hath done, 
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In tins spiritual judgment of tlie world hy lila 
truth or the* gospel, the Saviour speaks of his disci- 
pics as being associated v. ith him : " Verily I say 
unto you, that ye which have followed me in the re- 
generation, (i. e. the work of regenerating or renew- 
ing the world by his truth,) when the Son of man 
shall sit on the throne of his glory, (i. e. enter on his 
government after the abolition of the Law dispensa- 
tion,) ye also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." " By the apostles sitting 
on thrones judging the tribes," says M'Knight, 
" may be understood their ruling the Christian 
church by the laws of the gospel, which the Master 
inspired them to prejich." What Christ says, there- 
fore, by tins passage is, that as they preached his 
truth, so they should be associated with him in the 
governmeiit or judgment of the world by that truth. 

Correspondent to this, the prophet Daniel (vii. 21, 
22,) says : " The Ancient of Days came, and judg- 
ment (rule) was given to the saints of the Most 
High ; and the time came that the saints possessed 
the Icingdom,^^ 

So Paul says (1 Cor. vi. 1,) " Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the world ?" i. e. direct, 
regulate, govern, by the justice and holiness of their 
lives, and by the wisdom of their teaching and doc- 
trine. So all good men reign with Christ, judging the 
world, its good and its evil ; encouraging and ap- 
proving the one, and condemning and rebuking the 
other. 

whether good or bad." This makes quite a different thing of it, and 
illustrates the very ar*rument in hand, by declaring that we must re- 
ceive in the ioily for the good and evil we have done; not thnt we must 
receivt out of the Loi/y, tor the things that we have done iri the body- 
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I come now in conclusion, to speak of wliat, per- 
haps, may be regarded as the most important feature 
of our inquiry, viz : 

§ III. The End and Results of Chrisis judgment 
of the world. 

The day of judgment be'^an with, and is the day 
of, Christ's mediatorial reign ; and it will end when 
that reign is finished, and the kingdom delivered up 
to the Supreme and Universal Sovereign and Lord. 

The result of this judgment, or reign of Christ, 
will be revealed in the final destruction of all error 
and sin, and of every evil thing ; in the restoration 
of all intelligences to God, and the universal preva- 
lence of spiritual harmony, love, and holiness. This 
is the grand consumma.ion, when Christ " shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and be satisfied.'* 

To this prophets and apostles continually allude ; 
and of this glorious issue. Gospels, and Epistles, and 
Apocalypse, make mention in glowing phrase, in 
words of beauty and of power. A few citations will 
show this. 

The Saviour himself has, with singular felicity, as- 
sociated this judgment of the world and its results, 
in one sentence. " Now, is the judgment of this 
world ; now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out : and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what 
death he should die." John xii. 32, 33. Here the 
connection and dependence of the two facts or truths, 
is perfect. Christ says, that now he will judge or 
govern the world by his truth and grace ; and so 
govern it as to cast out the spirit of disobedience and 
sin, V7hich, as a prince or despot, rules ia the hearta 
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of men ; and finally through the power of Ins death 
on the cross, the power of his atoning love, draw 
ALL MEN unto him I Such, he declares, is to be the 
result of his judgment, his spiritual rule — the recon- 
ciliation of all souls through him, to God I Glorious, 
indeed. 

To the same end is the witness of Paul, in 1 Cor. 
XV. 24-28. " For he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet, and the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed, is death, .... then shall the Son also 
himself be subject to him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in alL" Thus we see thai 
Christ is to judge or rule the world, until every ene- 
my of man, even to the last, which is death, is de- 
stroyed. Then shall all souls, subdued to the Sa- 
viour by the power of his truth and love, brought 
into harmony with his law and his spirit, acknowledge 
him as Lord and lledeemer. And when this is ac- 
complished, then, no longer retaining his authority 
since the saving purpose, for which he received it, is 
complete, he surrenders the kingdom back again into 
the hands of the Father, and God is all in all I 

It is very pleasing and instructive to note how per- 
fectly the Ancient Universalist Fathers agree with us 
of to day, in their interpretation of this and other im- 
p(»rtant passages declarative of this sublime conclu- 
sion of the Saviour's reign. The following, on the 
above text, (1 Cor. xv. 22-28,) will illustrate this. 
It is from Gregory, Bishop of Nysea (A. D. 3G4) : 
*' What, therefore, is the scope of St. Paul's disserta- 
tion in this place ? That the nature of evil shall at 
length be wholly exterminated, and divine, immortal 
goodness embrace wi hin itself every rational crea- 
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lure ; so that of all who were made by God, not one 
shall be excluded from his kinordom. All the vicious- 
ness, that like a corrupt matter is mingled in things, 
shall be /dissolved and consumed in the furnace of 
purgatorial fire ; and everything that hath its origin 
from God, shall be restored to its pristine state of 

purity When, therefore, the dominion of sin 

within us shall be entirely overthrown, everj thing 
must, of course, be subject to him who rules over all ; 
because there can be no opposing inclinatic n in ttic 
universe. Now subjection to God is perfect and ab- 
solute alienation from evil. Wherefore, when we all 
shall be freed from sin, and perfectly assimilated to 
Christ, our first fruits, and made one uniform body 
with him, then what is called the subjection of Christ 
is, in reality, accomplished in us ; and because we 
are his body, our subjection is attributed to him who 
eflfected it in ourselves. It is manifest that here the 
apostle declares the extinction of all sin, saying that 
God will be all in all. For God will be truly all in 
all, only when no evil shall remain in the nature of 
thing s^ 

Origen (A. D. 230,) says, on the same passage : 
" What, then, is that subjection with which all things 
must be subdued to Christ ? I think it to be that with 
which we ourselves desire to be subdued to him ; and 
with which the apostles, and all the saints who have 
followed Christ, have been subdued to him. For the 
very expression, subjected to Christy denotes the sal- 
vation of those who are subjected; as David says: 
* Shall not my soul be subjected to God ? for from 
him is my salvation.' Ps. Ixii. 1. So the great va- 
riety of characters, and difiFerent orders of beings 
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which now exist, will, through the goodness of God. 
their subjection to Jesus Christ, and the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, be finally restored to one and the same 
state." ^ 

And it is this view of subjection which enables us 
to see the force of the declaration : " Wherefore God 
hath also highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name ; thafc at the name of 
Jesus every knee should how^ of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and eve^ 
ry tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." Phil. ii. 9-11. 

What a witness this, to the beneficent and bliss- 
ful results of the Saviour's judgment of the world 
by the word of his truth, and the spirit of his right- 
eousness. How should all men rejoice that Jesus is 
our Judge, our Euler, our Prince ; that we are sub- 
ject to his authority, and that finally, with songs of 
gratitude and praise, we shall be subject to his law of 
holiness. 

SECTION III. 

THE JUDGMENT AFTER DEATH. 

The object of the apostle, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, is to show the superiority of Chiist and the 
Gospel, over Aaron and the Law. See chapters viii. 
and ix. 11-14. 

In these passages, and in many others, the apostle 
shows the law was only the shadow of good things 
to come ; and that its sacrifices, which were only for 

' Tract, in dictum Apostolic ** Tunc etiam ipse Filius subjicere- 
tiir,'* ^c; and Okiqen's De Principiis, Lib. i. cap. 6, 
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a tiire, were set aside by the great offeriDg of the 
Universal Eedeemer. 

The passage in review (ix. 27, 28,) furnishes one 
of the illustrations or arguments on this head : 
'* And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment ; so Christ was once oiFered to 
bear the sins of many ; and unto them that look for 
him shall appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation." 

1. What Men? This is usually quoted "all 
men ; " but it is not all men, but particular men, of 
whom the apostle is speaking. Very strangely, if 
it was unintentional, our translators have left un- 
translated, the particularizing or demonstrative word 
ill the Greek, though elsewhere they have rendered it 
into English. The same word occurs in chapter vii. 
27, and is translated " those ; '* " who needeth not 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice." 

Now, if we translate the same word in the same 
way, in the passage in hand, it puts a new face upon 
It at once, and points directly to its true interpretation. 
We should then have it thus : " As it is appointed 
unto THOSE men once to die," &c. Now then, the 
question comes up at once. What men ? The same, 
of course, that he has been talking about all along. 
The word " those " points to men already menticmed, 
the very men named in the passage just quoted from 
chapter vii. — " those high priests " who daily offer- 
ed up sacrifices ; and in ix. 6, 7, 25-28, where " the 
hiyh priest entered into the holy place every year." 
Plainly, the reference is not to all men, but to those 
men who are appointed to die in the sacrifices, '* with 
the blood cf others " for the sins of the people, 
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" every year." This brings us to the next point of 
comparison, which will abundantly confirm this posi- 
tion. 

2. What death ? " As it is appointed — so Christ 
was once offered." The comparison here is general- 
ly overlooked, and yet the little words " as " and 
*' so," are the key of the passage. Surely, all men 
are not appointed to die as Christ died, a sacrifice for 
ein^ to put away sin. But the men here named, did 
die in the same manner, or for the same purpose, 
that Christ died — ihey to put away the sin of the 
Jewish nation, and he to put away the sin of the 
world. And thus as these high priests died, so Christ 
was once offered to bear the if in of many. See verses 
7, 25, &c. 

The superiority of Christ, which is the point of 
the argument, is shown in the following particulars : 

1. The high priest sacrificed, or died, by the blood 
of bulls and goats ; but Christ by his own blood — 
one fijrurative, the other real. 

2. The high priest died every year ; Christ once 
for all. 

3. The high priest died for one nation ; Christ 
died for all nations. 

Thus was demonstrated the superiority of Jesus, 
the high priest of the world, over the high priest of 
the Jews, by three plain and conclusive arguments. 

C. WTiat Judgment ? " After this the Judgment,^'* 
It was appointed to the high priest to die sacrificially 
for the sins of the people, and after this came the 
judgment. This sacrifice was made every year, on 
the great day of Atonement. Of this let us read 
from Leviticus xvi. 29-34. " And this shall be a 
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Itatute for ever unto you : that in the seventh month, 
on the tenth clay of the month, ye shall afflict your 
souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of 
your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth 
among you : For on that day shall the priest make 
an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may 
be clean from all your sins before the Lord. And the 
priest whom he shall anoint, shall put on tlie linen 
clothes, even the holy garments : And he shall make 
an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall 
make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and for the altar : and he shall make an atone- 
ment for the priests, and for all the people of the con- 
gregation. And this shall be an everlasting statute 
unto you, to make an atonement for the children of 
Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as 
the Lord commanded Moses." 

Observe, the priest is to put on *' the holy gar^ 
ments.^^ What are these ? Let us read from Exodus 
xxviii. 4, 15, 17, 21, 29, 30. " And these are the 
garments which they shall make ; a breast-plate, and 
an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, 
and a girdle : and they shall make holy garments 
for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may 
minif ter unto men in the priest's office. And thou 
shall make the breast-plate of judgment ; and Aaron 
shall be.ir the names of the children of Israel in the 
breast-plate of judgment upon his heart, when ho 
goetli in unto the holy place, for a memorial before 
tlie Lor. I continually. And thou shalt put in the 
breast plate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim ; 
and th*iy shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth 
in before the Lord ; and Aaron shall bear the judg* 
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ment of the children of Israel upon Ms heart before 
the Lord continually ^ 

Now, here we have the wliole matter of Judjxment 
' before U8. Of course, as a moment's thought would 
show, after an atonement had been made for all the 
sins of the people, there would be no sense In a judg- 
ment of condemnation. If, after the death of the 
high priest for the atonement or reconciliation of the 
people, they were still to be condemned in judgment, 
what was the use of his death or sacrifice ? 

The very object of the death, the sacrifice or atone-- 
ment, was the justification of the people before God. 
Thereby they were cleansed from all their legal sins, 
were justified, and the errors and sins of the preced- 
ing year were put away, blotted out, forgiven ; and 
they began a new life for the year succeeding the 
great day of atonement. 

This was the judgment that followed the death 
which the high priests of the Law were appointed to 
die once every year — a judgment of Justification — 
in which the people were not condemned, but ac- 
quitted : " For,*' as it is written, *' he shall make an 
atonement for the holy sanctuary, for the tabernacle, 
and for the altar ; and he shall make an atonement 
for the priests, and/br all the people of the congrega' 
tion. And this shall be an everlasting]: statute unto 
you, to make an atonement for the children of Israc 1, 
for all their sins^ once a year.'' Lev. xvi. 

Can jiny thing be plainer ? Can the most careless 
reader mistake the purpose and result of this judgment, 
after the death of the high priest on the great day ol 
atonement ? " For all the people — for all their 



sins." 
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Now, the argument of the apostle is tins: ^^ Aa 
it was appointed to the high priests to die for the 
justiff cation of all the people of Israel^ so Christ was 
offered or diedybr all the world^^ hence his superiori- 
ty. Of course, this superiority is based on his abso- 
lutely doing for the world, what the high priest diil 
for the Jews. This is an important point. The high 
priest made atonement, as we have seen, for all the 
congregation, for all their sins ; and he actually and 
legally justified all for whom he died ? 

Now, Christ died for all mankind, and if all man- 
kind are not justified or delivered from all their sins, 
then he is not only not superior^ but absolutely infe- 
rior to the Law priests ; for they accomplished all 
tijcy intended to by their death, while Christ wholly, 
or in a great measure, fails. 

Let us repeat this, for it is the pivot on which the 
argument turns : The high priest justified from sin, 
all for whom he died. Now, if Christ does not justi- 
fy all for whom he died, then there is no superiority 
on his part. For how many, then, did he die ? *' lie 
tasted death for every man." " He gave himself a 
ransom for all." Of course, then, '* all," " every 
man," must be justified through the blood of Christ, 
or he is inferior to the high priest of the Law ; and 
Bo the very point of the apostle's reasoning is blunt- 
ed, and the whole argument of the epistle gocs^to the 
ground. 

But, thanks be to God, the apostle is right, and the 
death of Christ is not a failure. It is certified bv 
Jolm (1 Epist. i.) that " the blood of Christ clcans- 
etli us from all sin ; " that he has " put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself;" and, finally, that '' he ia 
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the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world I " 1 John 
ii. ^. 

This, then, is the judgment after death, viz : the 
judgment of justification, of cleansing and redemption, 
which Christ procures for the world by his death, by 
*iis own blood, shed for the remission of sin. For 
*' he gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 

And as the people waited in the outer court for the 
appearance of the high priest, who came forth, on the 
completion of the sacrifice, to announce to them that 
they were justified before the Lord, all their sins be- 
ing blotted out ; so the apostle represents Christ as 
appearing a second time, to the waiting and expect- 
ant world, '' without sin unto salvation." The word 
rendered " sin " here, means " sin-offering." After 
his atoning sacrifice, he comes " without a sin offer- 
ing," because no more is needed, since his " blood 
cleanscth us from all sin ; " he comes " unto salva- 
tion," to bring salvation to the world looking for him 
as the great Deliverer, who is to lead them to the joy 
that is within the veil, whither he, as our forerunner, 
hath entered for us. And so the judgment after 
death is only another confirmation of the universal 
justification and redemption in Christ. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

OV BBWABDS AND PUNISHMENTS. 

SECTION I. 

THE REWARDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Those who have truly known the joys of experi- 
jiental religion, the sweet peace of believing in Jesus 
and trusting in God, will scarcely require any instruc- 
tion as to what constitutes the proper rewards of faith, 
and love, and obedience, of hoUness and true piety. 
They have the testimony in their own souls, and fully 
understand those sayings of the Master : " The king- 
dom of God is within you ;" " The kingdom oi 
heaven is righteousness, and peace, and the joy of the 
Holy Spirit." Such as these expect no reward for 
living a Christian life, but the supreme blessedness of 
the life itself. They are grateful to God, that he has 
*' delivered them from the power of darkness, and 
translated them into the kingdom of his dear Son, in 
whom they have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins ; " (Col. i.,) and they look 
forward to the bliss of the life immortal, as the " free 
gift of God," and not as anything to which they are 
entitled by faith, or by obedience to that divine law 
made for their own good, and in the keeping of which 
there is great reward. 

But there are those who need instruction on thia 
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point ; and it is important that they should be led to 
review the whole question of Righteousness and its 
Rewards ; both from the stand point of the inner life 
of the soul, and from the direct teachings of Revela- 
tion. It is needful that they should become acquaint- 
ed with the laws of our moral and spiritual nature, 
and the manner in which these work out their results 
in the daily experiences of life. Let us, then, pro- 
ceed to investigate this all-important subject, reve- 
rently, and with a prayer that we may be enlightened 
from above as to the things which belong to our 
peace. 

Through all nature, this law prevails, in every de- 
partment of human life and action — the thing done, 
tlic thought we cherish, what we are in ourselves — 
that is our reward or' our punishment, our heaven or 
our hell. 

If a noble impulse, or a generous sentiment, or a 
Christian sympathy, come to a man, and he opens his 
heart to them with earnest welcome, and rejoices in 
th ir company, and gladly gives them room and en- 
tert linment, he asks no reward for this ; for he is the 
gainer immensely by their coming. They bring their 
blessing with them ; they make a heaven for him in 
hifj own soul; and the longer they remain with him, 
the more he sees that he gives nothing and receives 
all. 

This holy thought, this generous feeling, has made 
all within him bright, beautiful, and blessed ; and if 
there be anything due, it is from him, not to him. 
lie has no claim of reward to set up for having en- 
tertained this heavenly guest. The balance is against 
him ; for he was infinitely richer than before it came 
and he will be uoor enoairh when it leaves him. 
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*' Jesus answered, and said, If a man love me, lie 
will keep my words ; and my Father will love Aim, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him." John xiv. 23. Who, in such case," gains 
most; the man, or God and the Saviour? And what 
man is he, who, if these will come to take up their 
abode with him, would think, therefore, that he ought 
to be paid for entertaining them ? that he ought to 
have reward for giving them room in his soul ? Who, 
if God should come to dwell with him, would not feel 
that this, in itself, was reward enough, heaven 
enough ? 

How little, then, can they understand the true 
spirit of religion, or the nature of holiness and right- 
eousness, who look outside of these for their reward ; 
who expect to be paid hereafter for opening the heart 
for the incoming of the Hjly Spirit here ! ' They 
seem not to comprehend this matter at all. As stat- 
ed, the thing done is its own reward, there is no 
other ; and properly and logically, there can be no 
other. And the principle involved in this statement, 
rules throughout the physical, social, moral, and reli- 

^ Thf.u2:h this presentation of the doctrine may be denied in words, 
yet substantially this is it : If you are good, if you will love and obey 
God here, you shall go to heaven when you die; but, if you do not, you 
shall go to hell. What else is this but making heaven hereafter, there- 
ward of goodness here? What more can be made of it? Stuart 
Mill, in his Essay on Liberty, says, with great truth: ** Our popular 
religious ethics, by holding out the hope of heaven and the threat of 
hell, as the appointed and appropriate motives to a virtuous life, fall 
far below the best of the ancients, and do what they can to give to hu- 
man moral.ty an essentially selfish character : and there is even now 
resulting a low, alyect, servile type of character, which, submit itsoU 
as it may to what it deems the Supreme will, is incapable of rising tu 
•r sympathizing in the conception of Supreme Goodness."* 
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gious worlds. It prevails in all human action and 
experience. 

For the sake of giving a pergonal direction and 
force to the argument, let me address myself directly 
to the reader : You are sick ; the hot blood runs 
riot in your veins, the fever is burning within you, and, 
like a fire, is consuming the life within. A kind and 
skilful physician comes in, administers his medicine, 
carefully watches over you by day and by night, and 
at last restores you to health again. Now, do you 
send in your bill to him, or does he send in his bill to 
you ? »Do you expect to be paid for taking the medi- 
cine, for being cured ? or do you expect to pay him ? 
Let us apply this illustration. 

We are morally and spiritually diseased : God 
furnishes us the means of recovery, and finally re- 
stores us again, through Christ, to the health and 
8tren<Tth of a ri^-hteous life. Where is the debt here ? 
What reward shall we have for this ? Shall we turn 
round upon our heavenly benefactor, the great Physi- 
cian of souls, and demand a reward for having allow- 
ed him to restore us and save us ? for havinjx receiv- 
ed, at his hands, the gift of spiritual health, and all 
the inestimable blessings it brings with it ? What 
could be more monstrously ungrateful ? 

Let us take another illustration. Suppose a trav- 
eller comes to your doer in a dark and stormy night, 
tells you that he is lost, that he is cold and hungry, 
and nearly perished from long exposure ; and he begs 
you to give him shelter and food. You take him in, 
feed him and warm him ; and on the morrow you go 
with him, show him the way to the high road, and 
give him a map of the country by which he can make 
the rest of his journey in safety. 
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Suppose, after a few days or weeks, this man re- 
turns and demands of you a reward for having en- 
tered your house, warmed himself at your fire, eaten 
of your food, and finally for having followed your 
directions, using your chart, until he had made his 
way to the place he sought! What would you say 
to such a creature as this ? Could any language ex- 
press the absurdity of his demand. 

Were not the shelter, the food that staid his hun- 
ger, tlie kind regard you showed him, your map and 
guidance — were not these a blessing to him, safety, 
life and deliverance? Did he not find in these, all 
that a sane man could ask ? And could he not see 
that the obligation was all on his side — and that if 
either party was to be paid, it was you, and not he ? 

AVell, this supposed case represents exactly the 
condition of mankind — they are lost, they are out 
in the wilderness, cold and starving for the bread oi 
life. And God mercifully looks on their pitiful con- 
dition, sends Christ to show them the way of life and 
deliverance, feeds them with the bread of heaven, 
gives them the Bible as a map of direction, and sends 
diem on their way rejoicing. Now, when they have 
oaten of the heavenly manna, when they have read 
jhe Bible and rejoiced in its truth, and found the way 
of life and peace, shall they be so utterly dead to all 
gratitude, so blinded in mind and heart, as to turn 
round, and demand that their goodness in accepting 
these mercies, shall be rewarded with the infinite 
glories of the immortal world ! 

These illustrations will help to show the thought- 
ful how impossible it is to separate righteousness 
from its rewards ; to show that if we do not find our 
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reward In repentance and reformation. In forsaking 
our sins, In being good, in loving God, In holiness of 
spirit, In charity and purity, in obedience to the 
divine commands — then there is no reward for us, 
neither here nor hereafter. 

But this expectation of future rewards seems to be 
the result of generalizing too loosely on the subject, 
A little analysis of the claim, or of Its foundations, 
will discover how groundless It Is. Let me solicit 
the attention of the reader to one or two particulars. 

You have visited a sick sufferer, and cheered him 
by your sympathy, and comforted him In his sor- 
rows — or you have given food to a hungry family, 
and brought joy into their desolate home — or you 
have reclaimed a sinner from the error of his ways, 
and made him a useful and happy man. Now, Is it 
on cither of these acts of goodness that you found 
your expectation of heaven? Of course not. 

Then if not upon this particular act, on which one, 
or on what number of them put together, do you 
found it? Where does the claim berin? If one 
deed of mercy does not entitle you to Immortal life 
and joy, how many will ? Beside, how can any num- 
ber of finite acts reach the measure of an infinite re- 
ward ? 

But aside from this, did you find no joy In the 
deed Itself? The look of gratitude, the trembling 
words of thankfulness, the blessedness you imparted, 
the deliverance you had wrought out — were md 
these your reward? Has not the memory of thcin 
made pleasant music in your heart ever since ? And 
have you not realized the truth of the declaration, 
that " the ffood man shall be satisfied from himself " ? 
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Prov. xiv. 14. And also of those divine words of 
Jesus, " Give, and it shall be given you ; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosoms." 
Luke vi. 38. Assuredly ; for this is the universal 
law. 

But lest it be said, these examples are all from the 
objective side, or mere morality, let us turn to the 
subjective sphere of religion, or to the personal ex- 
perience of the Christian, examples of devotion and 
piety. 

1. Prayer. In the midst of some sore affliction 
you have prayed to God, eai'nestly, fervently, with a 
devout, trusting, loving heart — the heavens 0[)en 
above you, as you are lifted up on the wings of sup- 
plication ; your spiritual vision grows clearer every 
moment ; God seems near to you, your spirit goes 
forth to meet him ; the joy, the bliss of communion 
and heavenly fellowship is yours, and peace and 
strength divine have found place in your heart. 
This is prayer, this is worship, such as the angels 
know. 

And now do you rise up from this fervent and 
blessed prayer, and expect, or desire, or even think 
of, a future reward for it? But if not for this one, 
then for what one ? — for how many ? If this prayer 
is its own reward, its own heaven, so is every other. 
All prayer is the same ; all true devotion and wor- 
shijj are the same. If one act rewards itself, then a 
thousand will do the same. If one constitutes no 
claim to eternal glory, then a thousand will not. The 
same holy joy which makes the prayer of to-day a 
blessing in itself, will make every prayer of the long- 
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est life an equal blessing ; and so the claim of future 
reward will have no point of beginning. 

And this present answer to prayer, this blessing 
born of the spirit of communion, is recognized by all 
the saints of old. "I called upon the Lord in my 
distress : the Lord answered me, and set me in a 
large place." ''I sought the Lord, and he deliv- 
ered me from all my fears." " O Lord God, I cried 
unto thee, and thou hast healed me." " The righteous 
cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of 
all their troubles." *' In the day when I cried, thou 
answeredst me, and stren^icthenedst me with strength 
in my soul." Psalms, everywhere. " For every one 
that asketh, receiveth^ and he that seeketh, findeth^ 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened." Matt, 
vii. " And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
becajise we keep his commandments, and do those 
things which are pleasing in his sight." 1 John iii. 

2. Faith. And does not faith also bring its re- 
ward along with it ? We have been long wandering 
in doubt, in the darkness of unbelief, filled with that 
" fear whidli hath torment." But at last the Spirit of 
Truth moves upon the darkened soul, sanctifying the 
word of life to its needs, and kindling within it the 
light of faith and trust. Now we believe — believe 
in God as the beneficent and loving Father, ever 
holding us in the arms of his mercy ; directing all our 
afi*airs, our joys and sorrows, the good and the evil 
of our lot, to gracious results ; following us in his 
everlastino: kindness throu^jh this world, throuo:h all 
worlds beyond, with his paternal blessing, and finally 
crowning us with immortal joys — we believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the good 
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Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep; as tho 
Way, the Life and the Truth, the Saviour of the 
world, who gave himself for our sins, " that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world," and accom- 
plish our translation '' into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God." 

Thus believing, thus delivered, comforted and rejoic- 
ing, do we demand or wish for any other reward than 
this very blessedness of faith itself? Do we not see 
how he who believeth is saved, entereth into rest, into 
that heaven of serenest peace and trust ever open to 
the believer? There is no reward for believing in 
God and Christ but what is inherent in, inseparable 
from, the belief itself. Faith is the tree of life, and 
strength and peace and joy ineffable, are the fruit of 
it ; and you can no more put faith in this world, and 
its rewards in the next, than you can plant the tree 
in one country and gather the fruit in another. 

And on this point, also, the Bible is explicit, that 
faith is its own reward, its own joy. " Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect ^jeace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee, because he trusteth in thee." Isa. xxvi. 
" Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord." 
Jer. xvii. " Therefore, being justified by foith, we 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Rom. iv* " So then, they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abrahami" 2 Cor. i. "For 
by grace are ye saved, through faith." Eph. ii. " We 
that have believed do enter into rest." Heb. iv. 
"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing^ that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost." Rom. xiv. 
«' Verily I say unto you, he that believeth on me 
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hath everlasting: live." John vi. 47. " Believinnr, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of g*ory, re- 
ceiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. ^^ 1 Pet. i. 8, 9. Hejoicing^ not shall re- 
joice hereafter ; receiving the salvation of your souls, 
not after death, but now, as the fruitage and end of 
your faith. Faith creates its own heaven in the soul 
of the true believer ; and he never thinks of waiting 
for it till he dies. 

3. Love. And what reward does the Christian 
ask for loving God ? Any attempt to answer this in 
a way to make the reward additional to the love 
itself, will show how difficult, as well as absurd, it is. 
Consider for a moment how strange and unnatural it 
would be to offer a mother a rich reward of gold, 
fine houses and dresses, for loving her children ! Can 
we think of anything betraying greater ignorance of 
the real nature of love, of true affection ? 

But this is exactly the thing the creeds of the day 
represent God as doing — as offering the reward of 
future honor and glory to men, if they will only love 
and honor him here. And yet a moment's thought 
would show that either it is wholly unnecessary, or 
the thing required is wholly impossible. 

If God be infinitely lovely and loveable, and we 
see this and feel it, then it is unnecessary; for we 
shall be drawn to him, and love him, not for any 
fiiture heaven, but because we cannot help it — by 
the same law which binds our hearts to our parents, 
or that of the mother to her child. And the reward 
is in the peace and joy of loving. Love is its own 
heaven, and is satisfied in and of itself. 

But if God be infinitely cruel and hateful and hat- 
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ing, then the thing required, the thing for vvh!ch ho 
offers the reward, is impossible. We cannot love 
him — not the terrors of a thousand hells can drive, 
not the rewards of a thousand heavens can bribe, 
the heart into a single pulse of. true affection. It 
must come freely, or not at all ; and it can only come 
freely when there is something to attract it, to call it 
into life. And then it is filled with its own fulness of 
joy, and asks nothing more ; and you cannot make a 
heaven for it outside of itself. 

Finally, let us ask the question. What do we mean 
by heaven ? Is it not a state of perfect holiness and 
love, of constant communion with God ? 

But if holiness and love and communion with God, 
are not their own reward here, why should they be 
hereafter? They are the same in their nature and 
effects everywhere ; and if we are to be rewarded in 
heaven for our holiness and worship on earth, where 
are we to be rewarded for the holiness and worship 
of heaven ? What can God give us there for being 
holy apd loving him ? Nothing but the joy and bliss 
of being holy and loving with all the soul ! But that 
we can have here ; and the only difference between 
the heaven of the Christian here and hereafter is in 
quantity, not in quality. Here we see through a 
glass darkly ; there, face to face. Here we bear the 
image of the earthy ; there we shall be in the image 
of the heavenly. Here everything is imperfect ; 
there everything is perfect. 

The simple truth is, the sincere Christian asks no 
reward but the peace, the holy trust, the communion 
with God, the calm and abiding blessedaess, which 
he finds in heing a Christian. AVith this he is con- 
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tent, and looking forward to the infinite beauty and 
glory of the immortal life, he expects it not as wages, 
not as a reward, but as the gift of God's great love, 
throu^fh Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And throughout the Bible this presentation of the 
case prevails. In addition to the texts already cited, 
under special heads, consider the following from 
among thousands showing the present reward and 
heaven of the soul truly united to God and Christ 
in faith and obedience. " Great peace have they 
that love thy law." " Wisdom's ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." '* In 
keeping thy commandments there is great reward." 
" He that worketh righteousness shall never be 
moved." " Blessed are they that keep judgment, 
and he that doeth righteousness at all times." " In 
the way of righteousness is Ufe^ and in the pathway 
thereof is no death." " Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord." " God is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him." " Righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other," — i. e., are intimately and 
closely united as loving friends. " All things work 
together for good to them that love God." " He 
that folio weth after righteousness, jindeth life and 
honor." " The steps of the good man are ordered by 
the Lord." " God giveth to a man that which is good 
in his sight, wisdom and knowledge and joy." " He 
that keepeth the law, happy is he." " Be careful to 
maintain good works, for these things are good and 
profitable unto men." " Unto thee, O Lord, bclong- 
eth mercy ; for thou renderest to every man accord- 
ing to his work." " The fruit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace." "Neither shall they say, lo here ! or lo 
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there I for behold, the kingdom of God is within 

SECTION II. 
THE PUNISHMENT OP SIN — THE LAW AND ITS PENALTIES. 

In the discussion of this subject, we start wilh the 
fundamental truth of Christian Theology, that Crod 
is a Being of infinite goodness ; or, as John says, 
'' God is Love." Out of this comes the law, out of 
this come all penalties and punishments, with this 
they must harmonize, and into this, at last, they must 
all be resolved. 

God is, also, possessed of infinite knowledge, and 
sees what is in the hearts of all men. He knows, 
therefore, the actual condition of every soul, and the 
exact amount of punishment needed in every instance 
for the correction of the evil. So much he inflicts, 
and no more, being governed entirely by the moral 
need of the transgressor. If one needs ten stripes, 
they are given ; if another, for the same offence, is 
subdued into repentance by five stripes, only five are 
inflicted. The same end is gained in both cases, 
though the amount of punishment differs. 

And now, to have the subject fairly before us, let 
us fall back on first principles, and ask, 

§ I. What is the object of the law ? Why did 
God institute any government at all over man ? Why 
did he not leave us to go our own way ? What spe- 
cific object had God in view in making laws, and af- 
fixing penalties to them ? 

These are important questions, and they go to the 
root of the matter. Some object was aimed at by 
this arrangement. God docs not act without a pur* 
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pose. He must have designed to accomplisu some 
epecial end by this net work of laws and penalties ; 
and we can only understand the philosophy of pun- 
ishment, by understanding what the end aimed at is. 

It is safe to say that God did not establish the pre- 
sent order of things for his own benefit ; that he did 
not command us to do this, or to do that, for his own 
sake, because he expected to derive any benefit from 
it. He is perfect in himself, filled with his own ful- 
ness. 

So it is safe, also, to say he does not forbid us do- 
ing anything, through fear of any injury or inconve- 
nience he may suffer from it. He g{».ins nothing by 
our obedience — he suffers nothing by our disobe- 
dience. 

This is a very important point in our discussion of 
the question ; because most of the Christian 'world 
reason as if they thought they were doing God ser- 
vice by keeping his commandments, and were, there- 
fore, entitled to some reward ; while the sinner, by 
his transgression, had inflicted a grievous wrong on 
the Almighty, and for this reason deserved punish- 
ment. 

But this cannot be allowed for a moment. God is 
lifted infinitely above all we can do. He is neither 
benefited by our righteousness, nor injured by our 
pins. How forcibly the Scriptures state this point : 
** Look unto the heavens, and see ; and behold the 
clouds, which arc higher than thou. If thou sinnest, 
whai doest thou against him ? or, if thy transgres- 
sions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him ? 
And if thou be righteous, what givest thou him ? 
or what receiveth he of thine hand? Thy wicked- 
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ness may hurt a man as thou art ; and thy righteou > 
ness may profit the son of man." Job. xxxv. 

The Law, then, is enacted for the benefit of man. 
Obedience profits him ; disobedience injures him. 
(iod acts in the matter as an all-wise and loving pa- 
rent, who seeks the interests and happiness of hi a 
children. He knows what is for their good ; he 
knows that goodness and righteousness will secuie 
their peace, and permanent welfare. This he com- 
mands ; his law requires it. 

He knows that sin and wickedness will make them 
miserable, and this he forbids by his law, because he 
loves his children, and he would have them avoid all 
evil for this very reason. 

Let me ask, Why does the parent make laws and 
rules for his children ? Because he loves them, and 
is conscious that his knowledge and experience are 
needful to their safety and happiness. If the parent 
knows the motive of his own commands, if he knows 
why he wishes his children to do right, and avoid 
wrong, then he has in his own heart the great secret 
of God's moral government over man, the source out 
of which comes the divine law. God is Love, anu 
his laws are not the arbitrary decrees of a despot who 
wishes merely to show his power, and his right to 
command ; but they are the requirements, the salu- 
tary counsels and warnings of an infinitely good and 
gracious Father, who aims, in all things, at the hap- 
piness of his children. 

And now, if we have come to understand clearly, 
the origin, purpose, and aim of the Law% we are rea- 
dy to meet the next important question. 

§ IL What is the object of the penalty ? or, in 
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other words, Why does God punish at all those who 
transgress his law ? 

This 18 the point of our inquiry ; it is the pivot on 
which it all turns. But the way is opened by what 
has already been said. One thing is sure, that the 
law and the penalty come equally out of infinite 
CiooJness and infinite Justice. There can be no con- 
tradiction, no collision between the two. God does 
not build up with one hand, and tear down with the 
other. He does not oppose his own work ; nor is he 
80 short-sighted in his arrangements, that one conflicts 
with another. 

If the law be expressly designed for the happiness 
of man, the penalty, which is part of the machinery 
of the law, will not be of such a nature as to defeat 
this design. If the law seek his eternal good, the 
penalty cannot seek his eternal evil. This would, as 
said, make God at war with himself, make him the 
most inconsistent beln^c in the universe. 

Let \i\Q illustrate this point. Suppose you pur- 
chase a watch ; on examination you find it made with 
exquisite skill, and put toge her with great care, with 
a view to its measuring time with the greatest exact- 
ness. On setting it in motion, you find it goes too 
slow, or too fast ; and accordingly introduce the ac- 
tioil of the regulator^ which immediately stops the 
watch altojxether. You take it forthwith to the mak- 
er, and the following dialogue ensues: 

Did you make this watch to keep time correctly ? 
"Yes." Did you insert this regulator? "I did." 
Did you know it would stop the watch, and entirely 
prevent it from keeping time ? " Yes." What did 
you put it in for, then ? 
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What answer could he make ? None, of course ; 
for if he knew the regulator would stop the watch, 
then he put it in for that purpose ; and if he put it in 
for that purpose, then he did not make the watch to 
keep time. The regulator, in order to be a regulatdr, 
must work in harmony with the rest of the watch, 
not against it, not so as to defeat the object for which 
the watch was made. 

Now, the penalty of the divine law, or punishment, 
is to the law what the regulator is to the watch ; and 
cannot, therefore, be intended to defeat the object of 
the law, but to promote it. The law is designed to 
secure the good of man ; and punishment, which is a 
part of the law's appliances, must be designed for the 
same thing, and not for the opposite of it. 

When sinners, therefore, transgress the law made 
for their good, God punishes them, not for their evil 
or injury, but for their good ; to restore them to obe- 
dience, and so secure that happiness which they 
would have enjoyed, without the process of punish- 
ment, if they had obeyed the law in the first place. 

In the well chosen language of Sir James Stephens^ 
who fills the Chair of History in Edinburgh College, 
and who rejects the doctrine of endless punishment, 
as the penalty of the Divine Law : " That which In- 
finite Love, directed by Omniscience, commands, 
must be for the highest good of him to whom the com- 
mand is addressed ; and disobedienca to such com- 
mands, must consequently be the suicidal abandon- 
ment and rejection of happiness. To prevent that 
suicide, or to reclaim the self-destroyer into the ways 
of peace. Love will resort to a discipline as stern, 
severe, and formidable, as the inveteracy of the moral 
disorder may require. Such love will never degen- 
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orate into fondness, nor shrink from the infliction of 
any remedial punishment, however protracted or 

acute God remembers we are but dust, and 

>7ill not always chide, nor keep his anger for ever." 
And again, he says : " It is impossible, unless one 
amuses himself with phrases, or voluntarily blhids 
himself, by placing on a level the Divine justice and 
the imperfect justice of men, to attribute to a God in- 
finitely good, who is charity Itself, who loves all hia 
children with an equal love, any other intention, 
when he permits evil to bring evil, and the wicked to 
be punished, than to correct him, to confound and 
bring him back, to convert him, and give him a heav- 
en in place of a hell. Yes, all suffering sent by the 
celestial Father to his children, is a lesson, or else it 
is irreconcilable with his most evident attributes." * 

And with what striking force of words, Dr, 
Young, in his " Night Thoughts," has given utter- 
ance to this truth, so comforting to man, so honora- 
ble to God : 

** Who without pain's advice would e'er be good ? 
Who, without death, but would be good in vain? 
Pain is to save from pain, all punishment 
To make for peace; and death to save from death: 
And second death to guard immortal life! 
By the same tenderness divine ordained 
That planted Eden, and high bloomed for man 
A fairer Eden endless in the skies. 
Great Source of Good alone, how kind in all ! 
In vengeance kind! Paint Death, Gehenna iave**** 

* Ehsays in Ecclesiastical Biography, by Sir James Stephens, K 
C. B.; LL. D., London, 1853, 2d edition. Epilogue, 

* How could Db. Younq believe in endless punishment, if he believed 
"" all punishment made for peace," that God was " kind even in ven- 
geance,** and that, finally, hell (Gehenna) itself was designed to save, 
and would save? That he did not believe it, this passage proves, 
as well as several in his ^'Last Day;" one of which is quoted >n 
page 88. 
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And from this stand point we can easily sec the un- 
reasonableness of the doctrine of enlless punishment 
Can anything be more monstrous than the supposi- 
tion that God, who is infinite in wisdom, should es- 
tablish a law whose object is to make man eternally 
happy, and then find himself so hindered and com- 
promised by the penalties of that law, that the next 
best thing he can do is to shut him up in hell, and 
make him eternally miserable ? What should wo 
think of a physician who, in attempting to cure a 
sick man, should kill him ? 

SECTION III. 

TESTIHONY OF THB SCRIPTURES TO THE CORRECTIVE NATURE OF PUN- 
ISHMENT. 

Of course we do not deny that example and the 
maintenance of the law, have also something to do 
with the purpose and intention of punishment ; but 
this is always in harmony with the main design, and 
never excludes it. Punishment as example, recog- 
nizes the value of the law, and its direct relation to 
the general good ; and in this general good is included 
the individual good of the sufferer. Nothing but 
good has any right to be ; and the only claim which 
the law has to maintenance and obedience, lies in 
lliis fact, that its object and aim are universal good. 

It is affirmed by some writers, in regard to human 
laws, that " the reformation of the offender forms no 
part at all of the design of legal penalty ; " * and from 
this they argue that it must be so with divine penal- 
ties or punishments, and thus they make manifest the 

'** Love and Penally ^ by Joseph P. Thompson, D. D.,*' New York, 
1800, page 182. 
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difference between their own teachings and reason- 
ings, and those of the inspired men of God. Instead 
of making God's law the standard, and lifting human 
laws up to it, these men make human laws the stand- 
ard, and bring down God's law to that. The law of 
man punishes in such a way, and for such a purpose ; 
therefore the law of God will do the same. The per- 
fect is measured by the imperfect ; and because blind 
and inrnorant man cannot determine the exact decree 
of guilt, and adjust the penalty to the desired end, 
therefore the omniscient God cannot ! 

But let us consider specially the assertion that the 
penalty of transgression has nothing to do with the 
reformation of the transgressor. In Ijeviticus xxvi. 
It is written, " If ye will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all these commandments ; and if ye de- 
spise my statutes " — (here we have the law ; and 
now for the penalty) — "I also will do this unto you. 
1 will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and 
the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and 
cause sorrow of heart," &c. (And now for the object 
of this penalty :) *' And if ye will not for this hearken 
unto me^ then will I punish you yet seven times more 
for your sins, .... and if ye will not he reformed 
by me by these things," &c. And yet we are told 
that " the reformation of the offender forms no part 
at all of the cesign of legal penalty ! " 

" Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for 
thou renderest unto every man accopHng to his 
work." Ps. lii. 12. Here the penalty is declared to 
be administered in such manner and spirit as to make 
it an evidence of the divine mercy, aiming to secure 
the good of the sufferer. 
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*' Beliold, haiypy is the man whom God correcteth^ 
Jlierefore, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty ; for he maketh sore, and bindeth up ; he 
vvoundeth, and his hands make whole. ' Job. v. 
David, whom God's judgments found out for his 
great ^ sins, says, in grateful acknowledgment of the 
reforming power of his punishment, " Before I was 
afflicted, I went astray, but now have I kept tliy 

word Thou art good, and doest good I 

know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me. It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn 
thy statutes." Ps. cxix. 67, 71, 75. 

In the work just referred to, it is said that "judg- 
ment and penalty are suspended in this world, in 
order that means of reformation may be tried." But 
David sets up no such distinction. He plainly asserta 
the fact that God's judgments and his afflictions are 
identical, and that by these he was reformed, and 
turned from the paths in which he had gone astray. 
He does not say "judgment was suspended that 
means of reformation might be tried," but that the 
iudgment itself •was the means of reformation, the 
" admonitory and corrective discipline " by which ho 
Icarne 1 God's statutes, and kept his word. 

So the wise man says, " My son, despise not thou 
tlie chastening of the Lord, nor weary of his cor- 
rection ; for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth^ 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth." 
Prov. ili. 11. Here the punishments of God are illus- 
trated by those of an affectionate earthly father, who 
chastens and corrects his erring son whom he loves, 
because he loves him. And how perfectly this bar* 
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monizes with the passage already cited from Hebrews, 
wlicre we are assured that God chastens "ybr our 
profit^ that we might be partakers of his holiness '' ; 
and though " for the present it seemeth to be griev- 
ous, nevertheless it afterward yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of ri^chteousness to them that are exercised there- 
by.' xii. Has endless punishment any afterward tc 
it? Dues it yield the peaceable fruits of righteou - 
ness to them who are exercised thereby? 

" The Lord will not cast off forever ; but thouixh 
he cause grief, yet he will have compassion according 
to the multitude of his mercies, for he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men." Lam. iii. 
Nothinir can be more direct than this. Grief and 
affliction are not chosen for their own sake ; they are 
not perpetual — but are employed in kindness; and, 
the corrective result gained, the Lord " will have 
compassion according to the multitude of his mer- 
cjes. 

And in his rebuke of his sinful people he says, 
" Thine own wickedness shall correct thee^ and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee : know therefore, and 
see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast 
forsaken the Lord thy God." Jer. ii. 19. Here the 
fact that wickedness brings in its train bitterness and 
sorrow, and that this penalty of forsaking the L3rd 
and his law was not only designed to correct, but 
tvould correct them, is positively affirmed. 

And how plainly and instructively this truth is 
confirmed in the oft-quoted, and always pleasing his- 
tory of the prodigal son. Did not the punishment of 
his sin, the ''evil thing and bitter" which his wick- 
edness brought upon him, finally correct him, and IcaJ 
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hiin to say, " I will arise aud go to my Father " ? Diil 
he not know and feel the jud laments of the Lord on 
the transgressor of his riorhteous law, on him who 
gives himself up to a vicious and abandoned couric 
of life? AulI, by experience of them, was he not 
turned from his folly, and brought back from his 
wanderings ? * 

All these testimonies from the Bible, and many 
more which might be cited, reveal the general princi- 
ple on which the heavenly Parent proceeds in his ad- 
ministration of punishments. They show that the 
law and the penalty are not in conflict, but one in 
fepirit and purpose, though diflferent in method and 
means ; that they both are ordained, not for the good 
of the Lawgiver, not to secure any advantage to him . 
but for the good of those to whom the law is given 
as a rule of conduct. The penalty, or the punish- 

^ The Misses Bbokte, authors of "Jane E'^re," "Shirley,** &c., 
daughters of an English clergyman, were believers in the great restora- 
tion. Alluding to the death- scene of an erring brother, one of them 
says: " How could I endure to think that that poor, trembling soul was 
hurr'.ed away to everlasting torment? It would drive me mad ! But 
thank Go J for the blessed confidence that, through whatever purging 
fires the erring spirit may be doomed to pass, whatever fate awaits it, 
still it is not lost*, and God, who hateth nothing that he hath made 
will bless it in the end.^^ — Tenant of Wild/'ell Hall. 

It is curious to note how many of the English Church, even ( f its 
ministers, past and present, have rejected the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment, as Archbishop Tillotson, Bishops Warburton, Rust, Bur- 
net, &c.; as well as Maurice, Kingsley and others, of to-da>. Per- 
haps the fact finds explanation in the words of Dr. Hey, who says : 
** It is owing to the moderation of our Church, that we are not called 
upon to subscribe to the eternity of hell torments; nay, we are not re- 
quired even to condemn those who presume to afiirm that all men will 
finally be saved." — JVorrissian Lectures, yo\.\\.2%Si. it is a well- 
known fact, that in the revision of the articles, in the time of Klizabeth, 
Article xlii, condemning Universalism as a heresy, was struck out. — 
Whilteiaore's Molern History. 



29o THEOLOGY OF IjNIVERSALISM. 

ment of disobedience, aims at the same thincr which 
the law aims at, viz : to cause mankind to walk in 
the ways of the Lord, to do right ; simply because 
the right leads to happiness, to the highest good of 
him who does it. God never inflicts punishment or 
pain for its own sake, as an end ; but only as a 
means. He never rests in it as final, as the thin<>* 
sought, the thing he is satisfied to make permanent 
and endless. 

It may interest the reader, and profit him, to com- 
pare the preceiling reisoning on the nature and ob- 
ject of divine punishments, with the views entertain- 
ed by some of the Universalist Fathers of the early 
Christian Church. 

Clemens Alexandrinus^ A. D. 190, says : " Punish- 
ment is, in its operation, like medicine ; it dissolves 
the hard heart, purges away the filth of uncleanness, 
and reduces the swellings of pride and haughtiness ; 
thus restoring its subject to a sound and healthful 

Origen^ A. D. 230. '* The sacred Scripture <loes, 
indeed, call " our God a consuming fire," (Deut. iv. 
24,) and says that " rivers of fire go before his face," 
(Dan. vii. 10,) and that " he shall come as a refiner's 
fire, and purify the people," (Mai. iii. 2.) As, there- 
fore, God is a consuming fire, what is it that is to be 
consumed by him ? We say it is wickedness, and 
whatever proceeds from it, such as is figuratively 
called " w ood, hay, and stubble," (1 Cor. iii.) which 
denote the evil works of man. Our God is a con- 
suming fire in this sense ; and he shall come as a re- 
finer's fire to purify rational nature from the alloy oi 

' Pedagog, i. 8. 
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Wickedness, «and other impure matter wliicli has adul- 
terated the intellectual gold and silver,; consuming 
whatever of evil is admixed in all the soul." ^ 

Titus^ Bishop of Bostra, A. D. 304, says : " The 
punishments of God are holy, as they are remedial 
and salutary in their effect upon transgressors ; for 
they are inflicted, not to preserve them in their wick- 
edness, but to make them cease from their sins. The 
abyss of hell is, indeed, the place of torment, but it 
is not eternal. The anguish of their suflrerin;2:s com- 
pels them to break off from their sins." ' 

Gregory^ Bishop of Nyssa, A. D. 370, states bis 
belief as follows : " I believe that punishment will bo 
administered in proportion to each one's corruptness. 
For it would be unequal to torment with t?he same 
purgatorial pains, him who has long indulged in 
transgression, and him who has only fallen into a few 
common sins. But that grievous flame shall burn for 
a longer or shorter period, according to the kind and 
quantity of the matter that supports it. Therefore, 
to whom there is much corruption attached, with him 
it is necessary that the flame which is to consume it, 
should be great, and of long duration ; but to him in 
whom the wicked disposition has been already in part 
subjected, a proportional degree of that sharpness 
and more vehement punishment shall be remitted. 
All evil, however, must at length be entirely removed 
from every thing, so that it shall no more exist. For 
such being the nature of sin, that it cannot, exist with- 

' Contra Celsum^ Lib. iv. 13; a work in whicli are anticipated nearly 
all the modern replies to infidelity ; as indeed the work of Celsus, which 
it answers, anticipates all the attacks on Christianity from that clau 
Tepi'esented by the English infidels of the 18th century. 

• Contra Munich, Lib. i. 
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out a corrupt motive, it must, of course, be pcrtecily 
dissolved and wholly destroyed, so that nothing can 
remain a receptacle of it, when all motive and influ- 
ence shall spring from God alone." ^ 

This perfect agreement between ancient and modern 
Universalists, respecting the remedial nature of di- 
vine punishments, is instructive ; and suggestive of 
much to those who regard the doctrine of Universal 
I Restoration as of recent origin. 

' De Animad Resurrections, 

N0VATU8, or Novatian, who was perhaps, the rival of Comellaa for 
the Bishopric of Rome, A. D., 250, maintained that the '* wrath and in- 
dignation of the Lord, so called, are not such passions as bear those 
n lines in man; but that they are operations of the divine mind direct- 
ed solely to our purification." — De Regula Fidei, cap. iv. Yet he 
w.i«i very severe himself towards lapsed professors. — Monheim i. 20 J. 

I shtill probably have no better place than this, to call attention to 
t lie extensive prevalence of Universalism in the primitive chui ch. A 
I). 190-550 show among its advocates many of the most pious, learned, 
and influential of the Christian Fathers, as Clement, Oeigen, Marcel- 
i,u», lilyhop of Ancyra, Titus, Bishop of Bostra, Geeoobt, Bij^hoj) of 
Nyss.i, DiDTMUS the Blind, one of the most remarkable and emdite 
men of h.s time, Diodobus, Bishop of Tarsus, the birth-place of P-iul, 
TiiEODuRE, Bishop of Mopsuestia, Fabius Mabius Viotobinos, &c. 
It is e isy to see to what extent the doctrine must have prevailed among 
the lesser clergy and laity, when so many of the dignitaries of the 
church t.iught it publicly. And it is a most significant fact, little known, 
respecting the famous Catechetical Sshool of Alexandria, the great Ed- 
ucational and Theological Seminary of the early Church (bearing to it 
the relation which the Andover Seminary bears to New England Theo- 
logy,) that three 0' its moftt popular and distinguished President lotre 
Universali4s I Surely, Universalism was theorthodoxy of the Church 
at that psriod, or those having the church and its ministry and its 
youth in tlioir charge, were culpably recreant to their duty. Doed; r- 
LEis, a long time ago, siid, that ** the more distinguished by erudition 
any one w is in ancient Christian times, by so much the more did he 
clioi'isii and d3fend the hopeof a final termination of tor tnents— Qua n to 
ijuis ullius erudltioae in antiquitate Chridiana eminuUy tanto magis 
tpein Jini"ndorum olim cruciatuum aluit alque dpfendit.*'' — Ins'itat, 
Ttn'ol Chrisiiani. Morcmberg, ?787, vol ii p. 199. Whittemore's 
Uiifl. p. '^,90. 
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AnJ now, proceeding with the argument, let us add 
that even in those cases where a cit}^ or a nation is 
dcsl roycd for their sins, and where, of course, exani- 
j)lc and warning form a leading feature of the judg- 
ment, the element of good, of correction and restora 
tion, is not lost eight of. From the necessiries of the 
case, the very conditions of national life, men cannot 
he dealt with, in this collective capacity, in the same 
way, or punished by the same agencies, as in the case 
of individual transgression and retribution. Still, as 
remarked, the important truth that punish nent is a 
means and not an end, that it looks to a state of 
things beyond itself, is always discoverable. 

As an example, take the well known passage which 
closes the parable of the sheep and goats : " These 
chall go away into everlasting punishment." Matt. 
XXV. 4G. Now, in this passage, which prophecied 
the overthrow of the corrupt and guilty nation of the 
Jews and the judgment of punishment under whicli 
they are still suffering, the word rendered '* punish- 
ment," is y.ulitaig. The primary meaning of this 
word is pruning or trimming^ as of a tree ; cutting 
away distorted and diseased limbs and branches, and 
restoring it to symmetry and a healthy condition — 
restraint or discipline^ in the way of correcting, or 
for the purpose of preventing farther injury. 

There is a remarkable passage in Plato, illustrating 
the meaning and usage of this word. It is in the 
Protagoras^ and is as follows : " For the natural or 
accidental evils of others," — as weakness or dwarf- 
ishness of person, or deformity of body — " no one 
gets angry, or admonishes, or teaches, or punishes 
{kolaze%^ them ; bui we pity those afflicted with 
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such misfortunes. But if any do not have those vir- 
tues, which are the fruit of careful culture, of in- 
struction and labor, but have the contrary vices (or 
evils ;) in such case we have for these indignation, 
admonitions, and punishments (kolaseis.^ For if, O 
Socrates, you will consider what is the design of pun- 
ishing (Jcolazeiri) the wicked, this, of itself, will show 
you that men think virtue something that may be ac- 
quired ; for no one punishes (^oZasei,) the wicked, 
looking to the past only, simply for the wrong he has 
doLC — that is, no one does this, who does not act 
like a wild beast, desiring only revenge, without 
thought — but he who seeks to punish {Icolazein^] 
with reason, does not punish for the sake of the past 
wrong deed (because he cannot undo what is already 
(lone ;) hut for the sake of the future^ that neither the 
man himself who is punished, may do wrong again, 
nor any other who has seen him chastised. And he 
who entertains this thought, must believe that virtue 
may be taught ; and ha punishes (Jcolazei^) for the 
j,urpose of deterring from wickedness." ^ 

Now, here we see the meaning of Jcolasis^ the orig- 
inal word in the phrase " everlasting punishment," as 
defined by one of the most learned and eminent of 
the Greek philosophers. The corrective and reforma- 
tory element is the radical one, the distinguishing 
force of the word ; while, at the same time, that of 

' Protagoraa, or the Sophist, Sec. 38 , Bohn*s edition, vol. i. p. 252. 
There is a similar passage in the Gorgias: ** This man here cannot 
bear to experience in himself the thing we are talking about, the being 
chasV.s&l'' {kolazo /nanus.) ** But to punish (/roZaccs/Awi) the soul, 
is better tlian unrestrained indulgence {akolasia.y^ Correction oi 
discipline is better than lawless indulgence. The above is wiser teaching 
than much that passes for Christianity on this subject. 
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warning or example is intended — but this is lor 
good, and not for evil. There is nothing purely re- 
taliatory or vindictive. And while, as we have ob- 
served, in national judgments example necessarily 
forms a leading feature, yet correction is never lost 
si2:ht of. 

And how clearly is this seen in the very case in 
hand, the -' everlasting punishment,'* (Jcolasin^^ into 
which the Jewish nation was sent on the destruction 
of tlieir city and temple. God did not intend to say 
that iheir punishment should be endless^ any more 
than he meant to say that they should possess the 
land of Canaan endlessly, when he promised that it 
should be to them " an everlasting possession." If 
lie had intended to declare it endless, he would have 
chosen some other word than kolasis, which, as we 
have seen, necessarily involves the idea of correc- 
tion and restoration, and is, therefore, in direct con- 
flict with the idea of endlessness. * But he evidently 
chose this term with a purpose, indicating thereby 
that he did not design to cast off his ancient people, 
hopelessly and finally. 

Hence Paul says, distinctly and positively, that 
when this kolasis or punishment, shall have reached 
its limit, and Israel is corrected ; or, in his own 

* And this is a strong collateral proof that aionios does not signify 
endless, for if kolasis radically implies such kind of treatment as im- 
proves, corrects and restores, this is conclusive evidence that it cannot 
be endless — for endless correction or restoration is a contradiction in 
terms. Kolasis,^ by its very nature, is temporary, and therefore 
aionios cannot be endless. The noun restricts the adjective. As when 
we say ** a great continent," the word ** continent" expands the word 
** great" to the extent of its own boundaries; but »vhen we say '*a 
great farm," the word ** farm" limits the word * great" to its bouid 
aries, exceedingly small compared with the other. See this discussed 
?D C'lay. xi. 
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^vor^ls, wlioii this " blinilness in part" wliich " U liap- 
pcned to Israel," is removed, and *' the fulness of the 
Gentiles is come in,*' then " all Israel shall be saved ; 
as it is written, There shall come out of Sum tlie 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Ja- 
cob ; for this is my covenant unto them when I shall 
take away their sins^ Rom. xi. 

SECTION IV. 

TBE TRESEXT A STATE OF RETRIBVtION, AND NOT OF PROBATION.' 

That some good men seem outwardly, or in mate- 
rial things, to be more afflicted, to be subjected to 
greater evil and suffering than some evil men, few 
will be disposed to dispute. Many good persons are 
troubled by misfortunes, accidents, sorrows, sick- 
ness and bereavements, while others, who are sinful 
and wicked, escape these, and seem to get on smoothly 
and happily. This state of things has distressed 
many pious minds, and led them to say and feel as 
the i>eople of Israel did of old, that " the way of the 
Lord is not equal/' Ezek. xviii. 

In order, therefore, to justify the ways of God, 
some affirm that " this is 9, world of probation, and 
not of retribution " ; that " the penalty due to sin is 
not inflicted here " ; and resort to the doctrine of 

"* Tn the latest labored attempt to defended the doctrine of endless 
punishment, '* Love and Penalty,'' the work already quoted, it ig 
affirmed that " this is a world of probation and not of retribution," an 1 
that '* judgment and i)enalty are suspended." Though the princ pi « 
involved in this assertion has been reviewed and tiie argument suU 
Btantially refuted, in the chapter on the " Scriptural Doctrine of Judg- 
ment," as well as in the previous section of this chapter, it may be well 
to rrivc it a mure special notice, for the reason that the error has taken 
Buch strong hold on tlie popular mind. 
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> titure Retribution, by wliich all these inequalities 
are to be adjusted, and the righteous to be compen- 
sated for what they have suffered here, and the 
wicked to receive endless evil in tlie place of the 
good they have enjoyed here J In opposition to thi- 
theorv, we offer the ibllowinix : — 

§ 1. The argument of facts ^ of observation and er^ 
perience. 

The difficulty in the premises is two-fold. Flnt. 
Exalting a few exceptional, cases into the force and 
dignity of a rule. Second: An entire misapprehen- 
sion of the nature of the rewards of righteousness, 
and of the punishments of sin. 

1. The rule is, even in worldly relations, that the 
righteous, the truly good, are prosperous and happy, 
and the wicked and criminal are not. Of course 
there are exceptions in this, as in everything else ; 
but the rule remains — the virtuous arc prospered, 
honored and beloved ; while the reverse is true of the 
wicked. 

Look abroad into any country, city or community, 
and see if it be not so ; see if it be not the honest 
men, the true men, the good men, who in the long 
run succeed, and hold the high places of trust and 
honor. Look into the prisons and penitentiaries — 
and who are these we ^ee here? Are they the 
righteous men, the Christian men from our midst ? 
Or are they the vile and wicked and criminal? 

So univereally, indeed, is the rule which governs 
here established and acknowledged, that it has pa-.-^cd 
into a kind of proverb. IF a young man start in life 
with good principles; if lie is honest, truth!ul, fiiidi- 

*See the passages in '* Love and Penalty.'* 
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ful, pure, religious, we say of him confidently, " He 
will succeed, he will prosper, he will stand among the 
noble of the land." But if he is Idle, corrupt and 
wicked, we say with equal confidence, '* He will have 
a miserable life of it ; he will come to the state prison 
or the gallows, or some bad end." 

The ground, therefore, on which this charge of in- 
equality rests is not tenable. The diflSculty which is 
supposed to require an adjusting process in the next 
world does not exist. This is not a state of proba- 
tion, but of retribution ; and the penalty due to sin 
is inflicted here. God governs rightly now, and his 
ways are equal, and it is only man's ways that are 
unequal. 

2. But the grand defect in this false accusation 
against the divine administration, lies in mistaking 
the nature of the rewards of virtue, and of the pun- 
ishments of sin. God does not give so much bread 
or money for so much goodness ; nor does he com- 
pensate the righteousness of the righteous with 
houses and lands, with silks and jewelry, with bodily 
health and strength, with exemption from the ordinary 
sorrows and bereavements of our earthly condition. 

If the righteous man disobey the laws of health or 
of organized being, he must pay the penalty of sickness 
and bodily pain, the same as if he was unrighteous. 
Neither holiness nor sin has anything to do with 
the matter. If he is slothful, if he make a foolish 
bargain, if the storm overtake his ship, or his house 
stand in the way of a conflagration, he must suflPer 
the consequences, though he be a saint, and pray 
never so earnestly. Saints and sinners are alike sub- 
ject to the natural laws. 



THIS LIFE NOT PRC>B ATIONAL. cO£ 

But what then ? Is the way of God unequal ? 
Does the prayer of faith, the love of God, obedience 
to the moral and spiritual laws go unrewarded ? Not 
at all. These have all that God has promised them. 
Go the outward world as it will, all within is confi- 
dent, serene and blessed. The peace of God is al- 
ways present to the good man. Thougli the trea- 
sures of earth fail him, he has heavenly treasures laid 
up in his soul which cannot fail. The outward man 
may be weak, but the inward man is strong. The 
body may be an hungered, but the spirit feeds on 
heavenly food. This we have proved and illustrated 
already. 

So the punishments of sin are not poverty, bodily 
pain, sickness and death, exclusively. By no means. 
If the morally wicked man obey the physical and or- 
ganic laws, he shall have health and vigor of body ; 
if he be industrious, prudent and enterprising, he 
shall get gain ; if he sow the seed in spring-time, he 
shall reap the harvest in autumn. God has promised 
these rewards to these labors, to this obedience to the 
natural laws. He will not violate his promise, noi 
interrupt the order of nature, nor work a miracle, in 
order to punish him. But if the man be dishonest 
and false and selfish, he must and will bear the bur- 
then of these sins, in the loss of confidence and busi- 
ness and sympathy, in the contempt and hatred of all 
who know him — if he become the servant of sin, he 
must take ••' the wages of sin," which " is death '' — 
if he live without faith or prayer toward God, he is 
deprived of all the strength and peace and joy that 
are the fmit of these. 

No matter how large his gains, or how abundant 
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his harvest, or how great his bodily vigor ; if he be 
guilty of wrong or crime, his retribution goes hand 
in hand with these. His sin is sure to find him out ; 
conscience will deal her flamino: arrows on his soul, 
however calm and placid the exterior. And here I 
might set against the assertion that " the penalty due 
to sin is not inflicted here," the following testimony 
from an Orthodox journal of the highest rank : — 

" The principle of conscience establishes also the 
inflexible justice of God. It has its awards and pun- 
ishments. It visits the evil-doer with the terrible 
stings of guilt and remorse, and throws over him the 
deep chill shadow of a coming retribution. It dashes 
into every cup of forbidden pleasure, the unfai ing, 
inseparable element of consequent w^retchedness. It 
links together human crime and human suffering, the 
vices and the miseries of men, so that the one shall 
follow the other invariably, as sound and echo pursue 
each other alone: the mountain side. Ther3 is with 
it n3 respsct of persDns, no taking of bribes. With 
its whip of scorpions it pursues the wrong-doer, who- 
ever ha may bo, wherever he may go ; tracks him 
into every obscurity, finds him out in the deepest re- 
tirement and the darkest niixht : overtakes him in his 
swiftest escape, and, like the terrible avenger, pursues 
and hangs over him wherever he takes his way." * 

It would be diflTicult to state the truth in stronger 
terms than these. And how marvellously the doc- 
trine was verified in the cases of Cain and David, 
vrith their anguish cry of, '' My punishment is greater 

' Blbliotheca Sacra for Nov., 1849, then under the editorial care of 
Professors Edwards and Park, assisted by Dr. Robinscu ami Pioftissor 
Btnai't. 
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than I can bear" ; "the pains of hell gat hold on me: 
I found trouble and sorrow." But, above al , the 
confessions of the brethren of Joseph witness to the 
inexorable severity with which the moral nature 
works out its retributions. 

To all outward appearance it went well enough 
with these men after their o-reat crime a^rainst their 
brother and father. Bodily health, the fruits of the 
earth, the increase of flocks and herds, social posi- 
tion, domestic security — all these continued as be- 
foie, and they seemed at perfect peace. But God had 
not fogotten them, nor the eternal truth set out in the 
declaration, " Though hand joined in hand, the wicked 
shall not be unpunished." Prov. xi. 21. The memory 
of that great sin haunted them continually ; and, sin- 
gularly enough, this long-hidden fact comes to light 
at last. The very first words they uttered on finding 
themselves in trouble and danger, when they had 
gone out from Joseph's presence, and were alone, are 
thus recorded : " And they said one to another, we 
are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, 
and w^e would not hear — therefore is this distress 
come upon us. And Reuben answered them, saying, 
Spake I not to you, saying, do not sin against the 
child ; and ye w^ould not hear ? Therefore, behold 
also his blood is required." Gen. xlii. There it is, 
out at last, after twenty-two years of concealment/ 
This is the rift opening down into the soul, through 
which we catch a glim;)sc of the pent-up fires of hell. 
Conscience has not slept all this while. She has been 
throwing up her jets of sulphurous flame and lava 
continually, though they have fallen w^ithin the crater, 
out of the sight of the world. 
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But let US look again. Seventeen years after this^ 
on the death of Jacob, the very first thing recorded 
after his burial is this : " Now when Joseph's breth- 
ren saw their father was dead, they said, Joseph will 
peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us 
all the evil we did unto him." Gen. 1. 15-21. 

There it is again ! All the kindness of Joseph, all 
the favors bestowed on them, all the love he had 
shown them, cannot blot out the remembrance of their 
sin, nor quiet the accusing conscience. Through 
all these seventeen years — nay, these thirty^nine 
years — the stinging sense of guilt, the tormenting 
fear of evil, had hung over them like a threatening 
thunder-cloud. And now that their old father, who, 
they thought, stood as a shield between them and 
Joseph's vengeance, was dead and buried, they were 
in terror lest he would recall their crime, and requite 
them all the evil they did him 1 " And they sent a 
messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did com- 
mand before he died, saying, so shall ye say unto 
Joseph, forgive, I pray thee, now, the trespass of thy 
brethren, and their sin ; for they did unto thee evil. 
And novv, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the 

servants of the God of thy father And they 

went and fell down before his face ; and they said, 
Behold, we be thy servants." 

("an anything show more eloquently and conclu- 
sivelv than this narrative, that this is a state of retri- 
bution, and not of probation ? Can anything prove 
more clearly the just and sure awards of conscience 
to the wrong-doer, or illustrate more forcibly that the 
wicked are not happy, however prosperous in worldly 
things ? And this is uniformly the positive, as well 
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as inferential, teaching of the Bible. '* The wicked 
is snared in the work of hi:? own hands." '* The 
way of the trans^rrcssor is hard." "Tre.iirUies of 
wickedness profit nothing." " In the drnj tliou catci^t 
thereof, thou ahalt surely die." " There is no peace 
to the wicked; they are like the troubled sea, w!u:n 
it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire an:l dirt." 
*•• They are utterly consumed with terrors." '^ Thorns 
and snares are in the way of the frovvard." '•'The 
curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked," 
'' They that plough iniquity and sow wickedness, 
reap the same." "The wicked man travailcth with 
pain all his days^ " In the revenues of the wicked 
is trouble." "To be carnally minded is death." 
" Mischief and sorrow are in the midst of the wicked." 
" The wan-es of sin is death." ^ 

Do these inspired witnesses agree with the state- 

1 That the retributions of Conscience are present and continuous, or, 
in ether words, that the mor.il nature of man carries within itself its 
rewards and punishments, is slowly getting acknowlcilgmcnt among 
thcclogians and writers on Mor.ils. Da. Chalmrrs says, " In the 
peace and enjoyment of the good aifections thure is a very present re- 
ward, and in the disquietude and agony of the evil affeotions there is a 
very present vengeance." And ag.iin : ** If men should cease to be 
wicked, all wretchedness and woe would in a great measure be banish- 
ed from society ; and if the character of heaven were re-es- 
tablished upon earth, the blessedness of heaven would be forthwith 
H'4iliied." In dilutes of Theol. i. 104, 128. 

To the same point testifies Du. Wayland respecting the awar.ls of 
Conscience: " We can never be disunited from it. It goes with us 
through all the scenes of life, in company and alone, admonishing, 
warning, reproving, and recording; and, as a source of happiness or 
of misery, it must abide with us forever." .... "Conscience 
forewarns us against crime, and inflicts its own ])eculiar punishment 
upon guilt." Moral Science, pp 83, 103,'4ti7. 

In what sense, then, is this a state of probation ? and foi what pur- 
pose is a future state of punishment ordained for the sins of this stjite T 
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ment that " the present is a state of probation/' and 
not of retribution, and that *' the penuhy due to sin 
is n t inflicted here " ? 

Cut God is not confined to one mctliod of punish- 
ment. IJetribution comes also in the form of out- 
ward ju'lgments. "The cho.en people, in their 
passage through the wilderness, sinned frequently 
and provoked their God to anger. They are punish- 
ed by hunger and thirst ; fire belched forth from the 
bowels of the earth, and consumed some of the of- 
fenders ; a plague came down upon them ; fiery 
serpents invaded their camp, and stung great num- 
bers of the pi'< pie ; their j(?urncy vras drawn out 
into a we.iry wimdering i'or forty years in a barren 
dci-ert ; and finally there were but two of that whole 
generation w!io were suffered to enter into the hind 
of promise. Moses and Aaron, the two learlers of 
the host, although faithful in the main, yet having 
sinned, — the one by anger, and the other by 
countenancing the people in their idolatry, — are not 
permitted to pet foot on Canatin. The sons of Eli 
digrace the oflice of tlie priesthood by their unholy 
a ts ; a sentence from on high is prcnounced against 
them, and they are slain as they bore the ark in bat- 
tle with the Philistines. Balaam contends a*jainst 
hracl in spile of God's command to the contrary, 
and in return for his frowardness is killed in battle. 
The wliole career of Saul bears testimony to a sys- 
tem of temporal retribution. Throughout his reign, 
he was guilty of continual declensions from the law 
of that God who had given him the sceptre, and ac- 
cordingly l.e was visited with frequent reverses , his 
unchecked passions distempered his mind, and sub- 
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jected liim to seasons of madness and frenzy ; his life 
IS poisoned with jealousy, fear and remorse, and at 
length, when he had rei'used reproof and persisted in 
sin, he dies by his own hand on the field of battle. 
David is guilty of the heavy offences of adultery and 
murder ; he is expressly punished by the death of the 
child, and there was a series of misfortunes from this 
time to the close of his reign, which were sent as 
further chastisements of his dark crimes. Jeroboam 
encouraged his people in the worship of idols, and, 
in consequence, the favor of the Lord departed from 
him and his household and kin^jdom. Ahab and 
Jczabel favored the false prophets, insulted the 
prophets of the Lord, practised oppression, fraud 
and cruelty, and they are notably punished for their 
dark offences ; the one is slain in battle, the other is 
cast from her window and devoured by the dogs. 
The princes and the people in general have, through 
many generations, grievously departed from the law 
of the Lord : they are carried into captivity in Baby- 
lon, where, during seventy years, they endure all the 
bitter evils of exile, bondage and oppression. Nebu- 
chadnezzar insults the majesty of heaven by his 
pride, ambition and ungodliness. He is cast down 
from his high place, and doomed during seven year? 
to herd with the beasts of the field. Belshazzar, 
fjrgetful of the warnings and the judgments that 
befell his gi^andsire, exhibits the same overwecninjj 
arrogance, conjoined with profligacy and profanity. 
Vengeance descends upon him in the hour of his 
loftiest pride and exaltation. As he sat in the midst 
of his nobles and captains, rioting in drunkenness, 
sacrilege and licentiousness, a spectral hand is eeen 
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by him to write his doam in mystical characters on 
the wall. The sentence is expounded to him by the 
prophet of the Lord, and that very night his city is 
taken and sacked, he himself slain, and his kin^-dom 
given to another. I -aman cherishes a deadly jealousy 
against the upright Mordecai, and carries liis hatred 
60 far as to erect a gallows on which he proposes to 
hong the object of his enmity. His dark schemes 
are discovered and turned against himself, and he 
and his sons are hanged on the gibbet which he had 
prepared for another." ^ 

What a commentary this array of judgments and 
punishments on the truth of the apostle's declara- 
tion, that, under the old dispensation, " every trans- 
gression received a just recompense of reward." 

Guided, therefore, by the Bible, and instructed by 
the providence of God, we warn every man of the 
swift retributions of gin ; and endeavor to persuade 
all that the only way of life and peace and blessed- 
ness, is the way of obedience and righteousness. We 
proclaim to all men everywhere : " The wages of sin 
is death," and they are promptly paid. If you would 
not receive them, abandon the service of sin, and fol- 
low after holiness ; for until you do this, you shall 
not see the Lord, nor enjoy his comfortable presence. 
Do this, and you shall have that peace which passeth 
knowledge ; and the Holy Spirit, which is the Uni- 
versal Comforter, shall come and dwell with vou for- 
ever. 

' ** A System of Temporal Retribution indicated from Scripture and 
Observation.'* The author was formerly a Presb3rterian Minister o/ 
Nova Scofia. 



CHAPTER IX. 

EEPENTANCE AND FORQITENESS AS RELATED TO SALTATION AND 

PUNISHMENT. 

Ecpentance, in its relation to Salvation, is simply 
reformation, or that " godly sorrow " for sin which 
leads to its abandonment. It is not mere regret foi 
wrong, but, through the help of the Holy Spirit, 
such a complete change of mind and heart, in regard 
to the exceeding wickedness of all disobedience, and 
the nature of wrong itself, that the heart and con- 
science turn from it with abhorrence. John Baptist 
preached, as the fore-runner of Jesus, saying, " Re- 
pent, for the kingJom of heaven is at hand." And 
the Saviour said, " The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingJom of God is at hand ; repent ye and believe 
the gospel." Mark i. 15. That is, Reform, for the 
kingdom of righteousness is about to be set up — 
abandon your sinful and wicked life, and prepare, by 
a change of faith, and heart, and conduct, to enter 
into its heavenly joys. 

Paul says to the Corinthians, *' I rejoice, not that 
ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repent- 
ance ; for godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva- 
tion not to be repented of." 2 Cor. vii. 8-11. Not 
sorrow only, not regret that they had suffered for 
their sin ; but sorrow for the sin itself, and such sor- 
row that it led to a complete reformation, to an en- 
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tire cb inge of heart and life, and consequent salvation 
from sin and from the love of it. 

To the same point is the exhortation of Peter : 
"Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord," &c. Acts 
iii. 19. Reform, and be so thoroughly turned to God, 
that he may look upon you no longer as sinners, but as 
saved, having a new heart and a right spirit. " And 
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins," 
Mark i. 4. The thought here is the same — such re- 
pentance as will put away sin entirely, and lead to a 
new life of holiness. And thus repentance and sal- 
vation touch each other at these points, and are 
identical. 

Of course, presented in this Scriptural forss^ it is 
easy to see that repentance is necessary to salvation, 
to deliverance from sin ; and that without repentance 
there can be no salvation, no conformity to the divine 
law of holiness. But, at the same time, we must re- 
member that salvation is from sin, and not from pun- 
ishment ; and that repentance, therefore, is not 
security from punishment, not a way or a means of 
escape from the penalty of actual transgression. 

Repentance leads to forgiveness, just as it leads to 
flalvation ; for forgiveness, as taught in the Bible, is 
forgiveness of sin, never of the punishment of sin. 
This is important, and is illustrated by such passages 
as these : " He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our si?is." 1 John i. 9. " Thou hast forgiven the 
iniquity of thy people." Psalm Ixxxv. 2. "And 
their sins shall be forgiven them." Mark iv. 12. 
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" Ble^^sed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
\^ hose 5m is covered/' Psalm xxxii. 1 ; Rom iv. 7. 
" Having forgiven you all trespasses.^^ Col. ii. 13. 
" I write to you, because your sins are forgiven." 
1 John ii. 12. " Who forgiveth all thine iniquities,^^ 
Psalm ciii. 3. " Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, to give repent- 
ance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.^^ Acts v. 31, 
'^ Through him is preached unto you forgiveness of 
sins^ iii. *' In whom we have forgiveness of sins.^* 
Eph. i. ; Col. i. 

These texts are proofs of the position that the 
Scriptural doctrine of forgiveness is not remission of 
punishment, but of the sin which brings punishment. 
We are punished for sins already committed, but we 
are forgiven the evil heart, the wicked passions which 
lead to the commission of them. 

And this truth is clearly set forth in such testimo- 
ny as this : " The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty,^^ Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Nothing can 
be more directly to the point, than this declaration, 
that the guilty are both punished and forgiven ; that 
it is iniquity, transgression, and sin, which are for- 
given, and not the consequences or penalty of these. 

Hence God says to the prophet Isaiah, " Comfort 
ye my people, speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 
and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned ; for she has received 
at the Lords hand^ double for all her sins,'' xl. 1, 2. 
It is impossible to state the matter in more positive 



816 THEOLOGY OF UXIVEESALI5M. 

terms than these. Jerusalem had been punirfhed se- 
verely, terribly for all her sins, and at the same time 
we are told that she was pardoned or forgiven — but 
what was forgiven ? " Her iniquity," or the sin 
which brought upon her these judgments of the Lord. 
And without question, the very punishment she suf- 
fered was one of the agencies by which this forgive- 
ness was accomplished. 

A^'^hat, then, is the meaning of forgiveness ? The 
original word is a^P^v.w*, aphiemi^ in its verbal form, 
and <5(?f(Tf$, aphesis^ in its substantive form. The 
italicized words, in the following texts, are render- 
ings of the orifjinal terms : " Then Jesus sent the 
multitudes awayT Matt. xiii. 33. And in 1 Cor. 
vii. 12, it is applied to the divorce ox putting away of 
a wife. In Luke iv. 18, it occurs twice, translated 
by the English words " deliverance " and " liberty," 
— " to preach deliverance to the captives, and to set 
at liberty them that are bruised. 

The simple meaning, therefore, of the term " for- 
giveness," is putting or sending away^ removal^ or 
deliverance from ; and '' forgiveness of sin," is re- 
moval of sin, or deliverance from sin. From this 
point the subject becomes intelligible. The sin is 
punished and forgiven — the penalty of transgression 
is inflicted ; and then the sinner is forgiven, or deliv- 
ered from his sinful course, his evil heart of wicked- 
ness. And the very punishment itself, is conducive 
to this forgiveness, on this putting away of sin. Sub- 
dued and humbled by the just judgments of God, he 
reflects upon his ways, is brought to repentance, 
abandons his wicked life, and thus his sins arc dis- 
missed, put away, forgiver ; he is set at liberty, or 
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delivered from them ; or, in other words, he is saved 
— not from punishment, but from sin. 

This is clearly and beautifully illustrated in the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, which we may be per- 
mitted to introduce ajjain to aid us in understanding 
this important subject. He was guilty of great folly 
and wickedness, and he was sorely punished for it : 
he suffered terribly for the wrong he had done. This 
suffering, this punishment, at last brought him to re- 
pentance ; he abandoned his sinful life, or, what is 
the same thing, his sins were forgiven or put away ; 
he was saved from them, and returned to his father's 
house, to obedience and happiness. He did not by 
liis repentance escape the punishment of his past 
transgression ; but he did escape from his sins, and 
from the punishment which would have followed a 
continuance in them. The steps in his fall and rise 
were these : 1. Temptation. 2. Sin. 3. Punishment. 
4. Repentance. 5. Forgiveness. 6. Salvation. Every 
one who has sinned, and abandoned his sins, can un- 
derstand this process, this inward experience, without 
any learned theological treatise on the metaphysical 
relations of these various steps to each other. 

No repentance can save from the just penalty of 
(he violated law. The hand thrust into the fire is 
burned, and no regret, no sorrow, however sincere, 
can save from the pain ; but it may save from a repe- 
tition of the act, and so save from the repetition of 
tb«^ pain. The repentance of the drunkard does not 
save him from the past shame and degradation and 
torment of his transgressions. He has not been 
a drunkard all these years without suffering the loss 
of honor and place, of the respect of his neighbors, 
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of his own respect ; without humiliation, disgrace and 
remorse. He cannot be forgiven these ; but his re- 
pentance will save him from the sin of drunkenness, 
and thus, the sin being forgiven, from a continuation 
of the punishment. 

We turn now to another element involved in the 
idea of forgiveness, viz. : the re-instatement of the; 
sinner in the position he occupied before his tran.<- 
gression. The party against whom the sin has been 
committed resjards the offender as though the sin had 
not been committed. On his repentance and return 
tlie father received the prodigal as if he had never 
wanderetl, with t e same welcome and affection as 
before his transgression. His sin was blotted out, 
and no longer remembered ajcainst him. 

The idea is expressed in such passages as these : 
" According unto the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies, blot out my transgressions Flide thy face 

from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities." Ps. 
li, 1, 9. "Fori will be merciful to their righteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more." Heb. viii. 12. That is, their sins and 
iniquities shall not be remembered against them ; or, 
in the language of Ezekiel respecting the repentant 
sinner, " All his transgressions that he hath com- 
mitted, they shall not be mentioned unto him." xviii. 
The same treatment shall be extended toward him, 
as if he had not transgressed ; the same love shall 
embrace him after he has repented or reformed, which 
embraced him before he sinned. 

And beside this, there is embodied in the idea of 
forgiveness that sense of release and freedom from 
the guilt and condemnation of sin, which is the natu- 
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ral consequence of a complete abandonment of it, 
and a fixed purpose to live a life of virtue and godli- 
ness. The former transgressor feels that the cloud 
which separated between him and God i3 passed 
away, and that he can again see the face of the 
Father, an J rejoice in his approving smiles, and feci 
that sweet peace and satisfaction which are the re- 
ward of well-Joing, of obedience and love. 

It 13 from this point we see the meaning of these 
w^or Js of the Saviour : " If ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you ; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.'* 
JMatt. vi. 14, 15. Hatred, a spirit of revenge, a hard 
and unforgiving temper, is itself a sin ; and while we 
cherish it, we cannot have the approval of God, nor 
the peace and serenity of a kind and loving heart. 
No sin can be forgiven or put away, except upon re* 
pentance ; and God will bless us with a sonse of his 
comfortable presence, only on the coKO'ition that we 
abandon all wrong of conduct and feollug, and purify 
our hearts of all hatred and vindicti* eness. So long 
as these evil passions are in the hc/rt, we cannot be 
forgiven ; or, in other words, the si:i of them remains 
with us. " Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and oflTer thy gift. Matt. v. 
23, 24. 

" Forgive U5 (jur debts, as we forgive our debtors." 
As we seek by our love and kindness to overcome 
and j;)ut away the hatred that is in the hearts of our 
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enein'tv.\ i^a we regard with favor those who repent of 
their wrctkT; to us ; so do thou, O Lord, by the power 
of thy 3ovvV, by thy grace, subdue our hardness, re- 
move our sinfulness, and restore us to the communion 
and fellowship of thy Holy Spirit. 

The simple fact is this : We cannot, constituted 
morally and spiritually as we are now, be at peace 
with God till we are at peace with our brother. Wq 
cannot feel reinstated in the approbation and favor of 
our Father, against whom we have all sinned so 
much, until we freely forgive and restore to favor the 
penitent who have trespassed against us. Hatred, 
malice, revenge are themselves proof of our unfor- 
given cond'tion; for forgiveness of sin is abandon- 
ment of sin, but the cherishing these evil feelings is 
itself a sin, and an evidence, therefore, that we have 
not abandoued it. 



CHAPTER X. 

TOS SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE OF DAMNATIOIT. 

SECTION I. 

DEFINITION AND USAGE OF THE ORIGINAL WORDS. 

The words " damn " and " damnation," are trans- 
lations of several original words in the New Testa- 
nient. In order to get at the true value and radical 
meaning of the terms, it will be necessary to present 
the Greek forms separately, with examples of the 
various English renderinjjs. 

I. Kqlpm — Krino, This word occurs, in its simple 
form, one hundred and ten (110) times, in the New 
Testament, and is rendered " damn " once ; in the 
compound form o( lOnaK^ivoi — JTa^a^W/io, nineteen 
(19) times, and is rendered " damn " twice. The 
three passages are the following : " And for this 
cause God shall send them stronoj delusion, that they 
should believe a lie ; that they all may be damned 
(krino^^ who believe not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12. "He that 
believeth, and is baptised, shall be saved ; but he 
that bclieveth not, shall be damned," (Jcatakrino^) 
l^Iark xvi. 16. " He that dcubtcth is damned (Jcata" 
kvino) if he eat, because he cateth not of faith ; for 
whatsoever is not of fiiith, is sin." Kom. xiv. 23, 

The exact weight which is to be attached to this 



322 THEOLOGY OF UNI'' l.RSALISM. 

worJ " damned, " as the Enijlish renderinjx of the 
original, will best be seen by adopting it as the trans- 
lation in other passages where it occurs in the origi- 
nal, but is rendered into English by a different word. 
" That ye may eat and drink at my table in my king- 
dom, and sit on thrones damning the twelve tribes of 
Israel." Luke xxii. '* He that believeth not, is 
damned already." John iii. " Doth our law damn 
any man, before it hear him ? " vii. " Know ye not 
that we shall damn ansfcls ? " 1 Cor. vi. ''Then said 
Pilate unto them, Take ye him (Jesus) and damn 
bill) according to your law." Johnxviii. ''Woman, 
liath no man damned thee ? . . . . Neither do 1 damn 
thee. Go, and sin no more." John viii. " Let not 
l.ini who eateth not, damn him who eateth." Rom. 
xiv. " When Judas saw that he (Christ) was damn- 
ed." Matt, xxvii. "Touching the resurrection of 
the dead, I am damned by you this day." Acts xxiv. 
These texts are sufficient to show that the oriiijinal 
word is not one specially employed to express the 
idea of punishment even, certainly not of endles/» 
punishment. And is it likely, if the doctrine of end- 
less punishment be true, that the Holy Spirit would 
have chosen a word to express it so very elastic and 
indefinite as this ? Is it reasonable to suppose that 
so tremendous a fact would be left to rest on so slight 
a foundation ? on a Greek word, so doubtful that 
even tlie translators themselves have ventured to 
translate it " damnation " only three times, out of a 
usage of one hundred and twenty- nine times ! And 
is there anything in these three texts whic!i so dis- 
tinguishes them from the other one hundred and 
twenty-six, as to lead us to believe they are specially 
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Bct apart as revelations of this terrible dognia ? An 
examination of them, and a comparison with tlie rest, 
will furnish a ready and satisfactory answer to this 
question ; and show that the simple idea is that of 
judgment or trial ; and hence decision or decree ; and 
from this, condemnation, loss^ or injury , consequent 
upon any given action or conduct. Thus the evils or 
jiunisliments, consequent upon unbelief, are described 
by this term. And he who eats meats forbidden by the 
law, or such as had been offered to idols, while doubt- 
ful of the propriety of it, or his conscience not ap- 
])roving, is condemned ; on the ground that we should 
not do anything of the propriety and rightness (f 
which we are doubtful. But in all this there is no 
allusion to future or endless damnation. The mean- 
ing is plain enough to those who wish to know the 
truth. 

II. r(Q.ai9 — Krisis. This word is found forty- 
eight (4^) times in the New Testament, and is triins- 
lated three times damnation^ twice condemnation, 
twice accusation, and in every other instance, judg^ 
menL The passages where it is rendered by the 
word "damnation," are Matt, xxiii. 33, "How can 
ye escape the damnation of hell ? " Mark iii. 29, 
He who blasphemes against the Holy Ghost, " is in 
danger of eternal damnation ;" John v. 29, " The re- 
surrection of damnation." 

The same idea pervades the substantive usage of 
the word, which marked the verbal form ; and the 
three English words chosen by our translators, to re- 
present its meaning, well express its development. 
First, " accusation," or the charge or indictment 
acrainst the offender for the violation of the kiw. 
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Sezcnd^ "judgment," or trial of the accused, tho 
proceedings necessary to conviction. Thirds " con- 
demnation," or " damnation," consequent upon con- 
viction ; the punishment of the transgressor accord- 
ing to the demands of Government and the Law. 

Of course, there is nothing in this which would 
lead any one to suppose that this accusation, judg- 
ment, conviction, and condemnation, or damnation, 
can only take place in some other world than this. 
The word in the original is constantly applied to the 
things of this world, to men in the flesh ; and when 
used in connection with transgressors of the moral 
law, implies the infliction of the penalty, or damna- 
tion, where and when the offence is committed. 
What the damnation is, is determined entirely by the 
nature of the offence. The damnation of unbelief, is 
the condition itself, and the consequences of unbelief, 
the darkness, and gloom, and torment, which are the 
fruit of it. " He that believeth n:t, is damned al- 
ready ; and this is the damnation, that men have lov- 
ed (or chosen) darkness rather than light." John iii. 
But the damnation of the " Scribes, Pharisees, and 
hypocrites," who were full of all manner of wicked- 
ness and corruption, was seen in the terrible calami- 
ties which fell on them in the overthrow and destruc- 
tion cf their nation. 

III. Koiifu — Krima. This word occurs twentT-* 
eight (28) times, and is translated " damnation " sev- 
en times, as follows : Of the Pharisees it is said, be- 
cause of their greater wickedness, '* therefore, ye 
shall receive the greater damnation." Matt, xxiii., 
Mark xii., Luke xx. " Whose damnation is just." 
Rom. iii. Those who resist the civil power " shall 
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receive to themselves damnation." Eom. xiii. " He 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself." 1 Cor. xi. Certain 
widows in haste to rjarry, do so, " having damnation, 
because they have cast off their first faith." 1 Tim. 
V. 12. 

Unfortunately for the English reader, the transla- 
tors of the Bible have, in very many important cases, 
confounded the duty of translator with that of inter- 
preter or commentator. Instead of selecting the best 
English term, to represent a given Hebrew or Greek 
word, and preserving a uniform translation ; they 
have undertaken, too often, to decide for the reader 
what this or that passage or expression, means as re- 
gards doctrine. In respect to the word now in re- 
view, as well as those already considered, instead of 
simply translating it by some one English term, and 
leaving the reader to compare all the texts, and thus 
decide for himself its true signification ; they have 
varied its translation according: to their own creeds or 
opinions, and taken upon themselves to determine the 
doctrine of the passages where it occurs. 

For example, suppose we had " damnation " in the 
following passages as the translation of Icrvma ; then 
by comparing it with the seven texts already given, 
the reader could judge for himself, whether the 
original contained in itself, or was ever employed to 
cx]^)ress, the idea of endless torment after death. 
Speaking of the Saviour, th^^ disciples say : " The 
chief priests, and our rulciv>, delivered him to be 
damned to death," — literally^ "to the damnation of 
death." What damnation means here, is defined by 
the sentence itself, viz : death by crucifixion. And 
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the thief rebuked his companion, " Dost thou not 
four God, seeing thou art in the same damnation? " 
i. e. of death. ^* For damnation I am come into this 
world." John ix. " O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God I how uii- 
searchnble are his damnations, and his ways past 
finding out." Kom. xi. And this immediately after 
announcing the goodness of God in tlie final restora- 
tion of the Jews and Gentiles I What can be more 
decifc ive against the common interpretation of the word 
*' danmation ? " Is it likely that any such thought 
was associated with the term in the mind of the apos- 
tle ? If so, would he not have chosen some other 
icrm for expressing his wonder and joy, in view of 
\ he great ingathering of Jews and Gentiles through 
t he grace of God ? 

" For the time is come that damnation must begin 
Hi the house of God (the Christians) ; and if it first 
begin with us, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God ? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 
sinner appear ? " 1 Pet. iv. 17. In this case the 
damnation began with the godly, and ended with the 
un^rodly, and was the same in both cases. And it is 
to be noted that this was 1800 years ago ; for the 
apostle says, " The time is come (i. e. when he was 
writing,) that damnation must begin at the house of 
God." The damnation was the suffering to which 
the Christians were subjected by the persecutions of 
the Jews ; and the calamities which afterward came 
upon the Jews themselves, and swept them away in 
the whirlwind of God's judgment, the great day of 
his wrath. Gilpin, of the English Church, has ex- 



DOCTRINE OF DAMNATION. 827 

iictly expressed the meaning : ** Thus, amidst the 
general ruin which is eoming upon these wicked 
times, the Christian shall have his share. But his 
afflictions will be light, in comparison of that great 
overthrow which shall destrov the Jewish nation."^ 

These passages are enough to discover to us the 
meaninor and usag-e of the words translated " damn " 
and. " damnation " in the New Testament. And 
nothing can be plainer to the honest and unprejudiced 
mind, than that the oriijinal Greek words never had 
associated with them the same horrible ideas, which 
are so universally attiched to the English words. It 
IS not possible to believe that if the disciples, or the 
people of that age, had commonly employed the 
words krino^ krima^ krisis^ in the sense in which the 
majority of Christians now employ the words damn 
and damnation, that they would so often and so 
freely have applied them to Jesus. 

Considering the present popular use of the words, 
it would be painful and offensive to talk of Christ's 
beino; damned, or of his beinj? delivered to the dam- 
nation of death. Yet the evangelists say these 
things without any hesitation or explanation ; show- 
ing thereby that they did not connect with the words 
the errors and revolting dogmas of modern Chris- 
tians. There is nothing in any of the passages where 
the Greek words occur, however translated, to lead 
us to imagine that they ever thought of any suffer- 
ing or punishment beyond this life. They employed 
them in reference to human tribunals and punish- 

' I\\[Ge's Selections, where it will be seen that the same view is taken 
by other cmlneiit orthodox commentators, as Whitby, Mackmgut, 
LiaaxFOOT, the Citholic Calwet, &a 
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ments ; to describe the consequences of unbelief, of 
blindness of mind and hardness of heart ; to desig- 
nate those ju Igments of God upon individual and 
national wickedness, which they saw themselves in 
this world, and which were visible to all who had 
eyes to see. 

And it cannot but commend itself to every careful 
thinker, that where such tremendous interests are at 
stake, the Holy Spirit would certainly be direct and 
positive in the statement of the matter. Surely, if 
it were intended that the terrible fact of a future life 
of endless woe and torment should be revealed as a 
warninsT to the race, as the foreordained lot of the 
wicked, then God would have chosen for its revela- 
tion terms more preci- e and exclusive in their sig- 
nification than any of those we have examined. Nay, 
is not a subject of such vast moment to all mankind, 
worthy of a language of its own? If it be true that 
any are to be " damned'* in the sense of infinite, un- 
ending misery, and true that all are in danger of it, 
would not the Spirit consecrate to the special revela- 
tion of this awful fact, words and phrases never to be 
used for any other purpose ? Where it Is of such 
immense importance that all possibility of mistake 
should be excluded, would not God take out, and set 
apart, from all other human language, the specific 
terms to be used in announcing: and enforcing this 
dreadful truth ? and say to all the world, — 

" These are the words and phrases in which this 

doctrine is to he taught — they are sacred to this pur^ 
pose. Whenever, therefore, they appear on the 2)ages 

of Inspiration^ let it be known, at once, of all men^ 

that they mean this, and never anything but thisy viz : 
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A LIFE ACCURSED OF GOD; A FUTURE LIFE OF TOR- 
MENT WITHOUT MEASURE AND WITHOUT END I " 

A matter of such fearful interest to the entire race 
of man, demanded something of this sort. We have 
a right, when the whole infinite sweep of our future 
being is concerned, to expect that a just God, not 
to say a merciful Father, would be thus explicit and 
positive in the terms chosen for the revelation of 
endless punishment. And had he done this, which 
it was so easy to do, then all argument and debate, 
all criticism and doubt, would have been shut out 
from the beginning. And since he has not done what 
it was so easy to do, and what justice demanded, there 
is but one lawful inference, but one conclusion per- 
mitted us, and that is, that he never intended to re- 
veal such a doctrine, simply because it is not true. 

SECTION II. 

RESURRECTION OF DAMNATION — AWAKING TO SHAME AND EVER- 
LASTING CONTEMPT. 

There is one passage which may be thought to 
conflict with the doctrine of the preceding sec:;ion, 
inasmuch as it speaks of a damnation in connection 
with the resurrection ; coming, in fact, after the res- 
urrection. Not the resurrection, we might reply, but 
a resurrection. This passage, with its correlative in 
Daniel, will now receive attention. 

' Atiianase Coquebel, the distinguished Protestant preacher of Pjv- 
ris, says: " Who will believe that the eternity of punishment, a doctrine 
of such ten'ibb and grave importance, can depend, in any sense, upon 
triflesof criticism, upon variations of translation? It is a first legiti- 
mate prejudice against such a dogma, the necessity of giving it such 
support; and I cannot but think that, if it T^as taught in the Gospel, it 
would be done with a clearness so terrible that we should all trembld 
at it, but not dispute it.'* 
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" Marvel not at this ; for the hour is cominsr. in 
the whicli all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.*' 
John V. 28, 29. 

That the Saviour is speaking here of a moral or 
spiritual, and not of a literal resurrection, is plain 
enough from the entire context ; and if so, the dam- 
nation is in this world, and not in the immortal world 
to which a literal resurrection introduces us. *" Mar- 
vel not at this.'^ What? The declaration he had 
just made, — '* Verily, I say unto you the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live." Here was a resurrection which had actually 
commenced ; and the only difference between this 
and that mentioned in verses 28, 29, was that the first 
was partial, and the other universal. Both were 
moral, a resurrection from ignorance, unbelief and 
spiritual darkness, to knowledge, faith and jspiritual 
light and life, consequent upon the preaching of 
Christ. The terms set over against each other as 
equivalents, show this — " the dead " in the one, being 
those that " are in the graves " in the other ; and 
coming forth to " the resurrection of life " in one, 
answering to " shall live " in the other. 

And the parallel is seen still farther in the state- 
ment preceding these, in verse 24 — *' Verily I say 
unto you, he that hearcth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but is passed from death 
untj life." Here "life," or "everlasting life," is 
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something already possessed by the believer ; an:l 
it is set against " conilemnation," which is the equiva- 
lent of the "damnation" in verse £9, showing: that 
both texts refer to the same kind of a resurrection, 
one actually begun, tlie other about to begin. The 
expression, "is passed from death to life," shows that 
the " death " and the " life," and the resurrection or 
the passing from one to the other, are all figurative, 
and not literal, — something which takes place while 
the persons are yet in the body ; the resurrection 
being the result of faith in Christ. 

And the same idea as re-stated in even stronjxer 
language in chapter xi. 25, 23 : "I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life ; he that belie veth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me, shall never die^^ Now that 
Christ is here speaking of moral or spiritual life and 
death, is proved by the fact that those who believe on 
him do die naturally ; and also by the fact that the 
literally dead do not rise or live because they believe 
in Clirist — otherwise, only believers would have a 
resurrection. But the dead spoken of here are raised 
to life by faith or belief in Christ ; while those living 
and believing in him never die the death here spoken 
of. It is plain, therefore, that the terms arc used 
figuratively — "death" representing a state of unbe- 
lief and spiritual blindness ; and " life," or the com- 
ing forth to life, the opposite of this. 

The expr(3Ssion. " in the graves " is no stronger than 
the phrase "the dead." But if it were, its counter- 
part is found where it cannot possibly refer to the 
li:erally dead, in such passages as the following: 
" And he said unto me. Son of man, can thc^'c boned 
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live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest, 
. . . So I prophesied as I was commanded, and as I 
propliesicd there was a noise, and behold 1 a shaking, 
and the bones came together, bone to his bone. . . . 
And the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and 
I he skin covered them, . . . and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood up upon their feet^ an 
exceeding great army I Then he said unto me, Scm 
of man, these bones are the whole house of Israd, 
There (ore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your grares 
and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye sh^ 
know tliat I am the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought yon up out of yoar 
graves, and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in yonr own land.^ Eae- 
kicl xxxvii. 

Here the prophet represents the political overthrt^ir 
of the Jews, and their captivity in Babykn, mt&r 
the figure of being dead and in their grares ; and tfceir 
doHvoraueo frcra captivity and restoradcKi to ditifr 
own lanvl, as a resurrection, a coming forth Ci> Ere. 
And the Saviour represents the gross darkness ami 
uubvlkt of the Jews and Heathen, under the li^-ir* 
of lolug dead and in their graves ; and thor aw:&kisi^- 
iiijT trom this state through the preadung ot*the G^j«r- 
p vU under the figure of a resnrrectioii.* Tbotse w^jk 

' T^ie sazie i^ir« Is oocizioa iririi 11:5, is th^ f^Samn^ ftam. ▼ 
wir iicw: — 

** But w2<£nj ?iie Goijpei cooaes* 
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11 this state of ignorance an J darkness, had followed 
what light they possessed, and done good as far at 
they knew, on hearing the voice of the Son of man, 
or the Gospel, would find their conduct approved, 
and would rejoicingly come forth from the grave of 
ignorance and unbelief to a resurrection of life; but 
tliose who had done evil, hearing the eearclihig 
i ruths of the Gospel would find their evil deeds re- 
jtroved, and would come forth to the resurrection of 
damnation. For example : Cornelius, while dead, or 
in the grave of pagan ignorance, did good as far as 
he knew, lived a life of charity and love ; hence, 
when he heard the voice of the Son of man in the 
truth preached by Peter, he came forth to the resur- 
rection of life. In other words, the Gospel approved 
his conduct, and God blessed him for his faithful im- 
provement of his one talent. On the other hand, the 
Pharisees, Priests and Scribes came forth at the voice 
of the Son of man, to the resurrection of damnation, 
for the false, hypocritical and wicked life they had 
lived, though the very oracles of God were in their 
keeping. The same thing, in fact, we see now, every 
day, where the Gospel is preached to the mixed mul- 
titude of good and evil men. " He that believeth not 
is condemned (damned) already ^^ by the truth. " And 
this is the condemnation, (or damnation, the same 
original word which occurs in the phrase 'resurrec- 
tion of damnation,') that lijht is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil." John iii. 18, 19. 

These various testimonies establish the fact that 
the death, resurrection, life and damnation here spoken 
of are all realized in this world, while yet in the 
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lash ; a:il thsrefjro, that Christ u njt spaakia;^ of a 
literal resurrection, nor of a damnation to come aftcj 
the soul enters the spiritual world. 

And now let us proceed to notice the passage In 
Daniel, where, though the words "damnation" and 
" resurrectbn '* do not occur, we find what arc, per- 
haps, their equivalents — " awaking from the dust, 
and " everlasting contempt." And since the text Is 
put down in the margin of all our Bibles as parallel 
with the preceding^ and the resemblance in language 
and metaphor Is so marked, it seems fitting to give it 
an examination here. 

" And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt." xli. 2. This is 
probably a prophetic description of what would take 
place when the old dispensation of the I^aw should be 
abolished, anJ the new dispensation of the Gospel set 
up in its place. The thought is precisely that of 
John V. just reviewed ; only that the prophet secm^ 
to have more special reference to the Jews, while the 
Saviour, who doubtless had the language of Daniel 
in mind, extends the application to Jews and Gentiles 
alike. 

The meaning of the phrase, " sleeping In the dust 
of the earth," is the same as that of our Lord, " all 
that arc in the graves " ; indicating a state of spirit- 
ual sloth, stupidity, ignorance and unbelief. And 
the time of awaking from this, or of the resurreciion 
here intimated, is definitely fixed by a comparison of 
the words of the prophet with those of the Saviour 
in Matt. xxiv. 

Daniel says, " And there shall be a time of trou!)lo, 



KESUKRECilON OF DAilXATION. 335 

sucli as never was since there was a nation, even to 
that same time ; and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book. And many of th^m that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
BOine to shame and everlasting contempt." xii. 1-3. 
And in verse 11 he speaks of the time when " the 
abomination that maketh desolate shall be set up." 
This is the connection ; and it will be seen that this 
awakino: to " everlasting life " and " everlasting: shame 
and contempt," was to take place when there should 
be a time of trouble such as never was before, anJ 
the abomination of desolation should be set up in the 
holy place. 

Now the Saviour refers to this very language of 
the prophet, and fixes its fulfilment at the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the abolition of the 
Law dispensation. Speaking of this event, he says : 
" When ye, therefore, shall see the abomination spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
then let them which be in Judea flee into the moun- 
tains — (if the end of the material world were meant, 
Avhat security would it give to flee into the moun- 
tains? It is evident that the judgment referred to 
was the destruction of the city, fleeing from which 
into the country, or into the mountains, they would 
find refu2:G and safety) — for then shall be great tribu- 
lation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
worid to this time ; no, nor ever shall be. . . . Verily 
I say unto you, tiiis geLcratlou shall not pass till all 
these thin.o-s be fulfilled." Matt. xxiv. 16-34. 

Paniel and the Saviour both speak of the abomina- 
tion of desolation; and both speak of a time of trcu- 
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b!e or tribulation such as was never known before — 
and while Daniel says that this resurrection of some 
to " everlasting life," and of others to " shame and 
everlasting contempt," shall take place "a^ that tirae^' 
the time of this great tribulation ; Christ fixes " that 
time^^ by saying it should come before the generation 
then living passed away. And history records the 
truth of the declaration, by showing that within that 
period the Law was abolished and the Gospel king- 
dom set up ; the faithful and believing entering into 
the freedom, security and joy of a new life, while 
their old ])ersecutors and enemies fell into the " shame 
and everlasting contempt," the damnation of which 
Christ speaks in John, and which they still suffer, a 
by-word, a reproach and a hissing among the nations. 
And thus the words of Jesus in Matt, xxiii. 34, are 
exactly fulfilled: 'Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipere, how can ye escape the damnation of hell ? . . . 
That upon you may come all, the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth. . . . Verily I say unto you, all these 
things shall come upon this generation^ 

Substantially, therefore, the two passages under 
review refer to the same kind of a resurrection, and 
to the same kind of damnation. That of the prophet 
is more restricted in its purpose and application, being 
confined to a particular people and a particular event ; 
while that of the Saviour refers not only to the peo- 
ple who then heard his voice, and to events then 
happening, but to all nations and all times where and 
when the Gospel should be preached. 



CHAPTER XI. 

VfEBLASTING, ETERNAL, FOREVER, IN 0ONNBCT20N WITH PUN* 

ISHMENT. 

SECTION I. 
CLASSIC USAGE AND LEXICOGRAPHT. 

It is worthy of note that the words Aiifv and 
Jiifvio^^ everlasting^ eternal^ forever^ occur not less 
til an one hundred and seventy-nine times in the New 
Testament, and yet are applied to punishment only 
thirteen iime^. The expression "everlasting punish- 
ment " is found once only, " eternal damnation " once 
only, " everlasting destruction" once only, and " ever- 
lasting fire " twice. 

If these phrases do really set forth a life of endless 
pain, and Jesus came to announce this as the doom of 
the wicked, it is beyond measure astonishing that he 
should mention it in this form only once or twice in 
the whole course of his ministry I Yet this is the 
fact, according to Matthew and Mark ; and if we had 
only the gospels of Luke and John, we should have 
no proof that he ever mentioned it at all, for they did 
not attach sufficient importance to the fact to record 
it in their account of his teachings ! Is it reasonable 
to suppose that, if these phrases had such a terrible 
meaning, they would have forgotten or neglected to 
Bay that Christ uttered them ? If they had under- 
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stood him to mean this, would not the special form of 
speech he used have graven Itself into their memory ? 

And again : if the phrases in review were chosen 
of Jesus to express the dreadful doctrine of endless 
torment, is it probable that Paul, Peter and Jude 
would employ them only once in their epistles ? and 
John and James not at all ? Think for a moment of 
the faithful, earnest, out-spoken Paul, really believing 
in this doctrine, and believing that Christ taught it in 
the phrases " everlasting punishment " and " eternal 
damnation," and writing thirteen or fourteen epistles 
on religious doctrines, and preaching everywhere to 
Jews and Gentiles, and yet only once using this lan- 
guag^e I It is beyond belief.* 

It must be confessed by every just-minded person, 
that these facts furnish a strong presumptive argu- 
ment that the words and phrases are not employed in 
the Scriptures to describe a condition of unending 
suffering. They are in themselves weighty evidence 
that the Greek a/ A»*'to$, or the English "everlasting," 
is expressive of indefinite rather than endless time. 
And this brings us to the inquiry — 

WTiat is the meaning of the Greek ^lofp and 
.^UoDt^ioi^ rendered " everlasting ^^^ " et&mal^'* ^^for&oer^^ 
cfec, in the New Testament? 

Usa«2:e determines the meaning of words. Lexi- 
cographers do not create meanings or definitions, but 
report them as gathered from the usage of the popu- 

*And the reply cannot bo made here, that is sometimes oflfered in regard 
to the word Gehenna (hell,) that it is a Hebrew word, and therefore 
would not be understood by the Gentiles. The words reviewed in the 
text are pure Greek, and if the apostles had believed the doctrine of 
endless woe, and believed these words expressed it, they would doubt- 
less have been in constant use. 
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Ijir writers, and standarl authors, of the language. 
The only method of understanding the current and 
real value of the words in review, is to examine the 
writings of Greek authors, and learn how thev used 
tliem, or what meaning was put upon them in the 
ordinary speech of the people. This our space will 
permit us to do only to a very limited extent ; but 
the examples shall be fairly reported, from various 
sources, so that the reader may have materials for 
forming a correct judgment in the case. 

Aristotle has been appealed to by Theologians as 
final authority in regard to the origin and meaning 
of these words. The substance of the passage so 
much relied on is that aion is composed of aei and on, 
signifying always being; or, perhaps, continuous 
being^ and closes with the following : " And the in- 
finite time of all things, and the period comprehend- 
ing that infinity, is aion^ deriving its name from aei 
einai. Whence also it appears that it is applied to 
other things, to some accurately, but to others in the 
lax sfgnification of being, or even life." ' 

Now let us suppose that Aristotle intends to define 
aion and aionios as meaning primarily and radically 
infinite time, yet this does not settle the usage of the 
words, nor their meaning in the New Testament. 
And it is precisely at this point that theological critics 
have made their great mistake. It is not the dcfini" 
tion which the critic may force upon the words, or the 
philologist wring from their roots, but the popular 
sense and usage, that we have to deal with. Christ 
did not preach to philosophers, scholars and critics, 

* De CalOt Lib. i. caput 9. See, also, De Mando, cap. 11, where 
the dcfiuition is repeated. 
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familiar with all the niceties of lexicography, and all 
the delicate shades of definition grounded on the 
origin and composition of words ; but to the common 
people speaking the language of common life, and 
familiar only with the ordinary meaning and popular 
use of words. 

And even Aristotle himself, whatever his scholaily 
exegesis, shows in the very passage in which lie 
gives it, what is the popular usage of the words. 
*' For the period," says he, " which comprehends the 
time of every one's life, beyond which nothing exists 
according to nature, is called his aion'^ — i. e., his 
period, existence, being, life-time. This concedes all 
we ever claimed or asked. No matter whether this 
is a critically accurate use of the term or not ; the 
only question is. Was it a current use ? did the peo- 
j)le employ it in this sense of indefinite time, oi time 
limited by the subject to which it was applied ? Aris- 
totle himself answers the question, and shows us that 
the words were applied to persons and things, to 
periods and eras, temporary by their very nature, 
lasting longer or shorter, according to circumstances. 

The same rule holds good in all languages. Even 
admitting the absolute definition, all words have a 
popular definition. , Take the word " endless," or 
" infinite," or any similar term, and the fact will be 
obvious. How often we hear of " endless talkers," 
*' an endless controversy," &c. ; of " infinite folly," of 
the " infinite tenderness " of a mother for her oflT- 
spring, of something " infinitely grand," or " infi 
nitely beautiful." Now, suppose one should go into 
an elaborate argument, or a learned and critical exe- 
gesis, to prove that the primary and radical meaning 
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of the word was absolute infinity of time or measure. 
It would determine nothing]: as to their meaninjx in 
any driven case. Here is a popular use of the words, 
and the meaning in any special case, limited or un- 
limited, must be determined by the subject and the 
connection. Common sense has more to do with it 
than pliilology. 

But aside from this, a little examination will show 
that the very language in which the great philosopher 
has attempted his definition, discovers that the sub- 
stantive meaning of the word is, after all, completeness 
of time or being, and not endless time. Observe how 
he connects his statements : " The period which com- 
prehends the time of every one's life is called his 
aion " — and then immediately adds : " For this rec^ 
8071^ therefore, the period of the whole heaven, even 
the infinite time of all things and the period compre- 
hending that infinity, is aion, immortal and divine, de- 
rivino^ its name from aei einai,^^ For what reason is 
infinite time or eternity called aion? Because, he 
says, " the period which comprehends the time of 
every one's life is called his aion^^ — therefore in- 
finite time, or the period embracing the life of the 
universe, is called its aion. 

The very structure of the sentence shows that the 
word designates the period or complete life of any per- 
son or thing, or the time of its being, whether longer 
or shorter ; and therefore, as infinite time or etemitT 
is the period of the heavens, or the time of their 
iluration, it is called the immortal and divine aion. 
And the very use of the descriptive word "im- 
mortal," shows the necessity felt of adding strength to 
the meaning of aion; and establishes the fact that it 
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takes its meaning in this case, as in all others, from 
the subject, thing or person to which it is joined ; and 
when applied to infinite time, takes the sense of eter- 
nity — is immortal or ever-enduring, because it is so 
applied. 

And this position is singularly affirmed by Aris • 
totle in another passage from the De Mundo, where 
he has the expression f| atQvo% uiiqiAoroi f U Bjf{)ov ulsftu^ 
" from one interminable aion to another aion,^' 
Now, if the radical meaning of the word is end- 
less, or absolute eternity, why did he add another 
word to increase the force of it? What sense is 
there in raying " from one endless eternity to another 
endless eternity ? " And even with the adjective 
*' interminable," he does not express the idea of abso- 
lute eternity, duration without limit or end ; other- 
wite there could not be " another '' such period, which 
the sentence affirms I 

So much, therefore, for Aristotle's famous defini- 
tion, of which so great use has been made by theolo- 
gians. His own usage is against his definition, and 
shows that however he wrote as a scholar and critic, 
he talked like other people, and used words in their 
popular sense.' And this is the real object of in- 
quiry ; the sense which the people put upon these 
words, the meaning attached to them in the ordinary 

^ There is another passage from Aristotle curiously confirming the 
above. IJc is sliowing that " there are some d'fiicult questions which 
we cannot with certainty answer," as for example — ** whether the 
world is etern il or not,' Voaiioc utcJio? »/ o\\ Now if Aristotle regard- 
ed aionios as the only proper word to express eternity, why did he not 
use it here ? No doubt he is speaking here of absolutely endless duration ; 
nnd yet, instead of employing aionios to express it, he selects a diter- 
snt word altogether, aidios. — Tropic ^ Lib. i. cap. xi., in Grotius dt 
i^erilate. Lib. i. § vii. JVbte. 
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business, social and religious conversation of the mul- 
titude. 

That the popular sense of aion and aionios is that 
of indefinite time, limited and determined by the sub- 
ject cr connection, can be abundantly demonstrated. 
Every one familiar with Greek and Ecclesiastical 
literature knows this to be the case. The words con- 
Btantly occur in this sense. Homer, Herodotus, 
Isocrates and Xcnophen employ aion in the sense of 
the Latin aevum, the life of a man, his age, an age. 
Herodotus and Sophocles both have the expression 
telutcfiai ton aiona^ '* to end one's life," or die. In a 
poem, or Hymn to Jove, is found the phrase o megistos 
aion^ " the greatest age or duration " ; certainly not 
" the greatest eternity. " Plato speaks of methe 
aionios^ " constant drunkenness." not surely drunk- 
enness lasting through eternity.^ Diodorus Siculua 
has the phrase '' ton apeiron aiona^'' " unlimited," or 
" indefinite time." But if aion is itself infinite time, 
where is the need of apeiron ? It is the same with 
Aristotle's atermonos^ both showing that aion re- 
quires the addition of an adjective, or its equivalent, 
to express absolute eternity.^ Lexicographcps uni- 
versally recognize this every day sense of the words, 
some of them not even mentioning eternity as a 
meaning at all ; while others give " age," or any com- 
plete period of time, without regard to its length, for 
the primary signification. As an example, Donnegan 
defines the words thus: ^^ Aion — time; a space of 

'Stephens' Thesaurus Graces JLi7?flfii<E; Robert Constant's Lex- 
icon. See, also, Grotius de Vcritate, pp.39, 315, and tiio notes ami 
citatioDs scattered through the book. 

^ Diod. Sic. i. 51. See the whole passage, where " the sepulchre," 
aidious oikous, is synonymous with apeiron aiona en aJou — hades. 
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time; life-time and life; the ordinary period of a 
man's life ; the age of man ; man's estate ; a long 
period of time ; eternity ; the j^pinal marrow ; Qeis 
ton ciona^') to a very long period, to eternity ; Qapo 
aionos^ from, or in the memory of man.) Aionios — 
of long duration, eternal, lasting, permanent." 

Schleusner^ in his Lexicon of the New Testament, 
defines Aion as follows : '* Any space of time, whe- 
ther longer or shorter, past, present, or future, to be 
determined by the pers ns or things spoken qf^ and 
the scope of the subjects ; the life or age of man ; 
any space in which we measure human life, from 
birth to death." This is precisely our position ; that 
the meaning of the word is to be determined by the 
scope of the subject, by the nature of the things or 
persons spoken of. If we speak of the Aion or " life 
time," of God, it takes on the meaning of absolute 
eternity, takes it from the very nature of God ; but 
when we epeak of the aion or life time of man, its 
meaning is bounded by his " three-score years and 
ten." Hence that Orthodox scholar and commenta- 
tor, M icknight, says, " these words being ambigu- 
ous, are always to be understood according to the 
nature and circumstances of the things to which they 
are applied." And though he compels them into the 
service of endless punishment, he frankly says, "At 
the fame time, I must be so candid as to acknowledge 
that the use of these terms, forever^ eternah and ever- 
lasting^ in other passages of Scripture, show that 
they who understand them in a limited sense, when 
applied to punishment, put no forced interpretation 
upon them." ' Olshausen is to the same point ; ihut 

* " Truth of the Gospel History," p. 28. 



MEANING OF "EVERLASTING," ETC. 345 

the word m ambiguous, and cannot be relied on in the 
argument for endless punishment.^ And John Fos- 
ter says, that " the terms do not necessarily and abso- 
lutely signify an interminable duration." * 

These authorities prove that the central and common 
signification of the words is indefihite, and not endless, 
time. And I repeat and enforce the important point, 
tiiat this is the meaning with which we have to do, if 
we would u.der stand the New Testament. We are 
to inquire, not how Aristotle defines them, but how 
t!}e people employed and understood them ; for, as 
remarked, the sermons and addresses of Jesus were 
in the popular language of the day; and the New 
Testament was not written to scholars by scholars, 
but to the common people, by men mostly from theii 

* ** Coni:n3ntary on s:n agiinst th3 Holy Ghost." See also the Lex- 
icons of Robinson, Pickering, Grove, and others. 

2** Letter to a young Minister^ on the duration of Future Punish- 
ment." Dr. Doddridge, so well known among "Evangelicar* sects 
for his piety and learning, says: ** We cannot pretend to decide a 
priorif or previous to the event, so far as to say that the punishments 
of hoU must and will certainly be eternal;" by which he meant endless. 
Of course he did not believe thit aioaios meant endless, nor that the 
Bible revealed the doctrine; otherwise we could ** pretend to decide." 
** Before the evenV^ — what a curious idea! in other words, we cannot 
decide that they will suiter endlessly, until thev have suffered endlessly 
—and as that time will never come, the doctrine can never be proved! 
Theological Lectures, Prop. 103. Dr. Isaac Watts, so celebrated 
for his hymns, was in doubt regarding the absolute eternity of imnish- 
nient. He says: ** I do not think we ought usually, when we speak 
concern ln.q; creatures, to aifirm positively, that their existence shall be 
equal to that of the blessed God, es;.ccinllywilh regard to the duration 
q/' punishment.'' — World to Come, in his Works, i. 732. Edit. 1753. 
There is a look in this toward annihil.itiou. Soutret, in his Memoir 
of Watts, thinks he agreed with Origen and the Universalitits in re- 
gard to punishment.— BiblcuJ R-pos. v. 253. Sacred Classia, ix. 
.OD. Sec Wiiittemore's excellent Modern History for more conocining 
those eminent men, i. 211-216. 
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own number. And the next step will bring us still 
closer to this point. 

SECTION II. 
JEWISH-GRBSK USAQB. 

By the expression here employed, " Jewish- Greek 
usaii^e," is intended, the use' of these words by au- 
thors who were Jews by birth and religion, but who 
wrote in Greek. Of this number were Philo and 
Josephus, who, Hke Paul and Peter, and the Evan- 
gelists, were born and educated in the Jewish faith, 
but spoke and wrote in the Greek tongue. Josephus 
was contemporary with the apostles, and, therefore, is 
unquestionable authority for the popular usage of 
a ion and aionios, in the times, and among the peo- 
ple of the New Testament. They occur frequently 
in his works, and are applied generally to the things 
of this life, to things or periods of comparatively short 
duration. Thus, he speaks of the everlasting (^aion- 
los,) reputation of Herod ; of the everlasting memo- 
rial he raised to his name in re-building the temple, 
which " everlasting memorial " was destroyed when 
he wrote ; of the everlasting worship of the temple, 
which he says, in the same sentence, had come to an 
end ; of the everlasting name the patriarchs left be- 
hind them ; of the everlasting glory of the Jewish 
nation ; of the everlasting imprisonment to which the 
tyrant John was condemned by the Eomans, &c. 
And he calls the period from the giving of the Law 
to the time he was writing a long aion. * 

* Expositor, vol. iii. 7-10, & vol. i. 440, Against Appion, Lib. L, 
Gro.'ius de Verilate, Lib. iii. § 16. 
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Th.^oG examples show the common usage of the 
wor:l aionios^ ''everlasting," and that Josephus, 
though a scholar, constantly employs the term in this 
popular sense. And Philo, who was also contempora- 
ry with the apostles, though his writings are more 
philosophical and abstruse, uses it in the same way. 
l^or example, he says of those who promise assistance 
and do not render it, that they expose themselves to 
" hatred and everlasting punishment " from those 
they injure, xohtan uiMt^im^ the very words used in 
Matt. XXV. 43, *• these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment." ' The everlasting punishment which 
the injured were able to inflict in such case, could 
not extend beyond this life ; and so the example 
shows not only the current use of the vrord " ever- 
lasting," but also of the more important phrase, 
'' everlasting punishment." So in speaking of the 
milk whicli nature prepares in the breast of the dam 
for her young, he calls it proof of an " everlasting 
and perfect sagacity." Of course, all he means by 
aionios in this case, \s far-reaching^ seeing a long way 
forward. And he employs the word, also, frequently, 
in the sense of constant^ continuous, uninterrupted. 

It is plain, therefore, from the writings of these 
two Jewish authors, who lived and wrote in the times 
of the New Testament, and one of them among the 
very people to whom it was addressed, that the 
words in review were in common use to express any 
length of time, longer or shorter, according to the 
circumstances ; that they were continually applied to 
the persons, things and affairs of this world, to cventa 

' Fragmenta, Tom. ii., Edit. 1742. Universahst Quarterly, vol. u 
132-136. 
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or conditions whose duration was bounded bv the 
limits of this life. ^ 

SECTION III. 

USAGB OF THB CHURCH FATHERS. 

Under this head I shall present a few examples 
from the early Fathers of the Church. Ignatius 
lias the following, in speaking of the Saviour, 
f(puvF(^Sidri ToTi ul&oivy " he was manifested to the 
ages," certainly not to the *' eternities.'' And this 
l)lural form is frequent among all Greek writers, clas- 
sic, Xew Testament, and ecclesiastical. Eusehius^ 
the historian, speaking of the Phoenician philosophy 
as set forth by Sanchoniathon, says of the darkness 
and chaos which preceded creation, " these were in- 
finite (a.Tf«o«,) and for a long time {didt nolvv dlcSia,^ 
had no limits." It is plain that the word is 
here used in its popular sense of indefinite time ; 
otherwise 2^oluny which signifies greats muchy long^ 
would be absurd. Beside, it is employed to desig- 
nate a period which, though it may have had no be- 
ginning! came to an end on the morning of creation. 
Aristotle calls the entire period of the universe, or 
infinite time, aion. Now, if we translate this " eter- 
nity," Eusebius corrects the translation by giving the 

' There is a passage in a Jewish work cited in Stephen's ThesauruM 
GrcBca: LingncB as in Solom. Parab., in which this sentence occurs, 
illustrating the common usage : ** And these they called eternal, 
uioiituvc, hearing that they had performed the sacred rites Ibr three 
generaivrns, Tijion- ytrcoi'. Here we have an eternity measured by 
three generations, or about a hundred years. Absolutely, aionios is 
indefinite duration ; but in this case it is employed relatively, nnd 
therefore definitely, being limited by the specification of tluree gene- 
rations. 
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same name to a part only of that porioJ or dura- 
tion, viz : that which preceded the creation! Ai;.l 
from this we learn that "eternity " is the thing itself, 
anil aion only the name of it. " Eternity," in its ab- 
solute sense, means one thing only, but the " name," 
azo7i, may mean many things. " Eternity" may bo 
aion^ but aion is not, therefore, necessarily " eterni- 
ty. " A house is a building, but every building is 
not a house. So much for definitions, and learned ex- 
egesis. The simple truth is, as remarked, that the 
people's usage is the only one which is of any impor- 
tance in this inquiry. And this ordinary mc^aning of 
Ea ebius is common in the New Testament, where 
the writer.^ speak with equal freedom of the beo-in- 
ning and the end of aions; or eternities, if we insist 
on this definition. Matt. xiii. 89, 40, 49 ; xxiv. 3 ; 
xxviii. 20 ; 1 Cor. x. 11 ; Hcb. ix. 26. 

The fact of this popular usage, and the certainty of 
aion and aionios meaning indefinite, and not endless 
duration, is put beyond controversy by the writino-s 
of the early Greek authors, who were known to be 
Universalists, or believers in the final restoration. 

1. The Sibylline Oracles teach, in the most posi- 
tive manner, that the damned will finally be deliver- 
ed from the torments of hell ; and yet they repeated- 
ly describe these torments by the phrases " everlast- 
ing' fire," and " eternal torments," thus discoverino- 
ihe meaning this language bore in the people's speech 
of that day — A. D. 150. 

2. Origen^ the greatest scholar of his age, in his 
writings and public lectures taught the final redemp- 
tion of all in Christ ; taught it with every variety 
of argument and illustration. But, at the same time, 
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he uses the same language employed in the Xew 
Testament, to describe the punislirnent of the wieked, 
" everlasting Qaionios) destruction," " eternal dam- 
nation," &c., showing clearly enough that lie did not 
understand these Scriptural phrases in the sense of 
endless. And surely, being a Greek himself, con- 
stantly among the people, preaching to them, and ex- 
pounding the Scriptures to them every day, no bet- 
ter witness can be summoned to prove whnt meaning 
the phrases bore in the every-day speech of the peo- 
ple. He tells them that the wicked will suffer '* ever- 
iasting punishment ; " and yet, without any explana- 
tion, without appearing to think any is required, he 
proceeds to prove that this punishment will come to 
an end, and the wicked be restored I 

3. Gregory Nyssen takes the same course in re- 
gard to the words. For example : he argues that 
" evil shall at length be wholly exterminated, and di- 
vine, immortal goodness, embrace within itself every 
rational creature ; so that of all who were made bv 
God, not one shall be excluded from his kingdom. 
All the viciousness, that like a corrupt matter is min- 
gled in things, shall be dissolved and consumed in the 
furnace of purgatorial fire ; and everything that had 
its origin from God, shall be restored to its pristine 
state of purity." ^ 

And yet, like Origen, he constantly speaks of this 
"purgatorial fire " as aionios, "everlasting." For 
instance, he says, '" whoever considers the divine 
power, will plainly perceive that it is able at length 
to restore, by means of the everlasting purgation and 
expiatory sufferings, those who have gone even to 

' Ancient If '.story of Universalisni, cbai^crs. iv. & vl 
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tins extremity of wickedness." No language coulil 
be iuvented more conclusive than this. lie not only 
says that this everlasting punishment shall end, but 
that it is hy means of this everlasting punishment 
that the sufferers shall be restored I What does 
Aristotle's critical definition weigh in the scale 
^nrainst such usance as this in writin^xs addressed to 
the people, to the world which Christ came to instruct 
and save? 

Let these testimonies from the early church suflSce^ 
Others might be added, but these are enough for our 
purpose. Let the honest seeker after truth, remem- 
ber that these men were Greeks by birth, and may 
justly be presumed to understand their own lan- 
guage — and that they use the very words of the 
New Testament, "everlasting," "eternal," "for 
ever," &c., in connection with punishment which they 
declare will end in the purification and redemption of 
those enduring it — nay, repeatedly aflSrm even that 
this eternal fire itself is the appointed means of puri- 
fication ! 

SECTION IV. 
SCRIPTURAL USAQB. 

As already remarked, the New Testament abund- 
antly confirms the fact of this popular sense of aixm^ 
and shows that the thought is not endless duration, 
but time indefinite, limited by the conditions of the 
case. Thus we have " this aion^^ and " the axon to 
come," " the beginning " and " the end of aion^'' 
and " aion and beyond." " That in the alons to 
coaio, lie might show the exceeding riches of his 
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pfraco." Eph. ii. 7. " To make all men see what is 
tiie fellowship of the mystery, which from the begin- 
ning of the aic?i had been hid in God." Eph. iii. 9. 
" Eternal {aicnios) life, which God promised hefore 
the eternal (aicnios) times began." Titus i. 2. Eng- 
liirh traEsIaticn^'' before the toor?c? began." Here 
is " eternal life" premised before the beginning of a 
period, which is also called " eternal." " Tell us 
when shall these things be, and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and the end of the world," 
aion. Matt. xxiv. 3. " Lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the aion.^^ xxviii. 20. " But now 
once in the end of the world (aion) hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." Heb. 
ix. 26. Once more : " And they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the worlds 
(^uloft'utf) have come." 1 Cor. x. 11. Suppose we 
insist that aion radically signifies " eternity," on the 
authority of Aristotle, and translate accordingly " the 
ends of eternities." It would be confu- ion to aflSrm 
that aion is " absolute eternity ; " then to talk of 
aevcral aions, or periods of this sort ; and then say 
that the ends of them all have come — and all this in 
the same sentence ! * 

The following, from Prof. Stuart, will confirm the 



^ Mr. Goodwin, in a series of learned and thoroughly exhaustive ar- 
ticles on the meaning of aion, in the Christian Examiner from 1828 to 
1833, says: "This word expresses the existence of being alone." 
Though he might not accept all his criticisms and conclusions, the student 
will be profited by the perusal of these dissertations, and will be taught 
to what valuable uses sound learning may be put. See, also, an article 
in the January number of the Universalist Quarterly for 1847, and sev- 
eral other articles in the various volumes of this work, and of the Uni- 
vers^Jist Expositor. 
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foregoing statements respecting the meaning of the 
term, and its use in the New Testament : 

" Aion in the New Testament, most usually means 
an indefinite, unlimited period of time ; whereas, in 
the classics, the sense of cevum^ seculum^ " age," 
" generation," in respect to time, appears to be its 
most usual meaning. The most common and ap- 
propriate meaning of aion in the New Testament, and 
the one wliich corresponds with the Hebrew word 
olim^ and which^ therefore, deserves the first rank in 
regard to order, I put down first ; an indefinite period 
of time, time without limitation ; ever, forever, time 
without end, eternity ; all in relation to future time. 
. . . . The diflPerent shades by which the word is ren- 
dered, depend on the object with which aion is asso- 
ciated, or to which it has relation, rather than to any 
difference in the real meaning of the word. . . ; . The 
question when the words are to have the meaning of 
absolute eternity, or when the sense of ancient, or 
very old, is always to be determined by the nature of 
the case, i. e. by the context." ^ 

And how abundantly this definition is sustained by 
the Scriptures, will further appear in such texts as fol- 
low, where the Hebrew equivalents of aion and aionios 
occur. " God will establish Jerusalem ybrcver." Ps, 
xlviii. And yet he has twice destroyed it since this 
promise was made, showing that the " forever " me?na 
not endless, but indefinite time. " I will give thee the 
land of Canaan for an everlasting possession ; " and 
yet he has cast them out from it eighteen hundred 
years ago. The covenant of circumcision is declared 

' Stuart's Letters to Milles, p. 128, and Excgetical Essays, Sec. 4 
Meanivg of Aion, 
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to Ijc '* an everlasting covenant," though it was abol- 
ished by Jehovah himself. And the priesthood of 
Aaron was set up on divine authority, as " an ever- 
lasting priesthood," and yet by that very authority it 
was abolished nearly two thousand years since, and 
the priesthood of Jesus set up in its place. Gen. 
xvii., xlviii., Exod. xl. So the sacrifice of atonement 
is pronounced " an everlasting statute," though it 
lasted only through the Law dispensation, and then 
gave place to the atonement of Christ. Levit. xvi. 

Now, it is plain that the sacred record could not 
employ the word " everlasting " in these cases, in the 
sense of strict eternity; otherwise we are forced 
into conclusions which may well shock the piety of 
all who trust in the veracity of God, and rely upon 
the certain fulfilment of his promises. • The obvious 
meaning of the word, in these Scriptures, is duration 
not limited by any specifications, but determined only 
by the circumstances. This will be further illustrat- 
ed in the folio winoc : 

" The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
therein forever." Ps. xxxviii. "Thou shalt take 
an awl, and thrust it through his ear into the door, 
and he shall be thy servant forever." Deut. xv. 
" They shall be your bondmen forever." Lev. xxv. 
In these cases the lenixth of the " forever " is deter- 
mined by the conditions of the question, and cannot 
extend beyond the life of man. It may last only a 
few years or days, depending on the health and life 
of the servant. Again : " Out of the belly of hell, 

crie:l I Tae earth was about me with her bars 

forever" Jonah ii. Here the word "forever" is 
applied to a punishment which lasted only seventy^ 
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two hours ! An;l it is farther describe J as bem^ in 
hell, thus showing that one may be punished in liell 
forever, and yet suffer only three days and nights ! 
Nothin<r can better illustrate the elastic meanincc of 
the terms, nor more conclusively show the folly of 
attempting to build the tremendous structure of 
strictly endless torment on such slender foundations I 
And these examples are but a few out of multitudes 
that might be cited. * 

The result of our inquiry, then, respecting the 
words rendered " everlasting," " eternal," " forever," 
<^c., is, that their popular, and without doubt their 
primary, meaning, is an an indefinite period of time ; 
or, in other words, duration without any limitations^ 
its length being determined by the subject, or the 
connection, varying from one day to eternity in its 
lar^rest definition. 

In order, therefore, to prove that the terms mean 
strictly endless when applied to punishment, it must 
be shown that punishment is as necessarily endless as 

' I have not separately criticised the Hebrew words rendered " ever- 
lasting,*' " forever," &c., because it is universally ajpi-eed that they are 
the exact equivalents otaion and aionios, as the above quotations from 
the Old Testament show. And the Scptuagint confirms this by trans- 
lating the Hebrew words almost uniformly by the Greek, the excep- 
tions Ixjing only ^0 out of more thin 300 examples. What is true, 
therefore, of one, is true of the other. Dr. Taylor, a profound He- 
brew soholar, having also written the Hebrew Bible three times with his 
owu hand, says of ow///< , ** it signifies a duration which is concealed, as 
being of an unknown or great length. It signifies eternity, not from 
the proper force of the word, but when the sense of the pLice, or the 
nature of the subject requires it, as God and His attributes *' Paek- 
iirnsT siys, " it seems to be much more frequently used for r'ndefi' Ue^ 
than for infialte time." LilvC their Greek synonyms, therefore, they 
borrow, rather than impart, the meaning of endless, though often used 
tu this sense. 
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tlic bein<r or attributes of God. To the scholar there 
is no more weight or meaning in the expression? 
" everlasting punishment, " " eternal damnation, ^ 
" everlasting destruction ; " than in those other ex- 
pressions, " an everlasting covenant," which he knows 
has been annulled ; or the " eternal excellency " ol 
the Jewish nation, which long- ago ceased to be ; or 
the " everlasting statute " which God himself abol* 
ished. There is rotliing in the nature or object oJ 
punishment, which should make it more enduring 
than the covenant of God. And what is there in 
the threat of " everlasting shame and contempt " 
against the wicked Jews, that should make it more 
than the promises of " eternal excellency " to the 
same people ? And if one is not of endless duration, 
why should we suppose the other to be ? It is said 
of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, that " it shall 
never be forgiven." So it is said, " My people (the 
Jews,) shall never be ashamed ; " and yet, as already 
quoted, it is also said they shall awaken to " ever- 
lasting shame." And it is written of the fire on the 
altar, that " it shall never go out," but fire and altar 
were swept away ages since. And God says : '* David 
shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of Is- 
rael," and yet the family and the throne of David 
were blotted out centuries ago, and Israel itself scat- 
tered like chaff in the wind. Levit. vi. 13 ; Joel ii. 
26, 27 ; Jer. xxxiii. 17. 

And so of every phrase or form of speech, in 
which the original words are found in connection 
with punishment. " The smoke of their torment 
ascendeth up forever and ever." The Bible student 
sees nothing in this to lead him to suppose it is to 
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last through all eternity, more than the fiery judg- 
ment which fell on Idumea, of which it Is said, " the 
smoke thereof shall go up forever^ none sha!! pass 
through itybre-yer and C'yer," (Isa. xxxiv. 10,) though 
the destruction which wasted the people wis com- 
paratively brief, and thousands have passed through 
the land since. So of the expression, "shall be tor- 
mented day and nigl.t forever and ever;'' for we 
find it written also, *' I will cause you to dwell in this 
place, in the land I gave your fathers, forever and 
ever," (Jer. vii. 7,) and at the same time the stub- 
bom fact looks us in the face that the Lord himself 
cast them out of the land I And yet no explanation 
is given, no intimation that there is any contradiction 
in this usage of the words ; as there certainly would 
be if the meaning was strictly endless duration. 

Thus proof on proof, in every variety of phrase 
compels us to caution in defining the exact meaning 
of these terms, and forbids the assumption that eter- 
nity only is the true measure of their value. And so 
far from there beino; anv evidence that the divine 
punishment of sin is of such a nature, that the words, 
when applied to it, must of necessity mean endless, 
the whole burthen of the Scriptures, and the very 
word " punishment," as shown in a former chapter, 
declare in unmistakable ter us that all punishment is, 
in its nature and purpose, temporary and remedial, 
and will end in the purification of the .lufFerer. 

But one point more remains to be noticed. It is 
urged with great earnestness that the Saviour, in 
Matt. XXV. 46, applies aionios both to the punish- 
ment of the wicked and the life of the righteous, and 
that "if one is limited the other must be also " ; that 
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if the " everlasting punishraent " Is not endless, then 
the " eternal life " is not.^ 

But let us apply this rule of criticism. *' He stood 
and measured the earth, .... and the everlasting 
mountains were scattered, .... his ways are everlast- 
ing." II Jib. iii. 6. Here the prophet attaches the 
same word '' everlasting " to the hills and to God ; 
and this in the same sentence, setting the one over 
asrainst the other — so that if the one is limited, the 
other must be also ; if the hills are not endless in 
duration, neither is God I Such reasoning is its own 
refutation.' 

No reasonable person would be willing to allow, 
because he speaks of a " wise God " and " a wuse 

' This argunieiit urged so confiJently, is as old as Augustine (A. D. 
400), who seems first to have brought it forward. And yet there is a 
passage in the Civitute Dei xxi. 10, which goes largely toward soften- 
ing this special plea, by defending the doctrine of degrees in the punish- 
ments of the damned. '* Nequaqam tamen negandum est, etiam ipsum 
letemum ignem pro diversitate meritorum quamvis malorum aliis lev- 
iorem, aliis futurum esse graviorem; sive ipsiusvis atque ardor pro 
pcBua digna cvjusque varietur, sive ipse cequaliier ardeat,sed non 
IB 1 1 ill nioleUii sentiatiir.*' Thit is, the fires of hell will be gradu- 
ated to the wicked less of the sufferers, touching some more lightly and 
otiiers more severely ; or, if they burn with equal fierceness for all, 
they will not be felt with equal pain by all; by which argument, as 
Hagenbach s.iys, Augustine " admitted a relative cessation qfdainna' 
don.'"— Hid. of Doct., § 14'2. Augustine believed also hi degrees of 
li;ip]»incss in heaven ; and taking this with his just tenderness toward the 
damned, we c innot but fjcl tliat the outer edge of heaven and the outer 
edge of hell must meet and touch. For, in such case, surely, the dif- 
ference between the enjoyment of the least saint in heaven and the suf- 
fering of tlie least sinner in hell, is not worth mentioning. 

2 fco in Koni. xvi. **r), 16, the word is applied to God, and to the timca 
or ages preceding the gosi^el, which of course ended when the gofpel 
age began. 15y the above rule of criticism, as aionios is applied to the 
ancient times and the infinite God, if one came to nji end, the other mu^t 
also! See, also, Titus i. 2, in the Greek. 
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man" in tlu same sentence, or because he oontrastd 
one with the other, that therefore be believes the 
wisdom of the man is equal to the wisdom of God. 
Jn the one case, " wise " means infinite wisdom, but 
not in the other; and the difference in the meaning 
of the adjective is determined by the noun to which 
it is applied — the infinite being in God^ not in wise. 
And so with '' everlasting," in order to make it mean 
endl^.^s when applied to punishment : it is not enough 
to ohow that it is applied to the blessedness of the 
righteous, unless it can also be shown that eml is as 
necessarily immortal in its nature as good^ which is 
the very essence of God. 

But the proper answer to this argument is this : 
'' Everlasting or eternal life " is not the exclusive 
blessinnr of the future world. It is somethino:, as 
previously shown, which the believer receives and 
enjoys in this world ; as well as " everlasting punish- 
ment " somethins: which the wicked suffer in this 
world. " Eternal life " is simply the life and blessed- 
ness of faith and obedience. Hence the following : 
" This IS life eternal, that they might know thee, the 
onlv true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent." John xvii. This blessed knowledfje of God 
and Christ is eternal life, whether possessed in this 
world or in the future. " He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlastinjr 
life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is 
PASSED from death unto life." John v. Here as in 
the passages following, both the death and the life be- 
long to this world, and the believer passes from one 
to the other while in the flesh. *' We know that wb 
HAVE PASSED from death unto Ufe^ because we love 
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tho brethren." 1 John lii. "These things have 1 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son 
of God, that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life." 1 John V. 

These passages reveal clearly enough what is the 
" eternal life " into which the righteous went, as set 
forth in Matt. xxv. 43 ; the word aionios or eternal 
havincr more reojard to character than duration. It 
was the rest and peace and joy of faith and obedi- 
ence ; while the " everlasting punishment " was the 
curse of unbelief, and the judgment of transgression 
which fell upon the guilty people of that age and 
generation. 

Though it is the object of this chapter to establish 
general principles of interpretation, rather than to 
explain i)articular passages, a few words may be in 
place respecting the time referred to above, or the 
time of the judgment set forth in the parable of the 
sheep and goats. The 21th and 25th chapters of 
!Matthew are a continuous discourse, as the word 
" 7%e/i" which opens the 25th shows. When? Why, 
at the time mentioned in the previous chapter, or 
" immediately after the tribulation of those days " 
whic : preceded the overthrow of Jerusalem. Verse 
29. The judgment was to take place when the Sen 
of man should come in his glory. And Mark viii. 
38 — ix. 1 ; Luke ix. 26, 27 ; John xxi. 21-23 ; and 
Matt. xvi. 27, 28, are positive proof that this coming 
to judgment took place in that generation, while those 
who heard him were living. For example, take the 
last passage : " For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his* angels ; and then he 
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shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, There te some standing here 
which shall not taste of death till they see the Son of 
man coming in his hingdomy Now, whatever may 
have been the character of this coming, two things 
are settled by this passage. — 1 It was a coming to a 
judgment according to wcrJcs^ which is the very judg- 
ment of the parable, the whole examination being in 
regard to works. Chapter xxv. 34 — 46. 2. This 
coming and judgment was to take place during the 
life-time of some of thoi>e who heard the Saviour 
utter these words, confirmed by the fact that John 
also was to live till the coming took place. See John 
xxi. 21—23. The time of the judgment is also dis- 
covered in the parable itself. There are three par- 
ties, — not two, as usually supposed, — the righteous, 
the wicked, and the disciples — " inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my hrethren^^ 
who are as separate from those on the right, as they 
are from those on the left. And this third class is 
the little band of disciples, kindness to whom in their 
labors and trials was acknowledged by the Saviour 
as if done unto himself. The judgment, therefore, 
plainly belongs to that age, to that people who were 
in direct intercourse with " these my brethren," or 
the disciples of Christ, bestowing or refusing the aid 
and comfort which they so much needed in their mis- 
sionary life. Those who received and believed in 
their testimony were rewarded with " life eternal," 
and those who rejected and persecuted them, and per- 
sisted in unbelief and wickedness, were given over to 
*' everlasting punishment." 



CHAPTER Xn. 



SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE CONCERNING HELL. 

There are three words, or substantive forms, in the 
Hebrew and Greek, rendered into English by the 
word Hell. The expression in 2 Pet. ii. 4, " cast 
them down to hell," is the translation of one Greek 
word in a participial form. Of these woris one, 
Sheol^ is pure Hebrew, and, of course, is found only 
in the Old Testament ; one, Hades^ is pure Greeks 
and found only in the New Testament ; and the third 
is Hebrew-Greek, and occurs in its Hebrew form 
Gee Hinnom in the Old Testament, and in its Greek 
dress, Gehenna^ in the New Testament. 

S E CTI ON I . 

BHEOL — ITS SCRIPTURAL MEANING AND USAGE — " THE WICKED SHALL 

BE TURNED INTO HE.TiL/' 

bi»r — /S'AeoZ; occurs sixty-four times in the Bible, 
and is translated Hell thirty-one times. Grave thirty 
times and Pit three times. A careful examination 
of the passages establishes the fact that it bears 
one meaning throughout the Old Testament, riz: 

The Grave ; the Place of the Dead ; the Realm 

362 
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of Death; supposed to be far down below the 
earth, a kind of under-world? 

In the following passages, the original of " the 
grave " is SheoL " I will go down into the grave 
unto my son mourning." Gen. xxxvii. 35. " If 
mischief befall him (Benjamin,) by the way in which 
ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs in 
sorrow to the graved xlii. 38. " But his hoar head 
bring thou down to the grave with blood." 1 Kings 
ii. 6, 9. " O, that thou would&t hide me in the 
graver Job. xiv. 13. " For my soul is full of trou- 
bles, and my soul draweth nigh to the grave?^ Ps. 
Ixxxviii. 3. Of Korah and his company, it is said, 
*' They and all that appertained to them, went down 
alive into the pit (/SAeoZ,) and the earth closed over 
them, and they perished from among the congrega- 
tion." Num. xvi. 33. 

These passages are sufficient to establish the above 
definition of Sheol^ and to illustrate the Scriptural 
usage in this sense. It is plain that the word signi- 
fies the grave; or the underworld of the dead, to 
which the grave is the gate of entrance. And it is 
equally plain that all go down to this realm of the 
dead. Sheol^ grave ^ hell^ or by whatever name it is 

^ Several passages commonly regarded as figuratlTe, will be found 
literal, if closely studied. For example : Psalm cxvi. 3. ** The pains 
of hell gat hold on me,'* is a reference to the grave, or the painful ex- 
perience of coming to it through death ; and is explained by the par- 
allelism, "the sorrows of death compassed me.'* So Psalm Ixxxvi. 
13, "Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell** — my life 
from the grave ^ or the realm of death. Isa. Ivii. 9, " Thou didst debase 
thyself even unto hell,** is a comparison ; as low morally as Sheol 
is naturally, or topographically. Jonah ii. 2, " Out of the belly of 
hell cried I ; * or as we say, " out of the jaws of d'iath." 
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called ; Jacob and Korah, D.ivld and Nebucliadnezi" 
zar, the faithful servant of God and the guilty trana-- 
gressor, Israelite and Heathen. It is not a place oi 
punishment nor of reward. It has nothing in its 
meaning or use touching the misery or the happinees 
of those who go there. It is simply the realm ol 
death, the place where the dead are, all the dead, 
whatever their moral character ; and it would have 
been just as correct and exegetical to have translated 
it " heaven " as '' hell." Indeed a learned writer, with 
great frankness, confesses that Shcol " far more ofte*i 
signifieth the place of ih^ hhssed^ whither the saint/r 
and patriarchs went when they died, than the plac€ 
whither sinners went." ' 

And this is the witness of scliolars and theologians 
of all creeds. Dr. Fairhairn^ the learned professoi 
of Divinity in the College of Glasgow, says : " Be- 
yond doubt, Shsol, like Hxdes^ was regarded as the 
abode, after death, alike of the good and the bad." 
Dr. Whitby says : '* Shcol throughout the Old 
Testament, signifies not the place of punishment, or 
of the souls of bad men only, but the grave only, or 
the place of death." .... "It is the place to which 
the good as well as the bad go." Dr. Campbell says, 
it " siornifiei the state of the dead, without regcarvl to 
the goodness or badne.s of the persons, their hap- 
piness or misery." Dr. Muenscher says, Sheol is 
" the realm or kingdom of deatl., an abjde deep un- 
der the earth. Thither go all m^n, without distinc- 
tion. There all pain and anj;uish cease, and unbrok- 
en silence reigns ; all is powcirlcss and still." De 
Clerc^ GrotMS^ Amsworth, and others, give the 

^Poole's Continuators, on the parable of the Rich Man and Lasaros. 
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ean-d meaning, " the grave only, or the state of 
the dead" — txntum sepulchrum^ aut statum mor^ 
tuorum. 

And the passages where Sheol i8 rendered by the 
English word Jiell^ confirm and illustrate this point. 
J?''or example : " For thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell ; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption." Psalm xvi. 10. Of course "hell" 
licrc is the grave^ which is parallel with " corruption" 
in the corresponding half verse, according to the 
structure of Hebrew poetry. The soul of God's 
Holy One could not certainly have been in a place of 
endless torment. " For a fire is kindled in mine an- 
ger, and shall burn unto the lowest Jiell^ and shall con- 
sume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the 
foundations of the mountains." Deut. xxxii. 22-26- 
'* Though they dig into hcll^ thence shall my hand 
take them ; though they climb up to heaven, thence 
will I bring them down." Amos ix. 2. "If I as- 
cend up into heaven, thou art there ; if I make my 
b<^d in helU behold, thou art there." Ps. cxxxix. 8« 
" It is high as heaven ; what canst thou do ? deeper 
than hell ; what canst thou know." Job xi. 8. In 
these passages, the heights of heaven, or the firma- 
ment, are set in contrast with the depths of Sheol, or 
the ceep underworld of the dead. Men would not 
be represented as digging into a place of endless tor- 
ment, or as climbing to a place of heavenly blessed- 
ness, to escape the wrath of God ; but it is common 
to speik of the grave as a place of rest and refuge. 
Hence Job says, " O, that thou wouldst hide m(j in 
the grave (/SAeoZ, hell^^ that thou wouldst keep me 
secret until thy wrath be past." xiv. 13. 
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Professor Stuart very properly says, " There can 
be no reasonable doubt that Sheol does nciost generally 
mean the undei^world^ the grave or sepulchre^ the 
world of the dead. It is very clear that there are 
many passages where no other meaning can reasona- 
bly be assigned to it. Accordingly, our English 
translators have rendered the word Sheol grave, in 
thirty instances out of the whole sixty-four instances 
lu which it 3curs."' 

He thinks, however, that there are five texts, in 
which Sheol seems to indicate a place of future pun- 
ishment : Job xxi. 13, Prov. v. 5, ix. 18, xxiii. 14, 
Psalms ix. 17.' It is difficult to see what there is in 
these five texts, more tlian in the other fifty-nine, to 
indicate this doctrine ; and this is so evident, that ho 
scarcely names them, before he admits that three of 
them may " designate a death, violent and prema- 
ture, inflicted by the hand of heaven." He farther 
says, that it is " a sound rule in philology, never to 
depart from the ordinary sense of a word, unless the 
context imperiously demands it." And what is there 

' To sliow conspicuously the absurdity of giving to Sheol the mean- 
ing of Ac// as now understooJ, it is only uecessiry to state the fact that 
it was the Jiarae of the iirst king of Israel, Saul. Tiie words Sheol and 
Saul are the same in Hebrew, the ditterence in the Found arising from 
a diiterencc in pointing. See Cruiien^s Concordance — Definition of 
Proper J^amcs, Think of baptizing a child now with the name Heh ! 
Docs not this simple fact show that the Hebrews could not possibly have 
associated with Sheol the revolting ideas which some Christians attach 
to our wo IV I hell? 

'•* lie coufi'sscs th it ** the probability tliat Sheol in these texts desig- 
nates the future punishment of the wicked, depends perhaps in a great 
measure on the st ite of knowledge among the Hebrews with regard to 
future rewards and punishments." This is a curious remark for a critic- 
In other words: Sheol means future punishment, if the Hebrews be- 
lieved in it — and the Hebrews believed in it, if cSheol means it' 
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in the context of these passages which imperlouslj/ 
demands a departure from the ordinary sense, which 
he proves to be " grave " or " place of the dead," by 
a usage of fifty-nine examples *out of sixty-four? 
Nothing at all — nor docs he show that there is. 

In Psalm ix. 17. " The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God," Sheol has 
its ordinary senoe, the grave or underworld. And 
" the wicked " referred to are " the heathen," or, as 
David calls them in verse 3, " mine enemies," " the 
nations that forget God," as the context abundantly 
proves. It is of the neighboring wicked nations, and 
not of wickfd individuals, that he is speaking. And 
the meaning is, that they will be destroyed, perhaps 
by some special judgment, and turned into the grave, 
or the realm of the dead, Sheol, Dr. Alexander, 
Professor at Princeton, gives the following as the 
sense : " The wicked shall turn back, even to hell, 
to deaths or to the grave ; all nations forgetful of God. 
The enemies of God and of his people, shall not only 
be thwarted and repulsed, but driven to destruction, 
and that not merely individuals, but nations." 

Thus our examination shows that Hcll^ in the words 
of Dr. Whitby, "throughout the Old Testament sig- 
nifies the grave only, or the place of death." And 
this fact will be confirmed beyond dispute, when it is 
remembered that the doctrine of endless punishment, 
the doctrine even of a future state of retribution, is 
not taught, nor allude I to, in the Mosaic Lavv. Arch- 
bishop Whatehj says, " As for a future state of retri- 
bution in anotlier world, Mo 303 said nothing to the 
Israelites about th it." Mdman^ the author of the 
" History of the <Tews," " History of Christianity," 
*' Latin Christianity," &c., says, Moics " maintains a 
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profound silence on the rewards and punishments oi 
another life." Bishop TFarSi^r^OTi testifies that, "In 
the Jewish RepubHc, both the rewards and punish- 
ments promised by Heaven were temporal only — such 
as health, long life, peace, plenty and dominion, &c. : 
Diseases, premature death, war, famine, want, sub- 
jections, captivity, &c. And in no one place of the 
I\Iosaic Institutes is there the least mention, or any 
intellirrible hint, of the rewards and punishments of 
another life." Paley declares that the Mosaic dis- 
l)cnsation *' dealt in temporal rewards and punish- 
ments. The blessinors consisted altoo^ether of worldly 
benefits, and the curses of worldly punishments." 
Prof, Mayer says, that " the rewards promised the 
righteous, and the punishments threatened the wicked, 
are such only as are awarded in the present state of 
beiniT." Jahn^ whose work is the text-book of the 
Andover Theological Seminary, says, " We have no 
authority, therefore, decidedly to say, that any other 
motives were held out to the ancient Hebrews Co pur- 
sue good and avoid evil, than those which were de- 
rived from the rewards and punishments of this life." 
To the same important fact testify Prof. Wines^ 
Bush, Arnauld, and other distinguished Theologians 
and scholars.* Of course, then, if the doctrine of 

' Encyc. Britan.j vol. i. Dis. 3. Whateley's "Peculiarities of the 
Cliristian Religion,** p. 44, 2d edition, and his ** Scripture Revela- 
tions of a Future State," pp. 18, 19, American edition. Milman's 
•* Hist, of Jews," vol.i. 117. ** Divine Legation," vol. iii. pp. 1, 2, &c. 
1 0th London edition. Paley 's works, voL v. p. 110, Sermon xiii. 
Jauk*s ** Archaeology," § 314. Lee, in his " Eschatology,'* wiys: 
" It should be remembered that the rewards and punishments of the 
Mosaic Institutes were exclusively temporal. Not an allusion is found* 
in tlie case of either individuals or communities, in which reffrencc is 
made to the good or evil of a future state as motive to obedience." 
p. 144. The reader will note that all tlicsc are onhodux authoritita. 
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future endless punishment is not revealed in the 
Mosaic Dispensation, Sheol cannot mean any such 
thing. If, therefore, such a place of torment exists, 
as some Christians believe in, it has no name in the 
Old Testament I Leigh, in his " Critica Sacra," says, 
frankly, " All learned Hebrew scholars know that 
the Hebrews have no word proper for hell, as we take 
hell." ^ But surely, if God had revealed such a 
place to Moses cr the prophets, he would have re- 
vealed it with a name. 

Let the reader then seriously, and with a prayer 
for divine direction, consider these important facts — 
facts forced upon the biblical scholars and theologians 
named ; and, thou^jh directlv in conflict with their 
creeds, ingenuously and honestly confessed. There 
is no word for hell^ as believed ly certain Christian 
sects, in all the Old Testament. The doctrine of a 
future state of endless torment for the wicked, is not 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, which cover two thirds of 
the whole period of Man's life and history on this 
earth I 

And it is at this point that the argument presses 
with ti'emendous weight. If the doctrine of endless 
punishment be true, then for four thousand years 
G od made no revelation of it ! From Moses to Mal- 
achi the Scriptures are entirely silent on the subject. 
What shall we say of that justice which could see 
the millions of earth through all this time, in utter 
ignorance of their fate, plunging into the gulf of' 
endless torment and despair — without one word of 

' Edward Leioii was, according to Horne, " one of the most learned 
men of his time, and his work is a valuable help to the uiidcrstauding 
of the original languages of the Scriptures."— //liro. vol ii. 705. 
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varning ? Think of this for a moment — that Go J 
should suffer the world to go on for forty centuries, 
with not the slightest hint of danger to those who 
were daily and hourly sinking into the flaming 
abyss I Is it possible to believe such monstrous blas- 
phemy against that God who is Love ? 

^ Hans Andersen, the poet of Denmark, and one of the most instruc- 
tive and pleasing authors of the day, says: ** I received gladly, both 
with feeling and understanding, the doctrine that God is Love; every- 
thing which opposes this — a burning hell, therefore, whose fire endured 
tbrcver — I could not recognise." — *' Story of my Life,^^ p. 77. The 
8}im3 aversion to the revolting dogma, and the same recognition of the 
final tiiumph of good and God, glow through the pages of half the pop- 
ular writers of the day, as Holmes, Winthrop, Froude, Eingslet, Dr. 
GbioRGE MuORE (author of" Body and Mind,'* "Souland Body,** &c., 
ill Harper^s Mucellany,) Mrs. Sherwood, the Brontes, William and 
Marv Howitt — and especially of the poets, as Leigh Hunt, Bailey, 
in ** Festus," (the very plot of which is universal redemption,) Thomp- 
son, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Tennyson, Wordsworth, Whit- 
tier, Charles Lamb, Southey, &c. As an example, take the following 
frDm the last named : 

** What though at birth we bring with us the seed 
Of sin and mortal taint — yet are we still 
The children of the All-Merciful; and ill 
They teach, who tell us that from hence must flow 
God's wrath; and then. His justice to fulfil. 
Death everlasting, never-ending wo! 
O miserable lot of man, if it were so! 
Falsely and impiously they teach who thus 
Our heavenly Father's will misread! 
In bounty hath the Lord created us. 
In love redeemed. From this authentio creed 
Let no bewildering sophistry impede 
The heart's entire assent; for God is good. 
Hold firm this faith, and in whatever need. 
Doubt not but thou wilt find thy soul endued 
With all-sufficient strength and fortitude.** 
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SECTION II. 

lUDES ^ ITS SCRIPTURAL IMPORT AND USAGE. " THE RICH MA9 

AND LAZARUS. " 

^dt]i — Hades is found eleven times only in the 

New Testament, and is rendered by the word Hell 

ten times, and once by the word Grave, 1 Cor. xv. 
55. It IS universally allowed by critics that Hades 

corresponds in meaning with JSheol ; and this is con- 
firmed by the fact that the Septuagint^ ' which is the 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures^ made in 
part about three hundred years before Christ, has 
rendered Sheol by the word Hades sixty times out of 
sixty-four instances where it occurs. However, with 
resrard to the meaninor of the word, in the New Tes- 
tament, it may be well to have independent testimony. 

§ I. Cleaning and usage of Hades. A theologian, 
equally learned as a scholar, judicious as a critic, and 
impartial as a commentator, says of Hades^ — 

'"In my judgment, it (night never in Scripture to 
he rendered Hcll^ at least in the sense wherein that 
word is universally understood by Christians. It is 
very plain that neither in the Septuagint version of 
the Old Testament, nor in the New, does the word 
Hades convey the meaning which the present English 
word Hell^ in the Christian usage, always conveys to 
our minds. The attempt to illustrate this would be 
unnecessary, as it is hardly now pretended by any 

' The Septuagint i or Seventy, sometimes written the LXX., is so called 
fi*oni the fact or tradition of its being the joint labor of seventy learned 
Jews in the t-rj- of Ptolemy Philadelpb'is. It w«is in ii>*e in '^nrSfv- 
v^oui s time 
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critic that this is the acceptation of the term in the 
Old Testament." ^ 

And now let us turn to the New Testament, and 
we shall find that Hades^ in its literal usage, is the 
equivalent of Sheol^ signifying, 

§ I. The grave^ the underworld^ or place of the 
dead. 

The first passage to be noted is 1 Cor. xv. 65. 
" O death where is thy sting ? O grave (hades) 
where is thy victory." Here hades is properly trans- 
lated, the resurrection being very appropriately cele- 
brated as a victory over the grave. And the true 

1 Dr. Campbell, '* Preliminary Dissertations," Diss. vi. part ii. Lb 
Clerc afiSrms that ** neither Hades nor Sheol ever signify in the Sacred 
Scripture the abode of evil spirits, but only the sepulchre, or the state 
of the dead." And this is also the testimony of Grotius and other 
learned men. — Dc Eligenday inter Dissentienies Chrisiianosy Sentcfi' 
tin Liber. § vii. See also Poole's ** Continuators on Luke," xvi. 19-30. 
These testimonies, which might be added to indefinitely, are enoui^h to 
show that Hades in the New Testament is simply the Greek form of 
what Sheol is in the old; and therefore that ** Hell" does not convey to 
the people of this day the same idea which Hades conveyed to the peo- 
ple in the time of Christ. It is plain, too, that at the time our transla- 
tion was made, " Hell" in English did not bear the exclusive meaning 
it has now. The Apostle's Creed, so called, is proof of this, when it 
says, that Christ after his crucifixion ** descended into hell!" Surely 
the Protestant English Church did not mean to say that Christ went 
into a place of endless woe. Therefore, as Prof. Stuart says, ** Hell, 
in this document, means ihQ under world, the world of the dead, and so 
it has been construed by the most intelligent critics of the English 
Church." It has been very correctly said that" Hell, in its primi- 
tive signification, corresponded perfectly in meaning with fla(j\'s. It 
comes from the Anglo-Saxon, helan, to cover or hide; hence the tiliny 
or slating of a house is called, in Cornwall, A<;//iwflr to this day; and the 
covers of books in Lancashire by the same name — so the literal im- 
port of the original word Hades was formerly well expressed by it." 
Campbell, Doduridqe, Clarke, Parkiiurst and others. I saw 
lately in an En<rll«h newspaper, an account of an accident which hap- 
penC'J to a Slater, who.** fell from the roof while engage^! in helling it." 
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meaning of hades is seen by the law of parallelic?m, be- 
fore noticed, which often runs into the New Testa* 
nicnt ; for though the language is Greek, the struc- 
ture and idiomatic for^XiS are largely Hebrew, Thus : 



(( 



Death where is thy sting T 
Grave where is thy victory." 



Tlie thought is simply repeated ; " grave," or hades^ 
anj^wering to "death," the "victory" being taken 
from one, and the " sting " from the other. And the 
thought is substantially that of Hosea xiii. 14 : 

** Death I will be thy plagues; 
O Grave (.Sheol) 1 will be thy destruction." 

The Fnme connection or association of Death and 
Hades appears in every passage in the book of Reve- 
hitions in which the word occurs, as follows — i. IS, 
vi. 8, XX. 13, 14 : 

"I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive forevermore, amen ; and have the keys of 
hell (^hades') and of death." 

" And I looked, and behold, a pale horse ; and his 
name that sat on him was Death, and hell (Jiades) 
Ibllowed with him." 

" And the sea gave up the dead that were in it ; 
and death and hell (hades) delivered up the dead 
wliicli were in them." 

" And death and hell (hades) were cast into tho 
lake of fire. This is the second death." 

With regard to these passages, it is plain enough 
that the Revelator employed the word hades to sig- 
nify the region of the dead^ or the kingdom of death. 
Death and Hades are both personified, or rc-.reecntcd 



S7-1 THEOLOGY OF UNIVEilSALfSM. 

as persons ; and in chapter vi. 8, Death is a king or 
leader, followed by his hosts, the inhabitants of Hhdes^ 
or the Dead. And an eminent critic says that the 
" Hades of the Apocalypse, is the genuine Sheol of 
the Hebrews ; with the exception, perhaps, that the 
Hebrew sacred books have nowhere represented hades 
as having a king over it." This poetical representa- 
tion, however, is in perfect keeping with the strongly 
metaphorical style of the book. 

Acts ii. 27, 31. '' Because thou wilt not leave my 
poul in hell (Jiades^^ neither wilt thou suiFer thine 
Holy One to see corruption." Of this quotation 
from David, Psalm xvi. 10, Peter says, " He seeing 
this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 
his soul was not left in hell (AacZes,) neither his flesh 
did ece corruption." Of course, the meaning of 
hades ov hcll^ in these texts, is grave^ or realm of 
death, as in the ])receding passages. It is the same, 
also, in the following : " Thou art Peter : and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell (Jiadcs^') shall not prevail against it." Matt. xvi. 
18. Le Clerc translates " the gates of hell " portcP' 
sepulchri^ or " the gates of the sepulchre," or the 
grave ; and says the meaning of the passage is, that 
the church shall never die, or berome extinct. 
Stuart, and others, take a similar view. ' 

§ H. Hades is used also as a figure to represent 

' The same figure is found in Ts:i. xxxviii. 10. " T s:u(l in the cutting 
off of my d.iys, 1 sha'.l go the gates of the grave'''' {Slicol); Psalm ix. 
(3, "Thouliftcst me up from the g'ltca of death''; cvii. 18, "They 
di*aw near to the gates o/'death.^' Sheol or Hades is rcpresQntoil as (lie 
Under ivo lid y the entrance to which is shut np by gates; and in Kev. i. 
18, Christ is said to have the ** Keys of hell" {.hades), the gates of which 
be opened by his Resurrection 
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a condition of extreme suffering^ or utter destruC'^ 
Hon. 

*' And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unlo 
heaven, shalt be brouglit down to hell," (Jiades.^ 
Matt. xi. 23, Luke xi. 15. The meaninfr of this ia 
too obvious to require explanation. 

The only remaining passage is Luke xvi. 19-21. 
" And in hell (hades) he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torment." In order to understand this, we must note 
(he following particulars : 

1. It is not a history ; but a parable. Not a liter- 
al relation of facts respecting individuals, but a figu- 
rative representation of events touching the Jews 
(the Rich Man,) on one hand, and the Gentiles 
(Lazarus,) on the other; as in the parables of the 
unfaithful Husbandmen, the Marriage Feast, the 
Master of the House, &c. Dr. Bloomfield, in his 
Greek Testament, says, " The best commentators, 
both ancient and modern, with reason consider it as a 
'parable ; since all the circumstances seem paraboli- 
cal, and a story very similar to it, is found in the 
Babylonian Gemara." So Whitby. 

2. If a parable, it must be interpreted as a para- 
ble. We must not expect to find a meaning for every 
particular, but look only to the main scope and design 
of the parable. The " five brethren," the " drop of 
water," "cooling the tongue," &c., have no more 
special meaning, than " the fatted calf," " the ring," 
" the shoes," in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 
" Comparison is not to be extended," says Professor 
Stuart, "to all the circumstances of the allegory. 
Thus, in the parable of the Good Samaritan, the 
point to be illustrated, is the extent of the duty ofhe* 
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ncjicence, Mcst of the circumstances go to make up 
merely the veri-similitude of the narration, so that it 
may give pleasure to him who hears or reads it." 

3. " The point to be illustrated " in the parable of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, is the rejection and puiv* 
ishment of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles 
into tJie privileges and blessings of the Gospel, 
This is the main scope and design of the parable, and 
the leading particulars have significance as follows : 

(a) 7%e Sich Man^ clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and faring sumptuously every day, represents 
the Jews, their wealth of spiritual privileges and 
blessings, " because that unto them were committed 
the oracles of God " (Heb. iii. 1-3,), and they were 
favored with the ministry of prophets and holy men. 

(6) Lazarus^ the beggar, feeding on crumbs, and 
full of sores, represents the Gentiles, their spiritual 
poverty and ignorance. 

(c) Their Death represents respectively the change 
in their conditions, which took place on the setting up 
of the Gospel kingdom in the earth. The Rich Man 
dead, is the Jewish nation dead to, or deprived of, all 
its former privileges and gifts of divine knowledge. 
Lazarus de id, is the Gentiles dead to their former 
condition of spiritual poverty and unbelief. Death 
in both cases is the op|;)Osite of the former life ; as 
death is always the opposite of life. 

((?) Lazarus in Ahrahatris hosom^ represents 1 he 
Gentiles translated into the new life of Gospel faith, 
and knowledo-e, and salvation. 

(e) The Rich Man in torment represents the Jew's 
suffering the punishment of their sins, in the destruc- 
tion of their city and temple, and the sore calami- 
ties which have fallen on them ever since. 
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(y*) The great gulf represents the antagonism of 
unbelief between Jews and Christians (Gentiles,) 
and the utter want of religious sympathy and fellow- 
ship which separates the two people. 

(gr) Tlje request of the Rich Man respecting his 
five brethren, and the reply of Abraham, are only put 
in to show the obstinacy of the Jews in their refusal 
to believe in Christ as the Messiah ; since, if their 
own scriptures (Moses and the Prophets,) could not 
convince ihem, neither would they be persuaded " if 
one went unto them from the dead." And thii was 
literally and singularly verified ; for when a real Laza- 
rus was raised from the dead by Jesus, the chief 
priests and pharisees not only refused to believe, but 
were so enraged that they sought to kill both Jesus 
and Lazarus. John xi. xii. 

The same thing expressed in the metaphors of this 
parable, is stated m direct terms in other passages : 
" The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof." 
Matt. xxi. 43. " It was necessary the wcrd of God 
should first have been spoken to you ; but seeing yo 
put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles, for so 
hath the Lord commanded us, saying," &c. Acts 
xiii. 46. " There shall be weeping, and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye see many coming from the east and 
from the west, from the north and from the 80u:h, 
and sitting with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of God, while }ou yourselves are cast 
out ; " or, as Matthew has it, " the child :cp of tlie 
kinjrdom shall be cast out." Luke xiii. 23, 29 ; Matt, 
viii. 11, 12. Of course, " the kingdom of G^^'^ " 
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cannot refer to the immortal state, for those in that 
heaven, the children of that kingdom, are not to be 
cast out. The kingdom here is the Gospel kingdom 
on earth, " the children of the kingdom " the Jews, 
80-called because of the special favors and privileges 
bestowed on them — and they are cast out, and tlie 
Gentiles received in their place; just as the Eich 
Man and Lazarus change conditions, the one deprived 
of his " good things, " and " tormented, " and the 
other delivered from his " evil things, " and " com- 
forted." ' 

Thus we see that while " Abraham's bosom, " 
which is a Jewish idiom or phrase for the blessed life 
of paradise, represents the exaltation of the Gentile 
world to the privileges of God's chosen people ; 

' Some of the most eminent modern orthodox commentators allow of 
this application. Dr. Gill, the learned Baptist critic, makes a two-fold 
application, and says of the latter, " it may also be understood of the 
political and ecclesiastical death of the Jewish people, which lay in the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and in the abolition of the 
temple worship and the whole ceremonial law, and a death of afflictions 
by captivity and calamities of every kind, attending them ever since.*' 
Ill hell in torments. ** This," he says, ** may regard the vengeance of 
God on the Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem," &c. Lightfoot, of 
the Westminster Assembly, says, *'the main scope and design of the 
parable seems this, — to hint the destruction of the unbelieving Jews; 
wh(» though they had .Moses and the prophets, did not believe them" 
IJvTK, of the English Church, takes the same view, making the death of 
Laziirus the introduction of I he Gent'ics into the Church of God, and 
the death of the rich man the rgection of the Jews. See the citations at 
large in Paige's *' Selections from Eminent Commentators." This 
view of the parable is to be found also among the Fathers. Augustinb 
(A. D. 400,) says, *' In Divite intelligantur superbi Judoeorum, igno- 
ran tes Dei just' tiam, &c. — Quast- Evang., lib. iii. q. 38. Gregory 
the Great, A. D. 550, says, ** Dives iste Judaicum populum designat, 
&c. Horn. 40 in Evang. and in Moral , lib. xxv. c. 13. Tiieoi'hylact, 
A. D., 1053, el.i borates this as a probable interpretation. — Trench on 
the Parab'^i, 
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Uades^ or the state of death, represents the national 
death of the Jews, or their utter desolation and ruin 
as a people. 

But we discover from this parable, that in the time 
of Christ, the Jews had partially adopted the pagan 
ideas respecting Hades^ or the Underworld^ \\z : 
that it contains separate apartments for the good and 
had ; and that in Tartarus, the portion assigned to 
the wicked, there were torments, flames, &c., iu pun- 
ishment of their sins. 

This, and 2 Pet. ii. 4, are the only passages in the 
Bible which allude to this fact. Joseph us, however, 
confirms it. He speaks of suicides beinoj " received 
into the darkest part of Hades ; " and says the 
Pharisees held that under the earth (Hades,) there 
are rewards and punishments accordingly as they 
have been virtuous or vicious in this life. ^ 

The Jews had no such notions at the close of the 
Old Testament, as we have seen : and durins: the 
four hundred years which intervened between Mala- 
chi and Christ, there was no prophet, no revelation 
whatever. They could not, therefore, have obtained 
them from any divine source. Whence, then, did 
they obtain them? There is only one answer ])ossi- 
ble — they borrowed them from the heathen, with 
whom they were current ; they adopted them from 
the Greek and Roman mythology, from which they 
had taken many other doctrines and opinions not 
found in the Law or the Prophets. Hence the words 
of the Saviour, " In vain they do worship me, teach' 

1 Jewish War, Book iii. chapter 8, sec. 5 See also the Jeioish Jlntu 
quUies, Book xviii. chapter i. sec 2-6. 
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ing for doctrines the commandments ofmen.^^ Matf, 
XV. 6-9. ' 

Now, can any Christian believe that our Savioui 
adopted these superstitions which I he Jews had bor- 
rowed from the heathen ? It will not do to say that 
he revealed tKe doctrine of torments in a hell after 
death, because both Jews and Heathen believed it 
before he came. If, therefore, he teaches the doc- 
trine in the parable of the Eich Man and Lazarus, he 
teaches a heathen doctrine ; for it is certain he did not 
take it from the Old Testament, because it is not 
there ; and he was not sent to reveal it, because if it 
be true, it was already revealed to the heathen, or 
they had found it out, without a revelation, ages be- 
fore his cominc: ! 

It is p.ain, therefore, that the Saviour simply em- 
ploys this heathenish notion of the Jews, in para- 
ble, as an illustration, just as he speaks of Beelzebub, 
the Philistine god of flies (Matt. x. 25, xii. 24,) or 
Mammon, the god of riches (Matt. vi. 24 ;) without 
recognizing the existence of either, or sanctioning be- 
lief in such falsehoods and absurdities. 

We do the same thing now, when we speak of " St. 
Vitus's Dance," "Kings Evil," " St. Anthony's fire," 
without the least faith in the superstition which gives 
these names to the particular diseases they designate. 

' The truth is, that in the four hundred years of their intercourse 
with the heathen, during which they were without any divine teacher 
or message. Pagan philosophy and superstition had, so far as regai-ded 
the future state, completely pushed aside the Law of Moses and the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, and set up in place of them the most extrav- 
agant inventions and fables respecting the invisible world. See thia 
abundantly proved in the author's** Origin and History of the Poctrine 
of End' ess Punishment." cap. iv. 
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And Universalists and others use the popular terms 
" Orthodox," and *' Evangelical," merely for the 
sake of convenience, without admitting that those 
desij^nated are Orthodox or EvanDjellcal. 

To argue that Christ taught or sanctioned the doc- 
trine of this Jewish parable respecting the future 
etate, instead of simply using it for illustration, is to 
argue that he believed it as there set forth. But 
does any one suppose that Christ believed that heav- 
en and hell are separated by a great gulf, across 
which the inhabitants can see each other, and talk 
to^cether? that the damned are tormented in literal 
fire and flame ? that they have tongues whose pain 
could be eased by a drop, or an ocean, of water ? 
that they petition Abraham, or any one, to send mes- 
sengers from heaven to their friends on earth, to warn 
them against the torments of hell .? Of course, he 
believed nothing of the kind ; nor is he at all respon- 
sible for the truth of such pagan dogmas, because 
he alludes to them in this parable, for the purpose of 
enforcinnr a warnino; or lesson. ^ 

Thus closes the examination of the Scriptural 
usage of HadeSs which, as we have seen, is in its lit- 

^Dr. Bloomfield, of the English Church, says, ** JSTo responsibility 
on our Lord^s part is involved in this case ; for our best Commenta- 
tors and Theologians are agreed that in parabolic narrations, provided 
the doctrines inculcated be strictly true, the terms in which they are 
expressed, may be adapted to the prevailing notions of those to whom 
they are addressed.'* — Greek Test., in loco. Dr. Macknioht, Scotch 
Presbyterian, confesses ** that our Lord's descriptions (in this parable) 
are not drawn from the writings of the Old Testament, but have a re- 
markable afl&nity to the descriptions which the Grecian poets have given. 
If from these resemblances it is thought the parable is formed on the 
Gi*ecian mythology, it will not at all follow that our Lord approved of 
what the common people thought or spake conceraing those matters, 
agreeably to the notions of the Greeks." 
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eral sense the equivalent of Sheol in every iQxt^ save 
the last, in which appear the heathen notions re- 
specting its being a place of rewards and punish- 
ment?, or the region in which are located both hell 
and heaven. The following facts are worthy of note : 
1 If Hades is " hell " in the ordinary definition of 
the word, then the soul of Christ was in hell after his 
crucifixion. " Because thou wilt not leave ray soul 
in hell. He spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 
his soul was not left in hell." Acts ii. 27, 31. 

2. It is equally true of all in hell, that they will 
not bo left there ; for the Ecvelator says, " Death and 
Hell delivered up the dead which were in them ; and 
they were judged every man according to his works." 
XX. 13. If it be said that, after they are judged, 
they will be sent back again, we demand the proof. 
But even it be so, we still have to note — 

3. That hell is to be utterly destroyed. To say 
nothing of 1 Cor. xv. 55, " O death where is thy 
sting ? O hell (hades) where is thy victory ? " we 
have the direct testimony — " And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death." Eev. xx. 14. And these two passages are 
the exact equivalent of Hosea xiv. 14. " I will ran- 
som them from the power of hell (^Sheol — Hades^) 
1 will redeem them from death : O death, I will be 
thy plagues; O hell (^Sheol — Hades^) I will be thy 
destruction." Dr. Campbell says, on Eev. xx. 14, 
'Mf we interpret Hades^ 'hell,' in the Christian sense 
of the word, the whole passage is rendered nonsense. 
Hell is represented as being cast into hell ; for so the 
lake of fire, which is in this place denominated the 
second death, is universally interpreted." The 
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plirage " cast into the lake of fire " is a figure of utter 

destruction. It is simply saying "death and hell 
were destroyed." 

4. Of course, then, Hades^ " hell,*' is not a p^ace 
of endless torment, otherwise it could not be destroy- 
ed. Whatever, therefore, the interpretation given to 
the narration of Dives and Lazarus, whether regard- 
ed as a parable, or literal history, it is plain that the 
Eich Man was not in a place of endless torment. Or, 
in the more general phrase of Prof. Stuart : " What- 
ever the state of either the righteous or the wicked 
may be, whilst in Hades^ that state will certainly 
cease, and be exchanged for another at the general 
resurrection." ^ 

i Those wbo would see an argument for Hadn as an inter media/e 
itate, a view which seems to be growing among the sects, may read an 
article in the Baptist " Christian Review " for April, 18G2, on " The 
Righteous Dead, between Death and the Resurrection ;^* and on the 
other side, see " Biblioihi-ca Sacra " for January, 1862, " The ipirifs 
in Prison.** The last writer thinks the idea of future opportunities 
for repentance and salvation is ** gaining new adherents at the 
present time;" and refers to Rev. B. H. Wilson's essay on the ** I t* 
tional Church," in the "Recent Inquiries in Theology by eminent 
English Churchmen." In this essay, the author, alluding to the Lim- 
bus Infantum of the Catholic Church, says there may be mansions 
hereafter for those who are '* infants in spiritual development— nurse- 
ries, or seed grounds, where the undeveloped may ^row up under new 
conditions, the stunted become strong, and the perveiled restored . " 
and that finally when ** Christ shall have surrendered his kingdom to 
the Great Father, all, l^oth small and great, shall find a refvge in iht 
losom of the universal parent, to rej)Ose, or be quickened into higher 
life, in the ages to come, accordhig to his will." p. 232, American 
edition Dr. Watts, even, thought that ** the perfections of God will 
contrive a way of escape for the repentant sinner hereafter," though he 
has not revealed this. — World to Come, Works, i. 738. 
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SECTION III. 

flEBENVA — ITS SCRIPTURAL MEANING AND USAGE — ** DESTRUCTIOJI 
OF SOCL AND BODY IN UEU. " — WAS IT USI 
CHRIST AS A SYMUOL OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT ? 



OF SOUL AND BODY IN HELL " — WAS IT USED IN THE TIME OF 



lievvu — Gehenna^ occurs twelve times in the New 
Testament, and is in every case translated Hell, 
Five of the twelve examples are parallel passages, 
which reduces the actual usage to seven. 

J. Origin and meaning of the word. It is uni- 
versally agreed that Gehenna is the Greek form of 
Gee Hinnom a compound Hebrew word, signifying 
the valley of Hinnom, The history of this place is 
given as follows, by the learned Calmet, a Catholic 
cri'ic and theologian: 

" Gehenna properly signifies the valley of Hinnom, 
a valley just south of Jerusalem. The valley is 
called Tophet, (Jeremiah vii. 31,) from the drums 
which were beaten to drown the cries of the victims. 
After the captivity, the Jews regarded this spot with 
abhorrence, on account of the abominations which 
had been practised there, and following the example 
of Josiah, they threw into it every species of filth, as 
well as the carcasses of animals, and the dead bodies 
of malefactors. To prevent the pestilence which 
such a mass would occasion, if left to putrefy, con- 
Btant fires were maintained in the valley in order to 
consume the whole, and hence the place received the 
appellation of Gehenna fire^ 

With this agrees the statement of Prof. Stuart of 
Andover : " It would seem that the custom of dese- 
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crating this place, thus happily begun, was continued 

in after ages, down to the period when our Saviour 

was on the earth. Perpetual fires were kept up in 

order to consume the offal which was deposited there. 

And as the same offal would breed worms, (for so all 

putrifying meat does, of course,) hence came the ex- 

I)ression, ' where the worm dieth not and the fire is 

not quenched.' " 

Schleusner, the learned German Lexicographer, 

after stating the same facts, says, "Hence it came, 

that any severe punishment^ especially an infamous 

kind of death, was described by the word Gehenna^ 
or hell."' 

II. Old Testament usage. In the Old Testament 
Scriptures, the word seems to be employed in its 
literal sense only, as the name of a place, a valley on 
the south of Jerusalem, which, as above stated, after 
the time of Josiah, was held in special abomination, 
because of the idolatrous worship set up there. The 
following are all the passages in the Old Testament 
in which it occurs. 

Josh. XV. 8. " And the border went up by the 
valley of the Son of Hinnom^ unto the south side of 
the Jebusite," &c. 2 Kings xxiii. 10. *'And he 
(Josiah) defiled Topheth, which is vathe valley of 
the children of Hinnom^ that no man might make his 
fion or daughter pass through the fire to Molech." 

' Lexicon on Gehenna, He savs, also, that it is used as a symbol of 
ihe future torments of the wicked in the New Testament, but this is as- 
suming the point to be proved. It is not enough to quote a passage, 
and say it means this. We ask, why ? where is the evidence? The tes- 
timony given in the text is repeated by AVuitby, Clarke, Busn,Ro- 
BENMULLER, MvcKNiGHT, Parkhurst, and Biblical scholars of every 
denomination. 
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2 Chron. xxviii. 3. " Moreover he (Aliaz) burnt in- 
cense in the valley of the son ofHinnom^ and burnt 
his children in the fire, after the abominations of the 
heathen." Jer. vii. 31, 32 ; xix. 2-6, are repetitions 
of this fact, with the prophet's terrible denunciations 
of judgment upon the guilty people of Judah, for 
these idolatrous cruelties, for their wicked apostjicy 
from the law and worship of Jehovah. 

It can hardly be said to be used in any of these 
texts as a figure, or as a symbol of judgment. It it 
employed, rather in the way of contrast or compari- 
son, thus : " I will make this city as Tophet (or Ge- 
henna^ Tophet being the place of sacrifice in Gee 
Hinnom /) and the houses of Jerusalem, and the 
kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of 
Tophet," &c., and " it shall be called the valley of 
slaughter." Jer. xix. Here the sense is evidently 
literal, and the prophet says that Jerusalem shall be- 
come as defiled and desolate as Gee Hinnom or 
Tophet — as we say, by way of comparison, " bar- 
ren as a desert," " loathsome as a slaughter house." 

Isaiah has the following : " They shall go forth, 
and look upon the carcasses of the men that have 
transgressed against me ; for their worm shall not 
(lie, neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh." Ixvi. 23—24. 
The entire context shows that this language, which is 
descriptive of some of the disgusting accompaniments 
of the valley of Hinnom, is used in its literal sense. 
Verses 14 and 15, represent the Lord as coming 
" like a whirlwind to render his anger with fury, . . . 
for by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with 
all flesh ; and the slain of the Lord shall be manv." 
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And then to show how great the number, he repre- 
sonts " the carcasses of the men who have transgress- 
ed '' as lying in such heaps in Geehinnomi or " the 
valley of slaughter," that the fires would not be 
quenched, or would be continually burning to con- 
sume them, and the worms continually breeding from 
the putrefaction. There is nothing figurative in this, 
but a prophetic statement of simple facts ; and the 
'' new moons " and " sabbaths," the " going forth " 
and " looking on the c ircasses," &c., confirm the lit- 
eral sense of the lanjTuase used. ^ 

III. The New Testament usage. We como now 
to examine the usage of Gehenna^ in the New Testa- 
ment, where we shall find that, though it has not 
wholly lost its literal signification, it has taken on 
another, viz : a figurative or symbolic meaning. And 
the first point we have to consider here, is the asser- 
tion so confidently and universally made by those be- 
lieving in the doctrine, that " it was used by the Jews 
in the time of the Saviour, to describe the future tor- 
ment of the wicked ; and that, therefore, he must 
have used it in the same sense, if he expected the 
people to understand him." Let us then proceed to 
the review of this point ; and in order to have it be- 
fore us in a definite shape for discussion, we will put 
it in the form of a question — 

Was Gehenna used in the time of Christ as the 
•6ymhol of future punishment ? 

' A careful examination of the passages will show, 1 think, that Gee 
Hi-nom is not used in the Old Testament, as commonly stated, as a 
symbol or emblem of judgment; but simply in its literal sense, as the 
name of the valley South of Jerusalem. The most that can be said of 
it is, that it is employed in comparison — Jerusalem shall be as Geehin- 
nom or Tophet. 
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It IS admitted that in the four hundred years be- 
tween the Old Testament and the New, the word 
Gehenna had come to be used as a symbol, or figure, 
of judgment or punishment; but what kind of judg- 
ment ? what kind of punishment ? In order to an- 
swer this, we must refer to the literature of that age ; 
to such records or writings as have come down to us 
from the time of Christ, or such times, antecedent 
and subsequent, as may serve to determine the mean- 
ing and usage of the word. The following are all the 
competent witnesses in the case : 

(a) B. C. 280-150. The Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, made betw^een the 
dates here given, uses the word only in its literal 
sense, as the name of a valley south of Jerusalem. 
This is proof, that up to within 150 years before 
Christ, it had not lost its literal, etymological mean- 
inor. 

(6) B. C. 150-50. The Ap erypha^ are the only 
Jewish writings of this period extant, and therefore 
the only authority in the case. The Wisdom of 
Solomon, and the Second Book of Maccabees, the 
only books containing any allusion to future punish- 
ment, come within these dates. Gehenna is not found 
in either of them. Though they constantly speak of 
the torments of the wicked after death, they never 
use this word to designate the place of them, or to 
describe the character of them. It is scarcely possi- 
ble they could have avoided using it, if it had acquir- 
ed this meaning at this date, i. e. within fifty years of 
Christ. 

(c) B. C. 30 — A. D. 40. Philo Judoeus. The 
dates show Philo to have lived and written in the 



THE DOCTUINE OF HELL — GEHENNA. 389 

very times of the Saviour. He was an Egyptian 
Jew, of the sect of the Pharisees, and a believer in 
punishment after death. He frequently introduces 
the subject, and describes the place of torment as " a 
dark region, covered with profound night, and per- 
petual blackness;'' but he never calls it Gehenna. 
The word is nowhere found in his works. Of course, 
as Philo's works cover the very ground in dispute, 
there is not a line of evidence to prove that Gehenna 
was used by the Jews of our Saviour's time, to signi* 
fy a place of endless torment for the wicked. And 
this will be confirmed by the next witness. 

(cT) A. D. 70-lCO. Josephus wrote immediately 
after tl.e destruction of Jerusalem. He was a Phari- 
see, and a believer in future punishment. He gives 
an account of the opinions of the various Jewish 
sects, and often states his own belief on this point at 
great length ; but he never uses the word Gehenna 
to represent this belief, or in any way to describe the 
miseries of the damned. And, speaking on this sub- 
ject as often as he does, it seems utterly impossible, if 
Gehenna had taken on this meaning in his time, that 
he should not have employed it in this sense. Those 
who believe in endless torment, at this day, constant- 
ly use the word " hell " to express this idea ; and if 
" Gehenna" had the same meaninor among the Jews 
in the time of our Saviour, we should certainly find 
it so used in those passages of Philo and Josephus, 
where they discuss this subject. But instead of this, 
as observed, it is not found in a single instance in all 
their voluminous writings I 

(e) A. D. 100-200. From the time of Josephus 
on war. I, tliere is an interval of about one hundred 
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years, in which we have no Jewish writings what- 
ever. This was the period which followed the de- 
struction of their city and nation, when they were 
scattered over the earth as chaff before the wind. 

(/) A. D. 200. The Targum of Jonathan Ben 
{Jzziel, which has been cited as proof of the usage of 
Gehenna^ in the time of Christ, was not written till 
^vvo hundred years after Christ ; and is, therefore, no 
proof at all. In this Targum we find the word used 
to describe the torments of the wicked after death ; 
but its late date takes it out of the discussion. * 

There is, therefore, no proof whatever from con- 
temporary usage, to show the meaning of Gehenna 
in the New Testament. Its usage, therefore, must 
determine its meaning. And, on examination, we 
fiu'l that it is probably used in its literal sense in the 
first passage where it occurs : 

" Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time. Thou shalt not kill ; and whoeoever shall kill, 
shall be in danger of the judgment. But I say unto 
you, That whosoever is angry with his brother with- 
out cause, shall be in danger of the judgment ; and 

* Dr. Jahn assigns it to the end of the 3d century after Christ; Eicii- 
UORN decides for the 4th century ; Beetuoldt inclines to the 2d or 3 J 
cenvury, and is confident that it "cannot have attained its present com- 
plete form, before the end of the second century." Bauer coincides 
generally in these views. Some critics put the date even as low down 
as the7ih or 8th century. See a full discussion of the question ij the 
Universalist Expositor, ii. 351-3G8. See, also, Horne's Introduction, 
li. 157-1 03. Justin Martyr, A. D. 150, and Clement of Alexandria, 
A. D., iOri, both employ Gehenna to designate the place of future pun- 
ishment; but the first utters an opinion only of its meaning in a certain 
text, and the last was a Universalist, and did not, of course, believe 
that Gehenna was the place of endless punishment Augustine, A 
D., 400, says Gehenna^ '* slagnum ignis et sulphuris coryoreus igiAt 
erit.^'—Dj Civitate Dei, L. xxi. c. 10. 
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whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in 
danixer of the council ; but whosoever shall sav, 
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire," or the fire 
of Gehenna. JMatt. v. 22. 

It is plain that reference is had here to the punish- 
ment of burning alive in the valley of Hinnom. 
" There nrc three offences here which exceed each 
other in their degrees of guilt. 1. Anger against a 
man, accompanied with some injurious act. 2. Cb?i- 
tempt^ expressed by the opprobrious epithet raca^ or 
shailow brains. 3. Hatred and mortal enmity^ ex- 
pressed by the term moreh^ or apostate, where such 
apostacy could not be proved. 

Now proportioned to these three offences, were 
three different degrees of punishment, each exceeding 
the other in its severity, as the offences exceed each 
other in their different degrees of guilt. 1. The 
judfjmcnt^ the council of twenty-three, which could 
inflict the punishment of strangling. 2. The Sanhe- 
drim, or great council, which could inflict the punish- 
ment of stoning. And 3. The being burnt alive in 
the valley of the son of Hinnom. This appears to 
be the meaninjj of our Lord." * 

It is impossible to believe the Saviour meant to say 
that the difference between calling a man: a block- 
head, and calling him an apostate (the meaning of 
*' thou fool,") was so great, that while the offender in 
oi*e case would only be stoned, in the other he would 
be given over to eternal tortures ! There is no pro- 
portion here ; but there is some just relation between 
being stoned and being burned alive, in comparison 

' A. Cl.\.rk£ on the passage. Kuinoel, Rosenmuller, Townsekd, 
aod ot'iers, take this view; as may be seen in Paige's Selections. 
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wltli tlic respective offences. The simple meaning of 
the pasia^e is, that und^r the Christian law, causeless 
anger, and malignant speech against a brother, would 
be regarded as criminal, and as deserving of punish- 
ment, as the greatest crimes " by them of old time." 
And the thought is illustrated by reference to offences 
and punishments with which the people were fami- 
liar. 

But chiefly Gehenna is used in the New Testament, 
a.s an emblem of anything foul and disgusting^ and 
(^specially as the symbol of terrible and destructive 
judgments. 

James iii. 6, is an example of the first meaning. 
Speaking of the tongue, he says, " It defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature ; 
and is set on fire of hell," Gehenna, The meaninnr is 
obvious, though the translation may be awkward. 
An impure and licentious tongue, or conversation, in- 
flames the passions and lusts, and " defileth the 
whole body." And to describe the filthiness of such 
a tongue, he refers, in figure, to that loathsome place, 
Gehenna, with all its rottenness, its foul fires, putre- 
faction, worms and stench. And nothing could be 
more graphic or forcible to a Jew. 

In Matt. xiii. 16, the Saviour says to the Pharisees, 
" Ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold more the 
child of hell than yourselves." It is quite probable 
that he uses Gehenna here in the same sense in which 
James employs it ; in the same sense in which he uses 
" whited sepulchres " in verse 27, to represent their 
corrupt and criminal character, their moral unclear • 
uess and vileness. 
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But in verse 33, it is evidently employed as a sym- 
bol of judgment. " Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell ? " 
Here, unquestionably, "damnation of hell,'' or Ge- 
henna^ points out the terrible calamities and utter 
ruin coming upon the guilty nation, as the punish- 
ment of their unbelief and sin ; and of which he 
says farther on, verse 36, " Verily I say unto you, all 
these things shall come upon this generation,,^' 

Matt. X. 28. " And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather 
fv-ar him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell," — Gehenna, 

Luke xii. 5. " Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can do. 
But I will forewarn you whom you shall fear. Fear 
him which after he hath killed, hath power to cast 
into hell," — Gehenna, Several things are to bo 
noted here : 

1. The same terms are applied to both body and 
soul: "kill the body" and "kill the soul " ; "de- 
stroy both soul and body in hell." Now, if killing 
the body is destroying the life of it, killing the soul 
is the same thing ; and this is plain from the fiict that 
the soul is destroyed in the same sense as the body. 
And the body, the same body that men can kill^ is to 
be destroyed in the same way, and in the same hell^ 
as the soul. Of course, therefore, the hell must be 
of such sort, and, if a place^ so located as to reach 
the earthly body. It cannot, therefore, be a hell 
such as is believed in now, because no one supposes 
that this body of flesh, which men can kill, is to be 
tortured with the soul. 
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2. The text does not say that God will destroy 
soul and body, but only that he is able to do it ; nor 
docs th3 parallel text say that, after he hath killed, 
he will cast into hell, or utterly d(^«troy, but only 
that he hath j^ower to do it. In Matt. iii. 9, Christ 
says that '' God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham " ; but he does not mean to 
say he will do it. And in Matt. xxvi. 53, he says he 
co^ild pray for and receive to his help twelve legions 
of argcls, but he did not do it. 

3. If the text asserts that God will destroy both 
6;)ul and body, and not simply that he is able to ; or, 
in other words, if it teaches what is certain, and not 
what is possible, then it proves, not the endless tor- 
ment of the wicked, but utter extinction of being, 
the annihilation of soul and body together. 

4. The phrase seems to have been a kind of proverb, 
expressive of complete destruction. Isaiah employs 
it in this sense : " The Lord shall kindle a burning 
like the burning of fire, .... and it shall burn and 
devour his thorns and his briers in one day ; and 
shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruit- 
ful field, both soul and bodyP x. 16-18. This re- 
fers to national overthrow, " a proverbial expression," 
says Dr. Clarke, signifying " that they should be en- 
tirely and altogether consumed." ^ 

What Christ intends to say in this passage is simply 
this : If you arc tempted to deny me and the truth 
through fear of ] persecution and death, (as Peter was 
afterward,) remember that God can bring greater 
judgments upon you for your abandonment of the 

' Query. What are the soul and body of forests and fraitful fields ! 
llow impossible to interpret such phraseology literally. 
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gospel, than men can for your defence of it. Men 
can kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do ; but God can kill the soul, can destroy 
Koul and body together. You should fear him, 
therefore, rather than men ; and to enforce the lesson 
he pictures this judgment under the well-known 
figure of Gehenna^ or of being cast into Gehenna. 

But to show that he was speaking only of what 
was possible, and that, faithful to the truth, they had 
nothing to fear ; he says, in the very next words, 
that God, in his special care of them, had numbered 
the very hairs of their heads ; that not a sparrow 
(ell to the ground without his knowledge, much less 
vvouM tlicy — "year ye not^ therefore, ye are of more 
value ihan many sparrows." 

M:itt. V. £9. " And if thy right Mark Lx. 43. " And if thy hand 
eye oliierKl thee, pluck it out and cast oftend thee, cut it off; it is better 
it tVorn thcc; for it is profitable for for thee to enter into life maimed, 
tlico tli.itoncof thy members should than having two hands, to go into 
pori^^!l, .ml not that thy whole bo-jhell {Gehenna,) into the fire that 
dy slioald be cast into hell"— Ge- never shall be quenched ; where 



henna. 



their worm dieth not, and the fire 



3). "And if thy right hand is not quenched. * ' 
oitend thcc, cut it oil*, and cast it 45. " And if thy foot offend thee, 
f.om thcc, for it is profitable fori cut it off; it is better for thee to enter 
thectli.itoncof thy members should I halt into life, than having two feet 
p.n-ish, nnd not that thy whole bo-' to be cast into hell ( Gehenna,) into 
dy should be cast into hell" — Ge- the fire that never shall be quencli- 
hennu. ed ; where their worm dieth not. 

Matt, xviii. 9. "And if thine and the fire is not quenched." 
eye oircnd thee, pluck it out, and| 47. ** And if thine eye offend 
cast it from thee; it is better for thee, pluck it out; it is better for 
thee to enter into life with one eye, 'thee to enter into the kingdom of 
rather than having two eyes to be! God, with one eye, than having two 
cast into liell-fire" — Gehenna tou eyes to be cast into hell-fire; where 
puros, their worm dieth not, and the fire 

is not quenched." 

These are the only remaining passages where 
Gehenna occurs, and the reader will see how largely 
they are repetitions, merely for the purpose of em- 
pliasis. The same thing is said of the eye, the hand 
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and the foot ; and while Matthew and Mark report 
tlic same sayings of Jesus, thereby doubling the nuna- 
ber of passages, Matthew repeats in chapter xviii. 
what he had previously recorded in chapter v. So 
that though Gehenna appears six times, a comparison 
of tlie passages reduces them to a single example. 
The only difference in the texts being the addition by 
Mark of some of the loathsome accompaniments of 
Gehenna^ the undying worm and the unquenchable 
lire. And in this, the only instance in the New Tes- 
tament where they are associated with Gehenna^ the 
Saviour doubtless had in mind the passage in Isaiah 
Ixvi. : " They shall go forth and look upon the car- 
casses of the men who have transgressed against me ; 
for their worm dieth not^ neither shall their fire he 
quenched — and they shall be an abhorring unto all 
flesh." The expressions in both cases being intensive, 
eni[)loyeil to deepen the coloring of the sombre pic- 
ture of iu lament, and to add terribleness to the de- 
scription.* 

^ That the undying worm and the unquenchable fire are not expressive 
of cndles-s duration, the following facts are in evidence: 

Strado calls the lamp in the Parthenon, and Plutaech calls the sa- 
cred fire of a temple, " unquenchable,'* though they were extinguished 
ages ago. Joseph us says the fire on the altar of the temple at Jcrusa- 
bm was ** rJways unquenchable,' ua[ieaior ad, though the fire had 
gone out and the temple was destroyed at the time of his writing. 
EusEBius says certain martyrs of Alexandria "were burned in un- 
quenchable fire," though it was extinguished in the course of an liour! 
All the phrase mean;; is that the fire was thoroughly destructive, burn- 
ing till it had consumed all — a metaphor for complete destruction. The 
fi»llowing froQi a wai- rpeech by an '* Evangelical" clergyman, will il- 
lustrate its scriptural use and meaning: — " G ^d's fan is in his hand, 
and he will tliorouglily purge this nation. The wheat— maintenance of 
Government, loyalty to God, and the freedom of all— shall be garnered 
up to enrich the nation's future. But the chaff- impiety, rebellion and 
slavery- shall be burned with unquenchable fire." That is, they shaU 
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The plain moaning of the Saviour is this : It is 
better for you to give up all worldly interests, though 
dear as your right eye or right hand, if they keep 
you back from the kingdom of God, the gospel king- 
dom, the life of divine truth ; for it is better to part 
with these, and become my disciples, and enjoy that 
eternal life which is to know God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent ; than, retaining these, to refuse 
the truth of God, the gospel of his Son, and so have 
part in the fiery judgment which is coming upon this 
wicked generation. And in order to set forth the 
terrible and utterly destructive character of this judg- 
ment, this day of wrath, he describes it under the 
iigure of Gehenna^ with its unquenchable fires, its 
perpetual putrefaction and ever breeding worms.' 

Gehenna^ then, was used to represent any dreadful 
judgment or, as Schleusner says, *' any severe pun- 
isment, especially an infamous kind of death." Much 
as Sodom was used to represent any very wicked or 
corrupt city or people, as in Ezekiel xvi. 46— 5G, where 
Sodom means the half heathenish Israelites, or per- 

be thoroughly destroyed and abolished. In a standard author we have 
tlie expression, " unquenchable love of freedom;" and another, speak- 
inir of a celebrated actress, says, *' She was the best tragedian of her 
times, with an inextinguishable fire in her heart," and immediately 
adds, alluding to her death, "we must deplore the extinction of lier 
tire/' A newspaper, speaking of a comic personage, remarks 
tliat what he did "created i«ex/i77gr?iisA a^/e mirth.'** And this is the 
very cx])rcssion in English, which Homer has in Greek, un^ifarog y*'/o'?, 
f riiad, i. 500,) unquenchable laughter. In these examples, as in the 
13!ble usage, there is no reference to duration, but to intensity only — • 
the meaning is great, excesnve. 

^ Dr. Albkrt Barnes says: "The extreme loathsomeness of the place, 
the tilth and putrefiction, the corruption of the atmosphere, and the 
lurid fires blazing by day and by night, made it one of the most appal- 
ling and terrific objects with which a Jew was ever acquainted." 
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haps the neighboring heathen themselves. And in 
Rev. xi. 8, Jerusalem is called Sodom and Egypt, be- 
cause of its utter vileness and wickedness. Much as 
we of this day use the name of Waterloo to repre- 
sent a great political conflict : " It was a Waterloo 
defeat " — i. e., thorough, complete, irreparable. So 
with the Jews, the overthrow of a people, the de- 
struction of a city, was called a Gehenna judgment —^ 
i. c., a thorough and utter destruction. 

This closes the New Testament usage of the word ; 
and it is obvious to every candid mind that the asser- 
tion is utterly destitute of proof, that Gehenna was 
used by the Jews of our Saviour's time to designate 
a place of endless torment for the wicked, or that it 
bcnrs that meaning in the New Testament. 

Our inquiry shows that it is employed in the Old 
Testament in its literal or geographical sense only, as 
the name of the valley lying on the South of Jerusa- 
lem — that the Septuagint proves it retained this 
meaning as late as B. C. 150 — that i* is not found at 
all in the Apocrypha; neither in Philo, nor in Jo- 
seplius, whose writings cover the very times of the 
Saviour and the New Testament, thus leavinn^ us 
without a single example of contemporary usage to 
determine its meaning at this period — that for one 
hundred years after Joscphus there arc no Jewish 
writings extant, thereby bhutting out all evidence as 
to what was its popular usage and signification for 
one hundred and sever.ty years after Christ — that 
from A. D. 150-195, we find in two Greek authors-, 
Justin and Clement of Alexandria, the first resident 
in Italy and the last ia Egypt, that Gehenna began 
to be used to designate a place of punishment aftei 
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death, but not endless punishment, since Clement was 
a believer in universil restoration — that the first time 
we find Gehenna used in this sense in' any Jewish 
writing is near the beginning of the third century, in 
the Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel, two hundred 
years too late to be of any service in the argument — 
and lastly, that the New Testament usage shows that 
while it had not wholly lost its literal sense, it was 
also employed in the time of Christ as a symbol of 
moral corruption and wickedness ; but more especially 
as a figure of the terrible judgments of God on the 
rebellious and sinful nation of the Jews. 

SECTION IV. 

TARTAROSAS — ITS MEANING — THE HEATHEN HELL — ''THE ANGELS 

THAT WERE CAST DOWN TO HELL." 

TuQTUQofaaiy — Tartarosus^ the word being a parti- 
ciple, is found only in 2 Peter ii. 4 : " For if God 
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, 
to be reserved unto judgment," &c. Jude, who cites 
the same illustrations in enforcing his exhortations, 
has it thus : " And the angels who kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judg- 
ment of the great day." Verse 6. 

Although this chapter has legitimately only to do 
with the word '• hell," yet it will be necessary, in 
order to understand this passage, to notice several 
other points. 

1. This is the first and only allusion in the Bible 
to fallen angels. There is not a word in the Old 
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Testament on the subject, neither in the historical, 
prophetic or poetic books. The Saviour in all his 
ministry never alluded to anything of the kind ; nor 
any of his disciples, save Peter and Jude. Now, if 
the texts cited are to be understood literally, as an 
actual historical record, is it probable that such a 
profound silence would have been observed in regard 
to so important an event, till forty years after the 
death of Christ?' 

2. It is plain that the story of the fallen angels 
was well known to those whom Peter and Jude ad- 
dressed. Though this is the first time it appears in 
the sacred writings, it is introduced without explana- 
tion ; and it is taken for granted that the readers have 
heard of it before. The tradition, therefore, must 
have been common and popular, or the apostles would 
not have referred to it in such a familiar way. 

3. The Jews certainly had a tradition of this sort 
current among them. Before the birth of Christ, 
they had come to believe that " the sons of God " 
mentioned in Gen. vi. 2, were angels, who, enamored 
of the beautiful daughters of men, left their heavenly 
habitations, of their own accord, that they might 
dwell with them on earth. Josephus makes mention 
of this : " For many angels of God accompanied 
with women, and begat sons that proved unjust, and 
despisers of all that was good," * &c. Of course, as 
there is nothing of this sort in the Old Testament, it 
was a fiction of their own invention. The " sons of 

A All commentators agree that Rev. xii. 7-17, refers to the conflictj 
between Paganism and Christianity. Besides, the dragon and hisangcia 
were '* cast out into the earth,^^ and /^^re ** persecuted the woman 
which brought forth the man-child." 

* *• Jewish Antiquities," Book i. chapter 3. 
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God " in Gen. vi. were not anirels, but the true wor- 
shippers of God ; probably the descendants of Seth, 
in distinction from those of Cain. 

4. This tradition or fiction respecting the angels, 
was wrouirht out with all the extravasjant fancies and 
wild absurdi ies and inventions characteristic of the 
Jewish mind ; and about the time of our Saviour's 
birth, or just before, it appeared in full dramatic cos- 
tume in the celebrated '' Booh of Enocli^^ written 
by some foreign Jew. In tliis, we hfive the whole 
story in detail, resting on the above-named absurd in- 
terpretation of Gen. vi. by the later Jewish teachers. 

The story begins with chapter vii. thus: "It hap- 
pened, after the sons of men had multiplied in those 
days, that daughters were born unto them, elegant 
and beautiful. And when the angels, the sons of 
heaven, beheld them, they became enamored of them, 
saying to each other. Come, let us select for ourselves 
wives from the progeny of men, and let us beget 
children." 

Then follows an account of the increase of impiety 
and wickedness on the earth ; and chapter x. carries 
the story forward as follows: "Then the Most High, 
the Great and Holy One spake, and said to Raphael, 
" Bind Azazycl hand and foot ; cast him into dark- 
ness ; and opening the desert which is in Dudael, cast 
him in there. Throw upon him swift and pointed 
stones, covering him with darkness. There shall he 
remain forever; cover his face, that he may not see 
the light. And in the great day of judgment let him 
be cast into the fire." To Michael, likewise, the 
Lord said, " Go and announce his crime to Samyaza, 
and to the others who are with him. And when all 
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tlieir sons shall be slain, when they shall see the 
perdition of their beloved, bind them for seventy 
^generations underneath the earth, even to the day 
of judgment." 

Then the angels besought Enoch to intercede for 
them, which he did ; when, suddenly, he fell asleep, 
and a vision of punishment or judgment was shown 
him, at the close of which the Lord said to him : 

" Go, say to the watchers of heaven who deserted 
the lofty sky, and their holy everlasting station : You 
ought to pray for men, and not men for you. Where- 
fore have you forsaken the lofty and Iioly heaven, 
which endures forever, and defiled yourselves with 
the daughters of men ; and taken to yourselves 
wives ; and acted like the sons of the earth, and 
begotten an impious offspring ! " 

It is easy, from these extracts, to see what was the 
tradition, current amon^: the Jews rejijardino: the 
fallen angels ; and it is plain enough that Peter and 
Jude quote this tradition from the Book of Enoch, 
wliere it liad been put into dramatic form. Note the 
following correspondences : 

1. Jude says the angels " kept not their first es- 
tate," and Peter says they " sinned." The author of 
the " Book of Enoch " says they kept not their " holy 
and everlasting station," and "sinned" and did 
wickedly. 

2. Jude says they "left their own habitation," not 
that they were driven out, or cast out, as Milton has 
it. It was voluntary. This agrees perfectly with 
Enoch, who says, " they deserted the lofty sky," and 
that they had ^'-forsaken the holy heaven" — i. e., of 
their own accord. 
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8. Peter and Jude say they were bound In " chains 
of darkness, reserved unto the judgment of the great 
day." This is almost the exact language of the book 
of Enoch, which says, " Bind Azazyel hand and foot, 
and cast him into darkness," and there leave him. 
*' even to the great day of judgment." And where 
Jude has " everlasting " the apocryphal book has 
" forever." 

4. Peter says they were " cast down to hell," 
(tartarus^^ the prison of the pagan hades or under^ 
world. The author of Enoch has it " underneath the 
earth," which is precisely the same thing, hades^ 
which includes tartarus. 

These resemblances are too many and exact to be 
the result of accident ; and consequently it is agreed 
by some of the best critics that the apostolical passages 
are quoted from the Book of Enoch in the way of 
illustration.' Of course this is done without endors- 
ing the authority of the book, or the truth of the 
tradition. Peter does not adopt the absurdities, nor 
accept the doctrine of the heathen tartarus or "hell," 
ftny more than Christ did in the Rich man and Laza- 
rus. He simply enforces his exhortation by reference 
to a popular tradition ; just as we do at the present 
time in multitudes of cases. 



^JuDE makes another quotation from this book in verses 14, 15. 
•* And Enoch also the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, say- 
ing, ** Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints*, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all," &c. The passage in tiie Book of Enocli reads 
thus: " Behold, he comes with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon them, and to destroy the wicked,'' &c. The fact of 
quotation was allowed by many of the ancient fathers, Clement, Obi- 
gen, Hilary, &c., who were inclined to think the book canonical tbi 
this reason. Professor Stuart, B'.b. Repos. for January, 1840. 
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And Jude has done the same thing In verse 0, by 
quoting from another apocryphal Jewish work, called 
the " Assumption of Moses." This book contains a 
ridiculous story about the burial of Moses, the sub- 
stance of which, in few words, is this : The arch- 
angel Michael was busily engaged in burying the 
body of the great Lawgiver, bestowing suitable 
funeral honors; when suddenly the devil appeared, 
and endeavored to prevent his burial, on the ground 
that he was a murderer, having killed the Egyptian, 
and was not therefore entitled to honorable burial. 
The result is a violent dispute between Michael and 
Satan, which, on the part of Michael, is conducted 
in a very gentlemanly and respectful maimer, proba- 
bly in consideration of Satan's former rank and dlg- 
nitv. To this absurd fable of the Jews, Jude alludes 
as follows : "Yet Michael the arch-angel, when con- 
tending with the devil, he disputed about the body of 
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusa- 
tion, but said, the Lord rebuke thee." And the 
object of this quotation is obvious from the context, 
where he argues from it that those who " deny the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ," ought 
not thus to " speak evil of dignities." For if, as 
your traditions say, Michael would not bring " a rail- 
inor accusation " even a^jainst the devil, how much 
less should scoffers speak evil of heavenly dignities. 

It would be an outrage on the inspiration and 
the common sense of Jude to suppose, because he 
quotes this story, that therefore he adopted it as the 
truth of God, believed it himself, or sanctioned its 
belief by others. And it would equally outrage the 
inspiration of both Jude and Peter to suppose^ be- 
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cause they quote the popular fable about the fallen 
angels from the Book of Enoch, that therefore they 
accepted the story as true ; and believed in their de- 
eertinoj heaven, their marriaoce with the daughters of 
men, their wickedness, and their being cast down to 
Tartarus or the heathen hell ! 

The plain fact is that these citations are introduced 
for the purposes of illustration — just as we refer to 
the fictitious characters, the ghosts and witches of 
Shakespeare, and to the popular traditions and super- 
stitions of the past, to illustrate an argument or nar- 
rative, without at all endorsing the truth of the stories, 
or the actual existence of the persons^ The Old 
Testament contains similar references and quotations 
from uninspired books, as in Joshua x. 13, from the 
" Book of Jasher ; '* and in Numbers xxi. 14, from the 
" Book of the Wars of the Lord." And Paul in 2 
Tim. iii. 8, quotes the account of Jannes and Jambres 
withstanding Moses, from tradition ; or as Origen 
says, from a Jewish book. No such persons are 
named in the Old Testament records. He repeats the 
popular story simply to compare with them those of 
his day who " resisted the truth, men of corrupt 
minds, reprobate concerning the faith." 

*Lawbence*s translation of the Book of Enoch, chapt. vii., et ceq. of 
g*xj. ii. Marsh's Michaelis, vol. iv. 378-393. Dr. Sawyer's article on 
Fallen Angels, in the Universalist Quarterly for July, 1844,. is an excel- 
lent and conclusive treatment of the subject. Lardker inclined to the 
opinion that Peter and Jude refer to persons nnd events in the Old Tes- 
tament; and that the "angels," or messengere, were wicked men. 
Works, vol. vi, 309-314. Mr. Balfour adopts this view of the text in 
his " First Inquiry." Adam Clarke's preface to Jude is special plead- 
ing; for it is not pretended that the "Assumption of Moses;" and 
** The Death of Moses," or the Phftiralh Moshth, are the same work. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



OlUniK AND USAGE OP METAPHORS AND FIGURES OF SPEECH; WITfl 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO TU£ BIBLE. 



SECTION I. 

ORIGIN AND USE OF METAPHORS. 

I have thought that a chapter concerning the origin 
and usage of figures and metaphors In the sacred 
writino-s, with brief observations on fiourative Ian- 
guage in general, would serve to illustrate some por- 
tions of Scripture not coming legitimately within the 
scope of this volume, yet having more or less 
relation to the several subjects discussed in it. At 
the same time, a knowledge of the facts will add 
greatly to the pleasure and profit of reading the 
Bible, and show that the diflSculties in the way of 
understanding: its meaninfj, lie rather in our io;norance 
than in the strang(^nes8 and obscurity of the Book 
itself. 

Every language has its periods of infancy, growth, 
maturity and decline ; and at the two extremes of 
infancy and maturity, it abounds in figures and 
metaphors ; in the first case from necessity, in the 
second from choice. In a state of barbarism, or of 
savage life, man's wants are few, the range of his 
thoughts and desires is narrow, and his life is mostly 
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of the senses, the life of tlie animal. Of course Lis 
speech takes its character from his experience. 
Witliuut any knowledge of the arts or sciences, with 
no literature or intellectual culture, his lanoruage is 
necessarily destitute of any terms or words ex- 
pressive of these things ; his vocabulary is very 
limited and poor, confined mostly to objects of sense, 
consisting chiefly of nouns and verbs, the names of 
things, of bodily conditions and wants. There are 
few words expressive of abstractions, of qualities in 
their independent and absolute character ; or in other 
words, there are few adjectives or descriptive terms. 

The language of a people, in fact, passes through 
the same process of growth and development which 
we see in the language of a child. In beginning to 
talk the child has but few words, and those expressive 
of objects of sense, and of physical condition, the 
names of things and wants ; with here and there an 
adjective, or a qualifying, descriptive word, such as 
good^ had, pretty^ y^gly* It may early learn the 
word bread, but it will be long before it will be able 
to go beyond this in describing its. qualities. It will 
soon catch the names dog and cat, but it will be years 
before it can describe the first as faithful, devoted, 
affectionate, watchful, intelligent ; or Ihe last as home- 
loving, playful, wily, treacherous, &c. 

So with a people in their rude and barbarous con- 
ditiDU, or before they have attained to the civilization 
of science, philosophy and letters. Their language 
being poor, and restricted to comparatively very few 
descriptive terms, they are constantly compelled 
to resort to comparisons, to figures or metaphors. 
Hence they say of a brave man, " he is a lion " ; by 
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which they express simply resemblance in chariicter. 
Having no such abstract terms as brave^ courageous^ 
h roic^ valiant^ fearless^ intrepid, they a.-c obliged 
to resort to comparisons, to express their thought of 
him by giving him the name of an animal known to 
possess these qualities. So when they would de- 
scribe a cunning, artful, intriguing, wily man, hav- 
ing no adjectives of this sort, they call him " a fox " ; 
using the literal term in a figurative sense to set forth 
his character. And these comparisons are multiplied 
just in proportion to the poverty of their vocabulary — 
a treacherous person is " a snake in the grass '' ; a 
swift-footed runner is " a deer " or " a bird " ; a fierce 
warrior is " a panther " or " a wild-boar " ; thunder is 
" the sky's guu "; ice is " water fast asleep "; heaven 
is " the happy hunting grounds," &c. 

Such is the origin of figurative speech, of meta- 
phor, which is simply the changing of a word from 
its literal sense to a meaning: which resembles the 
literal senile. It is in fact a comparison or affirma- 
tion which has the force of an adjective ; and which is 
necessitated by the meagre and deficient vocabulary 
of the dialect. 

On the other hand, when a language has been cul- 
tivated and enriched by the growth of civilization, 
and new words and terms have been invented or bor- 
rowed by the poet, the orator, the philosopher, the 
man of letters ; then figures and metaphors are multi- 
plied again. They are employed, not from necessity, 
as in the former case, but from choice, to add to the 
variety, beauty, finish and force of the composition 
or speaking. And thus, as observed, in both ex- 
tremes of poverty and wealth, of ignorance and cul- 
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ture, a language abounds in figures and metaphors, 
in similitudes and poetic expressions. The North 
American Indians are an example of the first ex- 
treme; and the poets and orators of Europe and 
America are an example of the last. 



SECTION II. 
SCRIPTURAL METAPHORS RELATING TO DEITT. 

In view of the facts now set forth, it is easy to see 
how the Hebrew, in the early stages of its growth, 
would partake largely of metaphors and similes. 
Poor in derivative and descriptive forms, or in adjec- 
tives and abstract terms, the people would be driven 
to figures and comparisons when speaking of the at- 
tributes and actions of Deity, or what they deemed 
such. Hence " the Lord is a man of war," he is 
" the Lord of hosts," he is " a Rock," " a Covert," 
" a Buckler and a Shield " ; all which are metaphors 
to express the manner in which he defends his peo- 
ple, and shows himself " a very present help in time 
of trouble." 

And when they would describe his power, his om- 
nipresence, his justice, they speak of his " right arm," 
his " eye," " from the place of his habitation he look- 
eth upon all the inhabitants of the earth " ; " the 
Lord wcigheth the spirits." So he " rides upon 
horses and chariots," " walks upon the wings of the 
wind," "dwells among the children of Israel," "talks " 
with the patriarchs, " comes down on Mount Sinai " ; 
he " laughs," he awakes " ; he " rests," &c. It 
would be absurd, and shocking to our reverence, to 
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understand these expressions literally ; but it would 
be equally so to interpret literally those passages 
which ascribe to God human passions, infirmities and 
weaknesses. As we have seen, they are the necesisi- 
ties of all languages and peoples in the earlier stages 
of their culture. And so difficult is it, always, to 
master the idea of purely spiritual existence and ac- 
tion, that we of to-day are compelled to resort to 
similar forms of speech in expressing our thought of 
Deity, his character and action. 

Under this head come all those passages which 
ascribe to God — jealousy^ "I am a jealous God" ; or 
anger ^ " God is angry wi.h the wicked every day ;" " a 
fire is kindled in mine anger " ; or wrath^ " The Lord 
shall swal'ow them up in his wrath " ; or hatred^ 
" The wicked, and him that loveth violence, his soul 
hateth " ; or fury ^ "The Lord wull come with fire, 
and with his chariots, like a whirlwind, to render his 
anger with fury " ; or vengeance, " This is the day of 
the Lord of Hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may 
avenge him of his adversaries." 

Of the same character are such as the following : 
*' Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brim- 
stone, and an horrible tempest." Ps. xi. " The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not the 
gospel." 2 Thess. i. " Because of these things, the 
Avrath of God cometh on the children of disobe- 
dience." Eph. V. " Pour out the vials of the wrath 
of God on the earth." Eev. xvi. 

It is impossible to believe that God is aflfected with 
jealousy and anger and revenge, and is roused into 
fierce wrath and fury, in any literal sense of these 
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v/r.r (Is. The expressions are metaphors, and imply 
riOthing more than that the divine judgments on sin 
and wickedness seem to indicate leelings analogous to 
theee passions and emotions in man. In other words, 
ti.ey are figures representing the severity of God's 
punishment of wickedness ; and they are no more to 
be imderstood literally than the phrases " wrath of 
old ocean," " the anger of Boreas," " the fury of the 
storm," &c. 

Jeremiah (xx.) represents God as saying to the 
people of Judah, " I will fight against you myself 
with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, 
even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. And 
I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man 
and beast. For I have set my face against this city 
for evil, and not for good, saith the Lord : it shall be 
given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall burn it with fire." 

God of course cannot fight against a people ; he 
cannot be moved by fury or anger, in any sense in 
which these terms are applicable to human beings. 
But as men are angry and wrathful when they seek 
to destroy each other, or when they inflict mutual 
evil or calamity ; the calamities and judgments fall- 
ing on a people for their sins, are ascribed to the 
an^er ov wrath of God. And God is represented as 
fighting personally against them, and destroying 
them j though at the same time, and in the same 
breath almost, it is suid that the destruction of the 
city is to be the work of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The same remarks apply to those texts which speak 
of God as repenting that he had created man, re- 
penting that had he made Saul king, repenting of hia 
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judgments on his people. Gen. vi., 1 Sam. xv., Ps. 
cvi. As men alter their course, or cease from what 
they are doing, or undo what they have done, be- 
cause they have changed their minds or plans, or 
made mistakes, or repent of their course ; so when 
there seems to be a change in the course of Provi- 
dence, or God reverses the order of his action, it is 
ascribed to a like change of feeling or purpose on his 
j)art, and he is represented as repenting of his former 
course. This was the shortest and most direct way, 
and perhaps the only way at that period of lingui!^tic 
culture, of describing the phenomena as they ap- 
peared to human observation. They were obliged to 
use these words and expressions with a secondary or 
metaphorical meaning. 

Sometimes these passages which attribute to God 
the dispositions and passions, and even infirmities, of 
man, take on a highly dramatic form. There is a 
striking and, rightly understood, really beautiful ex- 
ample of this in Gen. xviii., where the Lord is repre- 
sented as not knowing the exact condition of affairs 
in the guilty cities of the plain, and so resolving to 
" go down " and see for himself, before he sent his 
destroying judgments on them. " And the Lord 
said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grievous, I will 
go down now^ and see whether they have done alto- 
gether according to the cry of it, which is come unto 
ine ; and if not, I will know it." Because a faithful 
and impartial judge always carefully looks into and 
examines the case of the accused before passing sen- 
tence, so God is represented, in this bold dramatic 
etvle, as doing the same thing in the case of Sodom ; 
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by which simply is expressed the perfect equity and 
justice of all God's dealings with the wicked and 
criminal. 

After reading such passages as the preceding, we 
are ready, without much reflection, to say that the 
Bible is, above all other books, metaphorical, abound- 
ing in unintelligible tropes and figures of speech ; and 
some jire even inclined to ask, If it was written for 
our instruction, why it was not written as plainly as 
we talk, in homely e very-day phrase ? We say direct- 
ly what we mean — why do not the Scriptures, if 
they are intended as a revelation? What is the use 
of figures, when the fact in plain words would have 
been so much better? 

So think a multitude of Bible readers, and yet a 
little reflection would show them that the people of 
the Bible days, if they should come among us now, 
would bring the same charge against our daily speech. 
Really, at bcttom, we are no more matter of fact in 
our address than they, with an allowance for the dif- 
ference of national character, civilization, language 
and culture. 

How common are such expressions as these : '* The 
thought struck me " ; "I have a certain person in ray 
eye " ; " He cast rapid glances gver the crowd " ; 
" Their hearts leaped up " ; " The mouth of a river " : 
" The head of a bay " ; " The foot of a mountain " ; 
*' The wings of time " ; *' A sea of faces " ; " An ocean 
of flame," &c. Now, there is not a metaphor in the 
whole breadth of the Scriptures, Old and New, more 
unnatural, or, literally considered, more absurd and 
senseless than these. And a people unaccustomed to 
this kind of figures could make nothing out of them ; 
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and they might ask of us, " Why do you not say 
what you mean ? Why not say directly you think 
this or that, instead of representing thought as a man 
standing up and striking you? Why do you say 
you have a person in your eye, when you only re- 
member or see him ? And equally extravagant is it 
to talk of a sea made of faces, or an ocean of flame." 
(Kev. XV. : '^ Sea of glass mingled with fire.'') 

But however absurd these metaphors to a Jew, 
they are simple and intelligible enough to us, because 
wc are accustomed to them. And so with those of 
the Bible ; when once they become familiar and com- 
mon, they will lose their seeming awkwardness and 
extravagance. The Eastern nations think them as 
plain, and simple in form, as we think ours are. It is 
iamiliarity with these peculiar forms of speech, and 
with the style of thinking and speaking, that adapts 
them to the ear, and transforms the figure into the 
fact — so that the thing represented suggests itself 
simultaneously with the metaphor. 

Our hymns are striking examples of this, and show 
how easily we fall into the use of figures representing 
God as a man, or as having a human form, and acting 
accordingly. And Bible phraseology which we ac- 
tually condemn iu reading, as derogating from the 
spirituality and majesty of God, we take into our 
liymns, and sing without a word of objection. For 
example : 

** He darts along the burning sky; 
Loud thunders round him roar; 
Through worlds above his terrors fly, 
While worlds below adore." 

** He binds the whirlwind to his car, 
And sweeps the howling skies.'* 
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" lie frowns, and darkness Teils the moon. 
The fainting sun grows dim at noon — 
The pillars of heaven's starry roof 
Tremble and start at his reproof.** 

•* On cherubim and seraphim 
Full royally he rode. 
And on the wings of mighty winds 
Came flying all abroad.** 

These are as bold figures, and in their literal in- 
terpretation as contrary to fact, as any in the Scrip- 
tures ; and yet, taking them out from the Scriptures, 
we sing them without any question of their pro- 
priety. They have become, as it were, domes- 
ticated with us, and we lose sight of the metaphor in 
the idea it represents, in the thought of which it is 
\)nly the vehicle, or symbol. 

SECTION III. 

METAPHORS DERIVED FROM LOCAL CUSTOMS AND OPINIONS. 

In order to understand the meaning of certain 
classes of figures, we must have a knowledge of the 
civilization, social state, occupations, arts and sciences 
out of which they come ; or at least a knowledge of 
the special application and usage of them. F'or ex- 
ample : Since the days of the prophets, of Paul and 
Luke, the world has greatly advanced in every de- 
partment of knowledge and material improvements , 
and certain words and phrases and metaphors have 
arisen out of these, wholly unknown to the ancient?. 
We have a variety of tropes and figures of speech 
drawn from steamboats, railroads, telegraphs, the 
printing press, gunpowder, chemistry, astronomy, the 
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microscope, &c., which would be wholly unintelligi- 
ble to the Jew of the Old Testament ; because lic 
could have no knowledge of the great facts and enti- 
ties in which they have their origin. In order to un- 
derstand our speech in this respect, he must first be-* 
come acquainted with railroads, printing, modern 
chemistry, &c., and know how these terms or meta- 
})hors are employed and applied. 

So with us, in regard to ancient customs, arts and 
occupations : we must acquire some information on 
these po nts, if we expect to understand the allusions 
to them in the Scriptures. As an example ; without 
this particular knowledge such passages as these are 
unintellio-ible : " The elders have ceased from the 
gate " ; '* his children are crushed in the gate ; " " he 
opcneth not his mouth in the gate ; " " they turn 
aside the poor in the gate ; " " they hate him that 
rebuketh in the gate ; " " hate evil and establish judg- 
ment in the gate ; " " her husband is known in the 
gates ; " " and all the people that were in the gate, and 
the elders, said, we are witnesses." 

But these passages are plain enough when we 
come to know that in primitive times the elders, or 
aged men, distinguished for their wisdom and integ- 
rity, used to assemble at the gates of the town, wheie 
they sat together on benches, to hear and adjust any 
complaints or disputes among the people, and to ad- 
minister justice in all cases of controversy. The ob- 
ject in assembling at the gates was to be within reach 
of all, it being the most public place in the city ; and 
all passing in or out, could bring their cause before 
them at once, and have it heard and settled on the 
spot, without the tedious and expensive legal delays 
of our time. 
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This being the case, it is easy to see how the word 
" gate " came to be a metaphor for justice, or the 
synonym of the place of judgment. Then we readily 
understand what is meant by crushing the poor in the 
ejate — i. e., depriving them of their rights, by per- 
verting justice ; and by the eaying, "The elders have 
ceased from the gate ; " or, in other words, justice or 
iudgment has ceased from the land; fraud and rob- 
bery abound everywhere. So the husband of the vir- 
tuous woman is known in the gate — i. e., is in repute 
for his justice and honorable character, and is set in 
the place of judgment to see to its faithful adminis- 
tration. 

A great many very beautiful metaphors, and rich 
in doctrinal and spiritual instruction, are derived 
from \he various occupations and employments of the 
people. This is particularly the case with regard to 
the Shepherd and his Sheep, The rulers and teach- 
ers of the people are described under the figure of 
shepherds, while the people are represented as the 
flocks. And the magistrates and priests are thus re- 
buked by Ezekiel for their neglect of the sheep, for 
their avarice in enriching themselves and living luxu- 
riously at the expense of the people : " Wo be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves ! Should 
not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, 
and ye clothe you with the wool ; ye kill them that 
are fed ; but ye feed not the flock ; neither have ye 
sought that which was lost, but with force and cruelty 
have ye ruled them ; and they were scattered, be- 
cause there was no shepherd." " Behold, I am 
against the shepherds, and I will cause them to cease 
from feeding the flock ; neither shall they feed them- 
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selves any more. I will seek out my sheep, and 1 
will deliver them out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. I will 
feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high 
mountains of Israel shall their fold be." Ezekiel. 
xxxiv. 

And with what exceeding beauty David pictures 
>hc tenderness of the Divine care in a metaphor 
drawn from this occupation, with which he was so 
well acquainted in his youth, when he watched his 
father's sheep : " The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures ; he leadeth me beside the still waters." Psalm 
xxiii. And Isaiah says, in the same strain, "He 
shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with young." 
xl. 11. 

And in John x. the Saviour carries the metaphor 
through all the changes of this pleasing occupation ; 
and declares himself to be " the good shepherd who 
giveth his life for the sheep," who " calleth his own 
sheep by name, and leadeth them out ; and goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice." * And then, at the close of the extended 

1 ** In Lithuania and Muscovy, as soon as the sun has risen, the 
herdsman daily winds his horn; and on the well known signal, the 
italls are opened, and the horses and mules, goats, sheep, &c., obey 
*Ae summons. As soon as they are assembled in a body, he marches at 
the head of thetn , whilst they obsequiously follow their leader into 
^ch meadows as he sees most convenient for them. By a second 
rf.gnal, they are led to water; and by a third, they are conducted home 
again." When Dr. Henderson was in Iceland, struck by the intelligent 
readiness of the flocks, and the singular understanding existing be- 
tween th« sheep and their keepers, he inquired of two shepherd girls 
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metaphor, with what force and directness he an- 
nounces the comforting and joyful truth of the final 
ingathering of all the wandering sheep : *' And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold ; them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and there 
shall he onefold^ and one shepherd^ And thus does 
he confirm the teaching of the parable of the Lost 
Sheep, fdr whom the shepherd '* goeth into the moun- 
tains," and seeketh until " he hath found it^^^ and then 
laying it on his shoulders, retumeth home rejoicing. 
Matt, xviii., Luke xv. 

Thus, through these beautiful figures, do the Scrip- 
tures teach the ever-blessed truth of tne Lord's ten- 
d^ mercy, and solicitous watch for the welfare and 
safety of his flock ; and the certainty that at last 
every lost sheep shall be found, brought back from 
the wilderness, restored to the one fold, and evermore 
be permitted to He down in the green pastures, and 
rest by ihe still waters of the heavenly Palestine I 

Many examples of scriptural tropes and figures of 
speech, or at least the peculiar point and propriety of 
them, are dependent on some local peculiarity or 
usage, without a knowledge of which one not only 
cannot see any fitness in them, but an apparent ab- 
surdity. 

To say an obstinate man is a perfect mule, is a 
metaphor much more significant to a South American 
or a Swiss than to the people of Holland or Africa. 
And to compare anything to the Alps or the Andes, 
would have a force to them which it could not have 
to one who had never seen these mountains. 

how they distinguished and controlled so easily every ind'vidual sheep 
*' 0," said they, ** we know them all by name.^^ 
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So when the prophet compares the noble and weahhy 
women of Israel to the herds of Bashan, it seems to 
us bordering on the absurd. But when we learn that 
Bashan was noted for the richness of its pastures, 
and the beauty of its cattle herds, we see that the 
point is in this, making it a symbol of the luxury and 
wantonness of the Israelitish women, growing out of 
their riches and abundance. Amos iv. Similar ex- 
amples in Deut. xxxiii., where Joseph is called a 
'' young bullock," and Dan " a lion's whelp," and in 
Gen. xlix., where Issachar is called '* a strong ass." 

Matt. iii. 12, is a figurative description of the 
wicked Jews and of their destruction. " Whose fan 
is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into his garner, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

This continued metaphor is drawn from the method 
of winnowing grain in that country. They used a 
Fhovel or fan, throwing up the wheat, the wind driv- 
ing the chaff into a heap on one side, and the grain 
falling to the ground, till the threshing floor was 
throughly purged or cleaned. The fire was set to the 
heap of chafl*, which burned till the whole was con- 
sumed ; and the grain was gathered into the garner. 
The metaphor makes the disciples of Jesus the wheat, 
and the Jews the chaff^; and the garner represents 
the security promised to the faithful followers of the 
Saviour, and the unquenchable fire the complete de- 
struction of the Jewish nation. The word "un- 
quenchable " simply implies that it will burn till 
what it feeds on is wholly consumed. As we say 
often, when the engines make little impression on a 
fire, " It is useless ; it cannot be extinguished," — 
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meaning: not that it will burn forever, but till it Iras 
entirely destroyed the building. ^ 

Gehenna^ Hell^ or the Valley of Hinnom, as we 
have seen, was the place where all tlie filth and oflflil 
of Jerusalem were deposited ; where the worm revel- 
led in its foul banquet of putrid flesh, and perpetual 
fires were kept up to consume the dead bodies and 
offensive matter brought there. This place, therefore, 
80 horrible in its associations, was made the symbol 
of every loathsome and dreadful thing, and the name 
of it was fittingly employed by the Saviour as a 
metaphor to describe the consuming judgments of 
God on the Jewish nation, and especially the guilty 
Jerusalem. 

The word Devil, though not strictly coming under 
this head, may be noted here. The Jews, alter the 
captivity, and a long intercourse with the heathen, 
adopted the notion of a powerful evil spirit, waging 
continual war against God, and the bitter enemy of 
man's virtue and happiness. His name, " devil," and 
its synonym " satan," were employed as metaphors 
by the Saviour to represent the hostility to the gospel 
of the Jewish hierarchy, (the Chief Priests, Scribes 
and Pharisees). They were described as the *' devil " 
or " evil one " who sought to destroy the word of 
God, and their agents as his angels. 

Hence Chiist says, the enemy that sowed the tares is 
the " devil " ; and again, " When any one heareth the 
word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then 

' 1 think the origin of the metaphor in Matt. iii. 12, '* unquenchabld 
fire,'* is not the same with that in Mark ix. 43-47, '* where the worm 
dicth not, and the fire is not quenched." The derivation of the firs< 
is correctly given above, and that of the last is explained in Section iii. 
of Chapter xii. 
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come til the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart." Matt. xiii. Here the 
devil " and the " evil one " are terms descriptive of 
the Scribes and Pharisees ; and the metaphor is most 
happily illustrated in the case of the blind man in 
John ix., where they tried so long, and argued so 
earnestly, and lied so wickedly, to catch away the 
seed of truth which Jesus had sown in his heart. 
And how simply and admirably he replied to them, 
and confounded them, and sent them away defeated ; 
thereby illustrating another passage which says, 
" Resist the devil and he will flee from you." Jas. iv. 
The apostles employ the word, also, as a figure to 
represent the Heathen secular power in opposition to 
Christianity. The Revelator says to the members of 
the church in Smyrna, " Fear none of these things 
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the Devil shall cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried ; and ye 
shall have tribulation ten days." Chapt. ii. Here the 
Devil is the Roman government or magistracy which 
persecuted and imprisoned the Christians. Indeed, 
the term is properly applied in figure to any persons, 
or influences, opposed to the Truth of God, or to the 
virtue and welfare of mankind. 

SECTION IV. 

METAPHORS AND IMAGES TAKEN FROM NATURAL OBJECTS AND 

PHENOMENA. 

Making speech visible, or representing thought by 
symbols or pictures, was, perhaps, the first step 
toward letters or a written language. P'.xamples of 
this kind of vvriting may be seen in the hieroglyphics of 
Egypt, and the rude pictures of the Mexicans. The 
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method was to make one thin^j stand for another to 
which it had some likeness or resemblance. Visible 
objects were made to represent invisible realities, 
abstractions, principles, virtues, vices, &c. For exam- 
ple : An ant was used to symbolize industry ; a lion 
represented courage or royalty; a mouse was the 
emblem of destruction ; a serpent with its tail in its 
mouthy making a circle, represented eternity; the 
sun^ moon and stars were used to represent States 
and Empires, or the kings and queens and nobles com- 
posing the State. 

Taking the last example, it will be seen that the 
overthrow and destruction of a kingdom or nation, 
would be set forth under the figure of an eclipse of 
the sun and moon, or their being darkened or turned 
into blood, the falling of the stars, the destruction or 
passing away of the heavens, &c. ^ 

These metaphors were taken up by the Jewish 
prophets, and freely applied to the events of their 
own times ; and the example was followed by the 
Saviour and his apostles. Nothing is more com- 
mon in prophetic language, than to represent great 
commotions and changes in the earth, or wars and 
revolutions among the nations, under the figure of 
changes and revolutions in the heavens, or commo- 
tions among the celestial bodies. The fall of Babylon 
is represented by the stars and constellations of 
heaven withdrawing their light ; and the sun and 
moon being darkened. Isai. xiii. 9, 10. The de- 

^ Warburton's Divine Legation, vol. ii. B. iv. Lowth's Ifaiah, i^ote 
on xiii. 10. See, also, Newton's Dissertations on the Proph*y»'A8. 
LiGHTFOOT's works, vol. lii., vi. and xi. Paige's Selections, Sec fttni, 
and Macknight on the Epistles, Essay viii. 
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struction of Egypt^ by the heaven being covered, the 
sun enveloped with a cloud, and the moon withhold- 
ing her light. Ezek. xxxii, 7, 8. The destruction of 
the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes is represented by 
casting down some of the host of heaven, and the 
stars, to the ground. Dan. viii. 10 

So Christ announces the passing away of the old 
dispensation, and the destruction of the Jewish State 
and Church : " Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken, and then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
Man in heaven," &c. Matt. xxiv. And Peter, speak- 
ing of the same event, employs the same metaphors : 
" The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night ; in the which the heavens shall pass away (the 
Jewish State shall be destroyed) with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also, and the works that are therein shall be 

burned up Nevertheless, we, (the believers,) 

according to his promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth (the Christian Gospel kingdom) wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." 2 Pet. iii. And on a former 
occasion, years before, (Acts ii.,) he had quoted simi- 
lar language from Joel, as descriptive of the over- 
tlirow of the old law dispensation, secular and re- 
ligious — "This is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel (it was then being fulfilled,) .... I will 
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth 
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of s:nokc; the 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before that great and notable day of the 



SCRIPTURAL MEIAniORS. 425 

Lord come." The wonders which the people then 
Baw, were the heralds of the incoming of that great 
and notable day of the Lord, when the sum and moon, 
and the whole frame-work of the Jewish heaven and 
eirth would be dissolved and pass away in blood and 
vapor of smoke, and give place to the new heaven 
and new earth of the Gospel. 

The following from Orthodox theolo^ijians and com- 
nientators, distinguished for their learning and pro- 
found knowledge of the Scriptures, will further illus- 
trate the usage of these bold metaphors and terrible 
images drawn from natural objects. 

Hammond, on 2 Peter iii. 7-13, says, " What is 
here thus expressed by St. Peter, is ordinarily con- 
ceived to belong to the en J of the world, and the 
beginning of the Millennium, or thousand years. 
And £0, as St. Peter here saith, verse 16, many other 
places in St. Paul's epistles, and in the gospel, espe- 
cially Matt, xxiv., are mistaken and wrested. That it 
doth not belong to either of these, but to this fatal 
day of the Jews^ sufficiently appears by the purport 
of the whole epistle, which is to arm them with con- 
stancy and perseverance, till that day come, and, par- 
ticularly in this chapter, to confute them who object 
against tho truth of Christ's prediction, and resolve 
it should not come at all, against whom he here op- 
poses the certainty, the speediness, and the terrible- 
ness of its coming. That which hath given occasion 
to those other common mistakes, is especially the 
hideousness of those judgments which fell upon that 
people of the Jews, beyond all that before are related 
to have fallen on them, or, indeed, on any other peo- 
ple, which made it necessary for the prophets, which 
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were to describe it, (and who use tropes and figures, 
and not plain expressions, to set down their predic- 
tions,) to express it by these high phrases of the pass^ 
ing away and dissolving of heaven^ and earthy and 
elements^ &c., which, sounding very tragically, arc 
mistaken for the great, final dissolution of the world.'' 

Witsius, " It certainly cannot be denied, that the 
manner of speaking, used by the holy prophets and 
apostles, countenances the opinion of those who call 
the Messiah's kingdom the beginning of the new 
world, or age. Thus, according to the prophet Hag- 
gai ii. 6, God says, ' When he shall send him who is 
the desire of all nations,, will he shake the heavens,, the 
earth,, the sea,, and the dry land,^ Likewise, accord- 
ing to Isaiah Ixv. 17, God says, ^Behold I will create 
new heavens,, and a new earth ; and the former shall 
not he rememhercd^ nor come into mind.^ Again he 
says, Ixvi. 22, ' The new heavens and the new earth 
which I will mahe,, shall remain before we.' This 
agrees with Kev. xxi. 1, where we read, ' And I saw a 
new heaven,, and a new earth ; for the former heaven 
and the former earth had passed away : and there 
was no more sea,^ Nor does St. Peter dififer from 
this, when he says, in his second epistle, iii. 13, 'iVet?- 
thcless,, we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth J All these passages mean 
that a new scene of affairs was to be introduced into 
the world, by the Messiah, so that it might be con- 
sidered the beginning of a new world or age. 

" I cannot persuade myself to withhold from the 
readers of this dissertation a learned comment, which 
that most eminent man, John Owen,, offers upon this 
last-named passage in St. Peter. He observes that 
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the apostle, in verses 5, G, 7, mentions two worlds — 
the old one, which had perished by water, and that 
of the then present time, which was to be consumed 
by fire. Then, in the ICth verse, he announces a 
third vforU^ to succeed the destruction of tl:e last: 

* According to his premise^ we Jock for new heavens 
and a new earthy wherein dwellcth righteousness,^ It 
is not the visible heavens, and the material earth, of 
which the apostle treats in either passage ; because 
that old world of which he speaks had been already 
destroyed by water, and yet the material heavens, 
together with the material earth, still remained. Bv 
that worlds therefore, must be understood, mankind 
living in the world. They having been destroyed by 
the deluge, there was founded another worlds for the 
proper observance of the worship of God. The 
foundation of this world God placed in the family of 
Noah ; but the whole fabric was completed by the 
organization of the Jewish Church. And this was 
the world which St. Peter, in that passage, predicted, 
according to the prophetic style, should be destroyed 
by fire. To this purport, we read in Isaiah li 15, 16, 

* I am the Lord thy God^ that divideth the sea^ whose 
waves roared ; the Lord of Hosts is his name. And 
I have put my words in thy mouthy and have covered 
thee in the shadow of my hand^ that I might plant 
the heavens i and lay the foundations of the earthy and 
%ay unto Zion, thou art my people.* At the time, 
therefore, when God, dividing the sca^ and leading 
forth his people out of Egypt^ entrusting to them his 
word, or his law, with the solemn appointment of his 
worship, thus forming them into a church for himself, 
then it was that he instituted and finished this new 
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worldy the heavens and the earth spoken of. And, at 
the time when Peter wrote, this world — i. e., the 
Jewish Church, now apostatized, was about to be 
destroyed by fire, after the same manner in wliich that 
old world had perished in the deluge. It was by 
the conflagaticn of the temple and of the city, that 
the system of that world was dissolved. And the 
apostle commands the believers to look for another 
world, for new heavens and a new earth, according 
to the premise of God. That promise is found in 
Isaiah Ixv. 17, and likewise, in the same words, in 
chapter Ixvi. 82, ' Behold^ says he, ' / will create 
new heavens and a new earthy neither shall the former 
he remembered nor come into mind,^ In these passa- 
ges, the prophet describes the state of the church 
after the advent of Christ, when, as it is expressed 
in the 21st verse of the last chapter, God should take 
of the Gentiles for priests and Levites, or, in other 
words, when he should institute the gospel ministry.' 
This state of the church, therefore, was wont to be 
designated, before the conflaorration of that second 
world, as the age to come, or the future world ; even 
as St. Paul teaches us, in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
ii. 5, saying, ' For unto the angels hath he not put 
into subjection the world to come^ of which we speak ' / 
and likewise in chapter vi. 5, where he says, ' And 
have tasted the good word of God^ and the powers of 
the world to come,^^ Therefore, that first or old world 
perished by a deluge of water ; the second^ or that 
existing in the apostle's time, he declares should perish 
by fire; but the future, he intimates, was to endure 

1 That the Jews used the i>hr<ise ** world to come " to designate the 
times of the Messiah, is shown by Mede, Newcoihe, FIammond, Bishop 
Peabce, &c. 
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even to the consummation of time. Thus far Owen 
in Theologuminis, Lib. iii. cap 1." ^ 

Other examples of these figures may be 8C<3n in 
Rev. vi., where " the stars fell unto the earth^'' whicli 
shows that it cannot be understood of the material 
heavenly bodies, since the stars are suns millions of 
times larger than the earth,— ^ in Psalm xi., where 
God ''rains fire and brimstone, and an horrible tem- 
pest on the wicked,'' where the metaphor is doubtless 
taken from the volcanic eruption and lightning tem- 
pest which caused the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, — in Kev. xiv., xix., xx., where the beast 
and the false prophet are " cast into a lake of fire 
burning w^ith brimstone," " the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascending up forever and ever"; images un- 
questionably borrowed from the fiery overthrow of 
the cities of the plain, the smoke of whose destruc- 
tion continued, as affirmed, to ascend for ages, even 
to the time of the apostles. And even now, the 
whole region of the Dead Sea bears indubitable 
proof of its volcanic character. * It is not strange, 

1 Ilermanni Witsii Dissertat. de Seculo hoc et future, Sec. 25, 26, 
27 ; inter J. G. Mcuschenii Novum Testamentum ex Talmude III us - 
tratum, pp. 1179, 1180. Cited by Paige, pp. 307-310. 

*Philo (Z)e mia Mosis, Lib. ii. ), and Josephus {Jewish IVarSy B. 
iv. cap. 8,) both witness to the existence, in their day, of memorials of 
the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah ; ruins, ashes, brimstone, smoke 
and OGcasional flames, indicative of the agencies by which their destruc- 
tion was accomplished. That the appearances continue to our time, 
may be seen in the travels of Ali Bey, Volney, Pococke, Shaw and 
others. See, also, Horne, vol. iii. 70-74; and Lynch's Expedition to 
the Dead Sea, chapters xii.-xvii. These facts show that Jude meant 
something by the expression,** set forth as an example." Dr. Whitby 
says: ** I conceive they they are said to svjfer the vengeance of eternal 
fire^ not because their souls arc at present punished in hell fire, but be- 
cause they and their cities perished from that fire from heaven which 
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therefore, that, thus " set forth for an example suf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire," (Jude 7,) these 
cities, or the manner of their destruction, should 
furnish the metaphor of fire and brimstone and smoke 
as fitting descriptions of the divine judgments on the 
enemies of the truth, on false professors, apostates 
and persecuting heatten. 

Even in the Pentateuch, v^e find a similar use 
of this example of divine judgment. Speaking of 
those who should despise the laws of God, it is said 
of them and the land of their abode, " And the 
whole land thereof (shall be) brimstone^ and salt^ and 
burning^ like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah." Deut. xxlx. 20-24. 

But the metaphors drawn from nature are not all 
symbolic of judgments; and I cannot better close 
this chapter, and the Book, than by directing the 
mind of the reader to the exquisitely beautiful figures 
of the evangelical prophet, wherein the Spirit, through 
him, describes the blessings of the Messianic reign, 
and the GCreat restoration which is to be the crown of 
its glory. Before the coming of Christ and his Gos- 
pel, the earth was a moral desert, a howling wilder- 
ness ; and the renewal wrought by these is thus 
described : 

'' The wilderness, and the solitary place, shall be 
ghid for them ; and the desert shall blossom as the 
rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and singing : the glory of Lebanon shall be 

brought, a peri>etual and irreparable destruction on them and their 
cities." Nothing is more common and familiar in Scripture than to 
represent a thorough and irreparable vastation, whose effects and signs 
should be still remaining, by the word everlasting." So IIammokd, 

DODDKIDGE, &C. 
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p;ivcn unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of our God. For in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert ; and the parch- 
ed ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water." And then describing the great 
" high-way of Holiness " over which no evil or hurt- 
ful thing shall pass, " no lion nor any ravenous beast ;" 
it is said, " But the redeemed shall walk there ; and 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads : ihey ehall obtain joy and gladness, arid sor- 
row and sighing i>hall flea awayT Isa. xxxv. 

What a delightful and inspiring representation of 
the renovating forces of the gospel in the w^orld made 
desolate, even a barren waste, by the baleful in- 
fluence of sin. The moral wilderness shall burst 
into living springs and streams, and blossom as the 
rose ; and the waste places of evil shall finally be 
clothed in the aboundinsj foliage and fruitajre of 
Lebanon, and in all the jG^lorious beaut v of Carmel 
and Sha.'(m ; while the " way of Holiness," running 
like a track of light through all this land of promise, 
leads up to the gates of Paradise ; and over it crowd 
the returning prodigals, the ransomed of the Lord, 
to the peace and security and blessedness of the 
Father's house. 

And this grand consummation of the Saviour's 
rei^n and mission is described under another meta- 
phor, derived from the mountains which are mention- 
ed in the preceding figure or allegory. Mountains are 
a frequent metaphor in the Scriptures for poliiir;al 
kingdoms and empires ; and hence are employed as 
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pymbols also of the spiritual kingdom of Christ, 
which is called '' the Mountain of the Lord's house ; " 
and is to be " established in the top of the mountains," 
or to prevail over all other kingdoms. Is i. ii. Ac- 
cordingly we have the following beautiful meta- 
phorical description of this result : " And in this 
mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all peo- 
ple a feast of fat things .... and he will destroy in 
this mountain the face of the covering cast over all 
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. 
lie will swallow up death in victory ; and the L jrd 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces ; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take away from oiF 
all the earth. For the Lord hath spoken it! " Isa. 
XXV. Compare with 1 Cir. xv., where it will be seen 
that the apostle applies this prophetic vision of the 
future to tlie glorious conclusion of the Saviour's 
reign ; when, evil abolished, death destroyed, and all 
eouls lifted by the resurrection into " the image of 
the heavenly," he delivers up the kingdom to the 
Father, and God is henceforth all in all. 

And thus the Theology of Universalism, 
which begins in the Wisdom and Power and Justice 
and Goodness of GoD, is perfected in the complete 
triumph of CiiRiST, and ends in the Immortal Lil'^ 
and Blessedness of Max. 
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